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TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
In the Midst of the Storm
July 29, 2018
AS WE GATHER
How often we feel like our lives are lived amid chaos dark and rude: random violence,
destructive storms, and dozens of daily demands pulling us in multiple directions.
Today’s Word speaks to our fears. Following the chaos of the great flood, God
establishes His covenant with Noah and all creation never again to destroy the earth
and all flesh with a flood, but to give life. The Epistle teaches us that since Christ dwells
in our hearts through faith, we are rooted and ground in His love amid the chaos dark
and rude. And in the Gospel, Jesus treads the chaos dark and rude under His feet:
walking on the water signaled that Jesus has the ultimate power over all the chaos that
threatens to overwhelm us.
How blessed a Word are these. That through perils that would cause us harm, isn’t it a
comfort to know that Jesus is with us in the boat, causing winds to cease? Indeed, it is
God’s life-giving Word that sustains us even in greatest of storms. God is at the helm.
Jesus is in the boat. The winds of the Holy Spirit would guide us to safe harbor. There
can be no better Captain. Indeed, there is none!
PRESERVICE MUSIC
T PREPARATION T
OPENING HYMN

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”

LSB 809, St. 1-2

INVOCATION
Elder:
Congregation:

2

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all.
Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES
Elder:
Congregation:

Elder:
Congregation:

Elder:

Isaiah 43:1–3a
Thus says the Lord, He who created you, O Jacob, He who
formed you, O Israel:
“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name,
you are Mine.
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and
through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the
flame shall not consume you.
For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
Silence for personal reflection and meditation.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Elder:

Congregation:
Elder:

Congregation:
Elder:

Congregation:

1 Thessalonians 5:23–24

O God our Father, since You have set forth the way of life for us
in Your beloved Son, we confess with shame our slowness to
learn of Him, and our failure to follow Him.
Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord.
Forgive us for the poverty of our worship, our neglect of
fellowship and of the Means of Grace, our hesitating witness for
Christ, our evasion of responsibility in Your service, and our
imperfect stewardship of Your gifts.
Have mercy on us and forgive us, O God.
Forgive us that so little of Your love has reached others through
us, that we have been thoughtless in our judgments, hasty in
condemnation, grudging in forgiveness, slow to seek
reconciliation, and unwilling to help our neighbors as we ought.
Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your steadfast love.
Create in us clean hearts, O God, and put a new and right spirit
within us.
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Elder:

Congregation:

As a fellow-redeemed of Jesus, I rejoice to partake in, as well as
to announce, the forgiveness of all of our sins. May the
assurance of God’s grace reach the depths of our hearts and
lives, issuing forth in word and deeds that glorify God and bless
others, in Jesus’ most holy name.
Amen.
T WORD T

ENTRANCE PSALM

Adapted from Psalm 145

Elder:

On the glorious splendor of Your majesty, O Lord, and on Your
wondrous works, I will meditate.
I will extol You, my God and King, and bless Your name forever
and ever.

Congregation:

Elder:
Congregation:

Every day I will bless You and praise Your name forever.
Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised.

Elder:

My mouth shall speak of the might of Your awesome deeds,
and I will declare Your greatness in the assembly of Your people.
They shall pour forth the fame of Your abundant goodness
and shall sing aloud of Your righteousness.

Congregation:

HYMN OF PRAISE
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“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”

LSB 809, St. 3

© 1923, renewed 1951 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011549.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Elder:
Congregation:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Elder:

Let us pray.
Almighty and most merciful God, the protector of all who trust
in You, strengthen our faith and give us courage to believe that
in Your love You will rescue us from all adversities; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Congregation:

OLD TESTAMENT READING
8 Then

Genesis 9:8-17

God’s eternal covenant is given.)

God said to Noah and to his sons with him,
I establish My covenant with you and your offspring after you,

9 “Behold,

5

10 and

with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the livestock, and every
beast of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark; it is for every beast of the
earth.
11 I establish My covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the
waters of the flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.”
12 And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between Me and you and
every living creature that is with you, for all future generations:
13 I have set My bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between Me
and the earth.
14 When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds,
15 I will remember My covenant that is between Me and you and every living creature
of all flesh. And the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh.
16 When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant
between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.”
17 God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between
Me and all flesh that is on the earth.”
Lector:
Congregation:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE

Ephesians 3:14-21

14 For

(Let Christ dwell in your hearts through faith.)

this reason I bow my knees before the Father,
whom every family in heaven and on earth is named,
16 that according to the riches of His glory He may grant you to be strengthened with
power through His Spirit in your inner being,
17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and
grounded in love,
18 may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length
and height and depth,
19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with
all the fullness of God.
20 Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think,
according to the power at work within us,
21 to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever
and ever. Amen.
15 from
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Lector:
Congregation:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA AND VERSE

LSB, p. 205

HOLY GOSPEL

Mark 6:45-56

(Jesus walks on the water and calms the storm.)

Elder:
Congregation:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

45 Immediately

He made His disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the other
side, to Bethsaida, while He dismissed the crowd.
46 And after He had taken leave of them, He went up on the mountain to pray.
47 And when evening came, the boat was out on the sea, and He was alone on the land.
48 And He saw that they were making headway painfully, for the wind was against
them. And about the fourth watch of the night He came to them, walking on the sea.
He meant to pass by them,
49 but when they saw Him walking on the sea they thought it was a ghost, and cried
out,
50 for they all saw Him and were terrified. But immediately He spoke to them and said,
“Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.”
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51 And

He got into the boat with them, and the wind ceased. And they were utterly
astounded,
52 for they did not understand about the loaves, but their hearts were hardened.
53 When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored to the
shore.
54 And when they got out of the boat, the people immediately recognized Him
55 and ran about the whole region and began to bring the sick people on their beds to
wherever they heard He was.
56 And wherever He came, in villages, cities, or countryside, they laid the sick in the
marketplaces and implored Him that they might touch even the fringe of His garment.
And as many as touched it were made well.
Elder:
Congregation:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE AND BLESSING
HYMN OF THE DAY

“Eternal Father, Strong to Save”

LSB 717

SERMON
CATECHISM

(The First Article of the Creed and Explanation)

Elder:

I believe in God, the Father, Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth. What does this mean?
I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has
given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members,
my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them. He
also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and
home, spouse and children, land, animals, and all I have. He
richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this
body and life. He defends me against all danger and guards
and protects me from all evil. All this He does out of fatherly,
divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in
me. For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and
obey Him. This is most certainly true.

Congregation:
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Elder:

Congregation:
Elder:

Congregation:
Elder:

Congregation:
Elder:

Congregation:

In prayer for the Church, the world, and all people in need, let us
come before the Father, that according to the riches of His glory
he may strengthen us by the Spirit.
That the Church throughout the world, buffeted and battered by
many headwinds, may persevere amid the chaos of this world
and may embody the solid ground that comes from trusting in
the power of Jesus. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
That nations throughout the world may be places of stability,
peace, and care for the general welfare of their citizens. That our
government leaders—national, state, and local—govern humbly
and provide good leadership, upholding and enforcing laws that
hold chaos dark and rude at bay. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
That those who serve in our military and their families may be
kept safe from harm amid their sometimes chaotic lives. That
victims of terrorism, persecution, violence, and warfare may be
delivered from these horrors. That our enemies would no longer
wish us harm, but instead seek peace. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
That those who travel for business or pleasure may arrive safely
at their destinations. That summer vacationers may experience
refreshment, rest, and renewal. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Additional petitions and praises are offered.
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Elder:

Congregation:
Elder:

Congregation:

That the people of this congregation, rooted and grounded in
the love of Christ, may show forth His love in our community,
and may, like the rainbow, be a sign of God’s covenant
faithfulness amid the chaos of this world. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly than all we
ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to Him be
glory in the Church and in Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, forever and ever.
Amen.
Sharing of the Peace of the Lord.

OFFERING
OFFERTORY

“Praise and Thanksgiving”

© 1987 Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011549.
Public domain
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LSB 789

CLOSING PRAYER
Elder:

Almighty God, thank You for providing for all of our needs along
the journey of our life following Jesus. Weary travelers need
nourishment, and You have fed us richly with Your precious
Word of life, to sustain our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and
energize our service to others. For Your kindness to us both now
and always, we thank You, asking You now to send us forth to
serve You and others in Your name; even as You have taught us
to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

(Matthew 6:9–13)

BENEDICTION
Elder:
Congregation:

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Elder:

Congregation:

Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold to what is
good; return no one evil for evil; strengthen the faint-hearted,
support the weak; help the suffering; honor all people; love and
serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. And the
almighty God, Father, T Son, and Holy Spirit, bless and preserve
you.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

“Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer”

LSB 918

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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CONGREGATIONAL BLESSING

“Glorify Thy Name”

♫ Father we love Thee, we praise Thee, we adore Thee.
Glorify Thy name in all the earth.
Glorify Thy name, glorify Thy name.
Glorify Thy name in all the earth. ♫
(Words and Music by Donna Adkins, Arranged by Edward Dagnes)
(©Copyright 1976 & 1981 Marantha! Music. All rights reserved. International Copyright Secured.
Used by Permission Only.)

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2018 Concordia Publishing
House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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