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THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Getting out of God’s Way
May 19, 2019
AS WE GATHER
Living out of our comfort zone is not the first thing we would choose. We like routine.
We like predictability … that the same home and friends, job or paycheck that were in
“working order” yesterday, are still as solid on the day after. But what if, one day, all
of those things were upset? What if, in an instant, your entire worldview was
changed? No doubt, the world of the disciples was – when the heart of the Easter
message led Peter straight into the home of a Gentile, to sit at his table, to eat his
food, to take the Gospel he had been given, and give it away. What attitudes or
material well-being would you give up for the sake of the Gospel? What worldview
would you be willing to change, if it meant that a family member or friend, or even
your enemy, would be standing next to you in heaven? What Peter, by the Holy Spirit,
gave away that day to Cornelius, may well be the reason you’re sitting here today!
PRE-SERVICE SONG “I Could Sing of Your Love Forever” (Words & Music by Martin
Smith © 1994 Curious? Music)
Over the mountains and the sea, Your river runs with love for me,
And I will open up my heart and let the Healer set me free.
I’m happy to be in the truth, and I will daily lift my hands,
For I will always sing of when Your love came down …
(Repeat Verse)
Chorus: I could sing of Your love forever. I could sing of Your love forever.
I could sing of Your love forever. I could sing of Your love forever.
Verse & Chorus
Bridge: Oh, I feel like dancing. It’s foolishness, I know.
But when the world has seen the light,
They will dance with joy like we’re dancing now …
Chorus
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WELCOME
T PREPARATION T
INVOCATION
Pastor:
Congregation:

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Lord has made known His salvation;
He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations.

Pastor:
Congregation:

He has remembered His steadfast love and faithfulness to the
house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Come, let us kneel before the Lord,
and call upon His mercy that we may be forgiven.

Silence for reflection and self-examination
Pastor:
People:

Let us confess our sins to God our Father:
I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of
heaven and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned
in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by
my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to
have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to
everlasting life. Amen.

Pastor:

Almighty God has had mercy upon you and has given His only
Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
 Son and of the Holy Spirit. May He who began this good work
in you bring it to completion at the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Congregation:
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T WORD T
RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Lord is risen!
He is risen, indeed!

Pastor:

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another:
just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.”
By this all people will know that we are His disciples, if we love
one another.

Congregation:
Pastor:
Congregation:

He is risen, indeed!
Alleluia!

ENTRANCE HYMN “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”

Public domain
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LSB 803

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor:

O blessed Lord, in whom all the peoples of the world are united
in Christ and made one people by Baptism and faith, widen the
hearts of Your people that we welcome the stranger whom You
have called by the voice of Your Word and together rejoice in
Your mercy that knows no end; through Jesus Christ, the risen
Lord, whom with the Father and the Spirit we adore as one God,
now and forever.
Amen.

Congregation:

FIRST READING Acts 11:1-18 (The Gospel comes to the Gentiles.)
[The Old Testament readings during the season of Easter are read from the book of
Acts, indicating that the promises of old fulfilled in Jesus’ death and resurrection, are
even now, being brought forward and lived out in the life of the Church.]
1Now

the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard that the
Gentiles also had received the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the
circumcision party criticized him, saying, 3 “You went to uncircumcised men and ate
with them.” 4 But Peter began and explained it to them in order: 5 “I was in the city of
Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision, something like a great sheet descending,
being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to me. 6 Looking at it
closely, I observed animals and beasts of prey and reptiles and birds of the air. 7 And I
heard a voice saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 But I said, ‘By no means, Lord;
for nothing common or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9 But the voice answered
a second time from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, do not call common.’ 10 This
happened three times, and all was drawn up again into heaven. 11 And behold, at that
very moment three men arrived at the house in which we were, sent to me from
Caesarea. 12 And the Spirit told me to go with them, making no distinction. These six
brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man's house. 13 And he told us
how he had seen the angel stand in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon
who is called Peter; 14 he will declare to you a message by which you will be saved, you
and all your household.’
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15 As

I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them just as on us at the beginning. 16 And
I remembered the word of the Lord, how He said, ‘John baptized with water, but you
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If then God gave the same gift to them as He
gave to us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in
God's way?” 18 When they heard these things they fell silent. And they glorified God,
saying, “Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to life.”
Lector:
Congregation:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE READING Revelation 21:1-7 (A new heaven and new earth.)
1Then

I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is
with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be His people, and God Himself will
be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death
shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for
the former things have passed away.”
5 And

He who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.”
Also He said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 And He
said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To
the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. 7 The one
who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be His God and He will be my son.
Lector:
Congregation:
ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
LSB p. 173

READING OF THE GOSPEL
Pastor:
Congregation:

John 13:31-35 (“A new Commandment I give to you.”)

The Holy Gospel, according to St. John, the thirteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

31 When

He had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is
glorified in Him. 32 If God is glorified in Him, God will also glorify Him in Himself, and
glorify Him at once. 33 Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me,
and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot
come.’ 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have
loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are
my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
Pastor:
Congregation:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE AND BLESSING
HYMN OF THE DAY

“Christ the Eternal Lord”

LSB 829, St. 1, 3-5

SERMON
APOSTLES’ CREED

(Please see back cover of the hymnal.)

PETITIONS AND PRAISES OF GOD’S PEOPLE
Pastor:

God has made His dwelling place with His people. In confidence
of this, let us raise to Him our prayers on behalf of those in need
and all people.
Almighty Father, You met a divided world with one saving love
and will, manifested in the birth, suffering, death, and
resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Make us one people in
Him, and bless all efforts to come to the true unity of Your Word
by the power of Your Holy Spirit. Lord, in Your mercy, HEAR OUR
PRAYER.

7

Pastor:

Give Your rich and abundant blessing to Your Church, O Lord,
that we faithfully hold to Your Word, even as You grant Your
blessing to all pastors and servants of the Church in their service
to us in Your name. Lord, in Your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Pastor:

Give us Your Spirit, O Lord, that we welcome the stranger and
boldly speak Your Word to those who have not heard it. Guide
us by Your grace that we be faithful witnesses until You come in
Your glory. Lord, in Your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Pastor:

Govern the nations, O Lord, and bless our leaders, that they be
people of good moral conscience and integrity, for the sake of
the poor and the oppressed, and for the encouragement of
virtue and good works. Lord, in Your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.
Additional petitions and praises are offered.

Pastor:

Invited by Your promise, we Your people, commend to You
these concerns of our hearts, these prayers of Your Church, and
these petitions on behalf of all people as they have need,
through the mercy and because of the merits of Your Son, our
Lord Jesus Christ. AMEN.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
Pastor:
Congregation:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

At this time, we share the Lord’s peace with each other.
OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING “That Where I Am” (Words & Music by Rich Mullins)
Chorus: That where I am, you may also be.
Up where the truth, the truth will set you free.
In the world, you will have trouble, but I leave you My peace,
That where I am, there you may also be.
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T SACRAMENT T
PREFACE
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

2 Timothy 4:22

Pastor:
Congregation:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Colossians 3:1

Pastor:
Congregation:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

[Psalm 136]

PROPER PREFACE
Pastor:

THIS IS THE FEAST

Holy Lord, in whose Son death has been overcome and life
restored, it is truly good and right and our duty and delight to
offer You thanks, praise, and worship, through Your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Lord, in whom the divisions of old have been forever
bridged and Your people have been made truly one, in a unity
anticipated here on earth until it is fully known in heaven. With
angels and archangels, with the patriarchs and prophets, with
the apostles and evangelists, and with all the saints we join in
the unending hymn of praise:
LSB p. 171
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
Pastor:

Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20;
1 Corinthians 11:23–25

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST
Pastor:
Congregation:

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until He comes.
1 Corinthians 11:26
Amen. Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

Pastor:

Having remembered His mercy and rejoicing in His gifts, we pray
You to grant us Your Holy Spirit, that all who come this day be
united in faith and live together in holiness and righteousness all
our days. Giving thanks for all that His mercy has accomplished,
guide us faithfully to confess His name before men, until the
new Jerusalem, when He will confess us before our Father and
we will dwell in His presence forevermore; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, in whom we are bold to call You Father and to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

(Matthew 6:9–13)

Congregation:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor:
Congregation:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

AGNUS DEI

DISTRIBUTION HYMN

LSB p. 163

“At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”

LSB 633

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT
For those desiring to receive the LORD’S SUPPER today, please refer to the laminated
card in the pew racks. Those not receiving Communion are still invited to come forward
for a blessing. At the Communion rail, simply bow your head to receive a blessing.
At the time of Communion, please follow the direction of the ushers. For those
receiving the individual cups, a non-alcoholic wine is offered in the center of each tray.
Following the passing of the individual cups, the common cup is offered for those who
wish to commune in that manner.
All who are communing are encouraged to review the Sacrament of the Altar on pp.
326-327, and the Questions on pp. 329-330, in the front of the hymnal.
Once again, we thank God for all who worship here today!
12

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

LSB p. 164

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor:

Congregation:

Almighty God, Your love has reached a divided world by means
of Baptism and the faithful confession of Jesus Christ. We pray
You to work in us through Your Spirit, that the unity we confess
with words we manifest in works. Heal our divisions and, by the
voice of Your Gospel, bring into Your Church all who hear this
living Word, in anticipation of the day when all divisions will
cease and we will know You face-to-face; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

Numbers 6:24-26

Pastor:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
Amen.

Congregation:
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DISMISSAL
Pastor:
Congregation:

Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God.

CLOSING HYMN

“May God Bestow on Us His Grace”

LSB 824

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONGREGATIONAL BLESSING “The Lord My God Be Praised”

LSB 794, St. 1

Public domain

Thank you for worshipping with us on this 5th Sunday of Easter.
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