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Seeking the Lost
September 15, 2019
AS WE GATHER
Jesus came to save sinners. Jesus came to save you! That is the very heart and core of
the Gospel message, a message we hear loud and clear in the readings for today.
Here, love offers. It does not compel. But it does seek out that very thing … that very
one upon whom it would heap itself in abundance … namely the likes of you and me.
Here, we hear the voice of God, calling, inviting, searching, longing. Here, in Christ we
hear that same living voice that renews the invitation for us who are gathered
together today in His assembly. As you have heard that voice today, welcome!
Welcome in Jesus name … to the waiting Father, to the open arms of the Savior, ever
waiting to place us on His shoulders and carry us home rejoicing!
PRESERVICE MUSIC “Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)” (Words & Music by John
Newton, John P. Rees, Edwin Othello Excell, Chris Tomlin and Louie Giglio © 2006
worshiptogether.com songs | sixsteps Music | Vamos Publishing)
Chorus: My chains are gone, I’ve been set free.
My God, my Savior has ransomed me,
And like a flood, His mercy reigns, unending love, amazing grace.
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me.
I once was lost, but now I’m found, was blind but now I see.
‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved.
How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed. (Repeat Chorus)
The Lord has promised good to me, His word my hope secures.
He will my shield and portion be as long as life endures. (Repeat Chorus)
The earth shall soon dissolve like snow, the sun forbear to shine,
But God who called me here below, will be forever mine.
Will be forever mine. You are forever mine.
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RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME
T PREPARATION T
OPENING HYMN

“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”

LSB 802, St. 1-3

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
INVOCATION
Pastor:
Congregation:

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES

Ezekiel 34:15–16

Pastor:
Congregation:

Thus says the Lord GOD: I will seek the lost.
We thank You, O Lord!

Pastor:
Congregation:

I will bring back the strayed.
We adore You, O Lord!

Pastor:
Congregation:

I will bind up the injured.
We praise You, O Lord!

Pastor:
Congregation:

I will strengthen the weak.
We worship You, O Lord!

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Pastor:

Based on Ezekiel 34

Mighty and merciful Lord, with heavy hearts we confess our sin to
You.

A time of silence is observed.
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Pastor:
Congregation:

We confess,
captive to sin, we have sinned against You, mighty God, in
thought, word, and deed.

Pastor:

When we have treated the lost not with compassion but with
condemnation,
we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed.

Congregation:
Pastor:
Congregation:
Pastor:
Congregation:
Pastor:
Congregation:

Pastor:

Congregation:

When our joy has been in our purity, our possessions, our
reputations, and our uprightness,
we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed.
When we have neglected to care for the poor, the strayed, the
weak, and have instead mocked them,
we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed.
When we have swerved from love that comes from a pure heart,
a good conscience, and a sincere faith,
we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. Bring
us to repentance, Lord. Forgive our sins, those of which we are
aware and those we do unwittingly. Have mercy on us. Seek us,
for You alone can find us and restore us.
Thus says the Lord GOD, I will rescue My sheep from all the
places where they have been scattered, and I Myself will be their
shepherd. Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for
you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
T WORD T

RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Pastor:
Congregation:
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Psalm 30:2–5; antiphon: vv. 11a, 12b
You have turned for me my mourning into dancing;
O LORD my God, I will give thanks to You forever!

Pastor:
Congregation:

O LORD my God, I cried to You for help,
and You have healed me.

Pastor:
Congregation:

O LORD, You have brought up my soul from Sheol;
You restored me to life from among those who go down to the
pit.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Sing praises to the LORD, O you His saints,
and give thanks to His holy name.

Pastor:
Congregation:

For His anger is but for a moment, and His favor is for a lifetime.
Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the
morning.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Pastor:
Congregation:

You have turned for me my mourning into dancing;
O LORD my God, I will give thanks to You forever!

HYMN OF PRAISE

“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”

LSB 802, St. 4

Public domain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:

Let us pray.

Congregation:

You, O Lord, tirelessly seek the lost and the strayed.
We praise You for finding us, welcoming us, and redeeming us.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Help us never to take Your mercy for granted,
and guide us to join You in welcoming those who are lost or
straying;

Pastor:

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Congregation:

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 34:1-16 (The Lord God will seek them out.)
11 “For

thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek
them out. 12 As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have
been scattered, so will I seek out My sheep, and I will rescue them from all places
where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13 And I will
bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring
them into their own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the
ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country. 14 I will feed them with good
pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they
shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the
mountains of Israel. 15 I Myself will be the shepherd of My sheep, and I Myself will
make them lie down, declares the Lord GOD. 16 I will seek the lost, and I will bring back
the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat
and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in justice.
Lector:
Congregation:
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE READING

1 Timothy 1:12-17 (Jesus came to save sinners.)

12 I

thank Him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because He judged me
faithful, appointing me to His service, 13 though formerly I was a blasphemer,
persecutor, and insolent opponent. But I received mercy because I had acted
ignorantly in unbelief, 14 and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith
and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15 The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the
foremost. 16 But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus
Christ might display His perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe
in Him for eternal life. 17 To the King of the ages, Immortal, Invisible, the only God, be
honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.
Lector:
Congregation:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

VERSE Luke 15:10
Pastor:
Congregation:

Alleluia. I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God
over one sinner who repents. Alleluia.

READING OF THE GOSPEL
Pastor:
Congregation:

Luke 15:1-10 (What was lost is now found!)

The Holy Gospel, according to St. Luke the fifteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

1 Now

the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear Him. 2 And the
Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with
them.” 3 So He told them this parable: 4 “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if
he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go
after the one that is lost, until he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his
shoulders, rejoicing. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his
neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’
7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than
over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.

7

8 “Or

what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp
and sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it? 9 And when she has found it,
she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found
the coin that I had lost.’ 10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over
one sinner who repents.”
Pastor:
Congregation:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE AND BLESSING
HYMN OF THE DAY

“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”

LSB 686, St. 1-2, 4

SERMON
APOSTLES’ CREED

(Please see back cover of the hymnal

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

Pastor:

Heavenly Father, You sent Your Son into this world to save
sinners, seeking the lost, binding up the injured and
strengthening the weak. Grant to all the baptized continual
repentance and firm faith in our Savior’s steadfast love. Lord, in
Your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Pastor:

King of the ages, immortal and invisible, the only God, look in
kindness upon all entrusted with public office in our land and
grant them wisdom and courage to serve our nation according
to Your will. Lord, in Your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Pastor:

O Lord, whose grace overflows toward us, remember me in Your
and grant to all other pastors, church workers and congregations
a share in Your divine wisdom that our life together may be to
the glory of Jesus Christ and the salvation of sinners. Lord, in
Your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.
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Pastor:

Father, from whom all fatherhood derives its name, strengthen
the families of Your Church to reflect Your joy in the return of
the lost. Lord, in Your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Pastor:

Our Rock, our Fortress and our Deliverer, remember in love all
who cry to You in times of distress and trouble: the lonely, the
mentally ill, the homebound, the sick and the dying, the
addicted and the unemployed. To Your gracious hands we
commend all who have desired our prayers, asking Your divine
aid upon them all. Lord, in Your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Additional petitions and praises are offered.
Pastor:

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in Your mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
Pastor:
Congregation:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

At this time, we share the Lord’s peace with each other.
OFFERING
JESUS, FRIEND OF SINNERS (Words & Music by Mark Hall & Matthew West © 2011 My
Refuge Music | Sony/ATV Tree Publishing | External Combustion Music)
Chorus:
Jesus, Friend of sinners, open our eyes to the world at the end of our pointing fingers.
Let our hearts be led by mercy. Help us reach with open hearts and open doors.
Oh, Jesus, Friend of sinners, break our hearts for what breaks yours.
Bridge:
You are good. You are good, and Your love endures forever.
You are good. You are good, and Your love endures forever.
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OFFERTORY

“Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God”

LSB, pp. 192-193

T SACRAMENT T
RETURN IT TO THE LORD
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Table is set.
Your people have come.

Pastor:
Congregation:

The blessings of God are poured out upon us.
Our hearts, hands and voice are raised in joyful praise.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Therefore, return to the Lord what is the Lord’s.
Give thanks to the Lord for all that He has done!

PROPER PREFACE
Pastor:
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Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had
mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten
Son to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy, we
receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing
sacrifice of His body and blood on the cross. Gathered in the
name and remembrance of Jesus, we are bold to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

(Matthew 6:9–13)

Congregation:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
Pastor:

Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20;
1 Corinthians 11:23–25

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”

PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor:
Congregation:

Lord, we are not worthy to have You come under our roof.
But just say the word, and Your servant will be healed.

Pastor:
Congregation:

The peace of the Lord T be with you always.
Amen.

LAMB OF GOD

LSB 550
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DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT
For those desiring to receive the LORD’S SUPPER today, please refer to the laminated
card in the pew racks. Those not receiving Communion are still invited to come forward
for a blessing. At the Communion rail, simply bow your head to receive a blessing.
At the time of Communion, please follow the direction of the ushers. For those
receiving the individual cups, a non-alcoholic wine is offered in the center of each tray.
Following the passing of the individual cups, the common cup is offered for those who
wish to commune in that manner.
All who are communing are encouraged to review the Sacrament of the Altar on pp.
326-327, and the Questions on pp. 329-330, in the front of the hymnal.
Once again, we thank God for all who worship here today!
DISTRIBUTION HYMN

“By Grace I’m Saved”

GIVE THANKS

LSB 566
LSB 806

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Pastor:

Congregation:

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who
in lovingkindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we
thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace
in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children
but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that
we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus,
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

Numbers 6:24-26

Pastor:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
Amen.

Congregation:
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DISMISSAL
Pastor:
Congregation:
HYMN

Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God.
“There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”

[TUNE: LSB 686]

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy
Like the wideness of the sea;
There’s a kindness in God’s justice
Which is more than liberty.
There is plentiful redemption
In the blood that has been shed;
There is joy for all the members
In the sorrows of the Head.
For the love of God is broader
Than the measure of our mind,
And the heart of the Eternal
Is most wonderfully kind.
If our love were but more simple
We should take God at His word,
And our lives would be thanksgiving
For the goodness of our Lord.
Troubled souls, why will you scatter
Like a crowd of frightened sheep?
Foolish hearts, why will you wander
From a love so true and deep?
There is welcome for the sinner
And more graces for the good;
There is mercy with the Savior,
There is healing in His blood.
Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814–1863, alt. Public domain.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONGREGATIONAL BLESSING “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”

5.

LSB 790, St. 5

♫ Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him!
All that has life and breath, come now with praises
before Him!
Let the Amen
Sound from His people again;
Gladly forever adore Him! ♫
♫Amen♫
Public domain

Thank you for worshipping with us.

Safe Space
Is life a little tough these days? IS THERE
Something on your mind THAT you just can’t
shake? My study is a safe space. I am here for
you if you just want to talk, Pray, or simply
to share. No judgment, Just Jesus.

Pastor Ed
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