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AS WE GATHER
The end is in sight. Wherein, the last Sundays of the Church Year offer the people of
God a unique opportunity to reflect on the 2nd coming of the Lord. As we move ever
closer to that day, we pray all the more fervently for the Lord to bless and keep us, as
well as use us as His instruments. May we be found to be faithful upon His return. Of
course, our hope and stay is His faithfulness. Thus, we continue in the things that we
have been commanded to do, worshiping and serving with joy and thanksgiving, all the
while anticipating that final: “Well done, thou good and faithful servant, well done.”
PRESERVICE MUSIC
RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME
HYMN OF INVOCATION

“Crown Him with Many Crowns”

LSB 525, St. 1, 3-5

T PREPARATION T
The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
INVOCATION
Elder:
Congregation:

2

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all.
Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES
Elder:
Congregation:

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

Elder:
Congregation:

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

CONFESSION & GOD’S WORD OF FORGIVENESS
Elder:

Congregation:
Elder:

Congregation:

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, and to call upon Him
in prayer and praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in
thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves
from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take
refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking
His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to
me, a sinner.
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.
Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us
to be Your children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church,
in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new
life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and
graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
T WORD T

RESPONSE OF PRAISE Matthew 24:35; Psalm 121:1, 8
Elder:
Congregation:

Heaven and earth will pass away;
But My words will not.

Elder:
Congregation:

I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where does my help come
from?
My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.

Elder:
Congregation:

The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in
from this time forth and forevermore.
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KYRIE

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
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“Lord, Have Mercy”

“Glory to God in the Highest”

LSB, p. 204

LSB, p. 204

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Elder:
Congregation:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Elder:

Let us pray. Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of
all honor and authority. Enlighten our minds by Your Holy Spirit
that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we may come to that same place
of joy, eternity with You; even as You live and reign together –
Father, Son and Holy Spirit – one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Congregation:

OLD TESTAMENT READING Malachi 3:13-18

(The Lord hears and remembers.)

13 “Your

words have been hard against Me, says the LORD. But you say, ‘How have we
spoken against You?’ 14 You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is the profit of our
keeping His charge or of walking as in mourning before the LORD of hosts? 15 And now
we call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but they put God to the test
and they escape.’”
16 Then

those who feared the LORD spoke with one another. The LORD paid attention
and heard them, and a book of remembrance was written before Him of those who
feared the LORD and esteemed His name. 17 “They shall be mine, says the LORD of hosts,
in the day when I make up my treasured possession, and I will spare them as a man
spares his son who serves him. 18 Then once more you shall see the distinction
between the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who
does not serve Him.
Lector:
Congregation:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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EPISTLE READING Colossians 1:13-20 (The preeminence of Jesus.)
13 [The

Father] has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the
kingdom of His beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of
sins.15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by Him all
things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through Him and for Him.
17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 18 And He is the head
of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in
everything He might be preeminent. 19 For in Him all the fullness of God was pleased to
dwell, 20 and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether on earth or in
heaven, making peace by the blood of His cross.
Lector:
Congregation:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHOIR ANTHEM

“Harvest Song”

(by W. Chatterton Dix & Katherine K. Davis)

GOSPEL READING Luke 23:27-43 (The Crucifixion.)
Elder:
Congregation:

The Holy Gospel, according to St. Luke the twenty-third chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

27 And

there followed Him a great multitude of the people and of women who were
mourning and lamenting for Him. 28 But turning to them Jesus said, “Daughters of
Jerusalem, do not weep for Me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 29 For
behold, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren and the
wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 30 Then they will begin to
say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31 For if they do these
things when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?”
32 Two

others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with Him. 33 And
when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified Him, and the
criminals, one on His right and one on His left. 34 And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them,
for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide His garments. 35 And the
people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at Him, saying, “He saved others; let
Him save Himself, if He is the Christ of God, His Chosen One!” 36 The soldiers also
mocked Him, coming up and offering Him sour wine 37 and saying, “If you are the King
of the Jews, save Yourself!” 38 There was also an inscription over Him, “This is the King
of the Jews.”
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39 One

of the criminals who were hanged railed at Him, saying, “Are you not the Christ?
Save Yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked Him, saying, “Do you not fear God,
since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly, for
we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.”
42 And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43 And He
said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in paradise.”
Elder:
Congregation:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S BLESSING
HYMN OF THE DAY

“O Savior, Precious Savior”

LSB 527

SERMON
CREEDAL RESPONSE The Second Article with Explanation from the Small Catechism
Elder:
Congregation:

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord. What does this
mean?
I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father
from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is
my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned
creature, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and
from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with
His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and
death, that I may be His own, and live under Him in His
kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting righteousness,
innocence, and blessedness, even as He is risen from the dead,
lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Elder:

Congregation:
Elder:

Congregation:
Elder:

Congregation:
Elder:

Congregation:

This Last Sunday of the Church Year, we come before our
heavenly Father in the name of the One who is King of kings, His
Son, Jesus Christ. At His invitation we pray. Come bless the Lord,
all you servants of the Lord.
Almighty God, Your Son came to this earth as a child to bear and
fight and die. Grant that we would be ever watchful for His
second coming as King to reign forever, that we may be ready
for His coming and rejoice at His appearing. Come bless the Lord,
all you servants of the Lord.
Almighty God, all in heaven and on earth will bow before Your
Son and confess that He is Lord. With this assurance, grant
courage to those who face opposition from hostilities to the
Gospel. By Your Holy Spirit, strengthen all Christians to bear bold
and loving witness to Your Son. Come bless the Lord,
all you servants of the Lord.
Almighty God, You are ruler over all the nations. Give a spirit of
wisdom to those who govern our land, that there may be justice
and peace. Bless our nation with honesty, truth, and an
honorable way of life. Come bless the Lord,
all you servants of the Lord.

Additional petitions and praises are offered.
Elder:
Congregation:

O Lord, into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in Your mercy,
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
Pastor:
Congregation:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

At this time, we share the Lord’s peace with each other.
OFFERING
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PRAYER FOR THE WORD
Elder:

Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be
written for our learning, grant that we may so hear them, read,
mark, learn and inwardly digest them that we may embrace and
every hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through
Jesus Christ You Son, our Lord, who also taught us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

Matthew 6:9–13

Congregation:

BENEDICTION

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Psalm 98:4; 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24

Pastor:
Congregation:

Make a joyful noise to the Lord all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises!

Pastor:

Congregation:

Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, may
your whole spirit and soul and body be kept sound and
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls
you is faithful; He will do it. Go in peace, and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CLOSING HYMN

“Jesus Shall Reign”

LSB 832

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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CONGREGATIONAL BLESSING “The Lord My God Be Praised”

LSB 794, St. 4

Amen.

Thank you for worshipping with us this morning. See you next week.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PLEASE JOIN US THANKSGIVING EVE, NOVEMBER 27 @ 7:00 PM FOR WORSHIP

All To Thee, Our God, We Owe
A Service for Thanksgiving
Welcome to the Thanksgiving service that takes its title from a harvest hymn,
“All to Thee, Our God, We Owe.” The hymns, prayers, Scripture readings and
homily in this service treat our response to God’s bounty as a kind of I.O.U.
(and even suggests writing that on your holiday offerings). In the process, we
come to realize that we can never repay our God for all the many gifts He has
showered upon us. All we can do in response is offer Him our grateful praise.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please note that the Harkey Family no longer has a land-line telephone.
If you need to reach us, please use the following
cell phone numbers, which receive talk, text and email.
Pastor: 508-813-8201
Miriam: 508-813-8212
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