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CHRISTMAS EVE
Gloria in Excelsis Deo!
December 24, 2018
AS WE GATHER
At last, we have arrived! This evening’s worship brings us to that long-awaited and
anticipated goal. With most of the “hustle and bustle” of that season complete, we
approach the doorstep of the Manger. Jesus is there! He has come. We are glad to
meet Him, on this most holy of nights! Truly, we sing the song of angels!
Yes, “Glory to God in the highest!” the angles sing, with an expression of hopeful joy
echoing throughout the ages, and finding a home in us this night. Their song, like all of
the Church’s songs this season, is about Jesus, the goal of our faith. They hail a word
from God, appearing in the Word made flesh, shining forth the light of redemption to
those lost in darkness. Yes, we’ve arrived to a glorious promise, to find that our
salvation has also arrived. We’ve arrived to sing our own “Gloria in excelsis Deo!”
Therefore, rejoice. Rejoice and worship! The glory of Christmas is here!
PRELUDE

“In the Bleak Midwinter” (arr. by Todd Beaney)
“Gesu Bambino (The Infant Jesus)” (arr. by Mark Hayes)
“Gabriel’s Message” (Traditional Basque carol,
arr. By Todd Beaney)
“A Christmas Medley” (arr. by John Purifoy)
Piano: Susan Abert

WELCOME AND CONGREGATIONAL GREETING
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T PREPARATION T
OPENING HYMN

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”

LSB 379, vs. 1-3

Public domain

INVOCATION
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
Pastor:
Congregation:

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.
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OPENING SENTENCES

Psalm 96:1–3, Liturgical Text, Psalm 98:1a

Pastor:
Congregation:

Oh sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth!
Sing to the Lord, bless His name; tell of His salvation from day
to day.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Declare His glory among the nations,
His marvelous works among all the peoples!

Pastor:

When all was still, and it was midnight, Your almighty Word, O
Lord, descended from the royal throne.
Sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things!

Congregation:

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS
Pastor:

Congregation:

Pastor:

Congregation:
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Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in
prayer and praise, [and receive the body and blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar,] let us first consider
our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that
we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people,
let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God our heavenly
Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God,
be merciful to me, a sinner.
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.
Upon this your confession, I, as a fellow redeemed of Jesus, and
by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I declare the
forgiveness of all of your sins in the name of the Father and of
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

T WORD T
ENTRANCE PSALM

Psalm 24:1, 3–5; antiphon: Psalm 2:7

Pastor:

I will tell of the decree: The Lord said to Me, “You are My Son; today I
have begotten You.”
The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, the world and those
who dwell therein.

Congregation:
Pastor:
Congregation:

Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? And who shall stand in His holy
place?
He who has clean hands and a pure heart,

Pastor:
Congregation:

He will receive blessing from the Lord
and righteousness from the God of his salvation.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Pastor:

I will tell of the decree: The Lord said to me, “You are my Son; today I
have begotten You.”

HYMN OF PRAISE

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”

LSB 379, v. 4

Public domain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor:

Let us pray.
O Lord, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the
birth of our Savior, Jesus.
grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may
with sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be our
Judge;

Congregation:

Pastor:
Congregation:

through the same Jesus Christ our Lord who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 9:2-7 (The Light has come.)
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The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone.
3 You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest,
as they are glad when they divide the spoil.
4 For the yoke of His burden, and the staff for His shoulder,
the rod of His oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.
5 For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult
and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire.
6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon His shoulder, and His name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7 Of the increase of His government and of peace there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over His kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
Lector:
Congregation:
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SOLO

“O Holy Night” [4:00 pm]
Soloist: Mike Stewart
Piano: Susan Abert
“What Child Is This?” [9:00 pm]
Soloist: Tom Abert
Piano: Susan Abert

EPISTLE

Titus 3:4-7 (God’s grace has appeared, and His name is Jesus.)

4 But

when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5 He saved
us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to His own mercy,
by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out
on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by His grace we
might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
Lector:
Congregation:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHOIR ANTHEM

“Can This Be the Child?” (Words and Music by Don Besig
Conductor: Tyler Flanders
Piano Accompaniment: Susan Abert

HOLY GOSPEL

Luke 2:1-20 (The birth of, Jesus, Savior of the world.)

Pastor:
Congregation:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
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1 In

those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And
all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from
Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with
Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came
for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped Him in
swaddling cloths and laid Him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the
inn.
8 And

in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over
their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to
them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the
people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord.
12 And

this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and
lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God and saying,
14 “Glory

to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom He is pleased!”

15 When

the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the
Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph,
and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying
that had been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at
what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering
them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all
they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
Pastor:
Congregation:
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In many and in various ways, God spoke to His people of old by
the prophets.
But now, in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE AND BLESSING [4:00 pm]
SERMON HYMN

“Angels We Have Heard on High”

LSB 368

Public domain

SERMON
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CREED

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by
the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come.
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor:

Congregation:
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Let us pray for God’s great mercy, asking that He would hear our
petitions and grant them according to His gracious will.
As we recall the first Christmas, Lord, we thank You for the gift
of Jesus Christ. Give us faith never to forget the magnitude and
importance of His sacrifice for us in coming to earth to be our
Savior, our Brother, and our Friend. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:

As we remember Mary and Joseph, we thank You for the gift of
family. Give us hearts to fully appreciate the gifts we receive
through them and seek to be those who cherish and nourish our
family associations. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
As we echo the song of the angels, we thank You for the gifts of
poetry and music and for all of the writers and composers who
have enriched our celebration with their devotion and creativity.
Give us eagerness to ever seek to bring You all that is the best
and most beautiful in our worship. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
As we think of the shepherds to whom the angel brought the
greatest of news, we thank You for those who serve in the
various vocations of life, including those whose daily work often
goes unnoticed. We commend to Your special care, Lord, those
in the military, our first responders and medical personnel, and
all whose labor on our behalf is specially challenging or
hazardous. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
As we consider those who were at the inn surrounding Mary and
Joseph and the baby Jesus, we pray for all situations and
conditions of people, especially those on our hearts at this time.
Be with them and bless them according to their needs, Lord, and
give us opportunities to be of comfort and assistance in Your
name. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
These and any other things You would have us ask of You,
heavenly Father, grant to us for the sake of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who also taught us to pray:
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LORD’S PRAYER

Matthew 6:9–13

All:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Sharing of the Christmas Peace
OFFERING

"He Shall Feed His Flock” (From Handel’s Messiah)
Trombone Solo: Tom Ricks
Piano Accompaniment: Susan Abert

( Lyrics to contemplate on during musical performance)
"He shall feed His flock like a she-pherd,
and He - shall ga-ther the lambs with His arm. with - His arm,
He shall feed His flock like a shep - herd,
and He - shall ga - ther the lambs with His arm, with - His arm,
and car - ry them in His bo - som,
and gen - tly lead those _ that are - with young,
and gent-ly lead _ those, and gently lead those that are - with young."
OFFERTORY PRAYER
[4:00 pm service continues with CHRISTMAS BY CANDLELIGHT, page 17]
[9:00 pm service continues below with the SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT]
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T SACRAMENT T
PREFACE
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

2 Timothy 4:22

Pastor:
Congregation:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

[Colossians 3:1]

Pastor:
Congregation:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

[Psalm 136]

PROPER PREFACE
Pastor:

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty
and everlasting God, for You fulfilled Your promise of a Savior by
sending Your Son to be David’s greater Son, who rules and reign
over all things for ever and ever. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

SANCTUS

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

LSB 380, v. 1
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25
Pastor:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST
Pastor:
Congregation:

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until He comes.
1 Corinthians 11:26
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. Come.
Revelation 22:20

PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor:
Congregation:
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The peace of the Lord T be with you always.
Amen.

AGNUS DEI

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

LSB 380, v. 2

Public domain

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT
For those desiring to receive the LORD’S SUPPER tonight, please refer to the laminated
card in the pew racks. Those not receiving Communion are still invited to come forward
for a blessing. At the Communion rail, simply bow your head to receive a blessing.
At the time of Communion, please follow the direction of the ushers. For those
receiving the individual cups, a non-alcoholic wine is offered in the center of each tray.
Following the passing of the individual cups, the common cup is offered for those who
wish to commune in that manner.
All who are communing are encouraged to review the Sacrament of the Altar on p. 305,
and the Questions on pp. 306-307, in the front of the hymnal.
Once again, we thank God for all who worship here tonight!
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MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION
“O Holy Night” (Arr. by Gary Lanier; music by Adolphe Adam)
Flute: Gwyneth Tolman
Piano: Susan Abert
String Quartet Musical Offering
Martin Hill - Violin
RoseMarie Hill - Violin
Sarah Hill - Viola
Karen Hill Bewersdorff - Cello
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

LSB 380, v. 3

Public domain
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor:

Congregation:

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that Your promises have
been fulfilled among us today. Give us joy in knowing that the
same Savior who became flesh in the Virgin’s womb, still comes
to us today, fulfilling Your promise to abide with us even to
eternity; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

[4:00 pm and 9:00 pm services]
CHRISTMAS BY CANDLELIGHT
1 John 1:5–7; Matthew 5:14–16
The Pastor receives the light from the Christ Candle and, in turn passes it on to the
acolytes and assisting ministers. PROCEED BY TIPPING YOUR UNLIT CANDLE TO
RECEIVE YOUR LIGHT FROM THE LIGHTED CANDLE. Please do not tip the lit candle so
as to prevent the wax from spilling.
Pastor:

Congregation:

As the light of these candles illumines our faces, it symbolizes
the light of Christ coming into the world as our Savior. Rejoice,
therefore, for the Light of the world has come, whose message
we have heard, and now proclaim: God is light, and in Him is no
darkness at all.
If we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship
with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us
from all sin.

17

Pastor:

Congregation:

HYMN

Indeed, Jesus says, “You are the light of the world. A city set on a
hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it
under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the
house.
“Let your light shine, therefore, before others, so that they
may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is
in heaven.”
“Silent Night, Holy Night”

LSB 363

Public domain

CLOSING PRAYER
Pastor:

Congregation:
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Let us pray.
O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the
brightness of the true light. Grant that as we have known the
mysteries of that light on earth we may also come to the fullness
of His joys in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION
Pastor:

Congregation:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Numbers 6:24–26
Amen.

Candles may now be extinguished.
RECESSIONAL

“Joy to the World”

LSB 387, st 1-2,4

Public domain

Postlude
“Of the Father’s Love Begotten”

(Martin Hill, organ)

Thank you for worshipping with us on this beautiful Christmas Eve.
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The poinsettias decorating the altar have been given by the following families:
For the glory of God:
Bob & Liz Stoeckmann
Jim & Jean Henderson
Tom & Sharon Ricks
The Kosakowski Family
Pastor & Miriam Harkey
Marcia Scadova & Vance McNally
Doris Stanley
In memory of loved ones:
Bob Hackerott, in memory of Donna Hackerott
The Stack Family, in memory of Bob Stack
Katy & Bob Traquair, in memory of Loved Ones
Harriet Beckwith, in memory of Ralph Beckwith
Howeina & Robert III, Lariviere, in memory of Robert Lariviere, Jr.
Susan Hoffmann, in memory of Carol & Bill Hoffmann
Linda Rajaniemi & Joyce Gray, in memory of Dave Rajaniemi and Reg & Olive Fuller
The loved ones of Anne & Heidi Olean
Marcia Scadova in memory of Willard McNally
Kathy, Emily and Kyle Huston in memory of Mike Huston
Doris Stanley in memory of family who has passed away
In Thankfulness to God :
Joyce Jackson & Carol Barbierri for June Messer
Joyce Jackson & Carol Barbierri for Hazel Fellendorf
Tom & Sharon Ricks for The Abert Family
Marcia Scadova for all our blessings
Doris Stanley for all my blessings

From the entire faculty and staff of Trinity Lutheran Church and Trinity Christian School,
we wish you a very merry Christmas and a very blessed New Year!
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