Lutheran Church & Christian School

The Fourth Sunday of Advent

December 23, 2018
Redeemed, Restored, & Rejoicing in Jesus!
100 Maple Avenue, Keene, NH 03431
603.352.4446 │ tlckeene.nh@gmail.com │ tlckeene.org

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
A Song of the Helpless
December 23, 2018
AS WE GATHER
While the secular calendar will soon tear off another page, our own “New Year”
continues through this season of Advent. It is a season marked by anticipation and
hope, as we await the coming of the Savior at Christmas, today, on this fourth Sunday
of Advent with the singing of Zechariah’s song. The theme of his song? It is the theme
of the season – Jesus, our Immanuel, God with us, who even now deigns to visit His
people. Therefore, sing, Church, sing. The Lord is come! Indeed, Jesus is coming.
Welcome in the blessed Savior’s name.
PRESERVICE MUSIC “Emmanuel (Hallowed Manger Ground)” (Words & Music by
Chris Tomlin & Ed Cash)
♫ Chorus: Emmanuel, Emmanuel, God incarnate, here to dwell.
Emmanuel, Emmanuel, praise His name, Emmanuel. ♫
WELCOME
OPENING HYMN

“Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding”

LSB 345, St. 1-3

T PREPARATION T
INVOCATION
Pastor:
Congregation:
OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor:
Congregation:

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.
Psalm 89:1
I will sing of the steadfast love of the Lord, forever;
with my mouth, I will make known your faithfulness to all
generations.

Silence for personal reflection and meditation.
2

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in
prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people,
let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God our heavenly
Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying:
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Congregation:

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us
to be Your children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church,
in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new
life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and
graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

ENTRANCE PSALM

Psalm 89:1

Pastor:
Congregation:

I will sing of the steadfast love of the Lord, forever;
with my mouth, I will make known your faithfulness to all
generations.
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HYMN OF PRAISE

“Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding”

LSB 345, St. 4-5

Public domain

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:

Congregation:

Pastor:
Congregation:

Let us pray.
Come into our midst, Lord Jesus, and graciously visit us with
Your salvation,
that we may know the blessedness You bring to our low estate,
as well as the joy of being lifted up and brought into Your story
of redemption and grace;
for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.
T WORD T

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 40:1-5
1 Comfort,

comfort my people, says your God.
tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her that her warfare is ended,
that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the LORD's hand
double for all her sins.
2 Speak
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(Comfort for God’s people)

3A

voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.
5 And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
Lector:
Congregation:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

NEW TESTAMENTE READING Acts 13:13-26

(Paul and Barnabas at Antioch)

13 Now

Paul and his companions set sail from Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia.
And John left them and returned to Jerusalem, 14 but they went on from Perga and
came to Antioch in Pisidia. And on the Sabbath day they went into the synagogue and
sat down. 15 After the reading from the Law and the Prophets, the rulers of the
synagogue sent a message to them, saying, “Brothers, if you have any word of
encouragement for the people, say it.” 16 So Paul stood up, and motioning with his
hand said:
“Men of Israel and you who fear God, listen. 17 The God of this people Israel chose our
fathers and made the people great during their stay in the land of Egypt, and with
uplifted arm He led them out of it. 18 And for about forty years He put up with them in
the wilderness. 19 And after destroying seven nations in the land of Canaan, He gave
them their land as an inheritance. 20 All this took about 450 years. And after that He
gave them judges until Samuel the prophet. 21 Then they asked for a king, and God
gave them Saul the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. 22 And
when He had removed him, He raised up David to be their king, of whom He testified
and said, ‘I have found in David the son of Jesse a man after my heart, who will do all
my will.’ 23 Of this man's offspring God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, as He
promised. 24 Before His coming, John had proclaimed a baptism of repentance to all
the people of Israel. 25 And as John was finishing his course, he said, ‘What do you
suppose that I am? I am not He. No, but behold, after me one is coming, the sandals of
whose feet I am not worthy to untie.’26 “Brothers, sons of the family of Abraham, and
those among you who fear God, to us has been sent the message of this salvation.
Lector:
Congregation:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Choir Anthem

“Angels and Shepherds”

(A Czechoslovakian Carol)

HOLY GOSPEL

Luke 1:57-67, 80

(The Birth of John the Baptist)

Pastor:
Congregation:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

57 Now

the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58 And her
neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they
rejoiced with her. 59 And on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child. And they
would have called him Zechariah after his father, 60 but his mother answered, “No; he
shall be called John.” 61 And they said to her, “None of your relatives is called by this
name.” 62 And they made signs to his father, inquiring what he wanted him to be
called. 63 And he asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And they all
wondered.
64 And

immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke,
blessing God. 65 And fear came on all their neighbors. And all these things were talked
about through all the hill country of Judea, 66 and all who heard them laid them up in
their hearts, saying, “What then will this child be?” For the hand of the Lord was with
him.
67 And
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his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying,

SONG OF ZECHARIAH

LSB, p. 226-227

80 And

the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until
the day of his public appearance to Israel.
Pastor:
Congregation:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE & BLESSING
HYMN OF THE DAY

“Word of God, Come Down to Earth”

LSB 545, St. 1-2, 4

SERMON
APOSTLES’ CREED
(Please see the back inside cover of the hymnal or Power Point slides)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
each according to their needs.

[Each petition is concluded with the following response:]
Pastor:
Congregation:

O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
and cheer us by Thy drawing nigh.

Pastor:

Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
Your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.

People:

Sharing of the Peace.
OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING

“Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella” (Traditional French Carol)
Flute Solo: Gwyneth Tolman
Piano Accompaniment: Susan Abert

OFFERTORY PRAYER
T SACRAMENT T
PREFACE
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

2 Timothy 4:22

Pastor:
Congregation:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

[Colossians 3:1]

Pastor:
Congregation:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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[Psalm 136]

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Pastor:

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty
and everlasting God, for You fulfilled Your promise of a Savior by
sending Your Son to be David’s greater Son, who rules and reigns
over all things for ever and ever. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

HYMN OF PRAISE

“Sing Praise to the God of Israel”

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
Pastor:

LSB 936, St. 1-2

Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20;
1 Corinthians 11:23–25

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
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“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
PRAYER OF INVITATION
Pastor:

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your
body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember
and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death,
Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment.
So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

(Matthew 6:9–13)

(Please see the back inside cover of the hymnal or Power Point slides)
PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor:
Congregation:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

HYMN OF PREPARATION

Public domain
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“Sing Praise to the God of Israel”

LSB 936, St. 3

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT
For those desiring to receive the LORD’S SUPPER today, please refer to the laminated
card in the pew racks. Those not receiving Communion are still invited to come forward
for a blessing. At the Communion rail, simply bow your head to receive a blessing. At
the time of Communion, please follow the direction of the ushers. Gluten free wafers
are available. Please speak with an Elder prior to the service. Also, for those receiving
the individual cups, a non-alcoholic wine is offered in the center of each tray. Following
the passing of the individual cups, the common cup is offered for those who wish to
commune in that manner.
All who are communing are encouraged to review the Sacrament of the Altar on
pp. 326-327, and the Questions on pp. 329-330, in the front of the hymnal.
Once again, we thank God for all who worship here today!
DISTRIBUTION MUSIC
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (Traditional)
Piano: Susan Abert
Flute: Gwyneth Tolman
“Savior of the Nations Come”
HYMN OF THANKSGIVING

LSB 332
“Sing Praise to the God of Israel”

LSB 936, St. 4

© 1992 Stephen P. Starke Public domain
admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011549.
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor:

Congregation:

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that Your promises have
been fulfilled among us today. Give us joy in knowing that the
same Savior who came to us in flesh, still comes to us today,
fulfilling Your promise to abide with us even to eternity; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

Psalm 89:1; Numbers 6:24-26

Pastor:
Congregation:

I will sing of the steadfast love of the Lord, forever.
with my mouth, I will make known Your faithfulness to all
generations.

Pastor:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Congregation:
CLOSING HYMN
ANNOUNCEMENTS

“Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise”

CONGREGATIONAL BLESSING

LSB 917, St. 1-2, 4

“Our God Reigns”

♫ How lovely on the mountains
Are the feet of Him who brings
Good news, good news,
Announcing peace, proclaiming news of happiness.
Our God reigns, our God reigns; Our God reigns, our God reigns;
Our God reigns, our God reigns. ♫

Thank you for joining us for Worship on this Fourth Sunday in Advent.
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Nursery care is available during the worship service for children 4 years old and under.
Children are always welcome in worship.
Trinity Calendar for December 23-- December 30, 2018
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

9:00 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm
9:00 pm
10:00 am

Bible Study Class & Sunday School
Worship Service w/ Holy Communion
Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship
Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship w/ Holy Communion
Christmas Day Worship w/ Holy Communion

10:30 am

Bible Study

8:00 am

Men of Christ Bible Study

9:00 am
10:30 am

Bible Study Class & Sunday School
Worship Service (Matins/ no Communion)

Prayer Requests
We encourage you to remember these requests in your prayers this week. Each week we
will list three families from our congregation. Please keep them in your prayers:
 Bill Tompson,
 Pete & Lu Dodson
 Fred Riesler
 Loren Wilder
 Our families this week: The Banks Family, The Beckwith Family and the Belval Family

Upcoming Events & Meetings:
 24 December- 4pm Candlelight Worship ; 9pm Candlelight Worship w/ Communion
 25 December-10 am, Christmas Day Worship w/ Communion
 30 December- 10:30 am Order of Matins Worship (no Communion)
 31 December-8:00pm to Jan 1, 8:00 am: Sr. Youth Lock-In at TLC

Worship Attendance for Sunday, December 16: 138

13

Servants for next Sunday, December 30, 2018
Elder of the Day
Communion Assistant
Prayer Taker
Ushers
Greeters
Reader
Sound Technician
Projectionist
Nursery
Counters/Offering

Lonnie Geer
No Communion
Ryan Sproul
Scott Schneider, Bob Hackerott
Judy Taylor, Linda Vermillyea
Mike & Gloria Stewart
Karen Banks
Carol Kay
Kyle Huston
Lexie Kosakowski, Karrie Kosakowski
Howeina Lariviere, Judy Taylor

Birthdays and Anniversaries
23 December—Charley & Lenore Blount’s Anniversary
23 December—Terry Fuller’s Birthday
24 December—Evelyn Konig’s Birthday
26 December—Richie Randall’s Birthday
27 December—Eileen Ball’s Birthday
28 December—Bob & Kelly Budd’s Anniversary
28 December—Emily Belval’s Birthday
29 December—Heidi Beaudine’s Birthday
29 December—Jim & Anne Knight’s Anniversary
Guest Wi Fi is available at no charge while visiting Trinity Lutheran
Church, please feel free to log in.




NETWORK: TLC Guest
PASSWORD: Maple20!7
When prompted, Guest Access, Password: VisitingCHURCH

Altar Flowers

Today’s altar flowers have been given by
Pastor and Miriam in thankfulness to God
for 36 years of marriage.
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Please use the following web address to complete the Congregational portion of the
Accreditation Process survey. It only takes a couple of minutes and helps a lot!
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7YB59XV
The Holiday Season has arrived. The Church Library has a
wonderful full display of Christmas DVD’s, CD’s and books for
adults and children alike. Please stop by and browse. You may
find something you like and wish to borrow. Thank you to
Linda Vermilyea and Howeina Lariviere
for all the time and effort keeping the library so beautiful and
user-friendly.

When: New Year’s Eve
Where: Trinity Lutheran
Church
Who: All Sr. Youth

All Sr. Youth are invited to come for
fellowship, fun, food and friends!
It will begin at 8:00 pm on the 31st
and end at 8:00 am on Jan 1.
Please see Lenny Kosakowski or
Rich Randall to sign up or for more
information. It will be a safe and faith
filled evening for the youth. Thank you

Thank you for picking up your envelopes. Those of
you who didn’t yet pick them up, they are now in
your mail box. If you did not get a box and would
like one with your own number, please contact
Lori Geer @ tlckeene.businessmgr@gmail.com.
She will be glad to match you up with a box!
Please see new FLOWER CHART in the Narthex if you would like
to sign up for Church Altar Flowers in 2019. The cost is just
$20.00 for the arrangement. There are envelopes on the table if
you wish to pay ahead. Otherwise we will put a reminder in your
box when your week comes up. Glory to God in the Highest.
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Church Office

Elders

Music Team

Hours: Monday–Thursday, 9 am–2 pm
Phone (603) 352-4446

Pastor Ed Harkey
Phone: (508) 813-8201
Bob Stoeckmann
Phone (603) 352-7050
Rita Corey
Phone (603) 313-7220
Carol Kay
Phone (603) 352-7466
Mike Stewart
Phone (603)357-3152

Business Manager – Lori Geer
tlckeene.businessmgr@gmail.com
Phone (603) 352-4446

Pastor Ed Harkey
Phone: (508) 813-8201
Lonnie Geer-Head Elder
Phone (603) 370-8928
Mark Franke
Phone (713) 870-2963
Lenny Kosakowski
Phone (603) 852-6702
Larry Miller
Phone (603) 792-2923
Scott Schneider
Phone (603) 313-7251
Ryan Sproul
Email:
rsproul@gmail.com
Tim Wolfe
Phone (603) 352-8108

Head Elder

School Board

Lonnie Geer-Head Elder
lonniegeer@ne.rr.com
Phone (603) 370-8928

Alison FrankeChairperson
Phone (713) 870-2963
Jim Knight-Vice
Chairperson
Phone (603) 352-3883
Howeina LariviereTreasurer
Phone (603) 903-3160
Tom Abert
Phone (603) 381-8840
Karen Banks
Phone (802) 463-8142
Arlene Tompson
Phone (603) 756-4033
1 Vacancy

Pastor – Ed Harkey
reveddiet@yahoo.com
Phone: (508) 813-8201
Office Hours: Mon–Thurs, 9 am–2 pm,
or call for appointment
Church Administrative Assistant –
Miriam Harkey
tlckeene.nh@gmail.com
Phone (603) 352-4446

School Office
Hours: Monday–Friday, 8 am–4 pm
Phone (603) 352-9403
Principal – George Evensen
principal@tcskeene.com
School Administrative Assistant –
Valery Curtis
tcs@tcskeene.com
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Executive Team
Lonnie Geer-President
Phone (603) 370-8928
Vacant-Financial
Secretary
Larry Miller-Head
Trustee
Phone (603) 792-2923
Gregg BurdettTreasurer
Phone (603) 304-6914
Judy Taylor-Recording
Secretary
Phone (603) 876-9447
Altar Guild
Co-leaders:
Jean Henderson
Phone (603)352-8716
Paula Miller
Phone (603)357-4746

