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AS WE GATHER
So much of our life in Jesus is built upon words—spoken and heard, sung and shared.
God knows the value and the power of words. He is the Lord of language and the
Master of all communication, not only speaking Creation into being with but a Word,
but also sending Jesus – His final Word – to be our Savior and Redeemer. The Day of
Pentecost is about words and the Word. It is a “day full of grace” because our gracious
God, according to His plan, found a most special way of communicating with people.
The Holy Spirit not only rested on the disciples in “divided tongues as of fire” (Acts
2:3), the Spirit also “gave them utterance” (Acts 2:4) so that they could share the good
news of salvation in Christ alone. What Babel created, Pentecost reversed, uniting all
by the message of the Gospel – the old, old story, but in a brand new tongue!
DAYS OF ELIJAH (Words & Music by Robin Mark © 1996 Song Solutions Daybreak)
Chorus: Behold, He comes riding on the clouds
Shining like the sun at the trumpet call.
Lift your voice, it’s the Year of Jubilee,
And out of Zion’s hill salvation comes.
WELCOME
T PREPARATION T
INVOCATION
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
Pastor:
Congregation:

2

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

NEW TESTAMENT READING

Acts 2:1-4

1 When

the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 And
suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the
entire house where they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to
them and rested on each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.
Lector:
Congregation:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

OPENING DIALOGUE
Pastor:
Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:
Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:
Congregation:
Pastor:
Congregation:
Pastor:
Congregation:
Pastor:
Congregation:

Below the Tower of Babel, people spoke the same language.
And their words spread throughout the land.
Their mouths spoke of human progress and of selfish gain.
In Jerusalem, the disciples spoke by the Spirit to the people
gathered there. And their message spread throughout the
entire city and world.
Their mouths spoke of divine power and the Word of the Lord.
Below the Tower of Babel, God confused the language of the
people there, and they were scattered abroad.
Out of confusion came division.
In Jerusalem, the people were confused by the loud sounds of
many languages – including their own – which they heard and
understood.
Out of confusion came unity and revelation.
Below the Tower of Babel, people talked about what they had
done, and what they could do.
In this place, the people declared themselves supreme.
In Jerusalem, the disciples announced what God had done, and
what He promised to do.
In this place, God ruled supreme.
As the Pentecost people of God, we break through the lost
language of Babel,
A language controlled by the people of the earth.
And in its place, we embrace the loving language of God,
A language blessed by the Spirit of truth.
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Reading of John 3:16 (In the Tongues of the Nations)
Pastor:
Congregation:
OPENING HYMN

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
“Holy Spirit, Light Divine”

LSB 496

Public domain

T WORD T
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor:

O gracious LORD, the day of Pentecost ended the confusion
begun at Babel’s tower, and the people of many nations were
made as one as they heard Your saving Word. Breathe, now,
upon us, that being filled with the Holy Spirit, Your saving
message of Jesus’ death and resurrection may be spread to the
ends of the earth, beginning where we live, move and have our
being; even as You live and reign together – Father, Son and
Holy Spirit – one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Congregation:
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 11:1-9 (Language confused, and the people
scattered.)
1

Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2 And as people
migrated from the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there.
3 And they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.”
And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar. 4 Then they said, “Come, let us
build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name
for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” 5 And the LORD
came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of man had built. 6 And
the LORD said, “Behold, they are one people, and they have all one language, and this is
only the beginning of what they will do. And nothing that they propose to do will now
be impossible for them. 7 Come, let us go down and there confuse their language, so
that they may not understand one another's speech.” 8 So the LORD dispersed them
from there over the face of all the earth, and they left off building the city. 9 Therefore
its name was called Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of all the
earth. And from there the LORD dispersed them over the face of all the earth.
Lector:
Congregation:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHOIR ANTHEM “Grace Alone” (Words & music by Scott Wesley Brown & Jeff Nelson)

5

READING OF THE GOSPEL
Pastor:
Congregation:

John 14:23-31 (Jesus promise to send the Holy Spirit)

The Holy Gospel, according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

23 Jesus

answered, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love
him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. 24 Whoever does not love
me does not keep my words. And the word that you hear is not mine but the Father's
who sent me.
25 “These

things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. 26 But the Helper, the
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, He will teach you all things and
bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my
peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be
troubled, neither let them be afraid. 28 You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and
I will come to you.’ If you loved me, you would have rejoiced, because I am going to
the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 29 And now I have told you before it takes
place, so that when it does take place you may believe. 30 I will no longer talk much
with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no claim on me, 31 but I do as the
Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the Father. Rise,
let us go from here.
Pastor:
Congregation:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE AND BLESSING
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HYMN OF THE DAY

“I Love to Tell the Story” (Words & Music by Katherine Henkey &
William G. Fischer)

1. I love to tell the story of unseen things above,
Of Jesus and His glory, of Jesus and His love.
I love to tell the story, because I know ‘tis true;
It satisfies my longings as nothing else could do.
Chorus: I love to tell the story, ‘twill be my theme in glory
To tell the old, old story of Jesus and His love.
2. I love to tell the story; how pleasant to repeat
What seems each time I tell it, more wonderfully sweet.
I love to tell the story, for some have never heard
The message of salvation from God’s own holy Word. (Chorus)
3. I love to tell the story; for those who know it best
Seem hungering and thirsting to hear it, like the rest.
And when, in scenes of glory, I sing the new, new song,
‘Twill be the old, old story, that I have loved so long. (Chorus)
SERMON
CREED Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed
Pastor:

We confess our faith as expressed in the words of the Apostles’
Creed. Although not written by the apostles of the first century,
it expresses the faith they brought to the nations as the Holy
Spirit enlarged the Church. Today we confess the Third Article of
that Creed, which testifies to the person and work of the Holy
Spirit.

Congregation:

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Pastor:

What does this mean?

Congregation:

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in
Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has
called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts,
sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In the same way He
calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian
Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true
faith. In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my
sins and the sins of all believers. On the Last Day He will raise
me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all
believers in Christ. This is most certainly true.

PETITIONS AND PRAISES OF GOD’S PEOPLE
Pastor:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.
Celebrating the coming of the Holy Spirit, we pray for an
increase of the Word, asking that it may be heard in every
language, bringing the good news of Jesus to every place. Holy
Spirit, blessed Comforter, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Pastor:

We pray for the world and all nations, asking that there would
be peace and security in our days and that the Word of God
everywhere have free course. Holy Spirit, who enlightens us and
intercedes for us always, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Pastor:

We pray for the Church and for this household of faith, that we
may be filled with appreciation for the fruit of the Spirit as
evidenced among us. May we daily grow in love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and selfcontrol. Holy Spirit, source of all good gifts, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Pastor:

We pray that we may be led by the Holy Spirit to do the work
God intends for us to do, bringing aid to the poor and hope to
the oppressed, working for justice in our communities, and
being agents of peace in our circles of relationships. Holy Spirit,
our Advocate, HEAR OUR PRAYER.
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Additional petitions and praises are offered.
Pastor:
Congregation:

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in Your mercy through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
Pastor:
Congregation:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

At this time, we share the Lord’s peace with each other.
OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING “Come Thou Font of Every Blessing” (Arr. By Richard Kingsmore)
Piano Solo by Susan Abert
T SACRAMENT T
PREFACE
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

2 Timothy 4:22

Pastor:
Congregation:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Colossians 3:1

Pastor:
Congregation:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

[Psalm 136]

PROPER PREFACE
Pastor:

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who ascended
above the heavens and, sitting at Your right hand, poured out on
the promised Holy Spirit on His chosen people. For all this the
whole earth rejoices with exceeding joy. Therefore with angels
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:
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HYMN OF PRAISE

“Father Most Holy”

LSB 504, St. 1, 4

Public domain

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
Pastor:

Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20;
1 Corinthians 11:23–25

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST
Pastor:
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O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your
body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember
and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death,
Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment.
So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

(Matthew 6:9–13)

Congregation:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor:
Congregation:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

AGNUS DEI

DISTRIBUTION HYMN

LSB p. 163

“Renew Me, O Eternal Light”

LSB 704
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DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT
For those desiring to receive the LORD’S SUPPER today, please refer to the laminated
card in the pew racks. Those not receiving Communion are still invited to come forward
for a blessing. At the Communion rail, simply bow your head to receive a blessing.
At the time of Communion, please follow the direction of the ushers. For those
receiving the individual cups, a non-alcoholic wine is offered in the center of each tray.
Following the passing of the individual cups, the common cup is offered for those who
wish to commune in that manner.
All who are communing are encouraged to review the Sacrament of the Altar on pp.
326-327, and the Questions on pp. 329-330, in the front of the hymnal.
Once again, we thank God for all who worship here today!
POST-COMMUNION HYMN “Creator Spirit, by Whose Aid”

Public domain
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LSB 500, St. 4

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor:

Congregation:

Breathe into us, O Spirit of God, so that we may live as Your
active messengers, boldly declaring the triumph of the cross, the
victory of the empty tomb, and the blessed hope of everlasting
life. May we eagerly share our faith in the risen Christ, and, by
Your wise guiding, may the hearts of all be turned to trust in
You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, with whom You and the
Father reign now and for eternity, one God forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

Numbers 6:24-26

Pastor:

Congregation:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

“There Is a Redeemer”

LSB 971

© 1982 Birdwing Music; admin. EMI . Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011549.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONGREGATIONAL BLESSING “The Lord My God Be Praised”

LSB 794, St. 1

Public domain

Thank you for worshipping with us on this Day of the Pentecost.
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