
Trinity Lutheran Church History:  2017 

Secular and Ecumenical Context 
In the secular world, January 2017 began with the end of President Barack Obama’s two terms in office and the 
start of Donald Trump’s presidency as he was inaugurated as the 45th President of the United States with Mike 
Pence as Vice President. Protests were held in the US and throughout the world to show outrage against 
President Trump’s election as President.  
 
In February, New England Patriot’s fans saw their team win a 5th Super Bowl as the Patriots led by quarterback, 
Tom Brady, came back from a 25-point deficit to defeat the Atlantic Falcons 38-25. 
 
At the end of July, North Korea’s missile testing caused tensions to rise when they tested an intercontinental 
missile that some experts said had the range to hit the continental US according to a report by Brad Lendon, 
CNN, July 30, 2017. 
 
In August, Hurricane Harvey made landfall in Houston and caused flooding and wind damage throughout the 
Houston area. Another hurricane hit the US in September, when hurricane Irma made landfall in Key West, 
Florida, it moved up the west coast of Florida and also made landfall on Marco Island, it continued as a tropical 
storm causing more wind damage as it moved north through Florida, Alabama and Georgia. A 3rd hurricane this 
year was Maria. Hurricane Maria hit landfall in Puerto Rico and caused extreme damage throughout the territory. 
According to a New York Times, September 21, 2017, report, “The strikingly powerful storm had rendered an 
estimated 3.4 million people without power, and with the territory’s energy grid all but destroyed, Gov. Ricardo 
Rosselló predicted a long period of recovery. Anxious relatives in the mainland United States and elsewhere 
took to social media in an effort to find news of their loved ones.” 
 
On August 21st, some people in the US experienced a total solar eclipse. Here in New England, the eclipse was a 
partial eclipse. 

“On Oct. 1, a lone gunman unleashed a rapid-fire barrage of bullets down on a crowd of concertgoers from the 
32nd floor of the Mandalay Bay Resort and Casino in Las Vegas, killing 59 people and injuring more than 500 
others. It was the deadliest mass shooting in modern American history” [ reported by DAN COREY on 
nbcnews.com.] 
 
On Sunday, Oct. 15th, 60 Minutes, aired an interview of Joe Rannazzisi, former DEA official, by investigator 
Bill Whitaker that was part of the joint investigation of the opioid epidemic by 60 minutes and the Washington 
Post.  An article in the Washington Post by Scott Higham and Lenny Bernstein was printed that same day. 
According to the article, “For years, some drug distributors were fined for repeatedly ignoring warnings from the 
DEA to shut down suspicious sales of hundreds of millions of pills, while they racked up billions of dollars in 
sales.” 
 
Also, in October, Harvey Weinstein, film producer, was accused of sexual harassment and resigned from his 
company. More accusations throughout Hollywood and the news media surfaced. Other men in Hollywood and 
the media who were also fired or resigned under allegations of harassment or misconduct included Matt Lauer, 
Charlie Rose, and Kevin Spacey. 
 
Many massive wild fires caused property damage and deaths in parts of Northern California in October and 
Southern California in December. 



2017 Events at Trinity  
 
At Trinity, 2017 was a year of “New Beginnings” as three new staff members began work in the congregation. 
René Minalga-Rheault began as Music Director in January. She provided beautiful organ and piano music during 
worship and led the congregation’s many outstanding musicians throughout the year.  
 
The Reverend Dennis Walker continued as contact pastor during the interim while the Call Committee continued 
the process of calling a new pastor. In addition to supply Pastors, Knute Ogren from Camp Calumet also led 
several worship services at Trinity during the interim. 
 
The congregation put plans for remodeling of the ramp and bathrooms on hold due to the original bid had been 
miscalculated. As of the end of 2017, plans for the much-needed remodel are once again be re-evaluated.  
 
In March, longtime Parish Administrator, Beth Confrancisco, announced her resignation from the position after 
14 years of service to the congregation. Laurie Bestvater, a member of Trinity, was hired as Parish Administrator 
and continued in this role keeping the congregation well organized throughout the year. 
 
The call committee recommended calling Pastor Erica Kennedy during the early part of the year. Pastor Erica 
Kennedy and her husband, Steve, made the trip from Minnesota to Chelmsford, MA to visit with the 
congregation for the weekend of April 1st and 2nd. After the service on Sunday April 2nd, the congregation voted 
to call Pastor Erica. After the call, the congregation waited while Pastor Erica prayed to discern whether or not to 
accept the call.  The congregation was excited to learn that Pastor Erica accepted the call and would begin to 
serve as Trinity’s Pastor in June. 
 
In June, the congregation welcomed Pastor Erica and her husband, Steve, to the congregation. She immediately 
began getting to know the members of the congregation and the congregation welcomed her with many 
recommendations for things to do, places to eat and other advice to someone new to the area. On Sunday, June 
18th Pastor Erica led her first worship service at Trinity which was followed by a combined event to “Welcome 
Pastor Erica” and the annual Trinity Fest. 
 
The church apartment was renovated this year and served as temporary housing for Pastor Erica and Steve until 
they moved to their new home in Nashua. 
 
Pastor Erica gathered with small groups called cottage meetings to get to know members of the congregation. 
The meetings were hosted by various members of the congregation. 
 
In July, 13 youth and 2 advisers went to New Orleans and assisted the community at 7 different sites within the 
city. 
 
In September, the congregation took part in the “God’s Work Our Hands” day and almost 70 volunteers went out 
into the community to provide help to our neighbors. The work included a Red Cross Blood Drive that collected 
33 units of blood, delivering baskets with apple pies and ingredients for a chili dinner to Fire Stations, providing 
“Go bas” for every Chelmsford police officer, delivering a “candy bar” to the EMT’s at Trinity Ambulance, 
delivering FRESH bread to Trinity’s neighbors, painting oars at the Westford Rowing Club, clearing 
brush at the SouthWell softball field, staffing the Habitat for Humanity ReStore in Tyngsboro, making greeting 
cards for congregation care during the year, singing at Chelmsford Crossing and giving 50 water bottles stuffed 
with socks and other necessary things to the Lowell Transitional Living Center to be distributed. 
 
The congregation thanked Bob Donnelly for his 20 years serving as sexton at Trinity by giving him a gift and 
special recognition during the Sunday, October 1st worship services. Bob graciously thanked the congregation 
and continued to provide his service throughout the year. 



 
Beginning in October, GLUTEN-FREE communion bread began to be served at every service, every Sunday. 
Trinity’s Bread Bakers made the bread from a special recipe so that all members could partake of the same holy 
meal. 
 
Pastor Erica’s installation service was held on October 14th. Members of the congregation baked brownies and 
pumpkin bread for the reception after the service. Pumpkins with the Luther Rose were carved as decorations for 
the event.  
 
In celebration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, Trinity hosted the movie “Martin Luther: The Idea 
that Changed the World” at the Lowell Cinemas and Pastor Erica provided the congregation with “flat” Martin 
Luther’s.” The “flat” Martin Luther’s were pictures of Martin Luther on a stick that could be used to take a 
picture of Martin Luther in your daily life and travels. 
 
In December, the social Ministry Committee held the annual Alternative Giving Fair which featured baked 
goods & crafts made by members of the congregation, Anneliese Fidler’s beautiful handmade creations, Fair 
Trade items and ELCA Good Gifts. The combined choirs sang a "Ceremony of Carols" written for Christmas by 
Benjamin Britten during a unity service the week before Christmas. Christmas Eve was celebrated with 3 
services and this year included a simple meal between services for anyone who wanted to join. 
 
The events at Trinity 2017 ended with a Unity Service on Sunday morning, December 31st. 
 



2017 TLC Statistical Data  
 
AVERAGE ATTENDANCE 

June – August | 107 

September – May | 141 

MEMBERSHIP 

Baptized |718 

Confirmed | 458 
 
New Members (14)

10/15 Steve & Erica Kennedy 

10/15 James & Theresa Kranz;  

Chloe & Lucas 

10/15 Barbara May 
 

10/15 Heather & Ryan Emerich;  

Laurel & Kendall 

10/15  Brett & Meg McCollem;  

Abigail 

Baptisms (2)

1/15 Adalynn Walles 9/24  Eliza Emery 
 
Confirmations (8) 

6/4 Eva Helfter 
6/4 Paige Helfter 

6/4 Emma Oliver-Minor 
6/4 Ava Panaccione 

6/4  Kaitlyn Rybicki 
6/4  Hillary Spanos 

6/4  Jamie Spanos 
6/4  Victoria Fagundes 

 

Funerals (4) 

4/29 Constance Frank 

7/5 George Roscoe 

7/18 Edward (Doug) Fidler 

11/29 Esther S. Pierce 
 

Marriages (0) 

Church Leadership  
Contact Pastor during transition through June | The Reverend Dennis Walker 
Pastor | The Reverend Erica Kennedy 
Congregational President | Scott Morrison  
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