
The Seventeen Sunday after Pentecost 9-27-20 
The LORD lifts up the humble; 

he casts the wicked to the ground. 
Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to 
our God; 

for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting. 
The LORD builds up Jerusalem; 

he gathers the outcasts of Israel. 
He heals the brokenhearted 

and binds up their wounds. 
He determines the number of the stars; 

he gives to all of them their names. 
Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 

his understanding is beyond measure. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
The LORD lifts up the humble; 

he casts the wicked to the ground. 
 
Collect  
Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of 
all honor and authority. Enlighten our minds by Your 
Holy Spirit that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we may 
be led into all truth; through the same Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
[Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32]    Then another message 
came to me from the LORD:  2 "Why do you quote 
this proverb in the land of Israel: 'The parents have 
eaten sour grapes, but their children's mouths 
pucker at the taste'?  3 As surely as I live, says the 
Sovereign LORD, you will not say this proverb 



  

anymore in Israel.  4 For all people are mine to 
judge -- both parents and children alike. And this is 
my rule: The person who sins will be the one who 
dies...25Yet you say, 'The Lord isn't being just!' 
Listen to me, O people of Israel. Am I the one who 
is unjust, or is it you?  26 When righteous people 
turn from being good and start doing sinful things, 
they will die for it. Yes, they will die because of their 
sinful deeds.  27 And if wicked people turn away 
from their wickedness, obey the law, and do what is 
just and right, they will save their lives.  28 They will 
live, because after thinking it over, they decided to 
turn from their sins. Such people will not die.  29 And 
yet the people of Israel keep saying, 'The Lord is 
unjust!' O people of Israel, it is you who are unjust, 
not I.  30 "Therefore, I will judge each of you, O 
people of Israel, according to your actions, says the 
Sovereign LORD. Turn from your sins! Don't let 
them destroy you!  31 Put all your rebellion behind 
you, and get for yourselves a new heart and a new 
spirit. For why should you die, O people of Israel?  
32 I don't want you to die, says the Sovereign LORD. 
Turn back and live! 
 
[Philippians 2:1-4, 14-18]    Is there any 
encouragement from belonging to Christ? Any 
comfort from his love? Any fellowship together in 
the Spirit? Are your hearts tender and sympathetic?  
2 Then make me truly happy by agreeing 
wholeheartedly with each other, loving one another, 
and working together with one heart and purpose.  3 
Don't be selfish; don't live to make a good 
impression on others. Be humble, thinking of others 



  

as better than yourself.  4 Don't think only about 
your own affairs, but be interested in others, too, 
and what they are doing…14In everything you do, 
stay away from complaining and arguing,  15 so that 
no one can speak a word of blame against you. You 
are to live clean, innocent lives as children of God in 
a dark world full of crooked and perverse people. 
Let your lives shine brightly before them.  16 Hold 
tightly to the word of life, so that when Christ 
returns, I will be proud that I did not lose the race 
and that my work was not useless.  17 But even if 
my life is to be poured out like a drink offering to 
complete the sacrifice of your faithful service (that 
is, if I am to die for you), I will rejoice, and I want to 
share my joy with all of you.  18 And you should be 
happy about this and rejoice with me. 
 
[Matthew 21:23-27]  When Jesus returned to the 
Temple and began teaching, the leading priests and 
other leaders came up to him. They demanded, "By 
whose authority did you drive out the merchants 
from the Temple?1 Who gave you such authority?"  
24 "I'll tell you who gave me the authority to do these 
things if you answer one question," Jesus replied.  
25 "Did John's baptism come from heaven or was it 
merely human?" They talked it over among 
themselves. "If we say it was from heaven, he will 
ask why we didn't believe him.  26 But if we say it 
was merely human, we'll be mobbed, because the 
people think he was a prophet."  27 So they finally 
replied, "We don't know." And Jesus responded, 
"Then I won't answer your question either. 
 


