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Unashamed of the Gospel: Keeping the Faith
October 6, 2019
AS WE GATHER
Do you have one? A will, or some final set of instructions to your family, perhaps to be
opened and read upon your being called home? Paul’s second letter to Timothy has
been called by some as the apostle’s “last will & testament” – his final written or
recorded words before meeting the executioner’s sword. Paul is almost “home” and
he knows it. So he sets forth some parting thoughts on how God’s people are called to
get along – by God’s grace – in this trouble world. Today? “Keep the faith. … Guard the
good deposit,” which God has carefully placed in you. Yes, “hold firm and fast to the
sure foundation of God’s grace and life in Jesus.” It will not always be easy. But we
are not left to an uncertain outcome. For God Himself will see us through to the finish.
It is a line that we will – by a most certain faith – most certainly cross!
PRESERVICE MUSIC
Chorus:

“Sometimes by Step” (Words & Music by Rich Mullins)

Oh God, You are my God; and I will ever praise You.
Oh God, You are my God; and I will ever praise You.
I will seek You in the morning, and I’ll learn to walk in Your ways.
And step by step You’ll lead me, and I’ll follow You all of my days.

RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME
T PREPARATION T
OPENING HYMN

“Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now”

LSB 902, St. 1-3

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
INVOCATION
Pastor:
Congregation:
2

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES Based on Habakkuk 1:2, 3; 2:3; Luke 17:10
Pastor:
Congregation:

O LORD, how long shall I cry for help?
Destruction and violence are before me; strife and contention
arise.

Pastor:

If it seems slow, wait for it; it will surely come. It will not delay.
The righteous shall live by faith.
We are unworthy servants; we have only done what was our
duty.

Congregation:

CONFESSION & GOD’S WORD OF FORGIVENESS
Pastor:
Congregation:

Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:
Congregation:

Lord, we come to You as unworthy servants as we are by nature
sinful and unclean.
We are by nature sinful. We have not always done what was
our faithful duty. We have not loved You with our whole heart,
and we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. Often our
service to others has been rooted in selfishness and our
motives have been impure. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the
glory of Your holy name.
We are unworthy servants, that’s for sure, having sinned against
God, and deserving only His wrath. Yet, for our sake, our Lord
Jesus Christ came into this sinful and selfish world as the perfect
Servant. He served us by His perfect life and by giving up His life
on Calvary’s cross as payment for our sin.
Therefore, at His command and promise, and as a called and
ordained servant of His Word, I forgive you all your sin in the
name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Do not fear. Be not afraid. God has forgiven You, and will guard
you in all of your ways.
We can ask for no more. In His grace, He gives us no less.
Thanks be to God through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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T WORD T
RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Pastor:
Congregation:

O Lord, who hears the voice of our cry for help,
have mercy on us.

Pastor:

O Christ, who has given us a spirit of power and love and a
sound mind,
have mercy on us.

Congregation:
Pastor:
Congregation:

O Lord, whose limitless forgiveness invites us to now go forth
with confidence and joy,
have mercy on us, and grant us Your peace.

HYMN OF PRAISE

“Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now”

LSB 902, St. 4

Public domain

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:

Let us pray.

Congregation:

Loving God, since we have not been given a spirit of fear, but
one of power and love, help us to fan into flame Your gift of
faith. Grant that we be strengthened to share this faith through
compassionate service to others; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns in communion and love with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 (The righteous will live by faith.)
1:1

The oracle that Habakkuk the prophet saw:

2 O LORD,

how long shall I cry for help, and you will not hear?
Or cry to you “Violence!” and you will not save?
3 Why do you make me see iniquity, and why do you idly look at wrong?
Destruction and violence are before me; strife and contention arise.
4 So the law is paralyzed, and justice never goes forth.
For the wicked surround the righteous; so justice goes forth perverted. …
2:1 I

will take my stand at my watchpost and station myself on the tower,
and look out to see what He will say to me,
and what I will answer concerning my complaint.
2 And

the LORD answered me:

“Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so he may run who reads it.
3 For still the vision awaits its appointed time; it hastens to the end—it will not lie.
If it seems slow, wait for it; it will surely come; it will not delay.
4 “Behold,

his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him,
but the righteous shall live by his faith.”

Lector:
Congregation:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE READING

2 Timothy 1:1-14 (Guard the deposit entrusted to you.)

1

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God according to the promise of the life
that is in Christ Jesus,
2 To

Timothy, my beloved child: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and
Christ Jesus our Lord.
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3I

thank God whom I serve, as did my ancestors, with a clear conscience, as I
remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. 4 As I remember your tears, I
long to see you, that I may be filled with joy. 5 I am reminded of your sincere faith, a
faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am
sure, dwells in you as well. 6 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of
God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands, 7 for God gave us a spirit not of
fear but of power and love and self-control.
8 Therefore

do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me His
prisoner, but share in suffering for the gospel by the power of God, 9 who saved us and
called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but because of His own purpose
and grace, which He gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 10 and which now
has been manifested through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished
death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel, 11 for which I was
appointed a preacher and apostle and teacher, 12 which is why I suffer as I do. But I am
not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed, and I am convinced that He is able to
guard until that day what has been entrusted to me. 13 Follow the pattern of the sound
words that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 14 By
the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, guard the good deposit entrusted to you.
Lector:
Congregation:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHOIR ANTHEM

“Our New Song of Praise” (David Steel)

READING OF THE GOSPEL
Pastor:
Congregation:
1 And

Luke 17:1-10 (Increase our faith.)

The Holy Gospel, according to St. Luke the seventeenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

He said to His disciples, “Temptations to sin are sure to come, but woe to the
one through whom they come! 2 It would be better for him if a millstone were hung
around his neck and he were cast into the sea than that he should cause one of these
little ones to sin. 3 Pay attention to yourselves! If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if
he repents, forgive him, 4 and if he sins against you seven times in the day, and turns to
you seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive him.”

6

5 The

apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6 And the Lord said, “If you had
faith like a grain of mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted
and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you.
7 “Will

any one of you who has a servant plowing or keeping sheep say to him when he
has come in from the field, ‘Come at once and recline at table’? 8 Will he not rather say
to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, and dress properly, and serve me while I eat and drink,
and afterward you will eat and drink’? 9 Does he thank the servant because he did
what was commanded? 10 So you also, when you have done all that you were
commanded, say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done what was our duty.’”
Pastor:
Congregation:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE AND BLESSING
HYMN OF THE DAY

“How Firm a Foundation”

LSB 728

SERMON
CREEDAL HYMN

“In God We Believe”

[TUNE: “Immortal, Invisible” LSB 802]

1. In God we believe: the Creator whose pow’r
In mercy has brought us for worship this hour.
He graciously grants us our years and our days
And blesses with kindness our work and our ways.
2. In Jesus, the Savior, our hope is secured.
True God and true man once the cross he endured
To grant our lives wholeness, forgiveness of sin.
With hearts freed from guilt, we know true peace within.
3. God’s Spirit at work in our lives we confess;
With power and truth the church now he does bless.
As saints, God’s forgiven, one day we shall then
Be living in glory forever. Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all people according to their needs.
Lord God, You have given us the promise that our faith is
sustained by You and Your work. As we are often tempted to
rely on faith in ourselves rather than in You, guide us with Your
Spirit to trust confidently in You. In joyous duty as Your faithful
servants, we pray, LORD, HAVE MERCY.

Pastor:

Pastor:

Ever-present Lord, throughout time You spoke Your Word and
used people to bring encouragement to those in need.
Answering Your people’s cry for help in days of old, strengthen
Your people in our time, both to trust that You will answer our
prayers, and to wait patiently for You to answer them. In joyous
duty as Your servants, we pray, LORD, HAVE MERCY.
Ever-comforting Lord, physician of body and soul, we lift up to
You those who suffer in any way. Strengthen them with Your
Spirit and keep them firm in their faith, [especially . . .]. In joyous
duty as Your servants, we pray, LORD, HAVE MERCY.

Additional petitions and praises are offered.
Pastor:
Congregation:

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in Your mercy through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
Pastor:
Congregation:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

At this time, we share the Lord’s peace with each other.
OFFERING
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LWML PRAYER OF COMMISSION TO SERVICE
Pastor:
Congregation:

In fervent gratitude for the Savior’s dying love and His bloodbought redemption,
We dedicate ourselves to Him with all that we are and have; and
in obedience to His call for workers in the harvest fields, we
pledge Him our willing service, wherever and whenever He hath
need of us. We consecrate to our Savior our hands to work for
Him, our feet to go on His errands, our voices to sing His praises,
our lips to proclaim His redeeming love, our silver and our gold
to extend His kingdom, our will to do His will, and every power
of our life to the great task of bringing the lost and the erring
into eternal fellowship with Him. Amen.
T SACRAMENT T

RETURN IT TO THE LORD
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Table is set.
Your people have come.

Pastor:
Congregation:

The blessings of God are poured out upon us.
Our hearts, hands and voice are raised in joyful praise.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Therefore, return to the Lord what is the Lord’s.
Give thanks to the Lord for all that He has done!

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Pastor:

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had
mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten
Son to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy, we
receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing
sacrifice of His body and blood on the cross. Gathered in the
name and remembrance of Jesus, we are bold to pray:
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LORD’S PRAYER

(Matthew 6:9–13)

Congregation:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
Pastor:

Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20;
1 Corinthians 11:23–25

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
Pastor:
Congregation:

Lord, we are not worthy to have You come under our roof.
But just say the word, and Your servant will be healed.

PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor:
Congregation:
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The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

GOD LOVES ME DEARLY

LSB 392, St. 1-3

Public domain

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT
For those desiring to receive the LORD’S SUPPER today, please refer to the laminated
card in the pew racks. Those not receiving Communion are still invited to come forward
for a blessing. At the Communion rail, simply bow your head to receive a blessing.
At the time of Communion, please follow the direction of the ushers. For those
receiving the individual cups, a non-alcoholic wine is offered in the center of each tray.
Following the passing of the individual cups, the common cup is offered for those who
wish to commune in that manner.
All who are communing are encouraged to review the Sacrament of the Altar on pp.
326-327, and the Questions on pp. 329-330, in the front of the hymnal.
Once again, we thank God for all who worship here today!
DISTRIBUTION HYMN

“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”

LSB 575
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GOD LOVES ME DEARLY

LSB 392, St. 4-5

Public domain

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Pastor:

Congregation:

Loving God, thank You for feeding us in this Meal with the body
and blood of Jesus, by which You renew in us the deposit of faith
once delivered to the saints. Grant that we living by faith
embody Your love with the people we encounter this week;
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns in communion and love with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

Numbers 6:24-26

Pastor:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
Amen.

Congregation:
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DISMISSAL
Pastor:
Congregation:

Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God.

CLOSING HYMN

“My Faith Looks Up to Thee”

LSB 702

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONGREGATIONAL BLESSING “The Lord My God Be Praised”

LSB 794, St. 4

Amen.
Public domain

Thank you for worshipping with us.
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