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Fourth Sunday of Advent
Grace Happens
December 22, 2019
AS WE GATHER
Grace happens! Yes it does. Where, on this last Sunday of Advent, God’s Word
delivers His gifts to us all. But sometimes you’ve got to look for it. Like in our worship
service this morning. So here is a challenge. Get out a pen and circle every time the
word grace appears in our service. In the service proper, it occurs 26 times, (27 in the
bulletin with 3 times already by this sentence). Think you can find them all? Knowing,
of course, grace is not that hard to discover. We need look no farther than the Savior
borne into the world at Christmas, reborn into our lives through God’s precious means
of Word and Sacraments. As you prepare for Christmas, and throughout the season,
never stop looking for it, as it is everywhere. It is here, today. It is God’s gift to you.
Merry Christmas!
PRESERVICE MUSIC “My Soul Magnifies the Lord” (Words & Music by Chris Tomlin &
Daniel Carson © 2009 worshiptogether.com songs | sixsteps Music)
Verse 1: Solo
Verse 2: A company of angels, glory in the highest.
And on the earth, a peace among those on whom His favor rests.
Come and worship, do not be afraid.
Chorus: My soul, my soul magnifies the Lord, my soul, magnifies the Lord.
He has done great things for me, great things for me.
Verse 3: Unto you a child is born, unto us a Son is giv’n
Let ev’ry heart prepare His throne, let ev’ry nation under heav’n
Come and worship, do not be afraid.
Chorus
Bridge: Solo
Chorus
RINGING OF THE BELLS
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WELCOME
T PREPARATION T
OPENING HYMN

“Hark the Glad Sound”

LSB 349, St. 1, 3-4

Public domain

INVOCATION
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:

As we approach the close of this season of Advent, we begin this
time of worship and recall our baptismal grace. In the name of
the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Congregation:

To the Father, who is constantly with us, sustaining the created
world,
God is with us.

Pastor:
Congregation:

To the  Son, born of a virgin,
come, Lord Jesus.

Pastor:
Congregation:

To the Holy Spirit, by whom the Son, Immanuel, was conceived,
God is with us. Amen.
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CONFESSION AND GOD’S WORD OF FORGIVENESS Romans 1:1, 5–6; Psalm 24:4
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:
Congregation:

In today’s Reading from Isaiah, when God was about to send the
King of Assyria to destroy Judah, King Ahaz didn’t want to hear
about it, though the nation deserved destruction.
Help us to consider the physical or spiritual consequences of
our actions, not taking God’s grace and forgiveness for granted.
As Paul begins his Letter to Rome, he writes that he is “called to
be an apostle . . . among all the nations, including you.”
Help us to make talking about God’s grace in our lives with
people different from ourselves a priority. We are by nature
sinful and have sinned in our words, in our thoughts, and in our
actions. Have mercy on us, Jesus!

Pastor:

God’s plan of salvation has been unwavering since creation. The
prophecies were kept, the Savior entered human history to pay
for all sins, and everyone who believes has been given “clean
hands and a pure heart” purely by the grace of God for Jesus’
sake. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation:

Amen.

T WORD T
KYRIE
Pastor:
Congregation:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
O Lord, Emmanuel, have mercy.

Pastor:

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.
O Lord, Wisdom from on high, have mercy.

Congregation:
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Pastor:
Congregation:
Pastor:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
O Lord, Branch of Jesse’s tree, have mercy.

Congregation:

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise, let us pray to the Lord.
O Lord, Key of David, have mercy.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE

“Come, Thou Precious Ransom Come”

LSB 350, St. 1, 3

Public domain

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Pastor:

Let us pray.

Congregation:

Open our eyes to see Your presence among us, O Immanuel,
that we look forward in grace and faith to follow wherever You
lead the way;

Pastor:
Congregation:

for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.

GRACE HAPPENS: INTRODUCTION
HYMN “O Sing of Christ”

LSB 362, St. 1, 4

© 1996 Stephen P. Starke
Public domain
admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011549.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 7:10-17 (The sign of Immanuel.)
10 Again

the LORD spoke to Ahaz: 11 “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as
Sheol or high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to
the test.” 13 And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary
men, that you weary my God also?
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14 Therefore

the Lord Himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and
bear a son, and shall call His name Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey when He
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16 For before the boy knows how to
refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose two kings you dread will be
deserted. 17 The LORD will bring upon you and upon your people and upon your father's
house such days as have not come since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah—
the king of Assyria!”
Lector:
Congregation:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

REFLECTION
HYMN

“Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”

LSB 394, St. 1, 5

Public domain
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EPISTLE READING Romans 1:1-7 (Greetings.)
1 Paul,

a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God,
He promised beforehand through His prophets in the holy Scriptures,
3 concerning His Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4 and was
declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by His
resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have received
grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of His name
among all the nations, 6 including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ,
7 To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
2 which

Lector:
Congregation:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

REFLECTION
HYMN

7.

“Let All Together Praise the Lord”

Your grace in lowliness revealed,
Lord Jesus, we adore
And praise to God the Father yield
And Spirit evermore;
We praise You evermore.

© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011549.
Public domain
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LSB 389, St. 1, 5, 7

GOSPEL READING Matthew 1:18-25 (The birth of Christ.)
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Holy Gospel, according to St. Matthew the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

18 Now

the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When His mother Mary had
been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child
from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put
her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things,
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from
the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save
His people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by
the prophet:
23 “Behold,

the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call His name Immanuel”

(which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of
the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given
birth to a son. And he called His name Jesus.
Pastor:
Congregation:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

REFLECTION: CHILDREN’S MESSAGE & BLESSING
GRACE HAPPENS: CONCLUSION
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CHOIR ANTHEM

“Angels and Shepherds”

Czechoslovakian Carol

(Words for contemplation and reflection as Choir sings)

1. Come all ye shepherds and hark to our song!
Come all ye shepherds, Christ Jesus is born!
Lo, unto us this day there is given Our Lord, Christ Jesus,
Sent down from heaven! Glory to God on high!
2. Come all ye shepherds, arise, leave your sheep!
Come to the stable Lord Jesus to seek.
Lo, in a manger lies Christ anointed whom, as our Savior
God has appointed. Glory to God on high!
3. Now join we the shepherds who to Bethlehem go.
Grant we, like them, Love’s redemption will know.
Come and adore Him, He, our Lord Jesus; He now, the Word,
In flesh dwells among us. Glory to God on high!
APOSTLES’ CREED

Please see back cover of your hymnal.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:
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Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.
Gracious Lord, we pray for the Church, that we who call Jesus
Lord would, by our words and our deeds, boldly witness to His
presence and power among us. Lord, in Your mercy,
be with us and hear us.
We pray for all nations of this world, that peace and goodwill be
had not just for a season but would prevail among us as a sign of
Your abiding presence. Lord, in Your mercy,
be with us and give us peace.

Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:

We lift up before You all who suffer in poverty and want. May
deeds of mercy and compassion begun this season extend
throughout all our days. Use us to meet the needs of our
neighbors and all in need. Lord, in Your mercy,
be with us and give us peace.
We pray for this congregation, that we may shine as a light of
Your love to this community and beyond as a sign of Your
presence. We pray for those who are lonely and for those who
are ill, [especially . . .]. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer, and use us to make Your presence known to
them. Be with us and give us peace.

Additional petitions and praises are offered.
Pastor:

Congregation:

Finally, we pray for all who rejoice with family and friends in the
week to come. Grant safety to all who travel. In the midst of
many things, may the Good News of Jesus sent and born for us
be at the heart of our celebrations. May the love in our homes
be signs of Your presence and care for us. We pray all of these
things in the name of Jesus, our Immanuel.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
Pastor:
Congregation:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

At this time, we share the Lord’s peace with each other.
OFFERING

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel” Traditional
Piano: Susan Abert
Flute: Gwyneth Tolman

RECEIVING OF NEW MEMBERS
Rev. Stephen, Pauline & Abigail Brusco
Dr. Gary & Kathy Dresser
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T SACRAMENT T
PREFACE
Pastor:
Congregation:

Lo, He who is coming has come!
We welcome Him with thankful hearts.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Lo, He who has come is coming!
We wait for Him with fervent faith.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Lo, He comes!
Even so, come, Lord Jesus!

Pastor:
Congregation:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Pastor:
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It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should praise Your
holy name, O Lord, our God, for You were born to us, Immanuel,
to be God with us. You are God with us, who are the Body of
Christ gathered in worship, and You are God with us in Your
Word and Sacrament. Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

HYMN “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice”

LSB 386, St. 1-2

Public domain

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20;
1 Corinthians 11:23–25

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST
Pastor:
Congregation:
Pastor:

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until He comes.
1 Corinthians 11:26
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Revelation 22:20
O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your
body and blood in this Sacrament You change everything in our
daily life of love, and You strengthen our joyous hope to be with
You in Your eternal kingdom. Hear us as we pray in Your name
and as You have taught us:
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LORD’S PRAYER

Matthew 6:9–13

Congregation:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor:
Congregation:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

HYMN “Once He Came in Blessing”

© 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011549.
Public domain
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LSB 333, St. 1-2, 4

DISTRIBUTION
For those desiring to receive the LORD’S SUPPER today, please refer to the laminated
card in the pew racks. Those not receiving Communion are still invited to come forward
for a blessing. At the Communion rail, simply bow your head to receive a blessing.
At the time of Communion, please follow the direction of the ushers. For those
receiving the individual cups, a non-alcoholic wine is offered in the center of each tray.
Following the passing of the individual cups, the common cup is offered for those who
wish to commune in that manner.
All who are communing are encouraged to review the Sacrament of the Altar on pp.
326-327, and the Questions on pp. 329-330, in the front of the hymnal.
Once again, we thank God for all who worship here today!
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COMMUNION HYMN “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”

6.

O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain

7.

O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain

Public domain
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LSB 357

HYMN OF PRAISE

“Break Forth, O Beauteous Light”

LSB 378, St. 1, 3

© 1973 Openbook Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011549.
Public domain

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Pastor:

Congregation:

We give You thanks, Immanuel, that You have refreshed us
through the gift of Your presence. You are God with us in here
and in the places where You will now send us. Equip us with
Your grace, as we seek to be Your presence in the world;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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BENEDICTION

Matthew 1:23

Pastor:
Congregation:

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call His name Immanuel” (which means, God
with us).

Pastor:

Congregation:

Indeed, God is with us, and also His blessing:
“The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ  the love of God the Father,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Now go in peace with God. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God with us.

CLOSING HYMN

“Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord

6.

Then when You will come again
As the glorious king to reign,
I with joy will see Your face,
Freely ransomed by Your grace.

Public domain

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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LSB 352, 1, 4, 6

CONGREGATIONAL BLESSING “The Lord My God Be Praised”

LSB 794, St. 4

Amen.

Reading the Bible in a Year
DATE

CHRONOLOGICAL

OLD & NEW
TESTAMENT

HISTORICAL

BEGINNING TO
END

December 22

Hebrews 7-10

John 11-12

I Peter 1-5

December 23

Hebrews 11-13

John 13-15

2 Peter 1-3

December 24

2 Timothy 1-4

John 16-18

I John 1-5

December 25

2 Peter 1-3;
Jude
1 John 1-5

Micah 6-7;
Revelation 13
Nahum 1-3;
Revelation 14
Habakkuk 1-3;
Revelation 15
Zephaniah 1-3;
Revelation 16

John 19-21

2 John; 3 John;
Jude

Haggai 1-2;
Revelation 17
Zechariah 1-4;
Revelation 18

1 John 1-5

Revelation 1-3

2 John; 3 John

Revelation 4-8

Zechariah 5-8;
Revelation 19
Zechariah 9-12;
Revelation 20

Revelation 1-5

Revelation 9-12

December 26
December 27
December 28

2 John;
3 John
Revelation 1-5

December 29

Revelation 6-11

Revelation 6-11 Revelation 1316
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