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AS WE GATHER
“The kingdom of heaven is like . . .” Jesus used this phrase many times in His teaching
and preaching, with the images of seeds and growth as one of His common metaphors.
From the seemingly miraculous action of a tiny seed with tremendous growth, to what
the Lord speaks in a beautiful promise of a divine planting and producing He Himself
will provide for His people, we are today drawn to the Scriptures, the faith He has
planted and grown in us through His Spirit, and the ultimate fulfillment found in Jesus
Christ alone. May God grant seed, nurture, growth, and good fruit to each of us as we
worship Him today.
PRESERVICE MUSIC

“Word of God, Speak”

(Words & Music by Mercy Me)

T PREPARATION T
OPENING HYMN

2

“Thy Strong Word”

LSB 578, St. 1-3

© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011549.
Public domain

INVOCATION
Pastor:
Congregation:

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor:
Congregation:
Pastor:

O God the Father, Creator, planter and nurturer of all that
grows,
we gather in Your holy name.

Congregation:

O God the Son, the Seed of our salvation, planted in death, and
resurrected to life again,
we gather in Your holy name.

Pastor:
Congregation:

O God the Holy Spirit, Sower of faith and Sanctifier of our souls,
we gather in Your holy name.

Pastor:

Hear us and grant us Your presence as we prepare to receive
Your Word.
Receive our prayers and praise for Your name’s sake. Amen.

Congregation:
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:

Pastor:

Congregation:

1 Thessalonians 5:23–24

O God our Father, since You have set forth the way of life for us
in Your beloved Son, we confess with shame our slowness to
learn of Him, our failure to follow Him, and our reluctance to
bear the cross.
Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord.
Forgive us for the poverty of our worship, our neglect of
fellowship and of the Means of Grace, our hesitating witness for
Christ, our evasion of responsibility in Your service, and our
imperfect stewardship of Your gifts.
Have mercy on us and forgive us, O God.
Forgive us that so little of Your love has reached others through
us, that we have been thoughtless in our judgments, hasty in
condemnation, grudging in forgiveness, slow to seek
reconciliation, and unwilling to help our neighbors as we ought.
Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your steadfast love.
Create in us clean hearts, O God, and put a new and right spirit
within us.
As a fellow-redeemed of Jesus, and as His called and ordained
servant in this place, I rejoice to partake in, as well as announce,
the forgiveness of all of our sins. May the assurance of His grace
reach the depths of our hearts and lives as we are now called to
live for Him, in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
T WORD T

ENTRANCE PSALM

Psalm 19: 7-8, 10-11

Pastor:
Congregation:

The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul,
the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple;

Pastor:
Congregation:

the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart;
the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes.

Pastor:
Congregation:

More to be desired are they than gold, even much find gold;
sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb.
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Pastor:
Congregation:

Moreover, by them is your servant warned;
in keeping them there is great reward.

HYMN OF PRAISE

“Thy Strong Word”

5

LSB 578, St. 5

Give us lips to sing Thy glory,
Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim,
Throats that shout the hope that fills us,
Mouths to speak Thy holy name.
Alleluia, alleluia!
May the light which Thou dost send
Fill our songs with alleluias,
Alleluias without end!

© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011549.
Public domain

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor:

Let us pray.

Congregation:

Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be
written for our learning, grant that we may so hear them, read,
mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we may embrace and
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 17:22–24

(The Lord promises a new planting in Israel.)

22 Thus

says the Lord GOD: “I Myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of the cedar and
will set it out. I will break off from the topmost of its young twigs a tender one, and I
Myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain.
23 On the mountain height of Israel will I plant it, that it may bear branches and
produce fruit and become a noble cedar. And under it will dwell every kind of bird; in
the shade of its branches birds of every sort will nest.
24 And all the trees of the field shall know that I am the LORD; I bring low the high tree,
and make high the low tree, dry up the green tree, and make the dry tree flourish. I am
the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it.”
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Lector:
Congregation:
EPISTLE

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
2 Corinthians 5:1–10

(God promises a house eternal in the heavens.)

1

For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a building
from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
2 For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling,
3 if indeed by putting it on we may not be found naked.
4 For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened not that we would be
unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be
swallowed up by life.
5 He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a
guarantee.
6 So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body
we are away from the Lord,
7 for we walk by faith, not by sight.
8 Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at
home with the Lord.
9 So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please Him.
10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may
receive what is due for what He has done in the body, whether good or evil.
Lector:
Congregation:
VERSE

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
“Thy Word Is a Lamp unto My Feet

1

When I feel afraid, think I’ve lost my way,
Still You’re there right beside me.
And nothing will I fear as long as You are near.
Please be near me to the end.

© 1984 Meadowgreen Music Company; admin. EMI . Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011549.

6

HOLY GOSPEL

Mark 4:26–34

Pastor:
Congregation:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

(Jesus teaches the parable of the mustard seed.)

26 And
27 He

He said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground.
sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not

how.
28 The earth produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the
ear.
29 But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has
come.
30 And He said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable shall
we use for it?
31 It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground, is the smallest of
all the seeds on earth,
32 yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and
puts out large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”
33 With many such parables He spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it.
34 He did not speak to them without a parable, but privately to His own disciples He
explained everything.
Pastor:
Congregation:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE AND BLESSING
HYMN OF THE DAY

“Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens”

LSB 589, St. 1, 3-4

SERMON
CATECHISM
Pastor:

Congregation:

As we hear Jesus speak in parables about the kingdom of God,
we pray as He taught us: “Thy kingdom come.” According to the
Small Catechism, we learn more about what it means as we pray
the second petition.
What does “Thy kingdom come” mean?
The kingdom of God certainly comes by itself without our
prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may come to us also.
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Pastor:
Congregation:

How does God’s kingdom come?
God’s kingdom comes when our heavenly Father gives us His
Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we believe His holy Word and
lead godly lives here in time and there in eternity.

Pastor:

We do not pray that God’s kingdom of power would come,
because that is already present everywhere, but we ask God to
give us His Holy Spirit so that we believe His Word and lead
godly lives as members of His kingdom of grace;

Congregation:
Pastor:
Congregation:

bring many others into His kingdom of grace;
use us to extend His kingdom of grace; and hasten the coming
of His kingdom of glory.
From: Luther’s Small Catechism with Explanation. Copyright © 1986, 1991, Concordia Publishing
House. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:
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Let us pray for the whole people of God in Jesus Christ and for all
people according to their needs.
For the whole Church throughout the world, that as people
united in faith and active in love we witness to the Good News
that is ours in Christ Jesus, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For all nations of the earth, that in those places where strife and
discord rule there be times of peace and reconciliation, and for
our own nation that it be an ensign of hope, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For our families as on this day we honor our fathers,
grandfathers, and great-grandfathers, that they be supportive of
and caring toward each person, seeing Christ in them, let us pray
to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Pastor:

Congregation:
Pastor:

Congregation:

For the varied situations of daily life in which we are placed,
especially in our workplaces and neighborhoods, that we be
peace-bringers in all of our actions and words, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the special needs of this day, remembering those who are ill
and those who mourn and for all those matters on our hearts
this day, [including . . .], let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Additional petitions and praises are offered.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in Your mercy through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
Sharing of the Peace.

OFFERING
OFFERTORY

“It Is Well With My Soul”
Piano/Flute Duet performed by Karrie Kosakowski & Emma Randall

T SACRAMENT T
PREFACE
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

2 Timothy 4:22

Pastor:
Congregation:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

[Colossians 3:1]

Pastor:
Congregation:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

[Psalm 136]

PROPER PREFACE
Pastor:

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have created
us and sustained us. You gave Your one and only Son to die for
us and have promised us eternity with You. Send now Your Holy
Spirit into our hearts to strengthen the faith You have planted
within us by Your Word, even as we rejoice to sing:
9

HYMN OF PRAISE

LSB p. 208

s

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
Pastor:

Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1
Corinthians 11:23–25

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”

INVITATION OF THE SAVIOR
Pastor:
Congregation:
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Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the
Lamb.
Rev. 19:9a
Lord, I am not worthy to receive You, but only say the Word
and I shall be healed.
Matthew 8:8, paraphrased

Pastor:

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your
body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember
and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death,
Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment.
So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

(Matthew 6:9–13)
(See PowerPoint slides or the inside back cover of the hymnal.)

PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor:
Congregation:
AGNUS DEI

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
“Agnus Dei-I”

LSB 962

© 1975 International Consultation on English Texts. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011549.
© 2001 Paul D. Weber. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011549.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT
For those desiring to receive the LORD’S SUPPER today, please refer to the laminated
card in the pew racks. Those not receiving Communion are still invited to come forward
for a blessing. At the Communion rail, simply bow your head to receive a blessing.
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At the time of Communion, please follow the direction of the ushers. Gluten free wafers
are available. Please speak with an Elder prior to the service. Also, for those receiving
the individual cups, a non-alcoholic wine is offered in the center of each tray. Following
the passing of the individual cups, the common cup is offered for those who wish to
commune in that manner.
All who are communing are encouraged to review the Sacrament of the Altar on pp.
326-327, and the Questions on pp. 329-330, in the front of the hymnal.
Once again, we thank God for all who worship here today!
DISTRIBUTION HYMN

Public domain
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“My Hope Is Built”

LSB 575

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

“Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace” LSB 937

© 1969, 1989 OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011549.
Public domain © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011549.

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor:

Congregation:

We give thanks to You, Lord, that as You richly and daily provide
for all of our needs of this body and life, You so graciously bless
us with the gift of forgiveness through this food and drink of the
body and blood of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Strengthen
and grow the seeds of faith that they may flourish with trust in
You and in love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

CLOSING SENTENCES
Pastor:
Congregation:

Oh, blest that house; it prospers well.
In peace and joy the parents dwell,

Pastor:
Congregation:

And in their children’s lives is shown
How richly God can bless His own.

Pastor:
Congregation:

Then here will I and mine today
A solemn promise make and say:
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Pastor:
Congregation:

Though all the world forsake His Word,
I and my house will serve the Lord!

BENEDICTION

Numbers 6:24-26

Pastor:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

Congregation:

Amen.

HYMN

“Almighty Father, Bless the Word”

LSB 923

Public domain

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONGREGATIONAL BLESSING

“Glorify Thy Name”

♫ Father we love Thee, we praise Thee, we adore Thee.
Glorify Thy name in all the earth.
Glorify Thy name, glorify Thy name.
Glorify Thy name in all the earth. ♫
(Words and Music by Donna Adkins, Arranged by Edward Dagnes)
(©Copyright 1976 & 1981 Marantha! Music. All rights reserved. International Copyright Secured.

Used by Permission Only.)

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved.
Used by permission.
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