SO ALL ARE
WELCOME
ACCESSIBILITY GUIDELINES FOR CONGREGATIONS
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	INTRODUCTION


Our church buildings are a witness to our Lutheran confessions that the Church is the assembly of all believers among whom the Gospel is preached and the Sacraments administered.  Our buildings are not houses of God because they are historical, costly, or large. Rather they are called houses of God because of the many who are welcomed into these communities of faith.  Making our buildings accessible is about welcoming the many into our communities.  We make our facilities accessible so that all may worship!

It is the hope of the Mission Investment Fund of the ELCA that this guide will assist you in making your facilities accessible so that all may come together to pray, to serve God and to hear his Word.
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	CODES AND STANDARDS
	1


In the past decades, government units have adopted laws and codes to insure that people with disabilities have access to public buildings.  When starting a building or renovation project, congregations should determine which local codes apply to their projects in order to ensure that their buildings meet all code requirements.  This booklet is an attempt to summarize and simplify some of the accessibility standards, with special emphasis on their application to church buildings.  It is based upon:

· 1991 ADA, US Department of Justice.  
· This document can be downloaded at: http: www.ada.gov/stdspdf.htm
· 2004 ADA
· As of December 2009, these regulations are still pending approval
· www.access-board.gov/ada-aba/final.htm

· International Building Code, International Code Council

· Be sure to contact city officials to verify the local building codes, which version of the International Building Code is be used as the local standard or  any local amendments to the International Building Code.

· ICC/ANSI A117.1: Accessible and Usable Building and Facilities; International Code Council and American National Standards Institute Inc. 1998

· Some states also have established Accessibility Standards.  
· Congregations will need to investigate any applicable state standards.

While the ADA Standards exempt religious entities (Americans with Disabilities Act 36.103), many of the provisions of the ADA have been enacted into the International Building Code.  Churches need to abide by all local building codes when they enter a building project.
Alterations Affecting Primary Function Areas
· If the area of the major function of a building is altered, up to 20% of the project budget may be required to be spent on the accessible “path of travel” from the entrance to the altered area.  

· Costs above 20% are deemed disproportionate and may not be required.  
· Included in the “path of travel” are other accessible spaces such as toilet rooms and elevators.
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· Whenever parking is provided, designated accessible spaces must be provided.

· If an existing parking lot is re-striped, it must be brought up to current code in regard to number of accessible spaces and space dimensions.
· Standard Accessible Parking Stall shall be 8’ wide minimum, 20’ long with a 5’ Aisle.  The Primary Sign shall not be more than 6’ in front of the parking stall.

· Van Accessible Parking Stall shall have an access aisle 8’ wide, 1991 ADA. Aisle is reduced to 5’ in 2004 ADA. Stall is 11’ wide in 2004 ADA.
· Accessible parking spaces must be located on the shortest accessible route of travel to an accessible facility entrance.  If added to an existing lot, locate on the most level ground closest to the accessible entrance.

	TOTAL PARKING SPACES
	STANDARD ACCESSIBLE SPACES
	VAN ACCESSIBLE SPACES
	MINIMUM NUMBER OF ACCESSIBLE SPACES

	1-25
	0
	1
	1

	26-50
	1
	1
	2

	51-75
	2
	1
	3

	76-100
	3
	1
	4

	101-150
	4
	1
	5

	151-200
	5
	1
	6

	201-300
	6
	1
	7

	301-400
	7
	1
	8

	401-500
	7
	2
	9

	501-1000
	
	
	2% OF TOTAL
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· Maximum slope for a ramp shall be 1:12, i.e. for every 1” of rise there is 12” of run.  Any slope greater than 1:20 shall be considered to be a ramp, which makes it subject to code. Slopes should be designed below the maximum to allow for tolerances
· Ramps should have a smooth non-skid surface.  Carpet is not a recommended surface.

· Maximum rise shall be 30”; if the rise is greater, then an Intermediate Landing will need to be included in the ramp.
· Clear width of any ramp shall be 36” (this is clear space between the handrails.)

· Landings, 5’ in direction of travel, shall be included at the top and bottom of a ramp.  If ramps change direction at landings, the minimum landing size shall be 60”x60”.

· If a ramp has a rise of greater than 6”, it shall have handrails on both sides.  Handrails shall be 34”-36” high.  If the slope is less than 1:20, handrails are not required.
· Ramps with more than 30” of drop on a side shall have a guardrail.  
· Guardrails are 42” high, with a handrail located from 34”-36” high.  Space between ramp to 34” shall not allow a sphere greater than 4” to pass through.  Space from 34”-42” shall not allow a sphere greater than 8” to pass through.
	DOOR WIDTH
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· Doorways require a minimum clear opening of 32”, with a door opened 90° measured between the face of door and the stop.
· Handles, pulls, latches, locks, and other operating devices on accessible doors shall have a shape that is easy to grasp with one hand and does not require tight grasping, tight pinching, or twisting of the wrist to operate.
· Lever-operated mechanisms, push-type mechanisms, and U-shaped handles are acceptable designs.

· Minimum distance between two consecutive doors, as in a vestibule, must be 48” plus the width of any door swinging into the space.

· Maximum acceptable vertical edge height of thresholds is ½”.  Raised thresholds and floor level changes at accessible doorways shall be beveled with a slope no greater than 1:2.

	DOOR APPROACHES
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· Minimum maneuvering clearances at doors that are not automatic or power-assisted shall be as shown above. The floor or ground area within the required clearances shall be level and clear.
	STAIRS
	6


[image: image1.png]AN

M|55|on Investment Fund
Evangellcul Lutheran Church in America
God's work. Our hands.



[image: image6.jpg]



· On any given flight of stairs, all steps shall have uniform riser heights and uniform tread widths. Stair treads shall be no less than 11 inches.  Risers shall be no higher than 7”.
· The undersides of nosings shall not be abrupt. The radius of curvature at the leading edge of the tread shall be no greater than 1/2”. Risers shall be sloped or the underside of the nosing shall have an angle not less than 60 degrees from the horizontal. Nosings shall project no more than 1-1/2”.
· Church facilities will need to have an Accessible Route between all spaces of the facility. An Accessible Route is a continuous unobstructed path connecting all accessible elements and spaces of a building or facility. Interior accessible routes may include corridors, floors, ramps, elevators, lifts, and clear floor space at plumbing fixtures. Exterior accessible routes may include parking access aisles, curb ramps, crosswalks at vehicular ways, walks, ramps, and lifts. 
· If the facility has more than one level, elevators or lifts will be required, lifts are subject to code.
	HANDRAILS
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· Handrails shall be provided on both sides of a stairway.
· Handrails shall be continuous along both sides of stairs. The inside handrail on switchback or dogleg stairs shall always be continuous.

· If they are not continuous they shall extend at least 12” beyond the top riser and at least 12”plus the width of one tread beyond the bottom riser.

· Top of handrail gripping surface shall be mounted between 34”and 38”above stair nosings.

· Stairs with more than 30” of drop on a side shall have a guardrail.  
· Guardrails are 42” high, with a handrail located from 34”-36” high.  The triangular space between the tread, riser and rail may not allow a sphere of 6” in diameter to pass through.  Space between floor to 34” shall not allow a sphere greater than 4” to pass through.  Space from 34”-42” shall not allow a sphere greater than 8” to pass through.
	CHANCEL RAMPS
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· Raised Chancel platforms need to be accessible.  Usually this is achieved by using a ramp.

· If the ramp is slope is 1:20 or less, handrails are not be required.

· It is recommended that instead of hiding the ramp behind the chancel, place the ramp in a position such that it becomes a major part of the access to the Chancel area.  In this way it will be used by all members of the community.

	TOILET STALL DIMENSIONS
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· At least one stall in each toilet room shall meet the minimum standards shown above.
· At least one urinal shall be stall-type or wall-hung with an elongated rim at a maximum of 17”above the finish floor.  A clear floor space 30”by 48”shall be provided.
	TOILET STALLS AISLE DIMENSIONS
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· Aisle with door swinging into the aisle.   Stall not necessarily the end stall.
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· Stall at end of row with door swinging into stall. 
	LAVATORIES
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· Lavatories shall have a clear floor space of 48” x 30”

· Sinks shall have a clearance of 27” min. below the bowl.

· The top of the sink shall not exceed 34” above the finished floor.
· Faucets shall be lever operated, push types or electronically controlled mechanisms.

· Hot water and drain pipes under lavatories shall be insulated or otherwise configured to protect against contact. There shall be no sharp or abrasive surfaces under lavatories.

· Mirrors shall be mounted with the bottom edge of the reflecting surface no higher than 40”. above the finish floor.
	UNISEX TOILET ROOMS
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· Toilet rooms designed for use by one person shall comply with dimensions indicated above.
· If controls, dispensers, receptacles, or other equipment are provided, then at least one of each shall have the highest operable part placed within 48” of the floor, if forward reach is available, or 54” if parallel reach is available.  Forward Approach clear space is 30” x 48”.  Parallel Approach clear space is 48” x 30”, with the 48” dimension along the wall.
	UNISEX TOILET  ROOM MINIMUM DIMENSIONS
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· Provide 30” x 40” clear floor space if door swings in.
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· Provide 60” diameter turning circle if door swings out.

	SIGNAGE
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· Provide signage with International Symbol of Accessibility.

· Where permanent identification is provided for rooms and spaces, signs shall be installed on the wall adjacent to the latch side of the door. Where there is no wall space to the latch side of the door, including at double leaf doors, signs shall be placed on the nearest adjacent wall. Mounting height shall be 60”above the finish floor to the centerline of the sign. Mounting location for such signage shall be so that a person may approach within 3”of signage without encountering protruding objects or standing within the swing of a door. (1991 ADA)
· Letters and numerals shall be raised 1/32 in, upper case, sans serif or simple serif type and shall be accompanied with Grade 2 Braille. Raised characters shall be at least 5/8”high, but no higher than 2”. Pictograms shall be accompanied by the equivalent verbal description placed directly below the pictogram. The border dimension of the pictogram shall be 6 in minimum in height.
· In the 2004 ADA signs shall be located 48” minimum above the finish floor or ground surface, measured from the baseline of the lowest tactile character and 60” maximum above the finish floor or ground surface, measured from the baseline of the highest tactile character.
	DRINKING FOUNTAINS
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· Where only one drinking fountain location is provided there shall be a drinking fountain which is accessible to individuals who use wheelchairs and one accessible to those who have difficulty bending or stooping. (This can be accommodated by the use of a "hi-lo" fountain; by providing one fountain accessible to those who use wheelchairs and one fountain at a standard height convenient for those who have difficulty bending).  
· A single accessible fountain may be substituted for two separate fountains.
· Where more than one drinking fountain or water cooler is provided on a floor, 50% of those provided shall comply with the above dimensions.
· Spouts shall be no higher than 36 in, measured from the floor or ground surfaces to the spout outlet.
· Wall and post-mounted cantilevered units shall have a clear knee space between the bottom of the apron and the floor or ground at least 27” high, 30” wide, and 17” to 19” deep. Such units shall also have a minimum clear floor space 30” by 48”  to allow a person in a wheelchair to approach the unit facing forward.

· Unit controls shall be front mounted or side mounted near the front edge.
	KITCHEN CASEWORK
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· Clear space of not less than 5’ between walls, appliances and cabinets for 60” wheelchair turning radius.

· Work surfaces of 4 square feet or greater should be provided with a maximum height of 34”, with a clearance below of 29” high and 12” deep.

· 75% of all storage in the kitchen should be accessible.  

· Kitchen storage of the following types have proven to be accessible: lazy susans, pull out shelving or cabinet door shelving, drawers on suspension rollers which require little pulling effort.

· Shelf storage should not be higher than 48” above floor level.

Kitchen cabinet doors and drawers should use “U” handles or a ”touch latch” type of hardware.

	ASSEMBLY SEATING
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· In places of assembly with fixed seating, accessible wheelchair locations shall be provided.

	CAPACITY OF ASSEMBLY SEATING
	MINIMUM REQUIRED WHEELCHAIR SPACES

	4 – 25
	1

	26-50
	2

	51-100
	4

	101-300
	5

	301-500
	6


· Clear space shall be level and accessible.

· Seating shall be dispersed within assembly space.

· Assembly spaces where audible communication is an integral part of the use shall have an assistive listening system.

	COAT RACKS
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· If fixed or built-in storage facilities such as cabinets, shelves, closets, and drawers are provided in accessible spaces, at least one of each type provided shall contain accessible storage space. 

	ELEVATORS
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· Elevators provide major access to major public levels of a building.  Elevators shall be an accessible route.
· Cabs with side doors shall be 68” min x 51” min.

· Cabs with center-opening doors shall be 80” min x 51” min.

· Doors shall provide 36” clear minimum opening.
· Call buttons shall be centered 42” above floor level.

· Work with local building officials, design professionals, or equipment suppliers for other Accessibility Requirements for this type of equipment

· Lifts
· The IBC prohibits the use of platform lifts for accessibility in new buildings except for speaker platforms, and some other uses not related to worship facilities.

· When considering the use of a lift in an existing building, verify feasibility with local building officials.

	PROTRUDING OBJECTS
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· Objects projecting from walls (for example, fire extinguishers) with their leading edges between 27” and 80” above the finished floor shall protrude no more than 4” into walks, halls, corridors, passageways, or aisles.
· Objects mounted with their leading edges at or below 27” above the finished floor may protrude any amount. 

· Free-standing objects mounted on posts or pylons may overhang 12” maximum from 27” to 80” above the ground or finished floor.

·  Protruding objects shall not reduce the clear width of an accessible route or maneuvering space.

