
The Second Sunday in Lent 2-28-21 
Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your  
steadfast love, 

for they have been from of old. 
You who fear the LORD, trust in the LORD! 

He is their help and their shield. 
The LORD has remembered us; he will bless us; 

he will bless the house of Israel; he will bless 
the house of Aaron; 

he will bless those who fear the LORD, 
both the small and the great. 

We will bless the LORD 
from this time forth and forevermore. Praise 
the LORD! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your  
steadfast love, 

for they have been from of old. 
 
Collect  
O God, You see that of ourselves we have no 
strength. By Your mighty power defend us from all 
adversities that may happen to the body and from 
all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
 
[Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16]   When Abram was ninety-
nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, 
"I am God Almighty; serve me faithfully and live a 
blameless life.  2 I will make a covenant with you, by 



  

which I will guarantee to make you into a mighty 
nation."  3 At this, Abram fell face down in the dust. 
Then God said to him, 4 "This is my covenant with 
you: I will make you the father of not just one nation, 
but a multitude of nations!  5 What's more, I am 
changing your name. It will no longer be Abram; 
now you will be known as Abraham,1 for you will be 
the father of many nations.  6 I will give you millions 
of descendants who will represent many nations. 
Kings will be among them!  7 "I will continue this 
everlasting covenant between us, generation after 
generation.  
It will continue between me and your offspring 

forever. And I will always be your God and the God 
of your descendants after you… 15  Then God 
added, "Regarding Sarai, your wife -- her name will 
no longer be Sarai; from now on you will call her 
Sarah. 16 And I will bless her and give you a son 
from her! Yes, I will bless her richly, and she will 
become the mother of many nations. Kings will be 
among her descendants!" 
 
[Romans 5:1-11]  Therefore, since we have been 
made right in God's sight by faith, we have peace 
with God because of what Jesus Christ our Lord 
has done for us.  2 Because of our faith, Christ has 
brought us into this place of highest privilege where 
we now stand, and we confidently and joyfully look 
forward to sharing God's glory.  3 We can rejoice, 
too, when we run into problems and trials, for we 
know that they are good for us -- they help us learn 
to endure.  4 And endurance develops strength of 
character in us, and character strengthens our 



  

confident expectation of salvation.  5 And this 
expectation will not disappoint us. For we know how 
dearly God loves us, because he has given us the 
Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love.  6 When we 
were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right 
time and died for us sinners.  7 Now, no one is likely 
to die for a good person, though someone might be 
willing to die for a person who is especially good.   
8 But God showed his great love for us by sending 
Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.  9 
And since we have been made right in God's sight 
by the blood of Christ, he will certainly save us from 
God's judgment.  10 For since we were restored to 
friendship with God by the death of his Son while 
we were still his enemies, we will certainly be 
delivered from eternal punishment by his life.  11 So 
now we can rejoice in our wonderful new 
relationship with God -- all because of what our Lord 
Jesus Christ has done for us in making us friends of 
God. 
 
[Mark 8:27-38]  Jesus and his disciples left Galilee 
and went up to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. As 
they were walking along, he asked them, "Who do 
people say I am?"  28 "Well," they replied, "some say 
John the Baptist, some say Elijah, and others say 
you are one of the other prophets."  29 Then Jesus 
asked, "Who do you say I am?" Peter replied, "You 
are the Messiah."  30 But Jesus warned them not to 
tell anyone about him.  31 Then Jesus began to tell 
them that he, the Son of Man, would suffer many 
terrible things and be rejected by the leaders, the 
leading priests, and the teachers of religious law. 



  

He would be killed, and three days later he would 
rise again.  32 As he talked about this openly with his 
disciples, Peter took him aside and told him he 
shouldn't say things like that.  33 Jesus turned and 
looked at his disciples and then said to Peter very 
sternly, "Get away from me, Satan! You are seeing 
things merely from a human point of view, not from 
God's."  34 Then he called his disciples and the 
crowds to come over and listen. "If any of you wants 
to be my follower," he told them, "you must put 
aside your selfish ambition, shoulder your cross, 
and follow me.  35 If you try to keep your life for 
yourself, you will lose it. But if you give up your life 
for my sake and for the sake of the Good News, you 
will find true life.   
36 And how do you benefit if you gain the whole 
world but lose your own soul1 in the process?  37 Is 
anything worth more than your soul?  38 If a person 
is ashamed of me and my message in these 
adulterous and sinful days, I, the Son of Man, will be 
ashamed of that person when I return in the glory of 
my Father with the holy angels." 
 


