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A Summer Full of Joy
The summer of 2020 will be a summer that is what we think summers
should be – time with less commitments, time off, vacations, sitting on the deck
drinking iced tea. The summer of 2019 was anything but this description. It
was a summer filled with Church Conventions and three of the biggest ones
were the LWML Convention, the National LCMS Youth Convention, and the
LCMS Synodical Convention which meets every three years as a gathering of
the entire Church body through her representatives.
I can comment on the first two from what I heard: major success. I
cannot find the words to fully express my awe of our sisters in Christ in the Lutheran Women’s
Missionary League – Lutheran Women in Mission! In our New England gatherings the energy level
is so high that I find myself saying, “What energy crisis?” These sisters are alive in the Lord and they
put their faith into action. Sometime give yourself a treat and discover on LWML websites and
through communications the many projects locally, nationally, and worldwide which they support.
The phrase, “I don’t think my Church makes much of a difference in the world” will never be spoken
by you again.
What I hear of the Youth Gathering, as I have heard
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the thanks of God’s people. The worship is again a highlight – when they
had the memorial for the clergy and the church workers who went home to
Jesus in the last three years I was holding my hand over my eyes so people
would not see me crying and thanking the Savior for the memory and
example of those who have gone before us. Elections are held and while
many comments are made about campaigning or politicking I also believe
that the numerous prayers to the Lord to guide the delegates in the election
process were answered by a faithful Savior – who no matter election results
is still Lord of His Church.
I was most proud of our New England delegation. I find myself in
awe of the knowledge that our New England saints have of the workings of
the Church. Some were at the convention for the first time but nobody
from our six states came across as a “newbie” who needed guidance at
every direction. Plus, we had the golden distinction of being able to
dialogue when differences arose without the social media mud hurling and
name calling which America has been forced to endure, and especially will
endure in the next year or so before the national elections.
The convention in my opinion was a quiet and peaceful one. No
huge issues dominated the discussions and no major rifts or contentions
even arose that would have demanded the cordial and Christian dialogue I
described above. In fact, if anything, I sense that a couple of major issues
that might have even come to the floor of the convention did not make it to
public debate. It was that peaceful and it transpired with a Christlike
quietness.
I am grateful for our Church in convention, whatever kind of
convention it may be. Sinful man can always ruin it – but forgiven saints
turn to the Lord Who always blesses !

National LCMS Convention: Joyfully Lutheran
Our New England District convention delegates have submitted the below
reflections on their experiences at the convention.
Lay Delegate Judy Welch: When I was first elected to represent our
District I wanted to go to understand the way our Synod worked. I had never
thought much beyond my own church and district and wanted to see the "big
picture". What I learned is that everything we do as Lutherans and as the
Missouri Synod is Christ driven and Bible based. This is the biggest thing I took
from this trip.
Praise God!
But I would also like to share one more thing. Not about resolutions or
votes but about what I think really occurs at our conventions. When I first went
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through the resolutions and saw the one regarding changing this convention to every four years instead of
every three I absolutely thought that was the right thing to do for the savings alone. However I changed my
mind and here is why: Saturday night we had our opening service I was astounded by how many people were
there - about two thousand! The service itself was the most uplifting and faith affirming experience that I ever
had! I will never forget the glorious sound of these two thousand Lutherans claiming their faith through song
and prayer. It surrounded me and filled me with Joy!
Throughout the whole week I was surrounded by love and Joy. Seeing the Pastors and lay delegates
greeting each other with such Joy and working together for the betterment of our Synod was wonderful. Yes
there were a ton of resolutions and much queueing and spirited discussion but the atmosphere of the entire
week was one of faith and the desire to serve the Lord. Every person there was there as a servant of God and
they lifted each other up in every way.
All I could think was we should do this at least every two years if not every year just for the JOY of it!
Lay Delegate Dan Callahan: What a thrill it was to witness the highest ranking leaders of my church
march to the strains of “Come Holy Ghost, God and Lord” with choir, organ and brass accompaniment. The
sound of nearly 2000 voices praising God in unison is an emotional experience not soon forgotten. Chaplain
Willian Weedon was a superb liturgist and Cantor Phillip Magness a virtuoso on the organ and as a composer.
President Harrison had a good handle on keeping the business meetings on track. I marveled at
Secretary Sias’ grasp of procedures. If President Harrison was the heart of the convention, Rev. Sias was the
brains of the operation. The resolutions presented touched on topics from simple By-law revisions to missions,
gender issues, marriage, racism, creation, cremation, retention, continuing Ed for pastors, physician assisted
suicide, and an intense debate as a result of the abrupt closing of Concordia College Alabama at Selma. I felt
that the elections took up too much time. In this age of technology, there must be a more efficient way of doing
elections online. I learned about SMP pastors, about property we sold in Hong Kong, about altar fellowships
with Lutheran from all over the world, and about the service of our active duty military chaplains. I was proud
to be a Lutheran.
Lay Delegate Jerry Brooks: Overall, with the exception of the Selma incident, everything went smooth
[at the convention]. I did my homework two months, prior to the convention, and was prepared to listen to the
debates on those topics. Unfortunately they were referred (tabled) until the next convention. These were the
gay/lesbian issue, order of creation, intinction & cremation. My congregation was interested in these and I
really have nothing to tell them. I enjoyed "breaking bread" with other members of the NED…To God Be All
The Glory.
Pastoral Delegate Rev. Timothy Sandeno: Fitting with the theme Joy: Fully Lutheran, the 2019
convention of the LCMS in Tampa, FL was a time of joy as we celebrated 125 years of Lutheran foreign
missions. We heard from missionary directors for East Africa, West Africa, Asia, Latin America & the
Caribbean, as well as NED mission fund recipient Rev. James Krikava in Eurasia. These directors told of
personal stories in the regions that touched the heart from earnest evangelist traveling to remote locations to
the broken individuals that think themselves too unworthy for God to notice and save them. The joyful result
is the embrace of the Gospel and the continued spread of God's Word of grace in Jesus Christ; a Word that is
for all! In between these great moments business was conducted as elections were completed and resolutions
were passed. In several resolutions we affirmed biblical teachings on creation, sexuality, race, and
immigration. And, of course, there were those that dealt with the technical issues of bylaws. Overall, there was
great harmony and cooperation. It is a joy to be fully Lutheran.
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Commissioned Minister Advisory Delegate Deaconess Tiffany Manor: I have attended national
synodical conventions before but always in the role of a guest or an exhibitor. The 2019 convention was my
first as a delegate and since Ministers of Religion – Commissioned members of synod are not eligible to vote I
was uncertain just how much of an impact my participation in convention would have. During the convention
I found it a joy to serve among hundreds of other commissioned church workers (teachers, deaconesses,
musicians, and other parish professionals) who were very passionate about their Church. They came well
prepared having read the hundreds of pages of convention materials and being formed through their
theological training and professional service to give wise counsel to the voting delegates. I was also privileged
to be asked to serve on a Floor Committee and be given a committee officer role. I learned through the
convention and the pre-work of our overture and resolution process that everyone can have an impact and
that each person and congregation will be listened to whether they write an overture, submit a response,
attend a committee hearing or are a voting delegate.
As others have stated the convention worship was joyful. Though our conventions take a great deal of
resources and work to put together, being present in person as a governing body of our synod allows a spirit
of confession and forgiveness that could never be replicated in a remote, electronic gathering. I am thankful
for the thousands of people who could have been vacationing but instead gave their time to the Lord and His
church. I am proud to be Joy:fully Lutheran.
Lay Delegate Dr. Paul Edmon: As Concordia Seminary President Dale Meyer says "it is a great time to
be the church". There has never been a better time to share
the Gospel, catechize the faithful, and to engage in acts of
mercy with our neighbors, and the convention reinforced
that with sound theological resolutions, encouraging acts of
mercy, and setting our focus on the task that our Lord has
given us to baptize and teach all nations. Of special joy to me
as a member of the Board of Regents at Concordia Seminary
was the election of four excellent men to my board. This in
addition to the resolutions passed by the convention
regarding pastoral education, which I was privileged to be
involved crafting as a member of Floor Committee 6 along
with Deaconess Manor, will give us great guidance in our mission as your seminary to spread the Gospel
through the education of pastors and deaconesses. The Lord has richly blessed us as a Synod and pray that He
continues to do so through the work of our church during the next triennium.

Convention Summary
The LCMS has a full convention summary on the www.lcms.org/convention website and soon
the printed Convention Proceedings will be send to all congregations. A snapshot of some important
convention results are that:
The LCMS recognized altar and pulpit fellowship with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Belgium, the Portuguese Evangelical Lutheran Church, the Confessional Lutheran Church of South
Africa and the Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark.
The convention passed resolutions giving thanks to God for 125 years of international mission
through the LCMS and to thank God for the work in the international regions: Asia, Latin America &
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Caribbean, Eurasia, and Africa. The convention also recognized the international mission work by
thanking God for the LCMS Ministry to the Armed Forces.
The work of Lutherans For Life and LCMS Life Ministries were commended as well as the
synod efforts in disaster response. In other mercy work, the convention encouraged training pastors,
church workers and congregations to recognize and provide pastoral care for those suffering from
clinical depression, mental illnesses and other mental disorders.
Resolutions celebrating diaconal work with over 100 years of LCMS deaconess service and 60
years of Director of Christian Education ministry were passed. The synod’s Recognized Service
Organization will be revitalized through changes in synod bylaws and actions that were commended
to synodical boards and office. A number of resolutions dealing with the recruitment, retention and
continuing education of church workers were passed.
The next national convention will fall in 2022 which happens to coincide with the 175th
anniversary of the LCMS. Additionally the convention is encouraging further celebration of
Reformation 500th anniversary events.
Synod will be providing resources for the faith formation and catechization of people from
cradle-to-grave and will take up the issue of retention of college-age students in congregations. The
convention saw the need to strengthen the family as the center of discipleship.
The resolutions adopted and actions taken by the convention will be the continued focus of
synodical efforts for the next 3 years. For more information stay tuned to the official synodical
communication channels including the Lutheran Witness, the Reporter, KFUO radio, various blog
posts and the www.lcms.org website

NED Missionaries
Michael & Nancy Jane Morizio, members of Our Savior,
Westminster, are newly serving in the LCMS Eurasia region where
Michael is the associate regional business manager. He and Nancy
Jane help with translation and implementation of the Divine Liturgies
and Lutheran Service Book musical settings into Italian. For more
information and to learn how to support the work of the Morizios visit
https://www.lcms.org/morizio

Michael & Nancy Jane pictured with
Deaconess Manor at their St. Louis
installation into missionary service

Church Planting and Revitalization
The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod in convention this summer passed a resolution to
encourage the planting of churches, as well as one to encourage God’s people to engage in active
witness. Our New England District is actively engaged in that work.
The capital campaign to raise funds for New England District church planting continues.
Recently Redeemer Lutheran Church in Gorham, ME and Rev. Timothy Sandeno started a new
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preaching station in southern Maine with more planned in the future. Please pray that other NED
congregations will sow seeds in New England communities with church plants and preaching
stations. One plants, one waters, but God gives the increase. To support the NED church planting
efforts with financial gifts visit www.ned-lcms.org online giving page.

National Youth Gathering
By Kylee Warnock
During the month of July, over 100 youth and adults from several New England District congregations
attended the LCMS National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis Minnesota. Youth from New England along
with over 25,000 youth from the country gathered together to worship and focused on the theme “Real.
Present. God” focusing on Psalm 46:10-11, “Be still, and
know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations,
I will be exalted in the earth!” The Lord of hosts is with
us; The God of Jacob is our fortress.”
Volunteers and staff at our New England District
booth passed out buttons to all the participants of the
gathering with the New England District states on it. The
youth had a great time asking our trivia question, and
enjoyed the fact that many people, adults included, who
did not know what the 6 states in New England were. All
of the New England District youth and adult chaperones
enjoyed fellowship together at Hell’s Kitchen, where we
ate to our hearts content, tried new foods, and played
some games. At lunch we had representatives from both
Concordia Bronxville, and Concordia St. Paul speak
about their education system, and what their colleges
have to offer the youth of our district.
The National Youth Gathering allowed the youth of New England the opportunity to get to know each
other, participate in service projects with youth from all over the country, and to worship together as one
church, one family.

Zion Lutheran, Orange CT
Recent Concordia Theological Seminary,
Fort Wayne graduate Pastor Jacob Benson was
ordained and installed at Zion Lutheran
Church in Orange, CT on Saturday, June 22.
We are excited to welcome Pastor and Mary
Benson to the New England District.
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Our Redeemer, New Ipswich, NH
Rev. Dagan Siepert arrived in New Hampshire in late August following his ordination at his
home congregation in Texas. He was installed as the pastor of Our Redeemer in New Ipswich on
Saturday, August 24th. Pastor Siepert was a graduate of Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort
Wayne, IN and will serve the congregation part-time as he pursues graduate studies at GordonConwell seminary.

LCEF – Nashua, NH Holds Groundbreaking Service for a New Narthex
On May 25, 2019, Grace Lutheran in Nashua, NH held a Groundbreaking Service for their new
Narthex expansion project.
Their new Narthex area will include a coffee bar area,
handicap and family bathrooms as well as plenty of space for
church members to enjoy fellowship and coffee after Sunday
services. This new area will also help their members become
engaged in the mission work of the congregation and help to
promote ministries due to space constraints.
The congregation hopes to complete their project by Fall
2019.
Loan dollars were provided through the Lutheran Church
Extension Fund.

New England District
LWML Update
The 2019 LWML 38th Biennial
Convention was held in Mobile,
Alabama with the theme of “In
Praise to the Lord!” based upon 1
Chronicles 16:23-24a “Sing to the
Lord, all the earth! Tell of his
salvation from day to day. Declare his glory among the nations.” Nineteen men and women from
New England attended the convention along with 3,000
other convention attendees. Also present were more
than 70 LCMS-affiliated organizations. The convention
included 2 worship services, 2 Bible study sessions and 6
Mites in action Speakers along with additional morning
Bible studies and evening entertainment. There were 4
convention offerings collected totaling nearly $100,000.
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New national officers were elected including Debbie Larson of the Rocky Mountain District elected as
the new president. Twenty-one National Mission Projects for 2019-2021 were adopted totaling
$2,100,000.
You can find additional information on the mission projects selected at www.lwml.org and
contribute towards the New England and national projects by sending mites to Sue Lastowski,
LWML-NED Treasurer at P.O. Box 626, Holyoke, MA 01041.

An Unexpected Service Project in Tampa
By Deaconess Tiffany Manor, Director of Worker Support
This newsletter issue is focused on the major events of the synod this
summer, the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League national convention, the
synodical National Youth Gathering and the LCMS triennial National
Convention. At all of these events our church was sure to express love for our
neighbors in the hosting communities through a variety of service projects.
In Tampa, synod organizers planned a project preparing hundreds of baskets
of mother and baby items that would be distributed locally following the
convention. What the synod organizers didn’t plan on were spontaneous
acts of mercy to the Tampa community that happened behind the scenes at a local hospital.
As you might imagine, any time a large group of people gather there is the potential for
unexpected health crises. Such was the case in Tampa and several of our professional church
workers became suddenly ill and had to be taken to the hospital. I accompanied some of our folks
and in my 2 days of hospital visitation witnessed visiting LCMS deaconesses and pastors become
unofficial hospital chaplains reaching out to dozens of people with the love of Christ. Like many
emergency rooms Tampa General was overcrowded with patients lining the waiting room and
hallways. People waiting for test results or medical care recognized the deaconesses by our navy
uniforms featuring gold crosses and the pastors by their clerical collars, this resulted in conversation,
sharing scripture and prayer for their needs. We witnessed to the hospital staff about our presence in
Tampa and the work of the church to bear the mercy of Jesus Christ to everyone. It was a joy to see
Christ’s love in action serving the people in Tampa.

The next issue of the NED News will focus on the mission efforts of our
NED congregations. Please send articles and photographs into
NEDcommunications@ned-lcms.org by October 15.
Please keep all articles under 250 words. All submissions are considered available for use by the New England District for any district
communication piece including digital and print. Digital photos need to be high resolution and unedited (no reformatting or cropping) NED
Staff and Editors reserve the right to edit articles and submissions for clarity and space.
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New England District Circuit and Regional Breakdown
REGION I
REV. JAMES BUTLER, VICE-PRESIDENT

REGION III
REV. ROBERT BEINKE, VICE-PRESIDENT

CIRCUIT NO. 1
CIRCUIT VISITOR — Rev. Don Colageo, Immanuel Lutheran,
Manchester, NH
Pastor Christopher Bartell, Regeneration Lutheran, Exeter, NH
Pastor Edwin Harkey, Trinity Lutheran, Keene, NH
Pastor George Ruwisch and Associate Pastor Bryan Stecker, Grace Lutheran,
Nashua, NH
Pastor Dagan Siepert, Our Redeemer Lutheran, New Ipswich, NH
Pastor David Mueller , Good Shepherd, Peterborough, NH
VACANT, Christ Lutheran, Troy, NH
Pastor Paul Nielsen, Hope Lutheran Church, Bangor, ME
Pastor Timothy Sandeno, Redeemer Lutheran, Gorham, ME
Pastor Paul Nielsen, Lutheran Church of the Resurrection, Waterville, ME
Pastor Calvin Kemp, Williamstown Lutheran Church, Williamstown, VT
Pastor Matthew Rasmussen, Community Lutheran, S. Burlington, VT

CIRCUIT NO. 6
CIRCUIT VISITOR— Pastor Mark Clow, Grace Lutheran, Middletown,
CT
Pastor Kevin Karner, Immanuel Lutheran, Bristol, CT
Pastor Scott MacDonald, St. John’s Lutheran, Meriden, CT
Served by Pastor Kevin Mongeau, Shepherd of the Hills, Morris, CT
VACANT, St. Paul Lutheran, Naugatuck, CT
Pastor Christian Bunzel, Trinity Lutheran, New Milford, CT
Pastor Joel Kotila, Holy Trinity Lutheran,
Terryville, CT
Pastor Robert Hass, Zion Lutheran, Wallingford, CT
Pastor Joel Kotila, St. John’s, Waterbury, CT

CIRCUIT NO. 2
CIRCUIT VISITOR — Pastor Paul Gramit, Trinity Lutheran, Clinton, MA
Pastor Timothy Knapp and Associate Pastor Eric Sahlberg, Mt. Calvary
Lutheran, Acton, MA
VACANT, Lutheran Church of the Savior, Bedford, MA
Pastor David Jacoby, Messiah Lutheran, Fitchburg, MA
Pastor Jeremy Pekari, Messiah Lutheran, Lynnfield, MA
also serving Messiah Lutheran is Specific Ministry Pastor Dave Brezina
Pastor Steve Vekasy, Trinity Lutheran, W. Roxbury, MA
Pastor Jefrey Jensen, Our Savior Lutheran, Topsfield, MA
Pastor Peter Gregory, Our Savior, Westminster, MA
CIRCUIT NO. 3
CIRCUIT VISITOR — Pastor Paul Lantz, Lutheran Church of the Cross,
Hanover, MA
Pastor James Hopkins, First Lutheran, Boston, MA
VACANT, St. James Lutheran, Canton, MA
Pastor James Butler, St. Luke’s Lutheran, Dedham, MA
Pastor Steve Law, Lutheran Church of Wollaston, Quincy, MA
VACANT, Lutheran Church of The Way, Raynham, MA
Pastor Joe Nollet, Christ Lutheran, Scituate, MA
Pastor Leon Schultz, St. Paul Lutheran, Providence, RI
VACANT, Our Redeemer Lutheran, Smithfield, RI

CIRCUIT NO. 7
CIRCUIT VISITOR — Pastor Rob Morris, Christ the King, Newtown, CT
VACANT, Holy Cross Lutheran, Trumbull, CT
VACANT, Zion Lutheran, Bridgeport, CT
Pastor David Rowold, Cheshire Lutheran, Cheshire, CT
Pastor Walter Harper and Pastor Christopher Chandler, Immanuel Lutheran,
Danbury, CT
Pastor Justin Smith, Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, New Fairfield, CT
Pastor Evan Scamman, First Lutheran, Greenwich, CT
Pastor Robert Beinke, St. Peter’s Lutheran, Norwalk, CT
Pastor Jacob Benson, Zion Lutheran, Orange, CT

REGION II
REV. SCOTT SCHUETT, VICE-PRESIDENT
CIRCUIT NO. 4
CIRCUIT VISITOR — Pastor Ralph (Butch) Lanphar, Trinity Lutheran,
Springfield, MA
Pastor Jonathan Manor St. Paul’s Lutheran, New Hartford, CT also served by
Specific Ministry Pastor Kevin Mongeau
Pastor Jim Rice, Trinity Lutheran, Easthampton, MA
Pastor Randall Bessette, First Lutheran, Holyoke, MA
Pastor D. David Riley, St. John’s, Westfield, MA
Pastor Michael Coons, Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer, Enfield, CT
Pastor Randall Pekari, Our Savior, South Windsor, CT
Served by Pastor Ralph (Butch) Lanphar, Good Shepherd, Suffield, CT
VACANT, Lutheran Church of the Deaf, W. Hartford, CT
CIRCUIT NO. 5
CIRCUIT VISITOR — Pastor Phillip Booe, Christ Lutheran, Amston, CT
VACANT, Hope Lutheran, Storrs, CT
VACANT, Trinity Lutheran, Ashaway, RI
Served by Pastor Bob Mikulastik, Prince of Peace Lutheran, Coventry, CT
Pastor Timothy Gordish, Faith Lutheran, Groton, CT
Pastor Scott Schuett, Redeemer Lutheran, Lebanon, CT
Pastor Volker Heide, Lutheran Church of Madison, Madison, CT
Pastor Greg Dwyer, Zion Lutheran, Manchester, CT
Pastor Mark Valigorsky, St. Matthew’s, New Britain, CT
Served by EIIT Pastor Gem Gabriel, Our Redeemer Lutheran, New London, CT
Pastor Paul Scheyder, Christ Lutheran, Niantic, CT
Pastor Steve Bartell, Bethany Lutheran, W. Hartford, CT
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