
The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 8-16-20 
The LORD is the strength of his people; 

he is the saving refuge of his anointed. 
To you, O LORD, I call; my rock, be not deaf to me, 

lest, if you be silent to me, I become like those 
who go down to the pit. 

Hear the voice of my pleas for mercy, when I cry to 
you for help, 

when I lift up my hands toward your most holy 
sanctuary. 

Blessèd be the LORD! 
for he has heard the voice of my pleas for 
mercy. 

The LORD is my strength and my shield; in him my 
heart trusts, and I am helped; 

my heart exults, and with my song I give 
thanks to him. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

The LORD is the strength of his people; 
he is the saving refuge of his anointed. 

 
Collect  
Almighty and everlasting Father, You give Your 
children many blessings even though we are 
undeserving. In every trial and temptation grant us 
steadfast confidence in Your loving-kindness and 
mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
[Isaiah 56:1, 6-8]    "Be just and fair to all," says the 
LORD. "Do what is right and good, for I am coming 
soon to rescue you…"I will also bless the Gentiles 



  

who commit themselves to the LORD and serve him 
and love his name, who worship him and do not 
desecrate the Sabbath day of rest, and who have 
accepted his covenant.  7 I will bring them also to 
my holy mountain of Jerusalem and will fill them 
with joy in my house of prayer. I will accept their 
burnt offerings and sacrifices, because my Temple 
will be called a house of prayer for all nations.  8 For 
the Sovereign LORD, who brings back the outcasts 
of Israel, says: I will bring others, too, besides my 
people Israel." 
 
[Romans 11:13-15, 28-32]    I am saying all of this 
especially for you Gentiles. God has appointed me 
as the apostle to the Gentiles. I lay great stress on 
this,  14 for I want to find a way to make the Jews 
want what you Gentiles have, and in that way I 
might save some of them.  15 For since the Jews' 
rejection meant that God offered salvation to the 
rest of the world, how much more wonderful their 
acceptance will be. It will be life for those who were 
dead!... 28Many of the Jews are now enemies of the 
Good News. But this has been to your benefit, for 
God has given his gifts to you Gentiles. Yet the 
Jews are still his chosen people because of his 
promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  29 For 
God's gifts and his call can never be withdrawn.  30 
Once, you Gentiles were rebels against God, but 
when the Jews refused his mercy, God was merciful 
to you instead.  31 And now, in the same way, the 
Jews are the rebels, and God's mercy has come to 
you. But someday they, too, will share in God's 
mercy.  32 For God has imprisoned all people in their 



  

own disobedience so he could have mercy on 
everyone. 
 
[Matthew 15:21-28]  Jesus then left Galilee and 
went north to the region of Tyre and Sidon.  22 A 
Gentile woman who lived there came to him, 
pleading, "Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of 
David! For my daughter has a demon in her, and it 
is severely tormenting her."  23 But Jesus gave her 
no reply -- not even a word. Then his disciples 
urged him to send her away. "Tell her to leave," 
they said. "She is bothering us with all her begging."  
24 Then he said to the woman, "I was sent only to 
help the people of Israel -- God's lost sheep -- not 
the Gentiles."  25 But she came and worshiped him 
and pleaded again, "Lord, help me!"  26 "It isn't right 
to take food from the children and throw it to the 
dogs," he said.  27 "Yes, Lord," she replied, "but 
even dogs are permitted to eat crumbs that fall 
beneath their master's table."  28 "Woman," Jesus 
said to her, "your faith is great. Your request is 
granted." And her daughter was instantly healed. 
 


