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AS WE GATHER
Today’s Readings celebrate the generosity of God and our calling to reflect His
generosity in our lives. Amos the prophet reminds us that God has a big heart for the
poor; He is just and desires that we conduct our life’s business with honesty, integrity,
fairness, and generosity toward the poor. Paul’s guidance to Timothy includes amazing
statements of God’s generosity: God our Savior desires all people to be saved and to
come to the knowledge of the truth, and Christ Jesus gave Himself as a ransom for all.
Finally, in the Gospel, we hear the strange parable of the unjust manager, in which the
master was generous to the unjust manager and to all the debtors. So is our God
generous to us, calling us to use whatever wealth entrusted to us to accomplish His
work in the world.
PRESERVICE MUSIC “That’s Why We Praise Him” (Words & Music by Tommy Walker
© 1999 We Mobile Music and Doulos Publishing)
He came to live, live a perfect life.
He came to be the Living Word of light.
He came to die so we’d be reconciled.
He came to rise to show His power and might.
Chorus: That’s why we praise Him that’s why we sing,
That’s why we offer Him our everything,
That’s why we bow down and worship this King,
‘Cause He gave His everything;
‘Cause He gave His everything.
He came to live, live again in us.
He came to be our conquering King and Friend.
He came to heal and show the lost ones His love.
He came to go prepare a place for us. (Chorus)
Halle, hallelujah! Halle hallelujah!
Halle, hallelujah! Halle hallelujah! (Chorus)
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RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME
T PREPARATION T
OPENING HYMN

“From All That Dwell Below the Skies”

LSB 816, St. 1-2

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
INVOCATION
Pastor:
Congregation:
OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor:
Congregation:
Pastor:
Congregation:
Pastor:
Congregation:

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.
Psalm 113:1–3, 7–8
Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants of the LORD, praise the name
of the LORD!
Blessed be the name of the LORD from this time forth and
forevermore!
From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the LORD is
to be praised!
He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the
ash heap,
to make them sit with princes, with the princes of His people.
Praise the LORD.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Pastor:
Congregation:
Pastor:
Congregation:

1 Timothy 2:5

Mighty and merciful Lord, with heavy hearts we confess our sin
to You.
Captive to sin and self, we have sinned against You, mighty
God, in thought, word, and deed.
When we have ignored the plight of the poor,
we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed.
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Pastor:
Congregation:
Pastor:
Congregation:

Pastor:

Congregation:

When our happiness is dependent upon our possessions and our
wealth,
we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed.
When we have failed to be generous to others as You have been
generous to us,
we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed.
Bring us to repentance, Lord. Forgive our sins, those of which
we are aware and those we do unwittingly. Have mercy on us.
There is one God, and there is one mediator, the man Christ
Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom for all, to die for our sin
and for His sake to forgive us. Therefore, as a fellow-redeemed
in Jesus and as His called and ordained servant in this place, I
rejoice to declare His forgiveness, in the name of the Father and
of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
T WORD T

RESPONSE OF PRAISE

Psalm 30:2–5; antiphon: vv. 11a, 12b

Pastor:
Congregation:

You have turned for me my mourning into dancing;
O LORD my God, I will give thanks to You forever!

Pastor:
Congregation:

O LORD my God, I cried to You for help,
and You have healed me.

Pastor:
Congregation:

O LORD, You have brought up my soul from Sheol;
You restored me to life from among those who go down to the
pit.
Sing praises to the LORD, O you His saints,
and give thanks to His holy name.

Pastor:
Congregation:
Pastor:
Congregation:

For His anger is but for a moment, and His favor is for a lifetime.
Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the
morning.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Pastor:
Congregation:
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You have turned for me my mourning into dancing;
O LORD my God, I will give thanks to You forever!

HYMN OF PRAISE

“From All That Dwell Below the Skies”

LSB 816, St. 3

Public domain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:

Let us pray.

Congregation:

Lord God, Your generosity exceeds our understanding. Guide
Your people to practice generosity wisely and abundantly, so
that the world may catch a glimpse of Your unfathomable
generosity through us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Amos 8:4-7 (The Lord and the poor.)
4 Hear

this, you who trample on the needy
and bring the poor of the land to an end,
5 saying, “When will the new moon be over,
that we may sell grain?
And the Sabbath, that we may offer wheat for sale,
that we may make the ephah small and the shekel great
and deal deceitfully with false balances,
6 that we may buy the poor for silver
and the needy for a pair of sandals
and sell the chaff of the wheat?”
7 The LORD

has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
“Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.”
Lector:
Congregation:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE READING

1 Timothy 1:12-17 (Jesus came to save sinners.)

12 I

thank Him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because He judged me
faithful, appointing me to His service, 13 though formerly I was a blasphemer,
persecutor, and insolent opponent. But I received mercy because I had acted
ignorantly in unbelief, 14 and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith
and love that are in Christ Jesus.
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15 The

saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. 16 But I received mercy for
this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display His perfect patience
as an example to those who were to believe in Him for eternal life. 17 To the King of the
ages, Immortal, Invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.
Lector:
Congregation:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

VERSE 1 Timothy 2:5–6a
Pastor:

Congregation:

Alleluia. For there is one God, and there is one mediator
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself
as a ransom for all.
Alleluia.

READING OF THE GOSPEL
Pastor:
Congregation:

Luke 16:1-13 (True devotion to God.)

The Holy Gospel, according to St. Luke the sixteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

1 [Jesus]

also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and
charges were brought to him that this man was wasting his possessions. 2 And he
called him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the account of
your management, for you can no longer be manager.’ 3 And the manager said to
himself, ‘What shall I do, since my master is taking the management away from me? I
am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4 I have decided what to do, so
that when I am removed from management, people may receive me into their houses.’
5 So,

summoning his master's debtors one by one, he said to the first, ‘How much do
you owe my master?’ 6 He said, ‘A hundred measures of oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your
bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.’ 7 Then he said to another, ‘And how much do
you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and
write eighty.’ 8 The master commended the dishonest manager for his shrewdness. For
the sons of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the
sons of light. 9 And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous
wealth, so that when it fails they may receive you into the eternal dwellings.
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10 “One

who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest
in a very little is also dishonest in much. 11 If then you have not been faithful in the
unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12 And if you have not
been faithful in that which is another's, who will give you that which is your own? 13 No
servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he
will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.”
Pastor:
Congregation:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE AND BLESSING
HYMN OF THE DAY
SERMON

“Chief of Sinners, Though I Be”

Pastor Dan Schmelzer

CREEDAL HYMN

“In God We Believe”

[TUNE: “Immortal, Invisible” LSB 802]

1. In God we believe: the Creator whose pow’r
In mercy has brought us for worship this hour.
He graciously grants us our years and our days
And blesses with kindness our work and our ways.
2. In Jesus, the Savior, our hope is secured.
True God and true man once the cross he endured
To grant our lives wholeness, forgiveness of sin.
With hearts freed from guilt, we know true peace within.
3. God’s Spirit at work in our lives we confess;
With power and truth the church now he does bless.
As saints, God’s forgiven, one day we shall then
Be living in glory forever. Amen.
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LSB 611, St. 1-3, 5

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor:

Dear heavenly Father, You desire that all people are saved and
come to a knowledge of the truth. Send out messengers and
missionaries to every corner of the earth that people from every
tribe, nation, and language would hear the saving mercy of Your
Son, Jesus Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Pastor:

Lord, send Your mercy to all who are struggling financially, the
homeless, the poor, the unemployed, the underemployed, and
those dealing with unexpected situations. Lead them through
this challenging road and provide people and systems to help
them. Lord, in Your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Pastor:

Lord, walk with all those who are grieving in the shadow of
death. Comfort them with the hope of the resurrection to
eternal life. Lord, in Your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Pastor:

Lord, You sent Your Son to be the mediator between God and
humanity. Grant us peace and reconciliation in our homes, our
congregation, our community, our country, and throughout the
world. Lord, in Your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Additional petitions and praises are offered.
Pastor:

We commend, O Lord, all of these petitions to Your infinite
mercies, which are new every morning, in the name of Jesus.
Lord, in Your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER, AMEN.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
Pastor:
Congregation:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

At this time, we share the Lord’s peace with each other.
OFFERING
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YOUR LOVE, O LORD (Words & Music Third Day, © 1999 New Spring Publishing, Inc.)
Your love, oh Lord, reaches to the heavens
Your faithfulness stretches to the skies
Your righteousness is like the mighty mountain
Your justice flows like the ocean’s tides
I will lift my high voice to worship You, my King
I will find my high strength in the shadow of Your wings
OFFERTORY

“We Give Thee But Thine Own”

LSB 781, St. 1-2

Public domain

T SACRAMENT T
RETURN IT TO THE LORD
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Table is set.
Your people have come.

Pastor:
Congregation:

The blessings of God are poured out upon us.
Our hearts, hands and voice are raised in joyful praise.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Therefore, return to the Lord what is the Lord’s.
Give thanks to the Lord for all that He has done!
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PROPER PREFACE
Pastor:

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had
mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten
Son to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy, we
receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing
sacrifice of His body and blood on the cross. Gathered in the
name and remembrance of Jesus, we are bold to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

(Matthew 6:9–13)

Congregation:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
Pastor:

Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20;
1 Corinthians 11:23–25
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”

PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor:
Congregation:

Lord, we are not worthy to have You come under our roof.
But just say the word, and Your servant will be healed.

Pastor:
Congregation:

The peace of the Lord T be with you always.
Amen.

11

LAMB OF GOD

LSB 550

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT
For those desiring to receive the LORD’S SUPPER today, please refer to the laminated
card in the pew racks. Those not receiving Communion are still invited to come forward
for a blessing. At the Communion rail, simply bow your head to receive a blessing.
At the time of Communion, please follow the direction of the ushers. For those
receiving the individual cups, a non-alcoholic wine is offered in the center of each tray.
Following the passing of the individual cups, the common cup is offered for those who
wish to commune in that manner.
All who are communing are encouraged to review the Sacrament of the Altar on pp.
326-327, and the Questions on pp. 329-330, in the front of the hymnal.
Once again, we thank God for all who worship here today!
DISTRIBUTION HYMN

“Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”

GIVE THANKS

LSB 851
LSB 806

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Pastor:

Congregation:

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

PRESENTATION OF NLSA CERTIFICATION

Deaconess Tiffany Manor

BENEDICTION

Numbers 6:24-26

Pastor:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
Amen.

Congregation:
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DISMISSAL
Pastor:
Congregation:
HYMN

Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God.
“Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings”

LSB 782, St. 1-2, 4

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONGREGATIONAL BLESSING “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”

5.

LSB 790, St. 5

♫ Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him!
All that has life and breath, come now with praises
before Him!
Let the Amen
Sound from His people again;
Gladly forever adore Him! ♫
♫Amen♫
Public domain

Thank you for worshipping with us.

Safe Space
Is life a little tough these days? IS THERE
Something on your mind THAT you just can’t
shake? My study is a safe space. I am here for
you if you just want to talk, Pray, or simply
to share. No judgment, Just Jesus.

Pastor Ed
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