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AS WE GATHER
The First Sunday after the Epiphany takes us in mind and heart to the Jordan River,
where Jesus is baptized. This day, observed each year in the Church, is a reminder of
the importance of Baptism in the life of every Christian, for it is in dying with Christ
through Baptism that we are born anew to eternal life. Although we may have not
been baptized in the river Jordan, we share with our Lord the experience of being
baptized. Through Baptism, we are connected to Christ and given a whole new way of
living for time and for eternity. “But I am baptized!” Martin Luther would exclaim
when life situations seemed overwhelming. Knowing that we live daily in baptismal
grace makes the difference in our lives as well.
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC “I Will Follow” (Words & Music by Chris Tomlin, Jason Ingram and
Reuben Morgan © 2010 SHOUT! Music Publishing | sixsteps Music | worshiptogether.
com songs | Vamos Publishing | Sony/ATV Publishing, et. al.)
1. Solo
Chorus:

Where You go I’ll go, where You stay I’ll stay, when You move I’ll move,
will follow You.
Whom You love I’ll love, how You serve I’ll serve, if this life I lose I will
follow You.

2. Light into the world, light into my life, I will live for You alone.
You’re the One I seek knowing I will find all I need in You alone, in You alone.
Chorus:
Bridge:
Chorus:
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In You there’s life everlasting. In You there’s freedom for my soul.
In You there’s joy unending joy.

RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME
BAPTISMAL REMEMBRANCE
The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
Pastor:
Congregation:

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Pastor:

With the washing of water and these words, God called us out of
darkness into the marvelous light of His forgiveness and grace,
thus making us members of His family. Hear the Word of the
Lord concerning Baptism.

BAPTISMAL READING Romans 6:1–11
1 What

shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 By no
means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who
have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 We were buried
therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from
the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.
5 For

if we have been united with Him in a death like His, we shall certainly be united
with Him in a resurrection like His. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with Him
in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer
be enslaved to sin. 7 For one who has died has been set free from sin. 8 Now if we have
died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with Him. 9 We know that Christ,
being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over
Him. 10 For the death He died He died to sin, once for all, but the life He lives He lives
to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ
Jesus.
Lector:
Congregation:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

3

BAPTISMAL REAFFIRMATION
Pastor:

Congregation:

In Holy Baptism, our sins are forgiven and we are granted a new
life in Christ, our Lord. I, therefore, ask you, as a reaffirmation of
what God has done for you in your baptism, do you renounce
the devil and all his works and all his ways?
I do renounce them.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty?
Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son?
Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of
God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge
the living and the dead.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection
of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Pastor:

Is it your earnest intention to continue steadfast in this faith and
in the promise of your Baptism, and as a member of the Church,
to be diligent in the use of the means of grace and prayer?
Yes, with the help of God.

Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given
you the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you
all your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life everlasting.
Amen.

At this time, during the Opening Hymn, you are invited to come forward, dip your
fingers in the baptismal font, and if you choose, to make the sign of the cross T in
remembrance that you have been baptized.
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BAPTISMAL HYMN

“Baptized into Your Name Most Holy”

LSB 590

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor:

Let us pray.
Father in heaven, as at the baptism in the Jordan River You once
proclaimed Jesus Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the
Holy Spirit, grant that we who are baptized in His Name may
continue to abide in that same Spirit who has called us to faith,
so enabling us to remain faithful to our calling as the children of
God; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Congregation:
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 42:1-9

(The Lord’s chosen Servant.)

1 Behold

My servant, whom I uphold,
My chosen, in whom My soul delights;
I have put My Spirit upon Him;
He will bring forth justice to the nations.
2 He will not cry aloud or lift up His voice,
or make it heard in the street;
3 a bruised reed He will not break,
and a faintly burning wick He will not quench;
He will faithfully bring forth justice.
4 He will not grow faint or be discouraged
till He has established justice in the earth;
and the coastlands wait for His law.
5 Thus

says God, the LORD,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people on it
and spirit to those who walk in it:
6 “I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness;
I will take you by the hand and keep you;
I will give you as a covenant for the people,
a light for the nations,
7
to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.
8 I am the LORD; that is My name;
My glory I give to no other,
nor My praise to carved idols.
9 Behold, the former things have come to pass,
and new things I now declare;
before they spring forth
I tell you of them.”
Lector:
Congregation:
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA AND VERSE

LSB, p. 205

GOSPEL READING Matthew 3:13-17 (The baptism of Jesus.)
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Holy Gospel, according to St. Matthew, the third chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

13 Then

Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 14 John
would have prevented Him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to
me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all
righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus was baptized, immediately He
went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and He saw
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on Him; 17 and behold, a
voice from heaven said, “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”
Pastor:
Congregation:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE & BLESSING
HYMN OF THE DAY

“O Blessed Spring”

LSB 595

SERMON
7

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor:

Glory to You, most holy Trinity! Glory to You! Over the waters of the
Jordan, You revealed Yourself to the world. Grant that all people may
come to worship You, and find in communion with You the life that has
no end. Lord, in Your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Pastor:

Glory to You, most holy Trinity! Glory to You! Our Lord was anointed
by the Spirit and sent forth to fulfill His vocation as Savior of the world.
Grant that all Your baptized children may faithfully fulfill their vocations
as Your servants. Lord, in Your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Pastor:

Glory to You, most holy Trinity! Glory to You! Our Lord was appointed
the heir and ruler of all things. Remember those who hold positions of
public trust, and grant them faithfulness in their service, courage in
their convictions, and wisdom to rule according to Your will. Lord, in
Your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Pastor:

Glory to You, most holy Trinity! Glory to You! Our Lord has prepared a
table of salvation and forgiveness for His co-heirs. Grant us faithfully to
receive the Testament of His body and blood and so be joined to His
unending life. Lord, in Your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER

Pastor:

Glory to You, most holy Trinity! Glory to You! Our Savior went forth
from the waters to bear the infirmities of our race. Remember in
compassion today those who are suffering and in need. Grant them the
joy of Your presence and whatever healing You know to be best for
them. Lord, in Your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Additional petitions and praises are offered.
Pastor:
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Glory to You, most holy Trinity! Glory to You! Glory to the Father from
whom all good comes! Glory to the Son whose love sent Him forth from
the Jordan to the Cross, from the Cross to the grave, from the grave to
the Father’s side! Glory to the Spirit of Holiness who ever seeks to give
us faith in the divine promises! Glory to You, most holy Trinity! Glory
to You! AMEN.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
Pastor:
Congregation:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

At this time, we share the Lord’s peace with each other.
OFFERING

“For Luke (On Your Baptism)” (Words & Music by Eddie Taylor)

T SACRAMENT T
PREFACE
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Pastor:

It is truly good, right, and proper that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, who through Holy Baptism has connected us
with Christ Jesus and bestowed on us baptismal grace. Mercifully
grant that we live in that grace all of our lives and await with joy
the eternity that is to come in Your glorious presence. Therefore
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, forevermore praising
You and singing:
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SANCTUS

LSB p, 208

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20;
1 Corinthians 11:23–25

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST
Pastor:
Congregation:
Pastor:
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As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until He comes.
1 Corinthians 11:26
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Revelation 22:20
O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your
body and blood in this Sacrament You lead us to remember all
that You have done for us before we were born, to realize that
You are with us today, and to await Your promised return one
day to receive us into Your eternal kingdom. So remember us in
Your kingdom now and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

Matthew 6:9–13

Congregation:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor:
Congregation:
AGNUS DEI

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
“Lamb of God”

LSB, p. 210
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DISTRIBUTION
For those desiring to receive the LORD’S SUPPER today, please refer to the laminated
card in the pew racks. Those not receiving Communion are still invited to come forward
for a blessing. At the Communion rail, simply bow your head to receive a blessing.
At the time of Communion, please follow the direction of the ushers. For those
receiving the individual cups, a non-alcoholic wine is offered in the center of each tray.
Following the passing of the individual cups, the common cup is offered for those who
wish to commune in that manner.
All who are communing are encouraged to review the Sacrament of the Altar on pp.
326-327, and the Questions on pp. 329-330, in the front of the hymnal.
Once again, we thank God for all who worship here today!
COMMUNION HYMN “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
NUNC DIMITTIS
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“Song of Simeon”

LSB 700
LSB, p. 211

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Pastor:

Congregation:

Lord Jesus Christ, You have washed us clean by baptismal
waters, and You have nourished us by this blessed Meal. Keep
us on the path of righteousness by the power of Your Spirit, and
bring us at the last to the place prepared for us in Your presence,
for You live and rule with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

Numbers 6:24–26

Pastor:

You have been blessed with every spiritual blessing.
You have been adopted as children of God through Jesus Christ.
You have an inheritance in Christ that can never perish, spoil, or
fade.
You are called, therefore, to live to the praise of His glory.

Congregation:

The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Pastor:
Congregation:

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God.
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CLOSING HYMN
Scripture In Song)

"The Servant Song” (Words & Music by Richard Gillard © 1986

1. Brother, let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you.
Pray that I might have the grace to let you be my servant too.
2. We are pilgrims on a journey, we are brothers on the road;
We are here to help each other walk the mile and bear the load.
3. I will hold the Christ-light for you, in the night-time of your fear;
I will hold my hand out for you, speak the peace you long to hear.
4. I will weep when you are weeping, when you laugh I’ll laugh with you;
I will share your joy and sorrow ‘till we’ve seen this journey through.
5. When we sing to God in Heaven, we shall find such harmony;
Born of all we’ve known together of Christ’s love and agony.
6. Sister, let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you;
Pray that I might have the grace to let you be my servant too.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONGREGATIONAL BLESSING “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”

LSB 790, St. 4

AMEN!
Public domain
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