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TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Imitators of God, Walking in Love
August 12, 2018
AS WE GATHER
There is a great divide—a notable difference—between what we were before being
given new life through Baptism and what we are now, recipients of God’s forgiving
love in Christ. In today’s Epistle, Paul lists the characteristics of any Christian who is
reflecting that love. It is not a list commending our successful reflections of our new
nature, but a series of exhortations, writing, “Let us . . .” There is only one source of
hope as we struggle—our Lord. We have been baptized into the Body of Christ, and at
each reception of the Lord’s Supper we are strengthened to show the new person He
has called us to be. As Elijah was strengthened by miraculous food and went on toward
Horeb, the mount of God, so we are assured of God’s forgiveness as we receive
Christ’s body and blood in the Lord’s Supper. He is the bread of life from heaven, who
enables each of us to discard our old ways, live in the new life of God’s forgiving love,
and adorn ourselves with gladness.
PRESERVICE MUSIC

“Children of God”

(Words & Music by Third Day)

T PREPARATION T
OPENING HYMN

“Today Your Mercy Calls Us”

LSB 915, St. 1-3

INVOCATION
Pastor:
Congregation:
OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor:
Congregation:
2

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.
Psalm 34:4–5
I sought the LORD, and He answered me
and delivered me from all my fears.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Those who look to Him are radiant,
and their faces shall never be ashamed.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor:

Ephesians 4:1–3, 5–6

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in
prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and His forgiving grace.
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Congregation:

Pastor:

Congregation:

The Spirit of the Lord urges us “to walk in a manner worthy of
the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love,
eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”
But we are not worthy of the calling. We confess that at times
we have refused to be humble or gentle. Our patience has
been lacking. We have dealt with one another in anger. We
have valued ourselves over the unity of the Spirit. In our fallen
condition, we cannot free ourselves; so we can only call out to
God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
Our gracious heavenly Father sent His Son to give His life as the
sacrifice for our sins. Our Lord Jesus is the bread of life from
heaven, coming in the Lord’s Supper to assure us of salvation
until we join Him in eternity. The Holy Spirit uses Word and
Sacrament to nurture our faith as we live out the new life God
provides. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His
authority I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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T WORD T
ENTRANCE PSALM
Pastor:
Congregation:

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good;
His steadfast love endures forever!

Pastor:
Congregation:

Let us extol Him in the congregation of His people,
and praise Him in the assembly of the saints.

HYMN OF PRAISE

“Today Your Mercy Calls Us”

LSB 915, St. 4

Public domain

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor:

Let us pray.

Congregation:

4

Gracious Father, Your blessed Son came down from heaven to
be the true bread that gives life to the world.
Help us each day to put away our old nature and walk in love,
as Christ has loved us,

Pastor:
Congregation:

through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING 1 Kings 19:1-8

(Elijah, fleeing for his life, is met by the grace of God.)

1 Ahab

told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the prophets with
the sword.
2 Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, “So may the gods do to me and more
also, if I do not make your life as the life of one of them by this time tomorrow.”
3 Then he was afraid, and he arose and ran for his life and came to Beersheba, which
belongs to Judah, and left his servant there.
4 But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness and came and sat down
under a broom tree. And he asked that he might die, saying, “It is enough; now, O
LORD, take away my life, for I am no better than my fathers.”
5 And he lay down and slept under a broom tree. And behold, an angel touched him
and said to him, “Arise and eat.”
6 And he looked, and behold, there was at his head a cake baked on hot stones and a
jar of water. And he ate and drank and lay down again.
7 And the angel of the LORD came again a second time and touched him and said, “Arise
and eat, for the journey is too great for you.”
8 And he arose and ate and drank, and went in the strength of that food forty days and
forty nights to Horeb, the mount of God.
Lector:
Congregation:
EPISTLE

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Ephesians 4:25-5:2

(Out of the depths of Jesus’ sacrifice for us, God’s people are
called to imitate Him.)

25 Therefore,

having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his
neighbor, for we are members one of another.
26 Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger,
27 and give no opportunity to the devil.
28 Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his
own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone in need.
5

29 Let

no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building
up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear.
30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of
redemption.
31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you,
along with all malice.
32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ
forgave you
1

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.
walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave Himself up for us, a fragrant offering and
sacrifice to God.
2 And

Lector:
Congregation:
ALLELUIA AND VERSE

6

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
LSB, p. 205

HOLY GOSPEL

John 6:41-51

(Jesus – the Bread of Life.)

Pastor:
Congregation:

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

41 So

the Jews grumbled about Him, because He said, “I am the bread that came down
from heaven.”
42 They said, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know?
How does He now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?”
43 Jesus answered them, “Do not grumble among yourselves.
44 No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws Him. And I will raise
Him up on the last day.
45 It is written in the Prophets, ‘And they will all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has
heard and learned from the Father comes to Me
46 not that anyone has seen the Father except He who is from God; He has seen the
Father.
47 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes has eternal life.
48 I am the bread of life.
49 Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died.
50 This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not
die.
51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he
will live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.”
Pastor:
Congregation:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE AND BLESSING
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HYMN OF THE DAY

“God of Grace and God of Glory”

LSB 850, St. 1, 3-4

Public domain

SERMON
CREEDAL HYMN

“In God We Believe”

[TUNE: LSB 802]

1. In God we believe: the Creator whose pow’r
In mercy has brought us for worship this hour.
He graciously grants us our years and our days
And blesses with kindness our work and our ways.
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2. In Jesus, the Savior, our hope is secured.
True God and true man once the cross he endured
To grant our lives wholeness, forgiveness of sin.
With hearts freed from guilt, we know true peace within.
3. God’s Spirit at work in our lives we confess;
With power and truth the church now he does bless.
As saints, God’s forgiven, one day we shall then
Be living in glory forever. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor:

The eyes of all look to You, O Lord: You open Your hand; You
satisfy the desire of every living thing. Incline now Your ear to
hear our prayers.

Pastor:

For the pure proclamation of Your Word, and our inspired living
by it. That having tasted of this living Bread, we might grow in
our sharing of it by what we say and what we do. Let us pray to
the Lord: HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Pastor:

For our congregation, and all congregations in our circuit,
district, and synod, that they flourish and thrive, be strong
witnesses to their confession of faith, show mercy on account of
God, and live together in unity of faith, life and love for all, let us
pray to the Lord: HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Pastor:

For pastors, especially those suffering from conflict, burnout, or
depression, that our Lord give them strength and courage
through the example of Elijah and all who have gone before
them, and bring them comfort through the forgiveness of sins
and the promise of everlasting life, let us pray to the Lord: HEAR
OUR PRAYER.

Pastor:

For the nation, that all live in harmony, neither suffering from
want, nor fearing from danger, let us pray to the Lord: HEAR
OUR PRAYER.
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Pastor:

For all who are in sickness, need, want or grief, that they never
doubt that God hears their prayers, and for all who suffer from
any kind of hardship, that the Lord relieve their pain and provide
all that they need, let us pray to the Lord: HEAR OUR PRAYER.
Additional petitions and praises are offered.

Pastor:

Congregation:

Heavenly Father, grant these requests and answer them in grace
for the sake of Your Son, the bread from heaven, Jesus Christ,
our Lord.
Amen.
Sharing of the Peace.

OFFERING

“Nothing But the Blood” (By Robert Lowry, Arranged by Richard Kingsmore)
Piano Solo by Susan Abert

OFFERTORY PRAYER
T SACRAMENT T
PREFACE
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

2 Timothy 4:22

Pastor:
Congregation:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

[Colossians 3:1]

Pastor:
Congregation:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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[Psalm 136]

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Pastor:

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whom You sent
into this world as the bread of life so that we might live forever.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:

SANCTUS

“O Holy, Holy Lord”

[TUNE: LSB 414]

O holy, holy, Lord, The God by all adored,
The heavens and the earth proclaim The glory of Your name.
Hosanna let us sing; Hosanna to our King.
The Coming One, how blest is He. In Him God’s love we see.
Text: James Pierce. Copyright © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. All rights
reserved. Used by permission.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

Pastor:

Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1
Corinthians 11:23–25

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”
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INVITATION OF THE SAVIOR
Pastor:
Congregation:

Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the
Lamb.
Rev. 19:9a
Lord, I am not worthy to receive You, but only say the Word
and Your servant shall be healed. Matthew 8:8, paraphrased

Pastor:

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your
body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember
and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death,
Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment.
So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

(Matthew 6:9–13)

All:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor:
Congregation:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

AGNUS DEI

“O Christ, the Lamb of God, We Pray”

[TUNE: LSB 414]

O Christ, the Lamb of God, Take all our sin away.
O precious Lamb of God, we pray, Grant us Your peace this day.
Text: James Pierce. Copyright © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. All rights
reserved. Used by permission.
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DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT
For those desiring to receive the LORD’S SUPPER today, please refer to the laminated
card in the pew racks. Those not receiving Communion are still invited to come forward
for a blessing. At the Communion rail, simply bow your head to receive a blessing.
At the time of Communion, please follow the direction of the ushers. Gluten free wafers
are available. Please speak with an Elder prior to the service. Also, for those receiving
the individual cups, a non-alcoholic wine is offered in the center of each tray. Following
the passing of the individual cups, the common cup is offered for those who wish to
commune in that manner.
All who are communing are encouraged to review the Sacrament of the Altar on pp.
326-327, and the Questions on pp. 329-330, in the front of the hymnal.
Once again, we thank God for all who worship here today!
DISTRIBUTION HYMN

“Feed Thy Children, God Most Holy”

LSB 774

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011549.
Public domain
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor:

Congregation:

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, in this Sacrament Your Holy
Spirit has again assured us of the forgiveness of sins and
strengthened our faith for the road ahead. Accompany us, we
pray, that we walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave Himself
up for us, until that day when faith gives way to sight and the
new life You have given extends into all eternity; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

Numbers 6:24-26

Pastor:

Congregation:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

“Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer”
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LSB 918

Public domain

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONGREGATIONAL BLESSING

“Glorify Thy Name”

♫ Father we love Thee, we praise Thee, we adore Thee.
Glorify Thy name in all the earth.
Glorify Thy name, glorify Thy name.
Glorify Thy name in all the earth. ♫
(Words and Music by Donna Adkins, Arranged by Edward Dagnes)
(©Copyright 1976 & 1981 Marantha! Music. All rights reserved. International Copyright Secured.
Used by Permission Only.)

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2018 Concordia Publishing
House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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