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AS WE GATHER
Because he was at such a critical juncture in his journey of faith – basking in the joy of knowing
that we are saved by God's grace alone, apart from the works of the Law – Martin Luther once
called the letter of James an "epistle of straw.” He did so because of its emphasis on the works
of righteousness that flow from faith. Where, even “straw” is good, not unlike the way God
comes to us through such humble means.
Like in His Word! Wherein, James powerfully proclaims the truth of the Spirit that Jesus’
disciples are compelled to produce good works because God has claimed us as His prized
possessions. Indeed, we were created to do so, “from the foundations of the world.”
[Ephesians 2:10]
Therefore, we pray that by the power of the Holy Spirit we all would be the good soil in which
the Word of God is planted. We also pray that, by the Word planted in us, our lives would
blossom and bear the fruit of good works in a life of faith in Jesus Christ.

PRESERVICE MUSIC God of Wonders

(Words & Music by Marc Byrd and Steve Hindalong © 2000
New Spring | Storm Boy Music | Meaux Mercy)

Lord of all creation – of water, earth and sky,
The heavens are Your tabernacle, glory to the Lord on high.
Chorus 1: God of wonders beyond our galaxy, You are holy, holy.
The universe declares Your majesty, You are holy, holy.
Lord of heaven and earth. Lord of heaven and earth.
Early in the morning, I will celebrate the light.
When I stumble in the darkness, I will call Your name by night.
(Chorus 1)
Bridge: Hallelujah, to the Lord of heaven and earth.
Hallelujah, to the Lord of heaven and earth.
Hallelujah, to the Lord of heaven and earth.
You are holy, holy.
Chorus 2: God of wonders beyond our galaxy, You are holy, holy.
Precious Lord reveal Your heart to me.
Father, hold me, hold me.
The universe declares Your majesty.
Father hold, me hold me.
Lord of heaven and earth. (Repeat & end)
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T PREPARATION T
HYMN

“From All That Dwell Below the Skies”

LSB 816

Public domain

INVOCATION
Pastor:
Congregation:

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.
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OPENING SENTENCES

James 4:7–8, 10

Pastor:
Congregation:

Submit yourselves therefore to God.
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Draw near to God,
and He will draw near to you.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Cleanse your hands and purify your hearts.
Humble yourselves before the Lord, and He will exalt you.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in
prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people,
let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God our heavenly
Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God,
be merciful to me, a sinner.
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.
Our strength is in the Lord. Upon Him our feet are secure. In
Him, are salvation and life. Therefore, be encouraged. Firm are
your feet upon the Word who is Christ, as is the forgiveness for
all of your sins, declared so, in the name of the Father and of the
T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
T WORD T

ENTRANCE PSALM

Psalm 37:5–7

Pastor:
Congregation:

Delight yourself in the LORD,
and He will give you the desires of your heart.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Commit your way to the LORD;
trust in Him, and He will act.
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Pastor:
Congregation:

He will bring forth your righteousness as the light,
and your justice as the noonday.

KYRIE

(p. 204 in hymnal)

HYMN OF PRAISE

(p. 204 in hymnal)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Pastor:
Congregation:

Pastor:
Congregation:

Merciful God and Father, who created and completed all things,
on this day of rest, as the work of our calling begins anew:
We ask You to create all of our day’s beginnings, direct their
continuance, and bless their end, that all of our doings in life
may be preserved from sin, our lives made holy, and our works
be well pleasing in Your sight;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 11:18–20 (Jeremiah entrusts his life to the Lord
as enemies plot to kill him.)
18 The LORD made it known to me and I knew; then You showed me their deeds.
19 But I was like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter. I did not know it was against

me
they devised schemes, saying, “Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, let us cut him off
from the land of the living, that his name be remembered no more.”
20 But, O LORD of hosts, who judges righteously, who tests the heart and the mind, let
me see Your vengeance upon them, for to You have I committed my cause.
Lector:
Congregation:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE

James 2:14-18

(“Show me your faith, and I’ll show you my faith by

what I do.”)
14 What

good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no
deeds? Can such faith save them?
15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food.
16 If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing
about their physical needs, what good is it?
17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.
18 But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.”
Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds.
Lector:
Congregation:
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA AND VERSE

LSB, p. 205

HOLY GOSPEL

Mark 9:30–37

(Who is the greatest?)

Pastor:
Congregation:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the ninth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

30 They

went on from there and passed through Galilee. And He did not want anyone
to know,
31 for He was teaching His disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is going to be
delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill Him. And when He is killed, after
three days He will rise.”
32 But they did not understand the saying, and were afraid to ask Him.
33 And they came to Capernaum. And when He was in the house He asked them, “What
were you discussing on the way?”
34 But they kept silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about who
was the greatest.
35 And He sat down and called the twelve. And He said to them, “If anyone would be
first, he must be last of all and servant of all.”
36 And He took a child and put him in the midst of them, and taking him in His arms, He
said to them,
37 “Whoever receives one such child in My name receives Me, and whoever receives
Me, receives not Me but Him who sent Me.
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Pastor:
Congregation:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE & BLESSING
HYMN OF THE DAY

“Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service”

© Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011549.
Public domain
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LSB 848

SERMON
CREEDAL HYMN

“In God We Believe”

[TUNE: LSB 802]

1. In God we believe: the Creator whose pow’r
In mercy has brought us for worship this hour.
He graciously grants us our years and our days
And blesses with kindness our work and our ways.
2. In Jesus, the Savior, our hope is secured.
True God and true man once the cross He endured
To grant our lives wholeness, forgiveness of sin.
With hearts freed from guilt, we know true peace within.
3. God’s Spirit at work in our lives we confess;
With power and truth the church now He does bless.
As saints, God’s forgiven, one day we shall then
Be living in glory forever. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:

The Lord God calls us to turn to Him and live. So now let us turn
to God in prayer, looking not only to our own interests, but also
to the interests of others.
For the Church throughout the world, that, rather than argue
about who is the greatest, we serve the lost and the least of this
world and share the hope that is ours in Jesus Christ; all so that
our proclamation and demonstration of the Gospel bring hope
and healing to people in despair. O God,
hear our prayer.
For the world, that the leaders of our nation and of nations
throughout the world promote peace and well-being for all
whom they serve. For those who serve in dangerous occupations
that help to keep the peace—soldiers, police officers, judges—
that they be kept safe from harm and fulfill their tasks confident
that they are part of establishing and keeping the good order of
society that God desires for us. O God,
hear our prayer.
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Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:

For the needs of our local community, that the hungry are fed,
that the homeless find shelter, that the unemployed find work,
that the wealthy share generously, that the peacemakers not
lose heart. O God,
hear our prayer.
For our own congregation, that we live by the wisdom from
above—pure, peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy
and good fruits, impartial and sincere. O God,
hear our prayer.
Additional petitions and praises are offered.

Pastor:

Congregation:

Fill us, Lord God, with Your wisdom that is from above. Keep us
from jealousy and arguments. Fill us with mercy and good fruits.
These petitions, and all else You know that we need, we submit
to You in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
Sharing of the Peace.

OFFERING

“Amazing Grace”
Duet by: Susan Abert & Gwyneth Tolman

OFFERTORY PRAYER
T SACRAMENT T
PREFACE
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

2 Timothy 4:22

Pastor:
Congregation:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

[Colossians 3:1]

Pastor:
Congregation:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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[Psalm 136]

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Pastor:

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had
mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten
Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With
repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by
the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
Pastor:

Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20;
1 Corinthians 11:23–25

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”

INVITATION OF THE SAVIOR
Pastor:
Congregation:

Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the
Lamb.
Rev. 19:9a
Lord, I am not worthy to receive You, but only say the Word
and Your servant shall be healed. Matthew 8:8, paraphrased

Pastor:

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your
body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember
and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death,
Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment.
So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

(Matthew 6:9–13)
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PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor:
Congregation:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

AGNUS DEI

“Lamb of God”

LSB 550

© 1985 Straightway Music; admin. EMI . Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011549.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT
For those desiring to receive the LORD’S SUPPER today, please refer to the laminated
card in the pew racks. Those not receiving Communion are still invited to come forward
for a blessing. At the Communion rail, simply bow your head to receive a blessing.
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At the time of Communion, please follow the direction of the ushers. Gluten free wafers
are available. Please speak with an Elder prior to the service. Also, for those receiving
the individual cups, a non-alcoholic wine is offered in the center of each tray. Following
the passing of the individual cups, the common cup is offered for those who wish to
commune in that manner.
All who are communing are encouraged to review the Sacrament of the Altar on pp.
326-327, and the Questions on pp. 329-330, in the front of the hymnal.
Once again, we thank God for all who worship here today!
DISTRIBUTION HYMN “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”

5

Mighty Victim from the sky,
Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie;
You have conquered in the fight,
You have brought us life and light.
Alleluia!

6

Now no more can death appall,
Now no more the grave enthrall;
You have opened paradise,
And Your saints in You shall rise.
Alleluia!

LSB 633
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7

Easter triumph, Easter joy!
This alone can sin destroy;
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free,
Newborn souls in You to be.
Alleluia!
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Father, who the crown shall give,
Savior, by whose death we live,
Spirit, guide through all our days:
Three in One, Your name we praise.
Alleluia!

Public domain

POST-COMMUNION HYMN
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(p. 211 in hymnal)

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor:

Let us pray.

Congregation:

God of steadfast love, we thank You that in this Holy
Communion You have filled us with encouragement, comfort,
and joy. Send us out into our daily lives renewed and ready
humbly to look to the needs of others; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

James 3:17

Pastor:

The wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle,
open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and
sincere.

Congregation:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Numbers 6:24–26
Amen.

HYMN

“Your Hand, O Lord, in Days of Old”

LSB 846

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2018 Concordia Publishing
House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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