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AS WE GATHER
“Rejoice in hope.” Paul’s timeless directive to the Christians at Rome in the first
century speaks to us today. Indeed, the “green season” in which we find ourselves is
exactly that – a season of hope—a season when seed is sown and creation is renewed,
a season in which the seeds of God’s Gospel promises find fertile soil in the hearts of
those who receive them in joy. Wherein, even in times when situations in life have
challenges for us, in Christ we are being renewed day by day, as we live up, in and out
of our baptismal grace.
Therefore, be refreshed today. At the invitation of the hymn writer, Joachim Neander,
“Ponder anew what the Almighty can do, as with His love He befriends you.” (LSB
790:4). It is a great day to be in God’s house. It is a great day to … hope.
PRESERVICE MUSIC “Mighty to Save” (Words & Music by Reuben Morgan and Ben Fisher © 2006 Hillsong Publishing)
1. Everyone needs compassion, love that’s never failing; let mercy fall on me.
Everyone needs forgiveness, the kindness of a Saviour; the hope of nations.
Chorus:
Saviour, He can move the mountains; my God is mighty to save, He is mighty to
Save.
Forever, Author of salvation, He rose and conquered the grave; Jesus conquered
The grave.
2. So take me as You find me, all my fears and failures, and fill my life again.
I give my life to follow, everything I believe in, now I surrender. (Chorus)
Bridge:
Shine your light and – let the whole world sing … see we’re singing
For the glory – of the risen King – Jesus.
Shine your light and – let the whole world sing … see we’re singing
For the glory – of the risen King!
Chorus and Repeat
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T PREPARATION T
OPENING HYMN

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”

LSB 790, St. 1, 3-4

Public domain

INVOCATION
Pastor:
Congregation:

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 28:7
Pastor:
Congregation:

The LORD is my strength and my shield;
in Him my heart trusts, and I am helped;

Pastor:
Congregation:

my heart exults,
and with my song I give thanks to Him.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 130:3–4, 7
Pastor:
Congregation:

If You, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness, that You may be feared.
3

Pastor:

If God were to mark our iniquities and sins, we would be left
without hope. Since the first sin of Adam and Eve, we are, by
nature, sinful and unclean. We sin continually. But our loving
Lord does not leave us without hope. He has given us
redemption through His Son. With this confidence, we seek our
heavenly Father’s grace for the sake of Jesus Christ.

Congregation:

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Pastor:

“O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast
love, and with Him is plentiful redemption.” Yes, joyfully receive
this plentiful redemption through faith in Christ. Where, as a
fellow redeemed of Jesus, and as His called and ordained
servant of Christ, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Congregation:

T WORD T
PSALM OF PRAISE

Psalm 28:6–9

Pastor:

Blessed be the Lord! For He has heard the voice of our pleas for
mercy.
The LORD is our strength and our shield; in Him our hearts
trust, and we are helped.

Congregation:
Pastor:
Congregation:

Therefore, my heart exults, and with my song I give
thanks to Him.
The LORD is the strength of His people; He is the saving refuge
of His anointed.

Pastor:
Congregation:

O LORD, save Your people and bless Your heritage!
Be our shepherd and carry us forever.

HYMN OF PRAISE

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”
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4

LSB 790, St. 5

♫ Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him!
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him!
Let the Amen
Sound from His people again;
Gladly forever adore Him! ♫

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor:

Let us pray.

Congregation:

God of the fainthearted,
In this life we face difficulty and great distress, yet You sent
Your only Son, who became familiar with suffering and toil—
even enduring death on a cross on our behalf. Therefore, grant
that we may not lose heart, but in this same One who
overcame, enable us by grace to overcome, and so be renewed
and refreshed by hope; for You, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
live and reign, one God, now and forever. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 3:8–15

(The fall into sin in the Garden of Eden)

8 And

they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the
day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God
among the trees of the garden.
9 But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?”
10 And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was
naked, and I hid myself.”
11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I
commanded you not to eat?”
12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the
tree, and I ate.”
13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The
woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
14 The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you
above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust
you shall eat all the days of your life.
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her
offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”
Lector:
Congregation:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHOIR ANTHEM

“Balm in Gilead”
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EPISTLE

2 Corinthians 4:13–5:1

(We look with hope to the things that are unseen.)

13 Since

we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been written, “I
believed, and so I spoke,” we also believe, and so we also speak,
14 knowing that He who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us
with you into His presence.
15 For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more and more people it may
increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.
16 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is
being renewed day by day.
17 For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory
beyond all comparison,
18 as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the
things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.
1 For

we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a building
from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
Lector:
Congregation:
ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
LSB p.205

HOLY GOSPEL

Mark 3:20–35

Pastor:
Congregation:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the third chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

(Jesus teaches about who truly is His family.)

20 Then

he went home, and the crowd gathered again, so that they could not even eat.
when his family heard it, they went out to seize him, for they were saying, “He is
out of his mind.”
22 And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying, “He is possessed by
Beelzebul,” and “by the prince of demons he casts out the demons.”
23 And he called them to him and said to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out
Satan?
24 If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.
25 And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand.
26 And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but is
coming to an end.
27 But no one can enter a strong man's house and plunder his goods, unless he first
binds the strong man. Then indeed he may plunder his house.
28 “Truly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the children of man, and whatever
blasphemies they utter,
29 but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty
of an eternal sin
30 for they were saying, “He has an unclean spirit.”
31 And his mother and his brothers came, and standing outside they sent to him and
called him.
32 And a crowd was sitting around him, and they said to him, “Your mother and your
brothers are outside, seeking you.”
33 And he answered them, “Who are my mother and my brothers?”
34 And looking about at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and
my brothers!
35 For whoever does the will of God, he is my brother and sister and mother.”
21 And

Pastor:
Congregation:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE AND BLESSING
HYMN OF THE DAY

“Children of the Heavenly Father”

LSB 725

SERMON
7

My Father, prepare a place for the child-life that lingers in my heart! Even in the night teach
me the song of the coming day. You have prepared a place for my yesterday – You have
cancelled the dark deeds of my past. You have prepared a place for today – You have promised
strength for the hour. But I have a need beyond my yesterday, beyond today; I have a yearning
for tomorrow. Shall this be the only part of my soul for which there is no environment! You
have provided for memory – You have suffered my heart to see its past glorified. You have
provided for the vision of today – You have sent energy with emergency and refuge with the
storm. But is there to be no provision for hope, O my Father! It cannot be. … O my Father, it is
not. Behold, the Lamb of God! He is our Light in darkness, our Son in the night, the bright and
morning star, our joy and hope, the same yesterday, today, tonight, tomorrow now and to
eternity. Amen.

CREED

First Article and Explanation

Congregation:

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.

Pastor:
Congregation:

What does this mean?
I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has
given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members,
my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them.
He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and
home, spouse and children, land, animals, and all I have. He
richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this
body and life.
He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me
from all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, divine
goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me.
For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey
Him. This is most certainly true.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor:

Congregation:

As dear children ask their dear Father, let us bring to the Lord
our prayers, knowing He will hear us and respond to our
petitions. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Various petitions and praises are offered.
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Pastor:

Congregation:

Confident of our identity in Christ and assured that our heavenly
Father hears our petitions, we say with hopeful hearts and
voices:
Amen.
Sharing of the Peace

OFFERING

“Nothing But the Blood” (by Richard Lowry, Arr. By Ricard Kingsmore)
Piano Solo by Susan Abert

OFFERTORY HYMN

“Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings”

LSB 782, St. 1, 4

© 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011549. Public domain

T SACRAMENT T
PREFACE
Pastor:
Congregation:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

2 Timothy 4:22
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Pastor:
Congregation:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

[Colossians 3:1]

Pastor:
Congregation:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

[Psalm 136]

PROPER PREFACE
Pastor:

SANCTUS
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It is truly good, right, and proper that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
because Your mercy attends us all our days. Graciously You provide for
all our wants of body and soul. In Christ, our hope of eternal life is
realized, and we are assured of His abiding presence in our lives and
days. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and saying:
LSB p. 208

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

Pastor:

Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1
Corinthians 11:23–25

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do
in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup
is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me.”

INVITATION OF THE SAVIOR
Pastor:

Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the
Lamb.
Rev. 19:9a

Congregation:

Lord, I am not worthy to receive You, but only say the Word
and I shall be healed.
Matthew 8:8, paraphrased

Pastor:

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your
body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember
and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death,
Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment.
So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

Matthew 6:9–13
(See PowerPoint slides or the inside back cover of the hymnal.)

PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor:
Congregation:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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HYMN OF PREPARATION

“Lamb of God”

LSB 550

© 1985 Straightway Music; admin. EMI . Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011549.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT
For those desiring to receive the LORD’S SUPPER today, please refer to the laminated
card in the pew racks. Those not receiving Communion are still invited to come forward
for a blessing. At the Communion rail, simply bow your head to receive a blessing.
At the time of Communion, please follow the direction of the ushers. Gluten free wafers
are available. Please speak with an Elder prior to the service. Also, for those receiving
the individual cups, a non-alcoholic wine is offered in the center of each tray. Following
the passing of the individual cups, the common cup is offered for those who wish to
commune in that manner.
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All who are communing are encouraged to review the Sacrament of the Altar on pp.
326-327, and the Questions on pp. 329-330, in the front of the hymnal.
Once again, we thank God for all who worship here today!
DISTRIBUTION HYMN
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

“Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”

LSB 821
LSB p. 211
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Pastor:

Congregation:

O Lord, You would not leave us as orphans of Your love.
Therefore, continue to protect and lead those whom You have
redeemed. As we have come to Your Table and received Your
own gifts of life and salvation, send us as instruments of that
hope to the world around us. Grant us the Holy Spirit to
recognize Your voice in the Gospel, and to proclaim Your
salvation joy always; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

Psalm 130:5, Numbers 6:24–26

Pastor:
Congregation:

My soul waits for the LORD, my soul waits,
and in His word I hope.

Pastor:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

Congregation:

Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

“Lord of All Hopefulness”

LSB 738

ANNOUNCEMENTS
“Glorify Thy Name”
1

LSB 919, St. 4
♫ Father we love Thee, we praise Thee, we adore Thee.
Glorify Thy name in all the earth.
Glorify Thy name, glorify Thy name.
Glorify Thy name in all the earth. ♫
(Words and Music by Donna Adkins, Arranged by Edward Dagnes)
(©Copyright 1976 & 1981 Marantha! Music. All rights reserved. International Copyright Secured.
Used by Permission Only.)

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2018 Concordia Publishing
House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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