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AS WE GATHER
“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.” Where, in
times of testing, we need encouragement. We need strength and a Word from the
Lord. In the concluding verses of 2 Timothy, we are given it, one that not only faces
trying times head on, but which orients (or reorients) us to the goal, of what Paul calls
elsewhere “the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” [Philippians 3:14]. As did Paul,
Martin Luther, and many souls since, let us rejoice in this. Let us run the race, holding
firm and fast to the sure foundation of God’s grace and life in Jesus. Where, as God’s
people, are not left to an uncertain outcome. For God Himself will see us through to
the finish. It is a line that we will – by a most certain faith – most certainly cross!
PRESERVICE MUSIC

“Love Song” (Words & Music by Third Day)

RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME
T PREPARATION T
OPENING HYMN

“A Might Fortress Is Our God”

LSB 657, St. 1-3

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
INVOCATION
Pastor:
Congregation:

2

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father T
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES

Based on Psalm 46:1, 8–11

Pastor:
Congregation:

God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Come, behold the works of the Lord.
He makes wars cease to the ends of the earth.

Pastor:
Congregation:

He will be exalted among the nations.
He will be exalted in the earth.

Pastor:
Congregation:

The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.

CONFESSION & GOD’S WORD OF FORGIVENESS
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, and call upon Him in
prayer and praise, and to receive the body and blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people
let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly
Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God,
be merciful to me, a sinner.
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.
Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us
to be Your children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church,
in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new
life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and
graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
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T WORD T
RESPONSE OF PRAISE 1 Chronicles 29
Pastor:
Congregation:
Pastor:
Congregation:

HYMN OF PRAISE

Praise be to You, O Lord, O God our Father; from everlasting to
everlasting, You are God.
Yours, O Lord, is the power, glory and majesty; for everything
in heaven and on earth is yours.
We are Yours, as is the kingdom; You are exalted above all
things.
In Your hands are strength and power to exalt and give
strength to all. O give thanks unto the Lord!
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011549.
Public domain
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LSB 657, St. 4

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor:

Almighty God, You have gifted us with faith in Your eternal
promises, not the least of which is the forgiveness for our sins.
Strengthen us always in the sure and certain hope of both
temporal and eternal life with You. Help us to hold fast to all of
Your promises, as You lead us in faith to our eternal home;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Congregation:

NEW TESTAMENT READING Revelation 14:6-7 (The eternal Gospel proclaimed.)
6 Then

I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim
to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. 7 And
he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give Him glory, because the hour of His
judgment has come, and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the
springs of water.”
Lector:
Congregation:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE READING

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 (Fight the good fight.)

6 For

I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure
has come. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.
8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who
have loved his appearing. …
16 At

my first defense no one came to stand by me, but all deserted me. May it not be
charged against them! 17 But the Lord stood by me and strengthened me, so that
through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it.
So I was rescued from the lion's mouth. 18 The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed
and bring me safely into His heavenly kingdom. To Him be the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
Lector:
Congregation:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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CHOIR ANTHEM “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”
READING OF THE GOSPEL
Pastor:
Congregation:

John 8:31-36 (The truth will set you free.)

The Holy Gospel, according to St. John the eighth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

31 So

Jesus said to the Jews who had believed Him, “If you abide in my word, you are
truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
33 They answered Him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to
anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?”
34 Jesus

answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave
to sin.
slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 36 So
if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.
35 The

Pastor:
Congregation:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE AND BLESSING
HYMN OF THE DAY

“Fight the Good Fight”

LSB 664

SERMON
CREEDAL HYMN “We All Believe in One True God”

LSB 953

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor:

Let us pray for Christ’s Church here and throughout the world,
that as she rejoices in her calling, she might endure and be
strengthened for the days ahead.

Pastor:

Blessed Father, You are gracious and merciful, and we praise
Your holy name. May Your Word and Sacraments have mighty
effect, both here and throughout the world, so that Your Church
may increase and Your Name may be glorified. In Your mercy,
Lord: HEAR OUR PRAYER.

6

Pastor:

For all who continue to run the race of faith, here and
elsewhere. Let us be strengthened and equipped by Your grace
and favor, to press on towards that goal of the upward call of
Christ. In Your mercy, Lord: HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Pastor:

For Trinity, that in the days ahead, You would strengthen, bless
and guide us. For past blessings, we give You thanks, and for the
joys of ministry shared. We rejoice in the gifts of grace You have
so richly bestowed upon us, even as we ask that You continue to
inspire our witness to the hope of life we have in You. In Your
mercy, Lord: HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Pastor:

For our own petitions and praises, which arise both out of our
own distress, and joy in having received Your gifts.

Additional petitions and praises are offered.
Pastor:

Lord, according to the multitude of Your loving kindnesses, hear
us as we bring our needs and concerns, our prayers and
thanksgivings before You, that what we have asked we may
receive by Your mercy and grace; through Your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord. AMEN.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
Pastor:
Congregation:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

At this time, we share the Lord’s peace with each other.
OFFERING
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LWML PRAYER OF COMMISSION TO SERVICE
Pastor:
Congregation:

In fervent gratitude for the Savior’s dying love and His bloodbought redemption,
We dedicate ourselves to Him with all that we are and have;
and in obedience to His call for workers in the harvest fields,
we pledge Him our willing service, wherever and whenever He
hath need of us. We consecrate to our Savior our hands to
work for Him, our feet to go on His errands, our voices to sing
His praises, our lips to proclaim His redeeming love, our silver
and our gold to extend His kingdom, our will to do His will, and
every power of our life to the great task of bringing the lost
and the erring into eternal fellowship with Him. Amen.
T SACRAMENT T

RETURN IT TO THE LORD
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Table is set.
Your people have come.

Pastor:
Congregation:

The blessings of God are poured out upon us.
Our hearts, hands and voice are raised in joyful praise.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Therefore, return to the Lord what is the Lord’s.
Give thanks to the Lord for all that He has done!

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Pastor:
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Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had
mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten
Son to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy, we
receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing
sacrifice of His body and blood on the cross. Gathered in the
name and remembrance of Jesus, we are bold to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

(Matthew 6:9–13)

Congregation:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

Pastor:

Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20;
1 Corinthians 11:23–25

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
Pastor:
Congregation:

Lord, we are not worthy to have You come under our roof.
But just say the word, and Your servant will be healed.

PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor:
Congregation:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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ALLELUIA! SING TO JESUS

LSB 821, St. 1

Public domain

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT
For those desiring to receive the LORD’S SUPPER today, please refer to the laminated
card in the pew racks. Those not receiving Communion are still invited to come forward
for a blessing. At the Communion rail, simply bow your head to receive a blessing.
At the time of Communion, please follow the direction of the ushers. For those
receiving the individual cups, a non-alcoholic wine is offered in the center of each tray.
Following the passing of the individual cups, the common cup is offered for those who
wish to commune in that manner.
All who are communing are encouraged to review the Sacrament of the Altar on pp.
326-327, and the Questions on pp. 329-330, in the front of the hymnal.
Once again, we thank God for all who worship here today!
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN

“Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice”

POST COMMUNION HYMN “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”
5.

LSB 556
LSB 821, St. 5

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus;
His the scepter, His the throne;
Alleluia! His the triumph,
His the victory alone.
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion
Thunder like a mighty flood:
“Jesus out of ev’ry nation
Has redeemed us by His blood.”

Public domain
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Pastor:

Congregation:

Gracious Savior, at this Table, You have given us a foretaste of
the feast to come. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our
days of pilgrimage that, on the day of Your final coming, we may,
together with all who have died in the faith, celebrate the
marriage feast of the Lamb in Your kingdom, which has no end;
even as you now live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

Numbers 6:24-26

Pastor:

Congregation:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

“Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”

LSB 655

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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CONGREGATIONAL BLESSING “The Lord My God Be Praised”

LSB 794, St. 4

Amen.
Public domain

Thank you for worshipping with us.
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