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AS WE GATHER
“What did you get for Christmas?” That’s what we usually ask at least once during the
twelve days in which we celebrate it. What gift would really stand out? One to be
remembered, even years from now? One such gift is the Lord’s ongoing presence with
His people. It’s a gift that “keeps on giving” not just into a New Year, but throughout
all of our lives; to know that anywhere we go, our Savior remains with us – in our
families, in His Church, in you. No new set of pots and pans or Fitbit can compare with
that. Where, on this day, the 11th day of Christmas, we rejoice in the Savior who has
come, and who remains. Merry Christmas and blessed New Year!
PRE-SERVICE SONG
♫
Chorus:

“Wonderful, Counselor”
(Words & Music by John Michael Talbot,
© 1980 Birdwing Music/Cherry Lane Music Publishing Co.)
Sing Hallelujah to the Wonderful Counselor,
Sing Hallelujah to the Mighty God.
Sing Hallelujah to the Father forever and
Sing Hallelujah to the true Prince of Peace. ♫

RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME
HYMN OF INVOCATION

“As with Gladness Men of Old”

LSB 397, St. 1-4

T PREPARATION T
The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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INVOCATION AND OPENING SENTENCES Based on Psalm 119:97–104
Pastor:
Congregation:
Pastor:
Congregation:

Gathered in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the
Holy Spirit, thanks be to God!
How sweet are the Lord’s words to our taste!
We enter our Father’s house this day with praise to Him on our
lips and in our hearts.
The LORD’s words are sweeter than honey to our mouths!

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor:

Congregation:

Lord Jesus Christ, we confess that often we have welcomed and
received You with our lips, but have not welcomed nor received
You as the King You are.
We have dishonored and disobeyed You with our thoughts,
words, and actions. We have not loved You with our whole
heart, and we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
Silence for meditation

Pastor:
Congregation:

Have mercy on us, O God;
for the sake of Jesus Christ, forgive us, renew us, and lead us
that we may walk in Your will and follow Your ways to the
glory of Your holy name. Bring forth new life and lasting light in
us today and in this New Year, that we may honor and serve
You as our true King in and above all things.

Pastor:

Out of His great love for us, God sent His only Son, Jesus, into
this world to be born in flesh, live in our midst, to die for our
sins, and to rise from the dead, granting life and light to all who
believe in Him. Therefore, as a fellow redeemed in Jesus and as
His called and ordained servant in this place, I rejoice to bring
you the promise of our Savior’s forgiveness, gladly declaring it in
the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Rejoice! The Lord has come. Come, Lord Jesus. Fill us with
peace and joy. Amen.

Congregation:
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T WORD T
RESPONSE OF PRAISE Isaiah 9:6
Pastor:
Congregation:

Unto us a child is born. Unto us a Son is given; and His name
shall be called:
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty, God, Everlasting, Father, Prince
of Peace!

KYRIE

“Lord, Have Mercy”

LSB, p. 204

GLORIA

“To God on High Be Glory”

LSB, p. 204
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor:

Grant that we may begin this New Year trusting in Jesus’ name,
all the while living out all our days in service and praise to Him.
Further us with Your continual help, that in all our works,
begun, continued, and ended in Him, we may glorify You, and
finally, by Your mercy, receive eternal life; through the same
Jesus Christ, our Lord, in whose name we pray. Amen.

Congregation:

OLD TESTAMENT READING 1 Kings 3:5-15 (Solomon prays for wisdom.)
5 At

Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask
what I shall give you.” 6 And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love
to your servant David my father, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you. And you have kept for him this
great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne this day. 7 And
now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of David my father,
although I am but a little child. I do not know how to go out or come in. 8 And your
servant is in the midst of your people whom you have chosen, a great people, too
many to be numbered or counted for multitude. 9 Give your servant therefore an
understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern between good and evil,
for who is able to govern this your great people?”
10 It

pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 And God said to him, “Because
you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of
your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right,
12 behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning
mind, so that none like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after
you. 13 I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so that no
other king shall compare with you, all your days. 14 And if you will walk in my ways,
keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked, then I will
lengthen your days.” 15 And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he
came to Jerusalem and stood before the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and offered
up burnt offerings and peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants.
Lector:
Congregation:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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EPISTLE READING Ephesians 1:3-14 (Our spiritual blessings in Christ.)
3 Blessed

be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as He chose us in Him
before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him.
In love 5 He predestined us for adoption to Himself as sons through Jesus Christ,
according to the purpose of His will, 6 to the praise of His glorious grace, with which He
has blessed us in the Beloved. 7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace, 8 which He lavished
upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making known to us the mystery of His will,
according to His purpose, which He set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of
time, to unite all things in Him, things in heaven and things on earth.
11 In

Him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the
purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will, 12 so that we
who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of His glory. 13 In Him you
also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in
Him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee of our
inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of His glory.
Lector:
Congregation:
ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
LSB, p. 205

GOSPEL READING Luke 2:40-52 (Jesus as a boy in the temple.)
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Holy Gospel, according to St. Luke the second chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

40 And

the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was
upon Him.
41 Now

His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42 And
when He was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 43 And when the
feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His
parents did not know it, 44 but supposing Him to be in the group they went a day's
journey, but then they began to search for Him among their relatives and
acquaintances, 45 and when they did not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem,
searching for Him. 46 After three days they found Him in the temple, sitting among the
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard Him were
amazed at His understanding and His answers. 48 And when His parents saw Him, they
were astonished. And His mother said to Him, “Son, why have you treated us so?
Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great distress.” 49 And He said
to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my
Father's house?” 50 And they did not understand the saying that He spoke to them.
51 And He went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them.
And His mother treasured up all these things in her heart.
52 And

Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man.

Pastor:
Congregation:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE & BLESSING
HYMN OF THE DAY

“Within the Father’s House”

LSB 410

SERMON
APOSTLES’ CREED

(Please see back cover of the hymnal.)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.
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Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:
Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:

As we begin this New Year, may we Your people, continue to be
a beacon of Your light and a model of Your love, speaking and
living out the truth of Your Word in love. Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Lord Jesus, as You once came in humbleness and mercy, we give
thanks that You still come humbly yet mightily come to save.
Come now, to those we lift up to You [especially . . .]. Lord, in
Your mercy,
Be their help, their hope, their consolation and their strength.
Come to the doubting, the wayward and lost. Through Your lifegiving Word, restore all who hear it to full Christmas joy.
Use us as Your instruments, and by Your grace and Spirit, bring
us all to the light of truth that we may follow You in faith.
Come to the nations of the world that war and conflict may
cease, and peace may reign. Come to the poor and outcast that
hope and joy may be found in You.
Rekindle in us that joy of Your presence, that we may welcome
and receive You as You come to us in Word and Sacrament.

Additional petitions and praises are offered.
Pastor:
Congregation:

All these things we pray in the name of our one true King, Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
Pastor:
Congregation:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

At this time, we share the Lord’s peace with each other.
OFFERING

Chorus:
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“Follow the Light”
(Words & Music by Marc Byrd, Sarah Hart and Trey Heffinger)
And we will follow the Light. We will follow the Light,
Seeking the Lamb, our saving love divine.

T SACRAMENT T
PREFACE
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Pastor:

SANCTUS

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who entered
human history as one of us, suffering, dying, and rising again to
secure for us eternal salvation, and who has promised to return
to usher us into His eternal kingdom. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:
LSB p, 208
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
Pastor:

Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20;
1 Corinthians 11:23–25

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST
Pastor:
Congregation:

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until He comes.
1 Corinthians 11:26
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Revelation 22:20

Pastor:

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your
body and blood in this Sacrament You lead us to remember all
that You have done for us before we were born, to realize that
You are with us today, and to await Your promised return one
day to receive us into Your eternal kingdom. So remember us in
Your kingdom now and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

Matthew 6:9–13

Congregation:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor:
Congregation:
AGNUS DEI

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
“Lamb of God”

LSB, p. 210

DISTRIBUTION
For those desiring to receive the LORD’S SUPPER today, please refer to the laminated
card in the pew racks. Those not receiving Communion are still invited to come forward
for a blessing. At the Communion rail, simply bow your head to receive a blessing.
At the time of Communion, please follow the direction of the ushers. For those
receiving the individual cups, a non-alcoholic wine is offered in the center of each tray.
Following the passing of the individual cups, the common cup is offered for those who
wish to commune in that manner.
All who are communing are encouraged to review the Sacrament of the Altar on pp.
326-327, and the Questions on pp. 329-330, in the front of the hymnal.
Once again, we thank God for all who worship here today!
11

COMMUNION HYMN “Lord of All Hopefulness”
NUNC DIMITTIS
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“Song of Simeon”

LSB 738
LSB, p. 211

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Pastor:

Congregation:

Gracious God, our Alpha and Omega, our beginning and end, we
commit to Your grace and forgiveness the year now completed,
and commend to Your kindness and love the year now begun.
Throughout the coming days and weeks, make the presence of
Your Holy Spirit known in our lives, whose blessing attends us all
our days; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

Numbers 6:24–26

Pastor:

You have been blessed with every spiritual blessing.
You have been adopted as children of God through Jesus Christ.
You have an inheritance in Christ that can never perish, spoil, or
fade.
You are called, therefore, to live to the praise of His glory.

Congregation:

The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Pastor:
Congregation:

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God.

CLOSING HYMN

“Joy Has Dawned”
(Words and Music by Stuart Townend and Keith Getty)

♫
1

Joy has dawned upon the world, promised from creation—
God’s salvation now unfurled, hope for ev’ry nation.
Not with fanfares from above, not with scenes of glory,
But a humble gift of love—Jesus born of Mary. ♫
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♫
2

Sounds of wonder fill the sky with the songs of angels
As the mighty Prince of Life shelters in a stable.
Hands that set each star in place, shaped the earth in darkness,
Cling now to a mother’s breast, vuln’rable and helpless. ♫

♫
3

Shepherds bow before the Lamb, gazing at the glory;
Gifts of men from distant lands prophesy the story.
Gold—a King is born today, incense—God is with us,
Myrrh—His death will make a way,
And by His blood He’ll win us. ♫

♫
4

Son of Adam, Son of heaven, given as a ransom;
Reconciling God and man, Christ, our mighty champion!
What a Savior! What a Friend! What a glorious myst’ry!
Once a babe in Bethlehem, now the Lord of hist’ry. ♫
— Words and Music by Keith Getty & Stuart Town end Copyright © 2004 Thankyou Music/Adm.
By worshiptogether.com songs, excel. UK & Europe, adm. By Kingsway Music. tym@kingsway.co.uk.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONGREGATIONAL BLESSING “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”

Public domain
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LSB 790, St. 4

