
The First Sunday in Lent 2-21-21 
When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with 
him in trouble; 

I will rescue him and honor him. 
With long life I will satisfy him 

and show him my salvation. 
Because you have made the LORD your dwelling 
place— 

the Most High, who is my refuge— 
no evil shall be allowed to befall you, 

no plague come near your tent. 
For he will command his angels concerning you 

to guard you in all your ways. 
On their hands they will bear you up, 

lest you strike your foot against a stone. 
You will tread on the lion and the adder; 

the young lion and the serpent you will trample  
underfoot. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with 
him in trouble; 

I will rescue him and honor him. 
With long life I will satisfy him 

and show him my salvation. 
 
Collect  
O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through 
the wilderness and brought them to the promised 
land. Guide the people of Your Church that 
following our Savior we may walk through the 
wilderness of this world toward the glory of the 
world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 



  

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
[Genesis 22:1-18]  Later on God tested Abraham's 
faith and obedience. "Abraham!" God called. "Yes," 
he replied. "Here I am."  2 "Take your son, your only 
son -- yes, Isaac, whom you love so much -- and go 
to the land of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt 
offering on one of the mountains, which I will point 
out to you."  3 The next morning Abraham got up 
early. He saddled his donkey and took two of his 
servants with him, along with his son Isaac. Then he 
chopped wood to build a fire for a burnt offering and 
set out for the place where God had told him to go.  
4 On the third day of the journey, Abraham saw the 
place in the distance.  5 "Stay here with the donkey," 
Abraham told the young men. "The boy and I will 
travel a little farther. We will worship there, and then 
we will come right back."  6 Abraham placed the 
wood for the burnt offering on Isaac's shoulders, 
while he himself carried the knife and the fire. As 
the two of them went on together, 7 Isaac said, 
"Father?" "Yes, my son," Abraham replied. "We 
have the wood and the fire," said the boy, "but 
where is the lamb for the sacrifice?"  8 "God will 
provide a lamb, my son," Abraham answered. And 
they both went on together.  9 When they arrived at 
the place where God had told Abraham to go, he 
built an altar and placed the wood on it. Then he 
tied Isaac up and laid him on the altar over the 
wood.  10 And Abraham took the knife and lifted it up 
to kill his son as a sacrifice to the LORD.  11 At that 
moment the angel of the LORD shouted to him from 



  

heaven, "Abraham! Abraham!" "Yes," he answered. 
"I'm listening."  12 "Lay down the knife," the angel 
said. "Do not hurt the boy in any way, for now I 
know that you truly fear God. You have not withheld 
even your beloved son from me."  13 Then Abraham 
looked up and saw a ram caught by its horns in a 
bush. So he took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt 
offering on the altar in place of his son.  14 Abraham 
named the place "The LORD Will Provide." This 
name has now become a proverb: "On the 
mountain of the LORD it will be provided."  15 Then 
the angel of the LORD called again to Abraham 
from heaven,  16 "This is what the LORD says: 
Because you have obeyed me and have not 
withheld even your beloved son, I swear by my own 
self that  17 I will bless you richly. I will multiply your 
descendants into countless millions, like the stars of 
the sky and the sand on the seashore. They will 
conquer their enemies, 18 and through your 
descendants, all the nations of the earth will be 
blessed -- all because you have obeyed me." 
 
[James 1:12-18]  God blesses the people who 
patiently endure testing. Afterward they will receive 
the crown of life that God has promised to those 
who love him.  13 And remember, no one who wants 
to do wrong should ever say, "God is tempting me." 
God is never tempted to do wrong, and he never 
tempts anyone else either.  14 Temptation comes 
from the lure of our own evil desires.  15 These evil 
desires lead to evil actions, and evil actions lead to 
death.  16 So don't be misled, my dear brothers and 
sisters.  17 Whatever is good and perfect comes to 



  

us from God above, who created all heaven's 
lights.1 Unlike them, he never changes or casts 
shifting shadows.  18 In his goodness he chose to 
make us his own children by giving us his true word. 
And we, out of all creation, became his choice 
possession. 
 
[Mark 1:9-15]  One day Jesus came from Nazareth 
in Galilee, and he was baptized by John in the 
Jordan River.  10 And when Jesus came up out of 
the water, he saw the heavens split open and the 
Holy Spirit descending like a dove on him.  11 And a 
voice came from heaven saying, "You are my 
beloved Son, and I am fully pleased with you."   
12 Immediately the Holy Spirit compelled Jesus to go 
into the wilderness.  13 He was there for forty days, 
being tempted by Satan. He was out among the wild 
animals, and angels took care of him.  14 Later on, 
after John was arrested by Herod Antipas, Jesus 
went to Galilee to preach God's Good News.  15 "At 
last the time has come!" he announced. "The 
Kingdom of God is near! Turn from your sins and 
believe this Good News!"   
 


