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THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Help me help You help them.
May 26, 2019
AS WE GATHER
As last week’s reading from the Book of Acts confirmed for us, living out of our
comfort zone is not the first thing we would choose. But thanks be to God through our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, Christ-followers like Peter and Paul did. Wherein, one of
the key components of such a life of discipleship is to be open to God’s leading and
direction, like Paul and his travelling companions in our text this week. Wherein, here
is Good News. Long before God calls you to the place He wants you, He has been
there. And while you are there, and long after you’re gone, it’s the same. With that
assurance, what might your witness to His forgiveness and grace look like? Ask Him.
Pray this simple prayer: “Lord, help me help You help them. Amen.” And then wait
and see where Jesus may lead, and what He might accomplish through you.
PRE-SERVICE SONG “Amazing Love” (Words & Music by Billy Foote © 1996 worship
together.com songs)
I’m forgiven because You were forsaken; I’m accepted, You were condemned.
I’m alive and well, Your Spirit is within me, because you died and rose again.
(Repeat)
Chorus: Amazing love, how can it be, that You my King would die for me.
Amazing love, I know it’s true. It’s my joy to honor You. In all I do, I honor You.
WELCOME
T PREPARATION T
INVOCATION
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
Pastor:
Congregation:
2

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION OF OUR SINS
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Lord has made known His salvation;
He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations.

Pastor:
Congregation:

He has remembered His steadfast love and faithfulness to the
house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Come, let us kneel before the Lord,
and call upon His mercy that we may be forgiven.

Silence for reflection and self-examination
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:

O God, our Father, since You have set forth the way of life for us
in Your beloved Son, we confess with shame our slowness to
learn of Him, our failure to follow Him, as well as the evasion of
our responsibility in Your service.
Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord.
Forgive us the poverty of our worship, our neglect of fellowship
and of the means of grace, our hesitating witness for Christ, and
the imperfect stewardship of Your gifts.
Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord.
Forgive us that so often, so little of Your love has reached others
through us, that we have been thoughtless in our judgments,
hasty in condemnation, grudging in forgiveness, slow to seek
reconciliation, unwilling to love our neighbors as we ought.
Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord.

Silence for private meditation and confession.
Pastor:
Congregation:

O God,
Have mercy on us, according to Your steadfast love; according
to Your abundant mercy blot out our transgressions. Wash us
thoroughly from our iniquity and cleanse us from our sin.
Create in us clean hearts, O God, and put a new and right spirit
within us. Amen.
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GOD’S WORD OF FORGIVENESS
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:
Congregation:

Rejoice! For the Lord has heard our confession and stands ready
to forgive and renew us in His grace. Where, as a fellow
redeemed in Jesus, it is my privilege and joy to announce the
forgiveness of all of your sins in the name of the Father and of
the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
May our Lord who has begun His good work in you bring it to
completion at the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.
T WORD T

RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Pastor:
Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:
Congregation:
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The Lord is risen!
He is risen, indeed!
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you; not as the world
gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither
let them be afraid.”
The Lord is risen!
He is risen, indeed!
Alleluia!

ENTRANCE HYMN “See, What a Morning” (Words & Music by Stuart Townend & Keith
Getty © 2003 Thankyou Music)
See what a morning gloriously bright
With the dawning of hope in Jerusalem
Folded the grave-clothes tomb filled with light
As the angels announce Christ is risen
See God's salvation plan wrought in love
Borne in pain paid in sacrifice
Fulfilled in Christ the Man for He lives
Christ is risen from the dead
See Mary weeping where is He laid
As in sorrow she turns from the empty tomb
Hears a voice speaking calling her name
It's the Master the Lord raised to life again
The voice that spans the years
Speaking life stirring hope bringing peace to us
Will sound till He appears
For He lives Christ is risen from the dead
One with the Father Ancient of Days
Through the Spirit who clothes faith with certainty
Honour and blessing glory and praise
To the King crowned with pow’r and authority
And we are raised with Him
Death is dead love has won Christ has conquered
And we shall reign with Him
For He lives Christ is risen from the dead
CCLI Song # 4108797
Keith Getty | Stuart Townend
© 2003 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 500626
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor:

O Lord, You once called Lydia and her household to faith in You.
As she, in her joy, then opened her home to Paul and his
companions, so fill us with joy as we recall our dying and rising
with Christ in Baptism. Lead us, like her, to use our gifts and
resources to further the mission of the risen Christ; who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.

Congregation:

FIRST READING Acts 6:9-15 (The Gospel calls and converts.)
[The Old Testament readings during the season of Easter are read from the book of
Acts, indicating that the promises of old fulfilled in Jesus’ death and resurrection, are
even now, being brought forward and lived out in the life of the Church.]
9 And

a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing there,
urging him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 And when Paul had
seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia, concluding that God
had called us to preach the gospel to them.
11 So,

setting sail from Troas, we made a direct voyage to Samothrace, and the
following day to Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the
district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city some days. 13 And
on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to the riverside, where we supposed
there was a place of prayer, and we sat down and spoke to the women who had come
together. 14 One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a
seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to pay
attention to what was said by Paul. 15 And after she was baptized, and her household
as well, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to
my house and stay.” And she prevailed upon us.
Lector:
Congregation:
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE READING Revelation 21:9-14, 21-27 (The New Jerusalem.)
9 Then

came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last
plagues and spoke to me, saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the
Lamb.” 10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed
me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, 11 having the glory
of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. 12 It had a
great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the gates
the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were inscribed— 13 on the east
three gates, on the north three gates, on the south three gates, and on the west three
gates. 14 And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the twelve
names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. … 21 And the twelve gates were twelve
pearls, each of the gates made of a single pearl, and the street of the city was pure
gold, like transparent glass.
22 And

I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the
Lamb. 23 And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God
gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 By its light will the nations walk, and the kings
of the earth will bring their glory into it, 25 and its gates will never be shut by day—and
there will be no night there. 26 They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the
nations. 27 But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is
detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life.
Lector:
Congregation:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHOIR ANTHEM
“Wonderful, Merciful Savior”
(Words by Rodgers and Wyse; music by Vine Ridge and Dawn Rodgers)
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READING OF THE GOSPEL
Pastor:
Congregation:

John 16:23-33 (“I have overcome the world.”)

The Holy Gospel, according to St. John, the sixteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

23 In

that day you will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of
the Father in my name, He will give it to you. 24 Until now you have asked nothing in
my name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full.
25 “I

have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is coming when I will
no longer speak to you in figures of speech but will tell you plainly about the Father.
26 In that day you will ask in my name, and I do not say to you that I will ask the Father
on your behalf; 27 for the Father Himself loves you, because you have loved me and
have believed that I came from God. 28 I came from the Father and have come into the
world, and now I am leaving the world and going to the Father.”
29 His

disciples said, “Ah, now you are speaking plainly and not using figurative speech!
we know that you know all things and do not need anyone to question you; this
is why we believe that you came from God.” 31 Jesus answered them, “Do you now
believe? 32 Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scattered,
each to his own home, and will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone, for the Father is
with me. 33 I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the
world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.”
30 Now

Pastor:
Congregation:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE AND BLESSING
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HYMN OF THE DAY

“Did Not Brave Esther Speak”

[TUNE: LSB 517]

Did not brave Esther speak to free
Her people from their doom?
She dared confront a treachery
That would her race entomb.
Has God not brought you to this place
For such a time as this,
To speak His Word of light and grace
So none its truth dismiss?
What tender care the women showed
When Christ was crucified!
With tears and prayers their love bestowed
As Jesus bled and died.
Those faithful Marys shared the gloom
Of Jesus’ bitter strife;
They came with spices to His tomb,
Yet found Him raised to life!
O sing of Anna, prophetess,
The temple was her home;
Of Phoebe, faithful deaconess,
Who brought Paul’s words to Rome;
Of Lydia, whose cloth was dyed
With hospitality;
Their lives of service magnified
The Holy Trinity.
God summons you to truly care,
To weep with those who cry,
To take your cross and for Christ dare
To live and self deny,
To give till wealth is sacrificed
For those in pressing need,
That all may see in you the Christ—
His love your living creed.
Text: Stephen P. Starke. Copyright © 2008 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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SERMON
APOSTLES’ CREED

(Please see back cover of the hymnal.)

PETITIONS AND PRAISES OF GOD’S PEOPLE
Pastor:

God has made His dwelling place with us. Therefore, let us raise
to Him our prayers on behalf of all those who are in need.
Almighty Father, You met a divided world with one saving love
and will, manifested in the birth, suffering, death, and
resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Lead us as one people in
Him, bless all efforts to speak and share Your holy name. Lord,
in Your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Pastor:

Give Your rich and abundant blessing to Your Church, O Lord,
that we faithfully hold to Your Word, even as You grant Your
blessing to all pastors and servants of the Church in their service
to us in Your name. Lord, in Your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Pastor:

Give us Your Spirit, O Lord, that we welcome the stranger and
boldly speak Your Word to those who have not heard it. Guide
us by Your grace that we be faithful witnesses until You come in
Your glory. Lord, in Your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Pastor:

Govern the nations, O Lord, and bless our leaders, that they be
people of good moral conscience and integrity, for the sake of
the poor and the oppressed, and for the encouragement of
virtue and good works. Lord, in Your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.
Additional petitions and praises are offered.

Pastor:
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Invited by Your promise, we Your people, commend to You
these concerns of our hearts, these prayers of Your Church, and
these petitions on behalf of all people as they have need,
through the mercy and because of the merits of Your Son, our
Lord Jesus Christ. AMEN.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
Pastor:
Congregation:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

At this time, we share the Lord’s peace with each other.
OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING “My Worldview” (Words & Music by Audio Adrenaline)
T SACRAMENT T
PREFACE
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

2 Timothy 4:22

Pastor:
Congregation:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Colossians 3:1

Pastor:
Congregation:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

[Psalm 136]

PROPER PREFACE
Pastor:

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having died
and risen to fulfill Your will, sent Paul to distant lands to tell of it,
so that people like Lydia and her household and all of us
gathered here today would hear, be baptized, and offer their
gifts in service to You. Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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This Is the Feast
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
Pastor:

Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20;
1 Corinthians 11:23–25

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST
Pastor:
Congregation:
Pastor:

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until He comes.
1 Corinthians 11:26
Amen. Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your
body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember
and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death,
Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment.
So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
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LORD’S PRAYER

(Matthew 6:9–13)

Congregation:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor:
Congregation:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

AGNUS DEI

DISTRIBUTION HYMN
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LSB p. 163

“Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise”

LSB 680

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT
For those desiring to receive the LORD’S SUPPER today, please refer to the laminated
card in the pew racks. Those not receiving Communion are still invited to come forward
for a blessing. At the Communion rail, simply bow your head to receive a blessing.
At the time of Communion, please follow the direction of the ushers. For those
receiving the individual cups, a non-alcoholic wine is offered in the center of each tray.
Following the passing of the individual cups, the common cup is offered for those who
wish to commune in that manner.
All who are communing are encouraged to review the Sacrament of the Altar on pp.
326-327, and the Questions on pp. 329-330, in the front of the hymnal.
Once again, we thank God for all who worship here today!
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

LSB p. 164
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor:

Congregation:

Thank You, O Lord, for the gift of this Table, in which You forgive
and bind us together as Your Body in the world. In our thanks,
help us, now fed by bread and cup, to follow in the footsteps of
Lydia, opening our hearts and homes to Your life-giving Word;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

Numbers 6:24-26

Pastor:

Congregation:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

“Spread the Reign of God the Lord”

LSB 830, St. 1, 5-6

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONGREGATIONAL BLESSING “The Lord My God Be Praised”

Public domain
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LSB 794, St. 1

