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AS WE GATHER
Our faces tell a lot about what’s going on inside our souls. Some days we might be
gloomy. But when we hear truly joyful news, it changes us from the inside, a smile
adorns our face, and we join our friends in rejoicing.
In our Old Testament reading today, Isaiah prophesied abundant joy when the Messiah
would come. As God’s promises are always fulfilled, in our resultant joy, we now wait
patiently for our Savior’s return, just as “the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the
earth.” [James 5:7] Though our Lord will return as judge, Isaiah promises, “He will
come and save you.” Now there’s great news to put a smile on your face!
PRESERVICE MUSIC
Chorus:

“My Deliverer” (Words & Music by Rich Mullins)

My Deliverer is coming, my Deliverer is standing by.
My Deliverer is coming, my Deliverer is standing by.

OPENING PRAYER
CALL TO WORSHIP “Here I Am to Worship” (Words & Music by Tim Hughes © 2001
Thankyou Music)
Light of the World, You stepped down into darkness, opened my eyes, let me see.
Beauty that made this heart adore You, hope of a life spent with You.
Chorus: Here I am to worship. Here I am to bow down.
Here I am to say that You’re my God.
You’re altogether lovely, altogether worthy, altogether wonderful to me.
King of all days, oh, so highly exalted, glorious in heaven above,
Humbly You came to the earth You created, all for love’s sake became poor. (Chorus)
Bridge: And I’ll never know how much it cost to see my sin upon that cross. (repeat)
Chorus
Light of the world, You stepped down into darkness, opened my eyes, let me see.
2

RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME
T PREPARATION T
INVOCATION & CONFESSION
Pastor:
Congregation:

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Behold, I send My messenger before Your face,
who will prepare Your way before You.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees.
Say to those who have an anxious heart, ‘Be strong; fear not!’

Pastor:

Be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at
hand.
Behold, the Judge is standing at the door.

Congregation:

Silence for personal confession and reflection.
Pastor:
Congregation:

Holy and gracious God,
I confess that I have sinned against You. Some of my sin I
know---the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am
ashamed---but some is known only to You. In the name of
Jesus Christ, I ask for Your forgiveness. Deliver and restore me
according to Your abundant grace, and bring me in joy to
everlasting life in Your name. Amen.

GOD’S WORD OF FORGIVENESS

T WORD T
RESPONSE OF PRAISE Psalm 80:19
Pastor:
Congregation:

Restore us, O LORD God of hosts;
Let Your face shine, that we may be saved!
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HYMN OF PRAISE
“Mighty to Save” (Words & Music by Reuben Morgan and Ben
Fisher © 2006 Hillsong Publishing)
Everyone needs compassion, love that’s never failing; let mercy fall on me.
Everyone needs forgiveness, the kindness of a Saviour; the hope of nations.
Chorus:

Saviour, He can move the mountains;
My God is mighty to save, He is mighty to save.
Forever, Author of salvation,
He rose and conquered the grave; Jesus conquered the grave

So take me as You find me, all my fears and failures, and fill my life again.
I give my life to follow, everything I believe in, now I surrender. (Chorus)
Bridge: Worship Team
Chorus & Repeat
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor:

Let us pray.
You came, Lord Jesus, as the Promised One when the time was
fulfilled. We know You will come again at Your appointed time.

Congregation:
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In the midst of that darkness which overtakes the earth and
causes suffering, pain, and fear, cause Your gracious light to
shine. Through Your Word and Sacraments, let that light be so
clear that not only do we Your people walk in it, but that the joy
of knowing You marks all of our days; for You live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 35:1-10 (The ransomed shall return.)
1 The

wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;
the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus;
2 it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God.
3 Strengthen

the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees.
to those who have an anxious heart, “Be strong; fear not!
Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God.
He will come and save you.”
4 Say

5 Then

the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
6 then shall the lame man leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.
For waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert;
7 the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water;
in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down,
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.
8 And

a highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Way of Holiness;
the unclean shall not pass over it.
It shall belong to those who walk on the way;
even if they are fools, they shall not go astray.
9 No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there.
10 And the ransomed of the LORD shall return
and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
Lector:
Congregation:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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EPISTLE READING James 5: 7-11 (Patience in suffering.)
7 Be

patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer
waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the
early and the late rains. 8 You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of
the Lord is at hand. 9 Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may
not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. 10 As an example of suffering
and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.
11 Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the
steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is
compassionate and merciful.
Lector:
Congregation:
GRADUAL

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion.
Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Behold, your king is coming to you;
righteous and having salvation.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
From the house of the Lord we bless You.

GOSPEL READING Matthew 11:2-15 (Jesus confirms His coming as the Messiah.)
Pastor:
Congregation:
2 Now

The Holy Gospel, according to St. Matthew the eleventh chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his
disciples 3 and said to Him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for
another?” 4 And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the
blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and
the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. 6 And blessed
is the one who is not offended by Me.”
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7 As

they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did
you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What then did you
go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing
are in kings' houses. 9 What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and
more than a prophet. 10 This is He of whom it is written,
“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way before you.’
11 Truly,

I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than
John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.
12 From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered
violence, and the violent take it by force. 13 For all the Prophets and the Law
prophesied until John, 14 and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come.
15 He who has ears to hear, let him hear.
Pastor:
Congregation:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE & BLESSING
SERMON
APOSTLES’ CREED

Please see back cover of your hymnal.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor:

Congregation:

Let us now pray for the Church of God and for all people
according to their needs.
Ever-present and comforting Lord, we pray for all those who
have doubts and fears, suffering and sadness, grief and sorrow.
As you affirmed John the Baptist and others that You are the
true God to come to His people, we now also lift up in prayer all
who wait in their time of need. We pray for the sick,
[especially . . .], who wait for healing and recovery.
Come, Lord Jesus, with Your healing Spirit.

7

Pastor:
Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:

We pray for the grieving who in their loss wait with heavy
hearts.
Come, Lord Jesus, bring hope to those who feel hopeless.
We pray for all who experience transitions in jobs, relationships,
and are in the middle of conflict or change, who wait for peace
and security.
Come, Lord Jesus, and grant Your steadfast presence in times
of change.

Pastor:
Congregation:

We pray for nations and people waiting for peace,
Come, Lord Jesus, Prince of Peace, and bring justice to all.

Pastor:

We pray for those who sit in darkness, waiting to hear the Good
News of forgiveness, hope, and life through Your Word,
Come to them in Your Word, and use us as witnesses and
instruments through Your Spirit.

Congregation:

Additional petitions and praises are offered.
Pastor:
Congregation:

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in Your mercy through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Come, Lord Jesus. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
Pastor:
Congregation:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

At this time, we share the Lord’s peace with each other.
OFFERING

“The First Noel”
T SACRAMENT T

PREFACE
Pastor:
Congregation:
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Lo, He who is coming has come!
We welcome Him with thankful hearts.

(Karrie Kosakowski)

Pastor:
Congregation:

Lo, He who has come is coming!
We wait for Him with fervent faith.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Lo, He comes!
Even so, come, Lord Jesus!

Pastor:
Congregation:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Pastor:

It is truly good, right, and beneficial that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who entered
human history to fulfill Your will and to become our Savior,
forever changing our relationship to You and one another and
bringing freedom and joy to this fallen world.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20;
1 Corinthians 11:23–25

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST
Pastor:
Congregation:
Pastor:

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until He comes.
1 Corinthians 11:26
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Revelation 22:20
O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your
body and blood in this Sacrament You change everything in our
daily life of love, and You strengthen our joyous hope to be with
You in Your eternal kingdom. Hear us as we pray in Your name
and as You have taught us:
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LORD’S PRAYER

Matthew 6:9–13

Congregation:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor:
Congregation:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

DISTRIBUTION
For those desiring to receive the LORD’S SUPPER today, please refer to the laminated
card in the pew racks. Those not receiving Communion are still invited to come forward
for a blessing. At the Communion rail, simply bow your head to receive a blessing.
At the time of Communion, please follow the direction of the ushers. For those
receiving the individual cups, a non-alcoholic wine is offered in the center of each tray.
Following the passing of the individual cups, the common cup is offered for those who
wish to commune in that manner.
All who are communing are encouraged to review the Sacrament of the Altar on pp.
326-327, and the Questions on pp. 329-330, in the front of the hymnal.
Once again, we thank God for all who worship here today!
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Pastor:

Congregation:
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We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we ask that through it, You would
fill us and our brothers and sisters in Christ with all joy and peace
as we proceed together to the day when sorrow and sighing shall
flee away; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

Philippians 4:4

Pastor:
Congregation:

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Pastor:

Congregation:

The blessing of God Almighty—the Father who created us, the 
Son who saved us and shall return to welcome us home, and the
Holy Spirit who creates and nourishes the faith that Jesus is the
Lord—be with you now and forever.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

“Joy to the World”

LSB 387, St. 1, 3-4

Refrain (following stanzas 3 & 4):
Joy, unspeakable joy, an overwhelming well, no tongue can tell;
Joy, unspeakable joy, it rises in my soul, never lets me go.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
DOXOLOGY

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessing Flow”

LSB 805

Public domain

Thank you for worshipping with us this morning. See you next week.

11

