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History of Trinity Lutheran Church 1882 - 1987 

Founding 

During the 1860's and 1870's many emigrants from Sweden settled in Lowell and Tewksbury. The 
Swedish section of Lowell was centered on Fay and Lundberg Streets a short distance to the south. 
According to local tradition, a Swedish foreman at the United States Cartridge Company was in a 
position to offer jobs to other emigrating Swedes. 

As there was no Lutheran Church they attended St. John's Episcopal Church on Gorham Street. 
However, they longed to worship in their mother tongue, so groups held meetings in their homes 
when they could get a Swedish preacher. 

On November 23, 1879 a meeting was held at the home of Martin E. Pihl to consider having 
Swedish services. Twenty attended. Anton W. Soderberg was elected President and at the next 
meeting held at his house, they formed the Swedish Lutheran Society of Lowell. Twenty-eight 
members signed up and paid twenty-five cents a month. They met in the Primitive Methodist 
Church for services the first time December 30, 1879 with forty people and Rev. C. Peterson of 
Kane, Pennsylvania. Some Mission Covenant Pastors preached. 

The first social was held February 5, 1880, a supper served by the ladies. A collection of $8.42 was 
taken for the Society. In May Pastor Heltzenious, Pastor of Swedish Lutheran Church of East 
Greenwich, R.I. came and preached on Thursday nights, again on Sundays at 8:30 A.M. and 4:00 
P.M., all for $10 per month! 

Charter members were: 

Martin E. and Anna Pihl with children Victor, Edward, Carl, Hilda, Martina. (Our own 
Ruth Anderson's husband was a direct descendant of Martin Pihl, so her children and 
grandchildren are descendants - doesn't that bring our history closer?) 

Anton W. and Hilda Soderberg with children Anna, Andreas, Sigrid, Thorborg. 

Nils and Anna Britta Person with children John, Josephine, Bernard, Julia. 

August and Julia Petterson with children Nellie, Gerda and Carl. 

Anders and Bengta Linderoth with children August, Augusta, Hilda, Ida, Johanna. 

J. Birger and Albertina Johnson with son Albert (Dr. J. Albert Johnson). 

Nicklas and Christina Person with children Matilda and Oscar. 

Anders and Adelaide Thomasson, Peter and Kjersti Ohlson, John and Rosalie Monson, 
Charles Beausang, August Beausang, Augusta Beausang, Martin Ahlberg, August and 
Alida Person, John and Carolina Ekengren, Christian and Alida Pihl, Peter Lundberg, Carl 
J. Petterson, Carl F. and Maria Jansson, Charles Lind, and Ludwig Person. 

In the Fall of 1881 there was a religious controversy among the members causing a division. Some 
organized the Swedish Mission Church and they continued to meet in the Primitive Methodist 
Church. Those forty-nine members who adhered to the Lutheran Faith now held their meetings in 
the First Presbyterian Church on Appleton Street. In December 1881 Theological Student Gustaf 
Rast of Augustana College came and served them for one year. Then in May 1882, the Swedish 
Lutheran Society met to reorganize into Swedish Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lowell. Gustaf 
Rast served as Moderator. The constitution of the Augustana Synod was accepted. There were  
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three Deacons and three Trustees. All males over 18 had the right to vote if they complied to 
church discipline and the constitution. Communicant dues were to be fifty cents per month. 

On August 1, 1882 the church was incorporated under the statutes of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts., Mr. John F. Frye, Lawyer, served as Justice of the Peace. A.W. Soderberg was 
elected Clerk and sworn in. Charles Beausang, Martin E. Pihl and Martin Ahlberg were elected 
Deacons. Anders Thomasson, August Person and Peter Ohlson were elected Trustees and Peter 
Ohlson was elected Treasurer. All were sworn in by Mr. Frye. 

Now when the church was duly organized, the congregation's thoughts turned toward getting a 
church home of their own. Anders Thomasson and Martin E. Pihl were untiring in their efforts to 
find a place. A fine lot on Central Street near the junction of Gorham and Thorndike Streets was 
decided upon and a subscription list was started which totaled $338 in one evening, but the owner 
later decided not to sell and they had to look elsewhere. In the Fall of 1882 Student Gustaf Rast 
resigned and returned to school and Student J. A. Norlin arrived and served until May 1883. After 
that the New York Conference suggested that Lowell and Manchester, N.H. call a Pastor together, 
which they did. They called Rev. C. O. Hultgren from Jamestown, New York. Lowell was to pay 
$400 and Manchester $600 and he was to live in Manchester, but he declined the call. Then 
Manchester decided not to share a Pastor with Lowell. Rev. A. Malmstrom, lately come from 
Sweden, and before that having served eight years as a Missionary in Africa, was available. He 
was called at $50 a month and served one year. 

At the close of 1883 there were 90 adult members and 28 children. The budget was $506.31. In 
addition to the Pastor's salary, the Janitor was paid $3 a month and $10 a month was paid to the 
First Presbyterian Church as rent. Mr. Thomasson served as Organist without pay. The committee 
was still looking for a church site, preferably around-Moore Street where many of the Swedes 
lived, so in January 1884 it was decided to buy a large lot of land on Moore Street north of the 
Carter estate and Cunningham's store, from Butler and Company at $30 a square foot. A down 
payment of $100 was made. The committee worked hard to get funds but not enough was collected 
by the deadline March 1, so they had to let the land go and forfeit the $100. A member, August 
Beausang, left for Augustana College to study for the ministry. Up to this time the Sunday School 
had been taught by two young women but now it was divided into four parts with four teachers. 

In April 1884 a less expensive lot, 90 feet by 70 feet on Meadowcroft Street was offered to them 
by James Meadowcroft at $.12 per square foot for the sum of $756, which they accepted. Later he 
decided to sell part of his farm on Moore Street also. The Catholics tried to buy it but he would not 
sell it to them. They, however, overruled him by getting a man to buy the land for them. When he 
discovered the deception, he felt so bad he cried. He would so much rather have had the Swedes 
have this land. 

Rev. Malmstrom left in June 1884; and as it was hard for them to pay $50 per month, the pulpit 
remained vacant until December when a theology student, John F. Seedof, came. Now they 
received $10 per month aid from the New York Conference. In 1884 the first class of four were 
confirmed, namely: Andreas and Anna Soderberg (Lindstedt) and Victor and Hilda Pihl (Enlind). 
A Choir was also started with Anders Thomasson as Director. 

Now they had the land, so they wanted to build the church. They decided to ask the Americans of 
the city to help. Rev. Robert Court of the First Presbyterian Church and Rev. Smith Baker of the 
First Congregational Church wrote out testimonies as to the integrity and deserving characters of 
these Lutheran brethren and recommended them to the liberality of the Christian public of Lowell. 
Charles Stott of Stott's Mill, E. D. Holden of Sterling Mill and Paul Butler of the U.S. Cartridge 
Company wrote out testimonies as to the high character of the Swedes employed by them saying 
they merited help as they were very desirable citizens. They received $1600 from Americans. Such 
men as Jacob Rogers, James Meadowcroft, F. B. Shedd (Shedd Hospital Building and Shedd  
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Park), Charles Stott, E. D. Holden, Paul Butler, F. F. Ayer (Ayer's Sasparilla), F. C. Church, A.G. 
Pollard and Daniel Gage contributed $50 or $100 each. The Swedes themselves contributed $715 
in addition to paying $756 for the lot. A mortgage of $2000 was taken. 

At a meeting on January 31, 1885 they voted to proceed with the building. A subscription and 
building committee was chosen by closed ballot: Anders Thomasson (Chairman and Treasurer), 
Martin -Pihl, Christian Friberg, Peter Ohlson, John Monson, Nils Christianson (Sigrid's father), 
Gunnar Lundstedt. In July this committee called a meeting with forty-seven men present to vote on 
the bids submitted. E.G. Baker, whose bid was $3573 (later $3606), was accepted and work was 
begun. A voluntary increase in communicant dues was asked over the regular $.50 per month and 
fifteen responded generously, a few as much as $5 per month. In August, Student J.F. Seedoff left 
to return to school and Student C.A. Blomgren came in October. The church now had 130 adult 
members and 37 over 5 years of age in the Sunday School. 

The new church was finished in January 1886 with great rejoicing and praise to God that they 
could meet in their own house of worship after nearly four years of waiting and many 
discouragements. It was dedicated on Sunday, February 10, 1886, by Rev. C. E. Lindberg of 
Brooklyn, President of the New York Conference, assisted by twelve visiting Pastors and C.A. 
Blomberg, Pastor of the church. 

The following is a description of the church: the wall to wall carpeting was dark red with small 
black figures and tan fiber runners in the aisles. The woodwork, pulpit, altar and railing were a 
dark red. There were thirty-two low backed pews of the same color with red cushions. Small metal 
numbers on the pews enabled families to find their own pews. There were seven tall plain glass 
windows with squares of red and blue glass along the sides. On the front wall above the altar was a 
large round window of colored glass. On the altar was a velvet altar cloth, a tall gilt cross draped 
with black velvet with a lamb embroidered in silver thread and the words in Swedish, "Behold the 
Lamb of God" done by Miss Amanda Soderberg. To the right of the altar and facing it were three 
pews, where in later years the children receiving Confirmation instruction sat on Sundays. To the 
left was a small Sacristy, down four steps from the floor of the church and it also could be entered 
from an outside door. A large round register near the front gave heat, and a coal stove heated the 
Sacristy. Light was furnished with two hanging gas chandeliers and side lights, lighted with a long 
pole by the Janitor. The walls were a tan with blue stencils of brown, blue, red and tan. Downstairs 
in a corner near the men's room was a small kitchen containing an iron sink, cupboards, table and a 
large coal stove. Next to the kitchen was a large hot air furnace with bins for coal and wood. The 
rest of the basement was filled with heavy dark brown pews whose backs turned over so they 
could face either way, convenient for Sunday School classes. 

Outside on Meadowcroft Street were two hitching posts for horses. A three foot fence surrounded 
the property with two gates which fastened securely. 

The new church had received liberal donations - the inside furnishings being gifts of the members. 
The High Street Church (now Christ Church United) gave an organ, twenty-three pews and a 
pulpit for the vestry. The Swedish Brotherhood (sick benefit) gave the church organ valued at 
$135. As there were now heavy expenses with the church building, John Monson, Anders 
Thomasson, Gunnar Lindstedt and Carl Peterson (Sigrid Bowden's father) served as Janitors 
without pay for a year. 

With a church of their own, services could now be held Sunday morning and evening and Bible 
Study on Thursday nights. In 1886 a Young People's Society was organized by C.A. Blomgren, to 
be a help for the young people against drinking, profanity and unbecoming living; to enjoy 
Christian fellowship and to strengthen their Christian Faith. At their meetings they had programs 
of musical numbers, songs, recitations and discussions in which all members in turn took part. By 
1889 they had gathered a library of ninety volumes which was well patronized. (Do you know we 
have a fine library today?) 

 6



At the Sunday School Christmas program for several years the children were given candy, apples, 
oranges and a fifty cent gift, donated partly by different ladies of the church. In 1886 there was a 
new Choir Director, Oscar Forsberg, who served for three years for $5 per month. 

The Treasurer, Mr. Thomasson, reported a budget of $1,170.62. Christmas offering for C.A. 
Blomgren $16.28; gas $39.05; 11 tons of coal for furnace and stoves $64.75; 1/2 ton of coke 
$2.00; to Missions $23.07; to Children's Home in Jamestown, N.Y. $85.10 (by Sunday School 
subscription cards). 

Until 1900 the Sunday School had separate classes for boys and girls from five years, the entering 
age, until Confirmation Class which had both sexes. An Adult Bible Class was taught by C.A. 
Blomgren. In June 1887, C.A. Blomgren left after serving two years, and Rev. Lars H. Beck came 
in July after his ordination at a salary of $750. He was the first ordained Pastor. After C.A. 
Blomgren left he continued his studies at Yale for a PHD. Later he taught Hebrew at our Seminary 
for many years until his death. He had married Sigrid Soderberg, a daughter of A. W. Soderberg, a 
well educated man from Sweden who was very instrumental in getting our church started here. 

When Rev. Beck arrived he started having weekly prayer meetings in the homes, and also a school 
for children on Wednesdays after school to teach them Christianity. He contributed much to the 
spiritual growth of the church. In those earlier years the Sunday School was held eleven months 
with vacation in August, until 1912 when they began having July and August off. The church 
picnic in 1887 was held at Willowdale, a popular resort with a pavilion on Lake Mascuppic. Horse 
cars were used for transportation. During this year the Janitor's work was done gratis by N. P. 
Christianson and John Monson for six months and Andreas Soderberg and Martin Anderson 
(Anthony's father) for the other six months. At the yearly meeting in January 1888 it was decided 
to pay $75 a year for a Janitor to be selected by the Trustees who would instruct them and see that 
the work was well done. An organ pumper was paid $15 yearly. 

Events of 1888 

In January 1888 a testimonial was given for Anders Thomasson in recognition of his work as 
Treasurer, serving as Organist gratis and for his untiring efforts during the building. He conducted 
a drug store for many years on Back Central Street at Hosford Square and was a very generous 
contributor always. Beginning in 1888 a Coal Festival was held in the Fall to pay for the Winter's 
coal. The first year's offering was $82.27. The cost for coal and wood was $58. 

It was customary to take collections in every church when a new church was started. This year 
there were new churches in New Britain, Connecticut and Buffalo, New York. 

Rev. Beck reported a good church attendance in 1888 with forty-five at Thursday night Bible 
study. 

Events of 1889 

In July 1889 a lot for a parsonage was purchased on Meadowcroft Street opposite the church from 
the Lowell Bleachery at ten cents a square foot for a total of $637.50. This usual subscription list 
was circulated to pay for it. 

In August of 1889 Rev. Beck resigned to study at Yale for a PHD. Later he became well known in 
our Augustana Synod, being the Founder and first President of Upsala College. He married Miss 
Thorberg Soderberg, daughter of A. P. Soderberg. Rev. J. V. Soderman came from Boone, Iowa at 
a salary of $780 in September with his wife and two daughters. 

Church discipline was practiced during the early years and some were dropped on account of 
drinking or other unbecoming living, after they were warned by the Pastor and a Deacon. They 
were given two months to do better or to give a good excuse; otherwise they were dropped from 
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membership. Members must not join a secret lodge. The Deacons and Pastor were called upon to 
give advice and help in family or other quarrels. They were frequently asked to get financial aid 
for families in need by taking up a subscription. 

During the summer of 1890 the first Swedish religious Summer School was held for four weeks 
with thirty-five children enrolled. Rev. Soderman was the teacher, assisted by Emelia Swenson, 
Mrs. Soderman's sister, later Mrs. O. O. Eckart. At the annual meeting in 1890 the number of 
Deacons and Trustees was increased from three to six. Miss Amanda Soderberg, President of the 
Sewing Society for many years, reported twenty-nine members and two sales of articles made by 
the members which netted $351. 

Events of 1891 

On March 18, 1891 a meeting was held at which it was voted to build a parsonage, the cost not to 
exceed $2,500. Rev. Soderman offered to solicit money for it. Subscriptions amounted to $1236. 
As the total was $2500, a mortgage of $1800 was taken. It was decided that the Pastor would pay 
the interest on the mortgage as rent. In the Fall the parsonage was ready for occupancy, and it was 
considered one of the best parsonages in New England. 

On Thanksgiving Day 1891 the Trustees sponsored a well attended concert at the Eliot Church 
which netted $203.34 of which the Conference Inner Mission received $115. 

Events of 1892 

As early as 1892 Rev. Soderman advocated having English in the Sunday School in order to keep 
our young people in the church. He said, "We must teach Christianity in the English language", but 
nothing was done about it. 

The Soderman family was very musical. She was an organist and he had a beautiful baritone voice. 
He directed the Church Choir during most of his eight years here and also served as Conference 
Treasurer. He was a powerful preacher of "sin and grace" and a conscientious soul winner. 
However, he was very strict and made some enemies. Many young people were turned to the Lord 
during his ministry, among them Olaus Olson (Eckart) who became a Pastor, and Betty Hanson 
who became a Deaconess. Olaus left in January 1893 for Upsala College. The Emmanuel Society, 
a sewing group for young women, was organized in November by Emelia Swenson, Mrs. 
Soderman's sister, with seven charter members. During the summer Theology Student A. F. 
Wickland taught Summer School. He also substituted for Rev. Soderman who was away on 
account of sickness. The cost for one child was $.25 weekly, two for $.40 and three for $.50. The 
sessions were from 8:30 to 11:30 and 1 to 3:30. So many came they had to divide the school into 
two sessions, one morning and one afternoon. At these schools there was always a public 
examination on the closing evening to show what the children had learned. The teachers, who were 
usually young men studying for the ministry, were paid $50 a month and a collection. Some family 
or the Pastor provided a room and families took turns inviting the students for meals for a week. 
After 1894 a Festival was held to defray expenses and the children no longer had to pay. 

Events of 1893 

The highlight of 1893 was a Reformation Festival at which the famous orator, Dr. Carl A. 
Swenson, President and founder of Bethany College, Lindsburg, Kansas, was the speaker, and he 
drew a large audience. 

In 1893 the church sent its first contribution of $15 to Foreign Missions in India. They also gave 
$62 to Inner Missions, $136 to the Children's Home in Jamestown, N.Y. and $10 to the new 
Lowell General Hospital. 
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Events of 1894 

In 1894 the Young People's Society had thirty-two active members. Besides their musical and 
literary programs they had a prayer meeting once a month. The attendance at the Bible Study on 
Thursday nights had grown to fifty-five in the summer, student Grant Hultberg of Upsala College 
taught school during eight weeks with thirty-nine children attending. 

A very impressive Gustaf Adolph Festival was held on November 6 when the church was 
beautifully decorated with twelve evergreens and lights. Mr. A. W. Soderberg spoke on the life of 
King Gustaf Adolph, interspersed with musical numbers. 

Strife started in April 1894 with arguments over the Pastor and Deacons not allowing the 
Scandinavian Music Society to use the church for its rehearsals. Two Trustees and the Treasurer 
took offense to this and resigned. There was much abusive talk for some time. Gunnar Lindstedt 
acted as peacemaker, and the three men returned at the next annual meeting. 

Events of 1895 & 1896 

In 1895 a pipe organ was bought by the Young People's Society for $1000. A series of preaching 
and prayer meetings were held three evenings a week during January with many, especially young 
people, attending. For many years the allotment to Conference and Synod was paid by taxing each 
adult member $.25 yearly for Conference and $.05 for Synod. Rev. Soderman reported an 
especially large attendance at services and at Communion during 1895. Sad to say, the strife 
continued also during this year. It had been brewing and grew worse. The disgruntled Trustees 
grew louder in their accusations of Pastor and Deacons. Especially one member, not a Trustee, 
who served as Auditor that year, fanned the flame by writing very abusive language in his 
Auditor's Report accusing the Pastor and Deacons of ruining the church. According to the records 
the church seemed to grow spiritually and in attendance at services at this time. The members 
seemed to rally to the support of Pastor and Deacons. It ended with a number leaving the church, 
two of them charter members who had been officers and very active. The Pastor and Deacons had 
visited them and tried to talk things over, but it was useless. There was even a suit of $10,000 in 
court against the Pastor and four Deacons. 

Events of 1897 

In 1897 Rev. Soderman resigned with these words, "On account of the ill feeling that some 
members have toward me, I feel that my staying here is a hindrance to the church. Therefore, I 
submit my resignation to take effect June 15, with a prayer that The Lutheran Church may better 
prosper by a change of Pastor". He was asked to take it back, but he declined. He accepted a call to 
Wilcox, Pennsylvania. 

In the early days no one could go to Communion unless he was a member of the church or had 
received permission from the Pastor. Each Communion guest must notify the Pastor before 
Sunday. 

A dozen "Hemlandssanger" were purchased to be used Sunday evenings by visitors, as the 
members all carried their own song books; and incidentally, each family and their friends had their 
own pew. In 1897 the churches of the Augustana Synod were asked to help clear up the debt on 
Augustana College. Our apportionment was $204, which the Young People's Society through its 
President, J. Birger Johnson, offered to pay and Anders Thomasson advanced the money. 

Miss Betty Hanson left with the Sodermans for Omaha, Nebraska, to train for a Deaconess. She 
served for many years as Superintendent of Nurses at the Emmanuel Hospital of Portland, Oregon. 

Rev. J. W. Eckman of Quincy, Mass. was called as Pastor at a salary of $780. He accepted and 
arrived with his wife on October 17, 1897. When Rev. Soderman left, the church was also without 
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an Organist and Choir Director, so Miss Emelie Lauren of the Swedish Methodist Church was 
called at a salary of $15 a month. She was to play at three services, Sunday School and direct the 
Choir. 

Events of 1898 & 1899 

A new hardwood floor was laid in the basement. They decided on a church seal to be used on 
official documents. The church debt was paid in full. A furnace was put into the parsonage at a 
cost of $125. Fruit trees and a grape vine were planted on the parsonage grounds. The Organist's 
salary was raised to $20 a month. The church paid $.50 a person to the New York Conference 
Home Mission (now called American Mission), and this was paid from collections taken on the 
first Sunday of the month. 

The Sunday School was reorganized and graded by Rev. Eckman and Supt. Edward Wickstrom 
into four divisions kindergarten, primary, intermediate and academic, with lessons and teachers 
assigned to the fifteen classes. The children always paid for their own lesson books. As usual, 
there was opposition to this new schedule, but it gradually died down. 

The first piano was purchased for the church by the Emmanuel Society. Previous to this a piano 
was rented or moved over from the parsonage for a concert; otherwise a reed organ was used. 

In June Miss Esther Carlson of East Union, Minnesota, a friend of Eckman's, became Organist and 
Choir Director at $20 per month. She was a graduate of Gustavus Adolphus College. She 
augmented her salary by giving organ lessons to the children for 50 cents an hour. Very few 
families had a piano then. 

Upon request, Rev. Eckman had a three month summer vacation and Theology Student John 
Gullans substituted and taught for two months. Mr. NON. asked to be reinstated in the church after 
he withdrew his $10,000 suit against Rev. Soderman and four deacons, injuring his reputation in 
1896. 

Events of 1900 

Rev. Eckman resigned in May, but it was not accepted. He promised to stay if: 

1 - The church would give him his three months vacation and he would pay Theology 
Student A. F. Seastrand to care for the church. 

2 - He had already made arrangements with the Perfected Alginor King Co. of Chicago, 
maker of electric belts for rheumatism, to become their New England representative and 
he needed the summer to give to this work. 

3 That the church would allow him, after the summer, to devote two hours a day to selling, 
without any derogatory comments. 

He said he had to take this position to relieve his worries over debts he incurred in his student 
days. The meeting decided to keep the Pastor with these conditions. 

The first Women's Home Missionary Fest (now called American Mission Fest) was held at the 
parsonage in May 1900 and it became a yearly event. In the afternoon they served coffee to 
visitors who gave a collection. In the evening it took the form of a lawn party for the young people 
on the parsonage lawn where games were played and refreshments were served and a collection 
taken. The older people had their refreshments in the house. A total of $40 was realized from the 
day. 

A notice in the paper giving the names of several members attending a lodge dance and card party 
was called to the attention of Rev. Eckman and the Deacons. At their meeting they expressed 
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sorrow over this and decided according to the Constitution Article V, Para. V on church discipline, 
that the Pastor read up a warning to said members from the pulpit without mentioning their names. 

Many young people were very active in the church, Sunday School and Societies, especially 
Emeilia Wogander, Esther Carlson, Marie Kallen and J. Oscar Lindquist. As Rev. Eckman was 
frequently away, Deacons A. W. Soderberg, Edward Wickstrom, A. P. Miller and Dittlof Ryland 
did the preaching. At the children's Christmas program in 1900 books were first given as prizes to 
the children who had attended Sunday School for thirty-eight Sundays or more. 

Events of 1901 

During the summer a Summer School of four weeks was held with Rev. Eckman teaching and 
thirty-eight children attending. 

Miss Esther Carlson resigned as Organist to return to Minnesota to be married. Mrs. J. W. Eckman 
was appointed by the Deacons to fill the vacancy. The Emmanuel Society first decorated the 
church for Easter. The first New Year's wake was held by the Young People's Society with a well 
filled church. At 8:30 there was a program and exchange of gifts and fellowship, but no 
refreshments. At 11 P.M. a regular service with a sermon was held. 

Events of 1902 & 1903 

To celebrate Founder's Day, the founding of the Augustana Synod, April 27, 1860, a Concert was 
held in the church. A large augmented choir sang for the occasion and the offering was given to 
Augustana College in Rock Island, Illinois. This was to become an annual event for several years. 

During the Spring the furnace needed repairing, so it was decided to build an addition to the 
church on the south side containing a boiler room and kitchen, put in steam heat and build a 
covering for the front steps. The estimate for the building as planned by the architect was $2800, 
exclusive of. the heating system. It was voted to repair the furnace, try to get a purchaser for the 
church, and build a new, more adequate church on Moore or Gorham Street. But on September 18, 
1902, Rev. Eckman resigned to take effect in a month, so these plans were halted. When he left the 
Deacons, upon recommendation of Rev. C.F. Johansson of Boston, engaged Rev. J. P. Dahleen, 
supposedly from the Church of Sweden, to serve during the vacancy. He was to receive $65 a 
month and the use of the parsonage. They elected Rev. Henning Jacobsen of Cambridge as Vice 
Pastor. 

At the District meeting in Manchester, N.H. Nov. 22nd a delegation was sent down to A. W. 
Soderberg's home to say they had heard the Lowell church had engaged Dahleen and expressed 
their disapproval and strongly recommended that he not be allowed to preach until he was 
investigated by the District, but the Deacons did not do anything until Christmas. At the Christmas 
"Julotta" at 5:30 in the morning he preached a sermon not at all in accord with the Christian faith. 
He was involved with a criticism of the Deacons which appeared in the Swedish weekly, 
"Skandinavia" because he was not to receive the Pastor's usual Christmas offering. 

The Church Council, now realizing that he was an imposter, at the Deacon's meeting notified Rev. 
Dahleen of the Boston Districts' wishes that his services would terminate Dec. 28th. This touched 
off fireworks in the church. Many came to his help. He did not leave Lowell but took a room at the 
corner of Moore and Whidden Streets. There was now a division in the church. For the yearly 
meeting in Jan. 1903, the opposition had mustered together seventy-seven men, the majority who 
came to make trouble. When Rev. Jacobsen, Vice Pastor, proceeded to take charge of the meeting, 
they asked to vote for a Moderator. They voted 48 to 29 for John C. Pihl. A. W. Soderberg, who 
had been Clerk for fourteen years, was replaced by Vincent Akerblad. They also replaced the 
outgoing Deacons with their own men. After all reports and elections one man arose and said. "I 
move we elect an interim Pastor and I nominate Rev. Dahleen." It was seconded by a burst of 
applause. Then Rev. Jacobsen asked for the floor. He explained that Rev. Dahleen was not a Pastor 
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in the Church of Sweden as he claimed. He had been investigated by the New York Conference 
and found to be of questionable character, and the church would not sanction him to preach in any 
church of the Augustana Synod. But the discussions still continued till midnight to be adjourned 
until the next Tuesday. At that meeting Rev. Jacobsen was present and in a kind way warned the 
men of the tragedy to the .church if they voted for Dahleen. He said "Either the church will be 
under the discipline of the New York Conference, or they would be separated from the Augustana 
Synod, so think carefully before you vote." When it came to the vote, the majority decided to abide 
by this advice and voted against Dahleen. They asked Rev. Jacobsen to get a Pastor as soon as 
possible. 

Many were still dissatisfied and left the church and started a new church which held its services at 
the Good Templar Hall on Gorham Street with Dahleen as their Pastor. Families were divided, part 
going to one church and part to the other. The new church had a Choir and Ladies Society, and 
Deacons and Trustees. 

He himself served both as Pastor and Organist. This lasted almost a year when a group was going 
to his home to "surprise" him. He came to the door drunk, and in his underclothes. After that 
episode that church gradually discontinued and the members, one by one, asked to rejoin Trinity. 

After that spectacular meeting, Rev. C.F. Johansson came to Lowell and expressed his deep sorrow 
to the Church Council, and asked their forgiveness for recommending Dahleen, as he had not 
known what kind of man he was and he expressed his admiration for them that they had been alert 
and acted so wisely in the dilemma. They also received letters from other Pastors for being a wise 
and conscientious Council. The Boston District promised to supply a Pastor for each Sunday until 
we had a regular one. We were sent some of the ablest preachers in the New York Conference. 

At a meeting held Feb. II, 1903, Rev. P. E. Aslev of Brattleboro, Vt. was called as Pastor, with a 
salary of $780. He accepted the call and came with his wife and three children, April 11, 1903. He 
had a kind and cheerful personality and during his ministry the breach gradually healed. A new 
Woman's Society called the "Birthday Society" was organized April 23, 1903 by Mrs. Aslev. The 
meetings were to be held on the birthdays of the members and the collections to go to missions. 
She was the first President. 

In July, 1903 the devastating South Lowell explosion occurred, wherein several lost their lives and 
many homes were leveled. The church suffered broken windows and the front wall was weakened 
which resulted in costing $128.60. The damage was paid for by the U.S. Cartridge Co. Beginning 
in August an addition was built on the north side of the church, a Pastor's room on a level with the 
church, a boiler room, a kitchen and two lavatories underneath, costing $2,060. A new steam 
system was installed by Hanchette & Co. at a cost of $475. Rev. Aslev and Victor J. Gilinson, 
Chairman and Secretary of the Building Committee, supervised the work. A mortgage of $2,000 
was taken to pay for this although there still remained a mortgage on the parsonage of $1,500 
When the addition was completed the Sewing Society gave a new carpet covering the church and 
the Pastor's room. The Young People's Society gave a table, chairs and rug for the Pastor's room. 
The Emmanuel Society bought the first stove for the kitchen. 

During the years the YPS and the Choir had all day picnics in the summer. The transportation was 
by horse drawn express wagons. The big church picnic used electric cars. Tickets were sold for 
$.25 to pay for transportation and the cost of the grounds. There was always a program in the 
forenoon, picnic lunch and games in the afternoon. No one ever thought of missing a picnic, it was 
so much fun. On Labor Day the YPS and the YPS of Concord and Manchester had a picnic at 
Prescott's Grove in Manchester. There they first saw Frank Lindquist who came with his Male 
Chorus from Concord. Everyone was so impressed and as we had no Organist since Mrs. Eckman 
left, a call was sent to Frank T Lindquist. He accepted the call and came to Lowell in November 
1903 as Organist and Choir Director at a salary of $20 a month. He showed his great ability and 
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 had a large Choir and Male Chorus which he taught to sing A Capella and he also became a 
capable and well liked leader for the young people so youth activities flourished in the church. He 
conducted a grocery store on Andrew Street. 

Events of 1904 

The church seemed to prosper both spiritually and in attendance. The Sunday School had 107 
students in 18 classes and there was an average attendance at morning worship of 167 and 106 in 
the evening. A Summer School was held for 8 weeks with Oscar Montan of Upsala College 
teaching 49 children. Eighteen children were confirmed, the largest class in the history of the 
church. 

Olive Palm, Marie Nelson, Agnes Olson, Rilliam Lindquist and Albert Lundgren were still 
members in 1979. The picnic was held for the first time at Milligan's Grove, Silver Lake, 
Wilmington with 114 children and 156 adults attending and riding in "special" electric cars at $.25 
an adult. The Choir had a membership of 31-and a Male Chorus of 15, and we were fortunate to 
have their talented voices. The soloists were Anders Brander and Frank Lindquist, tenors; Gustaf 
Knutson and Gustaf Olson, basses; Gerda Pearson, soprano, and Caroline Stromquist, alto. They 
sang both morning and evening services. In April the Choir, Male Chorus and Orchestra gave their 
first concert with a full house and they also gave a concert in Roburn to help that struggling 
church. In the Lawrence church they sang frequently to help out in entertainments. They were in 
demand at meetings in the Boston District being the only choir that could sing A Capella. They 
always sang at the large annual Temperance Rallies in the Protestant churches. On Labor Day the 
YPS again had a big picnic with the Concord and Manchester YPS at Milligan's Grove with 250 
there. 

Events of 1906 

Student Fritjof Bjork again taught Summer School for two months and preached during Rev. 
Aslev's vacation. During 1906, several of the members of Dahleen's church applied for 
membership. The  Deacons who were put out were now back. As yet the church had not a 
vision of contributing to our foreign missions in India, Puerto Rico and China. Only the Bible 
Class sent their money to these missions. The church contributed only to Home Missions, Social 
Missions and the Mormon Mission. A collection of $35.25 was taken up for the earthquake 
sufferers in San Francisco. As the Conference was buying a house and land for a children's home 
at Avon, Mass., our Sunday School children took up $132 on subscription cards. They also 
gathered $107 for the Jamestown Home. 

Events of 1907 

Services were held every evening during Holy Week with a good attendance. The Sunday School 
held two concerts which netted $75 with which they bought a new organ for the vestry. They held 
Sunday School on 47 Sundays during 1907. The name "Young Peoples Society" was changed to 
"Luther League" and they joined the Boston District. Delinquent members were all visited by the 
Deacons and - Trustees. Twenty-one who showed no interest were stricken from the rolls. Even 
with the deadwood removed there were 307 members. 

Events of 1908 & 1909 

The church celebrated its 25th Anniversary at which a collection of $312 was taken up. Times 
were hard and many members were out of work. A Summer School was held during July and 
August with Axel Andrea of Upsala College as teacher. Older children went in the morning and 
the younger ones in the afternoon. There had been no school the summer before. 
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On Thanksgiving Day for many years a well attended service was held at 10 A.M. Very few stayed 
home to prepare dinner until later years when attendance dropped so much that it was finally 
discontinued in 1939 in favor of a Union Service held on Thanksgiving Eve. 

On October 3 Rev. Aslev resigned to move to Lemont, Illinois to take effect in March. He felt the 
salary of $780 was too inadequate for a family. Three Pastors were called but all declined. Finally 
on May 6, 1909 they called Rev. S.F. Hammerlof and he accepted and came with his bride on 
November 6 at a salary of $780. Rev. Aslev confirmed a class of 15 before he left in March. Then 
Frank Lindquist took care of the services with A. P. Miller and Dittlof Ryland until Herman J. 
Olsson from Augustana Theological Seminary arrived on May 18 and stayed until September 18. 
He preached in Lowell on Sunday morning and evening and at Lawrence in the afternoon. He also 
taught Summer School during July and August all for $50 a month plus board and room, plus $20 
from Lawrence. Martin E. Pihl, living in Lowell since 1857, died in August. He was a charter 
member, Sunday School teacher and Deacon. 

The church held a surprise party for James Palm on April 6 in recognition of his years of service as 
Treasurer and presented him with a watch and roll top desk. The morning worship was well 
attended but only about 50 came to the evening service. The annual picnic was held at Milligan's 
Grove, Silver Lake, Wilmington using three electric cars and two coming home. (I wonder where 
those other people went.) 

The Luther League under Frank Lindquist reported 85 members, the fourth largest in the District. 
The Boston League started interleague visits. The visiting league gave a program and the home 
league furnished the refreshments. Many lasting friendships were formed through this. 

Events of 1910 

Theology Student J. Oscar Lindquist, one of the church's own sons taught Summer School during 
July and August with 52 children attending, sessions held only in the forenoon. Miss Amanda 
Soderberg, teacher of the oldest class in the Sunday School for many years, died in June. She was 
beloved by all her pupils and will be remembered for her kind, humble Christian life. The Luther 
Leagues from Boston, Manchester, East Boston and Lawrence visited Lowell during the year 
according to the schedule made out by the Boston District officers, while Lowell visited 
Cambridge, Manchester and Boston. Often these visits were made on Saturday afternoons and then 
the young people stayed over until Sunday. 

The largest Fiftieth Anniversary Jubilee Festival of the Augustana Synod was held in Rock Island, 
Illinois during ten days in June. Bishop Von Scheele of Sweden and Gov. Eberhart of Minnesota 
were guests of honor. Besides these, other church dignitaries attended. It was the largest gathering 
of the Synod up to this time. Philip J. Gilinson was the visitor from Lowell. In the Fall, the Lowell 
church held an "Echo" Festival with an elaborate program and a collection of $277.75 was given to 
Augustana College. That same Fall the Emmanuel Society with Anna Anderson, President, (Olive 
Palm's aunt) put in electricity at a cost of $275. Some members thought it was a very extravagant 
project and entirely unnecessary. The Sewing Society, (Miss Josephine Johnson, President) held 
their usual Home Mission Festival at the parsonage in the afternoon and evening. The evening was 
for the lawn party for the youth. The collection for the day was $61.42. The Birthday Society (Mrs. 
Mathilda Palm, President) sent $53 to Synodical W. M. S., as there was no local society for this 
and also gave $304 to the church. New front steps (not enclosed as some wanted) were built at a 
cost of $140. New Sunday School teachers elected were Olive Palm, Alice Osterman, Alice 
Christianson and Philip Gilinson. Sigrid and Nettie Christianson, Esther and Edith Miller, 
Elizabeth Gilinson were already teaching. F. E. Lindquist was the Bible Teacher. 
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Events of 1911 

Theology Student Samuel M. Miller, a son of the congregation taught a Summer School of 46 
pupils during July and August and preached during the Pastor's vacation. The picnic this year was 
held at Glen Forest on the road to Lawrence with 150 adults and 93 children. The church paid its 
first yearly electric bill of $33.93. The Luther League celebrated its 25th anniversary by inviting 
the youth of the Mission Covenant, Swedish Methodist and Swedish Baptist Churches to their 
celebration. They paid off $500 on the church debt. They changed from literary and musical 
programs to writing and reading of essays on some Biblical character by two of the members each 
month. A discussion followed. Once a year they wrote poems and this caused much mirth. 

The Birthday Society held its first rummage sale and netted $111. They put the first telephone in 
the parsonage. From now on the Societies contributed a large part of the budget as the dues were 
still 50 cents a month. 

Events of 1912 & 1913 

The New York Conference was divided and the New England Conference formed. During the 
summer extensive repairs were made to the church. - All the woodwork was painted white, the 
walls an artistic light blue with a stenciled design and the ceiling a heavenly blue, divided into 
large squares. This was done by C. E. Pearson at a cost of $558. The carpeting was taken up and a 
hard wood floor was laid and varnished for $446. The blue and red window glass was changed for 
white frosted glass. A subscription of $467 was taken up to help pay for this. 

Now Pastor Hammerlof urged that the time was ripe for an English class in the Sunday School, 
English in the Confirmation Class, and one or two English services a month. There were German 
children who would like to attend a Lutheran Sunday School, but this was too radical. The 
majority felt that the Swedish language was synonymous with Christianity and the worshipful 
attitude would be lost, so no change was made and many Germans lost. 

For the first time they elected a Financial Secretary, Bernard Nelson, to relieve the Treasurer. The 
Pastor was discouraged because an average of only 115 attended the morning worship service and 
50 in the evening. Theology Student A. E. Bomgren taught Summer School (1913) during July and 
August and preached during Rev. Hammerslofs vacation. Again there was agitation to have some 
English in the Sunday School, but due to opposition and indifference nothing was done for seven 
more years. 

Steam heat was installed in the parsonage at a cost of $306. The Luther League of 45 members 
started having refreshments after the meetings. The Birthday Society had its first cake sale which 
netted $90.40. The Emmanuel Society which was almost ready to disband decided to take in 
married ladies and thereby took in 8 new members. A supper in the form of a Smorgasbord was 
put on by the men of the church in June. Printed invitations were sent to all members. The offering 
was $209. Oscar Wikstrom (Alice Warley's father) and Edward Anderson (Paul's father) made and 
donated a long wall blackboard for the vestry besides many other things made and donated by 
them for the church. 

In March a petition was started by two disgruntled men and signed by several people, some 
innocently, for a special congregational meeting to discuss some things for the good of the church. 
It was found out that the real purpose of the meeting was to try to oust Frank Lindquist as Organist 
and Deacon, and to ask Rev. Hammerslof to resign. James Palm exposed the plan and the Deacons 
did not grant the petition. The members rallied to the support of Mr. Lindquist and the Pastor and 
the petitioners were left without support. Due to this, however, Frank resigned as Organist at the 
end of the year. They asked him to reconsider and take it back; but when he would not, they asked 
him to serve until they could get a new Organist, and he did for almost a year. 
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Events of 1914 

Rilliam Heller was elected by the Board as Organist, but due to illness he was unable to begin until 
September 15. The Luther League of 58 members worked for a piano, which was bought through 
Mr. Heller. A little girls’ society, called Willing Workers, was organized by Mrs. Laura Lindquist 
to work for the Sunday School. The Sunday School began to support a boy in India, costing $30, 
and this was continued for five years. Rev. Hammerslof resigned August 28 and left for Jersey 
City, New Jersey November 15. Rev. Leander Hokunson of Quincy, MA was elected Vice Pastor. 
Mr. Paul Andreen of Augustana College came December 1st to serve during the vacancy. The 
Janitor's salary was raised to $120. 

Events of 1915 

In January Dr. Gustaf Andreen, President of Augustana College and Theological Seminary, and a 
well known speaker, came to Boston to speak at a Lutheran Mass Meeting in Tremont Temple. As 
his son was Student Pastor in Lowell, he preached here at morning worship. Paul Andreen had 
charge of the church until June 1st when he left for New Britain, Conn. He prepared a class of 
fifteen members who were confirmed by Rev. Hokunson. He was a fine preacher although only 23 
years of age. The church attendance was very good during his stay. Theological Student Sigurd 
Hanson served during the Summer, after which Frank Lindquist preached. 

In April there was more trouble which was an aftermath of the petition which failed. One of the 
members gave an invitation to the Deacons for the church to take part in a picnic by the 
Scandinavian Lodges. They asked if there would be liquor and dancing. He answered evasively, 
“We can't restrain our people”. Therefore they decided it was not proper for the church to 
participate. Then, this man as a member of the arrangement committee wrote to Rev. Hulteen of 
Brockton and invited him to be the speaker at the picnic. He wrote "For once all the Swedish 
churches are cooperating in this Scandinavian Picnic at Nabnasset." When Paul Andreen heard 
this, he asked the Deacons to notify Rev. Hulteen of this erroneous statement, which they did 
through their Secretary. Then Rev. Hulteen cancelled his acceptance. This had repercussions for a 
long time until this man left the church and joined the Mission Covenant Church. In later years he 
had a kindly attitude toward our church. 

A Boy's Club was organized with fifteen members. Ushers were chosen for the first time: Herbert 
Stromquist, Urna Nystrom, Nels Palm and George Gilinson. 

In the Fall a large Bazaar was held in the Y. M. C. A. hall by all the Societies which netted $916, 
which was used to pay off on the church mortgage reducing it to $700. In August Rev. Peter E. 
Nordgren was called from Kenosha, Wisconsin at a salary of $1,000, parsonage and three weeks 
vacation. He arrived in November with his wife and daughter, Signe, to begin his long ministry of 
twenty-seven and a half years. 

Events of 1916 

At the yearly meeting in January women were given the right to vote for the first time. The 
following fourteen availed themselves of the privilege: Miss Anna Anderson, Mrs. Olaf Olson, 
Mrs. Edward Anderson, Mrs. Nils Anderson, Mrs. O. A. Berntson, Mrs. Ivar Borg, Mrs. Hilda 
Brown, Miss Elizabeth Gilinson, Mrs. Philip Gilinson, Mrs. Hannah Nelson, Mrs. Frank Lindquist, 
Mrs. P. E. Nordgren, Mrs. Frank Palmgren and Mrs. Victor Turnquist. 

The Church Picnic was held at Pinehurst Park in Billerica this year. A festival was held October 26 
to burn the mortgage. Mr. Anders Thomasson, charter member and early church Treasurer, was 
chosen to burn it. 
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The Choir under the direction of Frank Lindquist sang its first cantata at Christmas time. Mr. 
Heller had resigned as Organist to go to St. Anne's Episcopal Church, so Mr. Lindquist served 
again to fill the vacancy. 

Events of 1917 

The dues system was dropped and the duplex envelope was installed. This meant that freewill 
contributions for church and missions replaced the fifty cent assessment. The members still did not 
contribute enough to meet expenses, so the Societies had to continue to fill in. On March 15, the 
Board of Administration held a Festival of Months. They hired twelve tables, one for each month, 
and white coats for the waiters. The guests sat at the table of the month in which they were born 
and gave their collection there. The months vied with each other in having the most elaborate and 
original decorations and the largest collection. 

The Emmanuel Society put electric lights in the parsonage, and the following year they put 
hardwood floors in all of the rooms. The Sewing Society put a hardwood floor in the kitchen (now 
the men's room) for $30, and they replaced the iron sink with a soapstone sink for $45. The poplars 
and fence in front of the parsonage were taken down. The Sewing Society, Mrs. Laura Lindquist, 
President; the Birthday Society, Mrs. O. A. Berntson, President; the Emmanuel Society, Miss 
Elida Ehneborn, President; the Willing Rorkers and the Boys Club held a Bazaar in the church in 
the Fall of 1916 which netted $885. The Bazaar money was used to pay the mortgage of $700 in 
full. 

A Summer School of four weeks was held with fifty-two children attending. Prof. Frans Erickson 
of Upsala College was the teacher. This was the first since 1913. He also substituted during Rev. 
Nordgren's vacation. The Sunday School and Church Picnic was held at Canobie Lake with F. E. - 
Lindquist, Superintendent, in charge. This was the first picnic at which prizes were given for races. 
The church advertised in "Augustan" church paper for an Organist. All the Societies held a Bazaar 
in the Fall which netted $450. 

The first draftees of World War I were called to Fort Devens in September. A New Testament was 
given to each young man who was called. At this time a serious influenza epidemic broke out and 
hundreds in the city died. Schools were closed for a month and churches for three weeks. 

Events of 1918 

Florence Gilinson was elected Organist and Thure Gilinson to direct the Choir in February at $20 a 
month. The steeple was reshingled and gold leaf put on the cross at a cost of $250. The Sunday 
School observed Children's Day for the first time with a program and geraniums for the children. 

Four ladies were chosen as visitors of the sick: Mrs. O. A. Berntson, Mrs. P. E. Nordgren, Mrs. 
Victor Gilinson and Mrs. Ivar S. Borg. 

Mr. A. P. Miller died February 28, 1918. He had served since 1884 as Trustee, Deacon, Sunday 
School teacher and Sunday School Superintendent. 

The Sewing Society, Mrs. Esther Johnson, President; the Birthday Society, Mrs. O. A. Berntson, 
President; the Emmanuel Society, Miss Hilma Holmstedt, President, held a Harvest Festival 
instead of the customary Bazaar, which netted $420. 

A service flag was unveiled November 3, 1918 with the following names: Hilding Anderson, 
Robert Berntson, George Gilinson, Anthony Grey, Helmer Nyberg, Theodore Olson, Albert 
Ohlson, Edwin Osterman, Albert Palm and Ellen Christianson, nurse. There were two gold stars, 
one for Anthony Grey who was killed in France, and one for Albert Palm who died of influenza at 
Fort Devens. A collection of $114 was taken for the Red Cross and $168 for Lutheran soldiers and 
sailors. 
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Events of 1919 

A new hardwood floor was laid in the Pastor's room by the Trustees, supervised by Edward 
Anderson. Another Harvest Festival brought in $315. An ingathering of clothing and money was 
held for Lutheran war sufferers in Poland and another for sufferers in other countries. 

Mr. Anders Thomasson died July 27, 1919. He was a charter member and served for years as 
Organist, Trustee and Treasurer and took the initiative in getting the church built. 

Mr. Nordgren's salary was raised to $1200, the Organist's to $300 and the Janitor to $180. The 
Societies contributed $1744 to the budget. 

Events of 1920 

On November 1, 1920 the church sustained a great loss in that Frank Lindquist died at the early 
age of forty-six. Since 1903 he had served as Organist, Choir Director, Tenor Soloist, Preacher, 
Deacon, Clerk, Sunday School Superintendent, Bible Class Teacher and leader for the young 
people. 

In September the first English class was started in the Sunday School by teacher Elizabeth 
Gilinson amidst much opposition. The first English service was held on the third Sunday forenoon 
and encountered much opposition, but it continued on the third Sundays of the month. 

Rev. Nordgren bought his first Ford Model T so the men of the church, supervised by Alfred 
Johnson, master mechanic at the Lowell Bleachery, built a garage at the parsonage, with the Luther 
League paying for the material. The roof of the church was reshingled for $460. $236.54 was 
collected for Lutheran World Service. The Choir, under the direction of Florence and Thure 
Gilinson, rendered a cantata on Easter night and collected $34. 

Events of 1921 

A drive for the Seminary netted $245.80. 

The Sunday School Picnic was held under the direction of Carl Nelson, Superintendent, at 
Lakeview with two special electric cars for transportation. 

The church floor was sanded and given three coats of varnish by E. C. Pearson Co. The coal 
offering of $334.35 was taken up as usual in November. 

Miss Florence Gilinson resigned as Organist in September and Miss Mildred Anderson was 
elected. 

Events of 1922 

The church invited the New England Conference to hold its yearly meeting in Lowell in April 
1923. For that reason an addition was built on the south side of the church containing a kitchen and 
ladies room by Edwin Strebury, contractor, at a cost of $2819. The old kitchen was remodeled as a 
men's room. A new gas range and new hot water heater were installed at a cost of $190. A 
mortgage of $2000 was taken out. 

A Bible Conference was held Thursday through Sunday in July by Dean S.M. Miller of the 
Lutheran Bible Institute, St. Paul, Minnesota with an attendance of 80 to 85 and much interest 
shown. For the following six years these were held. The Samuel Miller Bible Class, a forerunner 
of the B. W. M. S., was organized in 1922. They had monthly meetings in the homes and a Bible 
Class on Sunday mornings. Olive Palm was the teacher and first president. 
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For the first time the church was allotted $545 to pay to the Conference. $875 was gathered for 
Upsala College Building Fund by Florence Gilinson and Sallie Nystrom. 

Events of 1923 

In April the New England Conference and W. M. S. held their annual meeting in the Lowell 
church. W. M. S. held their meetings in the Swedish Methodist Church. Almost every home in the 
church held delegates. Each delegate paid $3. The new addition was ready. A motor for the organ 
was bought for $306. The Choir paid $120 of this and Rev. Nordgren solicited the rest. The Luther 
League bought a bubbler for the vestry costing $30. Extra chairs were hired and a temporary 
telephone installed. The three Societies each served dinner one of the days. The Sewing Society 
bought silver and forks for $92. Luther League served meals on Saturday. 

The Sunday afternoon mass meeting was held in Liberty Hall of the Auditorium with Dr. Julius 
Hulteen as speaker and the choir singing two anthems. After all expenses were paid $181 was left. 
Daily Vacation Bible School was held for three weeks with eighteen children. Teachers were Olive 
Palm, Elizabeth Gilinson and Rev. Nordgren. They taught also the following five summers. For the 
first time the church ended the year in the red owing $802: a coal bill of $100, a concreting bill of 
$225, and Conference $477. The Societies contributed $1435 to the budget besides $11.35 to 
Africa Missions, $6 to Jewish Mission, $13 to China Mission, $45 to needy in Russia, $67 to the 
Worcester Home, $94.38 by children's subscription cards to Avon Home and $30 for a pupil in 
India. 

Events of 1924 

The Women's Missionary Society was organized in November with Mrs. Caroline Stromquist as 
President. They met only once a year to pay their obligations. The Deacons and Trustees had a 
drive to pay off the bills the church owed and $1553 was received. The Choir under Mildred 
Anderson was the first vested choir in the Boston District. They held monthly meetings in the 
homes at which they paid dues. Besides this they had entertainments to raise money. They sang an 
Easter cantata in the church which was repeated in Dorchester and Roslindale churches. They took 
part in the Choir Festival of the Lowell Protestant Choirs in the Auditorium on Christmas Eve. 
They presented Rev. Nordgren with a Luther robe which cost $50. The Samuel Miller Bible class 
sent bandages and $54 each to China and Africa. They also gave the usual Christmas party to the 
Sunday School children. The Birthday Society, Selma Borg, President, gave $1650 to China, 
Africa, India and Jewish missions, Bethpage and the ladies dormitory at Augustana College 

Mr. Carl Nelson, Sunday School Superintendent, died December 14, 1924 after serving the church 
faithfully for many years as Superintendent, Trustee and Deacon. 

Events of 1925 

Sunday School Superintendent Thure Gilinson put in the Augustana Synod's new graded system 
and also a cradle roll. There were nine teachers and sixty-eight children. Their picnic was held at 
Byam's Grove, Baptist Pond with an attendance of 148. Trucks were used for transportation. 

The Choir, under Mildred Anderson, sang an Easter cantata which was repeated in Manchester and 
Dorchester. They sang in St. Anne's Church Centennial in the Auditorium. Being well trained they 
were always in demand to sing in the churches of the District. 

The Societies gave $985 to the church. They still owed $498 to the Conference. 
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Events of 1926 

A Junior Mission Band was organized May 26th by Elizabeth Gilinson, with sixteen children. 
They met in her home every other Saturday afternoon to sing, memorize poetry and Scripture 
passages, study about our Mission fields, as well as roll bandages, make scrap books and clothing 
for children in Africa. 

A Lutheran Brotherhood with thirty-seven members was organized in September by Thure 
Gilinson, who became its first President. C. W. Lawson of Brockton came up and spoke. He was 
the District President. 

The Choir of forty members bought fifty folding chairs for the gallery at $2 each. Each member 
paid a dollar for his chair. The Choir paid for geraniums for Children's Day this year and for the 
following six years. 

The Luther League filled a bus to attend the Luther League Convention in Lynn. They also filled a 
bus to attend the Boston District Luther League outing at the Avon Home on Labor Day. This was 
an annual event for many years. Hundreds, both young and old, came from far and near. There was 
a program with visiting speaker, musical numbers, and the children at the Home performed. 
Opportunity was given to inspect the Home. Then food of all kinds, coffee, and tonic were for sale 
served by various church Luther Leagues. There were games and events in the afternoon with the 
opportunity to visit with friends. This event was a good annual income for the Home and the 
fellowships. Mr. Carl Pihl gave $1000 to the church in memory of his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Martin E. Pihl, one of the founders of the church. The money was used to redecorate and for new 
side lights. 

The Augustana Male Quartet of Augustana College, assisted by a blind violinist, rendered an 
unusually fine concert July 24th, but only seventy-eight people attended. 

The Boston District Luther League held their first Bible Camp on Cononicut Island, Jamestown, 
Rhode Island for two weeks under the direction of Dr. Froebert, District President, with twenty-
five attending. About fifty of the Luther League, Oscar Palmgren president, visited the Brockton 
and Natick Leagues. In Brockton they were served a ham supper after which they rendered the 
following program: Song by the choir, trumpet solo by Robert Berntson, vocal solo by Astrid 
Pearson, reading by Florence Tongberg, solo by Thure Gilinson, address by Prof. Herman Brase, 
Quartet-Fred and Chester Lindquist, Oscar Palmgren and Herbert Nelson. The Cambridge and 
Boston League, fifty strong, visited Lowell. During many years the Lowell League held an annual 
lawn party. On New Year's Eve they held their usual New Year's wake with program, refreshments 
and exchange of gifts and a service at 11:30 P.M. 

An important event of this year was to vote - 65 yes to 15 no to change the name of the church to 
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church. This had to be ratified next year. The English language was 
used at only two services a month. To save money the services were taken care of during the 
Pastor's vacation by Deacons John Nelson, Thure Gilinson and David Anderson of Cambridge, a 
former member, each taking one Sunday. 

Events of 1927 

This was the first year that any English was used at the yearly meeting. 

The Church and Sunday School held their yearly picnic at Byam's Grove, Baptist Pond, July 9th 
under the direction of Thure Gilinson, Sunday School Superintendent. It was customary for the 
Superintendent to conduct the picnic. This was the first year that private cars were offered to 
transport the children and adults. Oscar Palmgren gave Cracker Jacks and Hilding Anderson gave 
prizes for the children, among which were two red suede zipper jackets. 
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Events of 1928 

English services were now held the first, third and fifth Sunday mornings of the month. The 
evening services were still in Swedish and poorly attended. The first Confirmand Reunion was 
held on November 20, 1929 with 150 attending. The Boston District Luther League Christian 
Conference was held here on January 26 and 27 with many leaguers attending. On Saturday night 
Florence Gilinson spoke on "Why I Am a Christian", remarks by Prof. Brase, choir anthem and 
inspirational address by Rev. William Frendberg of Montello. Sunday there was a sermon by Rev. 
Benander of Boston. At 4 P.M. Deaf Frans Erickson of Upsala College spoke to a crowded church, 
over 300. The Samuel Miller Bible Class was changed to the Young Women's Missionary Society 
with Miss Mildred Christianson as its first President. For many years they gave the Sunday School 
a Christmas party. The Trustees urged the Societies to contribute as much as possible as they were 
"in the red". The Birthday Society made $200 on a turkey supper to repay John Nelson who had 
loaned it to the church. The coal offering was $207. It was urged that the minimum contribution by 
everyone be not less than $10 a year. The Societies contributed $1551. The church was very 
generous to Rev. Nordgren during the 1920's. His salary was $1800 and his Christmas offerings 
averaged $150 or more. At many anniversaries they were given purses, on one occasion $300. 

Events of 1930 

The heating system in the church nave was changed and low radiators were installed in place of 
the long unsightly pipes running the length of the nave. New red pew cushions were given by the 
Emmanuel Society and a slightly used grand piano was purchased by the Choir for $250. Thure 
Gilinson, on the Conference Budget Board, explained the Conference Budget plan at the yearly 
meeting because many did not understand it and some Trustees opposed paying the Conference 
allotment. The meeting decided to pay $450, but they still owed $1200. About eighty-five attended 
morning worship, but only ten or twelve attended the Swedish evening service. 

Events of 1931 

The church exterior was painted two coats by E. C. Pearson Co. for $465. A hedge and a blue 
spruce donated by Nels Palm were planted at the church. 

The Choir, under the direction of Miss Mildred Anderson, sang at the New England Conference 
Luther League Convention in Manchester, N.H. when Dr. John Milton of the Seminary was the 
speaker. Miss Astrid Pearson, Herbert Nelson and Thure Gilinson were soloists. They had an Old 
Folks concert in October and an entertainment in March at which they were assisted by Miss Etta 
Thompson and Mrs. Roberts. The proceeds were used to pay for the piano. 

The Luther League held a lawn party on the grounds of Bernard Nelson, Chelmsford Street, and 
the proceeds were given to Mr. and Mrs. George McFadgen as she had recently had both legs 
amputated. The amount was $96. 

The Y. W. M. S. had their first picnic and weenie roast at Tongberg's camp at Baptist Pond. The 
church sponsored a Golden Wedding celebration April 20 for Mr. and Mrs. N. P. Christianson, 
members since 1885 and presented them with a purse. 

The Societies contributed $1182 to the budget this year. 

Events of 1932 

A Bible Class of 20 adults was started meeting during Sunday School time with Elizabeth Gilinson 
as teacher. Vacation Bible School was taught by Karl Wikstrom. The Upsala Glee Club gave a 
concert April 29 with a collection of $90. 
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The Choir sang the Seven Last Words by Dubois in April with guest soloists in a well filled 
church. It was to be repeated the following three years. 

The church had failed to give the New England Conference its financial support, so at the yearly 
meeting Nels Palm explained clearly what our Conference budget called for, where the money is 
spent and the need for us to pay our obligations. It was discussed pro and con and finally was 
voted that the church pay $300 for 1933 but not the arrears. 

Mr. James Palm, active in the church since 1886, Trustee and Treasurer for many years, died 
September 16, 1932. 

The 50th Anniversary of the church was celebrated in the Fall. 

Events of 1933 & 1934 

The Luther League held their first annual banquet, May 19 with Rev. Theodore Palmer of 
Fitchburg as speaker and soloist with eighty attending. An oil painting "Christ in The Temple" was 
won by the Lowell League in a subscription contest of the New England Luther League paper. As 
the Conference budget was a bone of contention, the following donations were received for it: 
Birthday Society $100, Rev. Nordgren $50, other members $109. 

This year the services also were taken care of by John Nelson and Thure Gilinson during Rev. 
Nordgren's vacation. 

The Choir gave the "Sunbonnet Girl" November 28 to a crowded house. They realized $87. Mr. 
Edward Anderson made a permanent stage in the vestry for the affair. The Choir purchased 
material and made two curtains for the stage. 

English services were now held every Sunday except the second Sunday of the month, but the 
evening service was still in Swedish. 

The Y. W. M. S. of thirty-four with Olive Palm as President gave handkerchiefs to the Sunday 
School children for Christmas 1933. 

In July 1934 the Choir went on an outing to Ipswich and from there went by motor boat to the 
Parker River to have dinner at Fernalds. The dinners were paid for from the Choir treasury, not to 
exceed $1 per plate. Every summer they had a similar outing. 

On November 18, 1934 a Confirmand Reunion was held with a collection of $46.25 given to the 
church. 

Events of 1935 

Karl Wikstrom taught the Junior Bible Class and Elizabeth Gilinson taught the Senior Class on 
Sundays. A Bible Class of twenty members met every other Tuesday night, also taught by Miss 
Gilinson. 

The New England Conference Luther League Convention was held in Lowell in June with Rev. 
Albert Loreen of Rockford, Ill, and Rev. Einar Kron of Waterbury, Conn. as speakers. 

The young men of the church aided by Edward Anderson finished a room above the Pastor's study 
which was formerly an unfinished attic. A stoker was installed in the boiler. The Sewing Society 
gave a banquet to the Choir and the Birthday Society the next year. Rev. Nordgen gave $50 and 
Mrs. Josephine Johnson $10 to the Conference budget. The Societies contributed $1299 to the 
church budget.
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Events of 1936 & 1937 

Dr. Viola Fisher, a medical missionary going to China, spoke here on May 16 under the auspices 
of the Y. W. M. S. The Luther League, with Fred Lindquist as President, held a banquet with Rev. 
Harry Carlson of Montello as speaker. A Confirmand Reunion was held November 29, 1936. With 
the collection received they purchased a brass cross for the Altar for $50. 

During March the lower sections of Lowell suffered from a devastating flood caused by the 
overflowing of the Concord and Merrimack Rivers. It disrupted travel and utilities for some time. 

The Brotherhood had gradually discontinued its meetings due to lack of interest. 

Double chairs were bought for the vestry by the Birthday Society in 1937 at a cost of $325.95, and 
48 single chairs by the other Societies at a cost of $15 a dozen. 

No .money was paid to the Conference although money had been given by individuals and the Y. 
W. M. S. for that purpose. The church owed Rev. Nordgren $125 in back pay. 

Events of 1938 

The time for the Sunday School was changed to 9:45 A.M. The Senior and Junior Bible classes 
and the Tuesday evening Bible class continued to function. The Sunday School picnic was held at 
the former Boy Scout Camp on Lake Massabesic, Dunstable, and this place proved very popular. 

For the first time a Midnight Service was held on Christmas Eve instead of the usual early 
Christmas Matins at 5:30 A.M. For this new service the choir marched, wearing new black velvet 
hats and white surplices. 

The women of the church led by Mrs. Selma Borg and Mrs. Augusta Anderson, being concerned 
about the failure of the church to pay its Conference indebtedness, called for a meeting to discuss 
ways to meet the debt. It was decided to hold a "Donation Night" May 26th. An offering of $570 
was received which was used to pay last year's Conference debt of $250 and the money owed Rev. 
Nordgren. A small group came and gave generously. 

An interesting missionary play entitled "The Pill Bottle" was given Tuesday evening, June 7, by - 
the Y. W. M. S. under the direction of Mrs. Rongberg. The cast: Signe Nordgren, Margaret 
Wikstrom, Mildred Palm, Helen Nelson and Mildred Christianson. 

On Wednesday, September 21, 1938 a hurricane unexpectedly struck Lowell causing much 
damage. The church walls and windows were damaged so they had to be repaired. 

A mortgage of $2000 was taken on the parsonage. The inside of the church was all remodeled with 
brown and tan silltex boards by R. E. Runels Construction Co. according to drawings made by 
Architect Arthur England. All new electric light fixtures were installed, donated by Fred Lindquist, 
Herbert Nelson, Harry and Paul Anderson. New red carpet runners were bought for the aisles. It 
was all ready for the Christmas Eve service. On Tuesday night, January 31, a dedication service of 
the remodeled church was held with Rev. Henry Hokinson of Everett as speaker. An offering of 
$515 was taken. 

A Confirmand Reunion was held on November 27 with Rev. Theodore Palmer of Worcester as the 
speaker. 

The morning worship was attended by 75 to 80, while the Swedish evening service was poorly 
attended. 
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During Rev. Nordgren's vacation, the pulpit was filled by Carrol Gustafson of Arlington, Rev. 
August Frey of Malden and Karl Wikstrom. 

Mrs. Mildred Salomonson resigned as Organist and Choir Director after seventeen years of faithful 
and efficient service to go to the First Congregational Church. 

Events of 1939 

Youth Sunday was observed for the first time by the Luther League for the benefit of the Youth 
Office in Minneapolis when a song service was held Sunday evening, March 12, under the 
direction of Karl Wikstrom. On April 9 Karl Wikstrom, Thure, Elizabeth and Florence Gilinson 
gave an impressive sacred concert of quartettes, duets, solos and readings for the benefit of the 
Luther League. It was repeated in Concord, N.H. for the benefit of their WMS. 

The Sunday School picnic was held Saturday, July 22, at Nels Palm's summer cottage on Baptist 
Pond. 

The Luther League roll call supper with a caterer at $.65 a plate was held Saturday, September 15, 
with Rev. Gotfrid Olson of Lynn as speaker. The Y. W. M. S., Florence Gilinson as President, held 
its first (Advent) Prayer Day Service on Advent Sunday night with a large group attending. A 
prayer service was held in the vestry at 6:30 P.M. At 7:30 a candlelight service was held upstairs 
with a sketch entitled, "Missions Today Spirit of Missions -- Florence Tongberg; W. M. S.- Mrs. 
Selma Borg; Y. W. M. S.- Lilly Clauson; Juniors - Phyllis Palmgren; India - Margaret Wikstrom; 
China - Helen Nelson; Africa - Mildred Christianson; Home Missions - Elsa Berntson. 

A Mother and Daughter Banquet was held March 16 with forty-four present, and Mrs. Shultz was 
the speaker. 

Miss Ruth Bonander, Missionary to Africa, spoke here also under the auspices of the Y. W. M. S. 

On Monday and Tuesday,' October 30 and 31 the church entertained the New England Pastoral 
Conference with 44 Pastors attending. Rev. Henry Hokinson and Rev. Anton Lundeen, former 
Missionary to China, spoke on Monday night, showing slides of China. Rev. Theodore Lundquist 
and Rev. Frank Anderson served as liturgists. The Birthday and Sewing Societies served meals and 
the families provided lodgings. 

A new steam boiler was installed as the old one was cracked. 

The Choir had a surprise party for Mrs. Mildred Salomonson with a dinner at the Gables on the 
Lawrence Boulevard. They presented her with a wrist watch. Signe Nordgren became Organist. 
The Choir disbanded so Signe organized a Junior Choir of fourteen voices that sang at the services 
with solos and duets. 

At this time Rev. Nordgren was getting very deaf and it became difficult for him to conduct 
meetings, so different men served as Moderators. 

Events of 1940 & 1941 

A Junior Luther League was organized by Mr. and Mrs. Thure Gilinson to give the young people 
just confirmed a chance of fellowship with their own age group. Eight boys and five girls joined at 
the first meeting. Lars Wikander was elected President. It met much opposition from the older 
group but the teenagers rallied to this new society and it became very active and followed the 
program received from the Youth Office. Soon the membership was twenty-four. The Senior 
Luther League was also active and the interleague visits still continued. They conducted many 
socials to help the church. On September 27 they had a "Boat Banquet" with a turkey supper 
served by the ladies of the church at $.65 a plate. Rev. Armand Nordgren of Meriden, Conn. spoke 
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on Discipleship. 
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A Bible Conference was conducted by Rev. H. Randolph of the Lutheran Bible Institute from 
Thursday May 9 through Sunday P.M. at which some very inspiring messages were heard by about 
56 people. An offering of $156.40 was given to the Bible School. 

Rev. Gustav Ander representing the Zion Society of Israel spoke Friday October 11 about the work 
among the Jews to a small but very attentive audience of 55 people. Everyone went away with a 
kindlier attitude toward the Jews after hearing that inspiring message. An offering of $61 was 
taken for the Jewish Missions. 

A Confirmand Reunion was held Sunday, October 27, with Rev. Ofelt of Somerville as the speaker 
and 140 attending. 

The church held its Sunday School picnic June 23rd with outdoor services at Beardsley Grove, 
Chelmsford, sponsored by the Senior Luther League. 

Beginning in May Herbert Nelson directed the Senior Choir, while Signe Nordgren directed the 
Junior Choir. This arrangement continued during 1940. 

The Y. W. M. S. held a prayer day service on Advent Sunday with a sketch "A Trip to China" by 
Florence Tongberg - leader and Laura Lindquist, Lillian Leaver, Mildred Knutson and Elsa 
Berntson as missionaries. 

A reception was 'held for the Nordgrens Sunday P.M. November 24 to celebrate the 25th 
anniversary of their coming to Lowell. They were presented a purse of $94. Rev. Theodore 
Forsberg of Concord, N.H., Rev. Harry Carlson of Montello, Rev. Gotfrid Olson of Lynn and Rev. 
Milton Berg of Manchester, N.H. were present and brought greetings. 

The first nominating committee (instead of nominating from the floor) was chosen for the yearly 
meeting in 1941 comprising Karl Wikstrom, Paul Anderson and Oscar Palmgren. The Societies 
contributed $1010 to the budget. 

The morning worship services were now held in English except the 5th Sunday with about 70 
attending; Swedish evening services had an attendance of 10 to 15. 

The Manchester, Waltham and Lowell Luther Leagues held a pep meeting in Lowell with a large 
attendance. Manchester put on a very instructive tableaux and hymn sing, while Lowell and 
Raltham served refreshments. The Junior Luther League had grown in numbers although some 
were called into the Armed Services. Together with the Junior Choir they conducted two song 
services on Sunday nights. They also put on a skit entitled "China" at the district meeting of the W. 
M. S. 

The Y. W. M. S. with Florence Gilinson as President now had 40 members. In November they 
sponsored a meeting with Miss Evelyn Stark as speaker. 

On July 17 Miss Fredrika Ehnebom and Miss Carrie Hart invited the Emmanuel Society to their 
summer home at York Beach; Maine for dinner and coffee in the afternoon. Opportunity was given 
to see their beautiful gardens. There were 36 ladies in attendance and the collection was $36.  

Union Thanksgiving services were held for the churches in the Lutheran Church in the South End 
on November 19th, it was well attended. Rev. Merle Jay of the Methodist Church was the speaker. 

Events of 1942 

To comply with the new constitution of the Synod, Rev. Nordgren resigned in January as he was 
71 years old. The church called him for another year and in the meantime looked for another 
Pastor. They called Rev. Mallard Nelson of New Sweden, Maine, Rev. Howard Anderson of 
Pawtucket, Rhode Island and Rev. Carl Olson of Schenectady, New York but all declined. 
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The Junior Luther League held a Valentine Party and a banquet April 7, at which Arthur 
Cunningham of the Emmanuel Baptist Church was the speaker. Little wedding cakes were placed 
in front of three prospective brides: Christine Hanson Brow, Myrtle Johnson Wikstrom, and Edith 
Lindquist Denno, and a birthday cake for Alice Wikstrom Warley. At the Luther League 
Fellowship service on April 26 Florence Tongberg assisted by Mrs. Elizabeth Gilinson put on a 
pageant entitled "Light" with 12 girls of the Junior Luther League and the Choir taking part. 

An Easter and a Christmas pageant were given by the Sunday School under the direction of 
Florence (Tongberg) Alcorn, Superintendent After the Christmas pageant the Senior Luther 
League served cocoa and ice cream to the children and coffee to the adults. 

The Y. W. M. S., Olive Palm as President, sponsored buying a second hand pipe organ with Mrs. 
Esther Osterman and Mrs. P. E. Nordgren in charge. Esther had a subscription list and collected 
$1150. The organ cost $1450 plus our old organ. The rest of the money came from the Choir organ 
fund. It was installed by Walter F. Shaw and a recital was given by Wilfred Kershaw Sunday 
evening February 22. Many were disappointed in the tone of the organ and it was discovered that it 
was a theater organ. 

During Rev. Nordgren's vacation, Karl Wikstrom preached two Sundays, the third Sunday the 
Luther League had charge of the services. Karl Wikstrom had the ritual and Elizabeth Gilinson 
spoke on the text of the day. 

On Sunday, October 18, the two Luther Leagues visited the Lutheran Service Center in Ayer. They 
gave a program, served refreshments to the soldiers and played games. 

The Boston District Luther League Convention was held in Lowell on March 7 and 8. On Saturday 
evening a candlelight service was held with Rev. Carl Olson of Schenectady as speaker. On 
Sunday Rev. Olson preached the preparatory sermon for Communion. A rally was held at 4 P.M. 
at which he spoke again and the Cambridge choir sang. The Emmanuel Society served supper and 
the Societies contributed $1179 to the church. 

Events of 1943 

In January the church called Theology Student Carl F. Danielson to become our Pastor upon his 
ordination with a salary of $1900, parsonage and telephone. He accepted the call and Rev. Eric 
Hagg of Waltham was chosen as Vice Pastor. On May 9 a celebration of burning the mortgage, 
taken in 1938, was held. Rev. Bostrom of Holden was the speaker and the Holden Choir sang. Mrs. 
Johanna Holmstedt, 95 years, the oldest member, Treasurer Carl Anderson and Rev. Nordgren 
took part in the ceremony. The L. L. Fellowship was held Sunday evening, May 23, at which Rev. 
Elmore Carlson spoke and sang. 

The Junior L. L. entertained Chaplain Harry Lundblad and the Lutheran soldiers from Camp 
Devens on Wednesday evening June 16. There was a program, at which the Chaplain spoke, and 
games and refreshments. One of the soldiers, J. Arthur Johnson, met his bride to be - Margaret 
Wikstrom. 

A farewell reception was held for the Nordgrens Sunday afternoon, June 20. Rev. Nordgren was 
presented a purse of $275. Mrs. Nordgren and Signe each received a wrist watch and flowers. Rev. 
H. J. Olson of Woburn, Rev. Arthur Hiley of Matthews Memorial Church, Rev. Elmen of the 
Covenant Church and Rev. Gotfrid Olson of Lynn brought greetings. Individual chicken salads 
were served to 200 people. The following Sunday Rev. Nordgren preached his farewell sermon, 
concluding his long and faithful ministry of 27 years, to make his home in Kane, Pennsylvania. 

Rev. Fred Benson of the Lutheran Service Center in Ayer preached during the vacancy. Miss 
Phyllis Palmer, a graduate of Teacher's College became Organist August 6 to replace Signe 
Nordgren. The Choir now took up its work again. 
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Rev. Carl E. Danielson preached his first sermon October 3. On Sunday evenings he began a half 
hour song service and then spoke on parts of Luther's Small Catechism. Good crowds came. A 
reception was held for the Danielsons Friday evening October 15. Rev. Hagg of Waltham was the 
speaker. Fred Lindquist and Robert Berntson were in charge. A purse of $185 was presented to 
Rev. Danielson. Refreshments were in charge of Mrs. Elsa Berntson and Mrs. Ruth Anderson. 

The Emmanuel Society, Mrs. Laura Lindquist president, celebrated its 50th anniversary in 
November with a program at which Astrid Pearson sang and Rev. Danielson spoke. 

The attendance at church services increased to 100. Rev. Danielson sang the ritual which made the 
service more impressive, and he was a fine, challenging preacher. There is no record of the church 
membership since 1915, when there were 270 adults and 112 children. At the close of the year 
1943 there were 219 adults. The Swedish language was never dropped entirely. 

A service for receiving pledges was held on Advent Sunday - 120 attended. The S. S. sang several 
songs and Rev. Danielson spoke on a new way of financing the church with free will offerings. 
The Trustees presented a proposed budget. At first there was much opposition to this plan but by 
the end of the year many were surprised that so much money had come in and all financial needs 
met without the contributions of the Societies. Many on whom the brunt of the burden fell in 
working for suppers, sales, etc. were glad to be relieved. After the church meeting, "Open House" 
was held at the parsonage where refreshments were served by the ladies. At 6:30 the missionary 
societies held a prayer day service with a collection of $25, so all day was spent in church. 

At the Emmanuel Society meeting held in November at the home of Fredriks Ehnebom, Rev. 
Danielson suggested that the Society be discontinued and have one large Missionary Society 
instead of so many ladies societies. Quite a heated discussion took place, some for and some 
against, but finally the majority decided to disband. The Sewing Society and the Birthday Society 
were also asked to disband, which brought opposition from many. A few of the Birthday Society 
continued to meet in the homes but later it was discontinued. A Woman's Missionary Society was 
organized which met once a month in the Vestry, and Mrs. Martha Folkins was its first President. 
She instituted Missionary Education programs sent out from headquarters. For this she was 
severely criticized by some, but the Society grew in numbers and also financially. A Mission 
meeting and installation service for Rev. Danielson was held Monday, November 22, at which Dr. 
Julius Hulteen, President of the New England Conference, officiated assisted by ten Pastors of the 
District. 

Mimeographed bulletins were used for the first time in October done by Astrid Pearson and 
Margaret Wikstrom. A guest book was bought for the Narthex. The church was in arrears $1594 to 
the Conference. They paid $500 and decided to payback all the, money and start with a clean slate. 

The Choir, under the direction of Phyllis Palmer, gave a Christmas cantata, the first since 1938. It 
was given at the Tewksbury Hospital, Sunday evening December 26. Our organ started to give 
trouble so had to be repaired. The Sunday School had their pageant December 26 at 5 P.M., after 
which ice cream and cookies were served to all. The Christmas Eve service started at 11:30 instead 
of 12, with carols played on the trumpet by Robert Berntson. 

Events of 1944 

The name of the church was changed to Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church in January. 
Attendance averaged 99 and Vespers 44. Bible study taught by Rev. Danielson was held on 
Thursday evening with 20 regulars and often extra people. The first week in January prayer 
meetings were held in the homes of shut-ins with from 8 to 22 attending. A Bible Conference of 5 
days was held in Holy Week with Dean S.M. Miller of L. B. I. as teacher. An average of 111 
attended, with an offering of $300 for L. B. I. 
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The Organist, Phyllis Palmer, took seriously ill in March and had to give up her position. The 
following served as organists: Mrs. Ruby Swanson Peterson of Manchester during Easter, Mr. 
Walter Loring, Miss Avis Day, and Miss Muriel Bridges. Mrs. Esther Osterman played from 
December until June 1945. During the summer the organ had to be extensively repaired, so 
Mildred Knutson played the piano at morning service and Florence Gilinson at Vespers. The Choir 
disbanded and a group of young people and soloists sang at the services. 

The Boston District Luther League had an inspirational service Sunday evening May 7 in the 
church with Rev. Parkander of Providence, R.I. giving a powerful message to a well filled church. 
The combined choirs of the District sang. 

Rev. Danielson suggested that the classes in Sunday School be separated by partitions to lessen the 
distractions. Clifford Folkins with some other men made movable partitions and also made low 
folding tables for the classes. The Sunday School bought 14 white Confirmation robes. The 
Sunday School gave $35 to China famine relief and $43.50 each to the Avon and Worcester 
homes. 

Mrs. Alice Palmgren was appointed to take charge of the Altar flowers and Altar appointments, in 
place of Mrs. Nordgren who had served so faithfully for so many years. The first kitchen 
committee for keeping the kitchen in order was appointed: Elizabeth Gilinson, Mrs. Edith 
Lindquist and Mrs. Myrtle Wikstrom. 

At the close of 1944 there were 230 adult members. They had been very generous and all the 
financial needs had been met by freewill gifts. There had been much opposition to Rev. Danielson 
and his methods, but it was gradually subsiding because many began to realize his ability and 
appreciate his challenging sermons. 

Events of 1945 

The average attendance at morning service was 109, at Vespers 51 and 25 at Bible Study on 
Thursday nights. Holy Week services at which Rev. Danielson exchanged pulpits with Dr. Weiss, 
Rev. Mallard Nelson and Rev. Ofelt of Somerville had an attendance of 80-85 each evening. VE 
and VJ Day services were held in the evening and 75-80 attended. Rev. Danielson preached a 
sermon after which people gathered around the Altar and in front of the pews for prayer to thank 
God for victory in World War II. A memorial service was held on Sunday, March 4, for Walter 
Weide who was killed in France. His wife was presented a picture of Christ, and his father was 
presented a devotional book. 

Mr. Paul Lindell of the World Mission Prayer League had Bible lectures from Sunday May 6 
through Thursday May 10. About 69 attended these inspiring meetings. 

The "Ambassadors", a Junior Missionary Society, was organized by Miss Florence Gilinson on 
April 4 with Elrene Osterman, Phyllis Palmgren, Frieda Lindquist, Nancy Gilinson, Doris 
Lundstedt, Carol and Elaine Folkins, Marcia Berntson, Doris Green, Betty Ann Boyle, Ruth and 
Jane Anderson, and Ruth McElvey, and they met every Saturday at her home. 

The Luther League began to meet every Sunday afternoon at 4:30. They had a program, social 
time, lunch, and then attended the evening service. They had tobogganing and roller skating 
parties. They visited the Battles Home and shut-ins during the year. They attended Interleague 
visits. Florence Gilinson had a Luther League chorus and also a quartette who sang at services 
composed of Joan Gilinson, Caroline Dunsford, Algird Paulauskas and Harry Woesner. 

During the Spring visiting Pastors spoke on Sunday nights: Rev. Victor Albee of Belmont, 
Missouri Synod; Rev. Eskil Englund of Cambridge; Dr. Weiss; Rev. Gagnon of the French Baptist 
Church; and Rev. Donner, Missionary of the Africa Inland Mission and serving at Collinsville. A 
group of students from Gordon College spoke and sang one evening. They were all inspiring 
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speakers and 50 to 55 attended. Rev. Carl Johansson of Boston had a Sunday night service in 
Swedish which was much appreciated by the older members. 

The organ was repaired again. The wiring connections were all resoldered in the console and the 
organ motor and generator repaired. An oil burner was installed in the Fall. The old debt to the 
Conference was finally paid. 

The Women's Missionary Society President Mrs. Clifford Folkins held a home Mission Festival in 
April with Rev. Nelson, Missionary to China, as a very challenging speaker. The offering was 
$40.25. 

The church sponsored a two week Bible Camp at the Y. W. C. A. camp at Long Sought For Pond 
from July 29 to August 11. Twenty-five young people attended the first and eighteen the second 
week, with a sprinkling of older people coming out for the day's study. Rev. Danielson and Rev. 
Mallard Nelson conducted Bible Study the first week and Elizabeth Gilinson the lessons on prayer. 
Florence Gilinson served as camp nurse and counselor, and Mrs. Laura Lindquist was the cook. 
The second week, Rev. Carl Sandberg of Cranston, R.I. taught First Thessalonians and Olive Palm 
lessons on prayer. Alice Wikstrom Warley was camp nurse. Rev. Danielson acted as life guard and 
swimming instructor. The young folks were enthusiastic about the camp. Good order was 
maintained by the Pastor, but he saw that they had good fun too in the evening. The church picnic 
was held there August 5 and W. M. S. meeting August 1st with 38 women attending. Some of 
those who attended were: Ethel and Caroline Dunsford, Esther Johnson (Treasurer), Norma 
Nordquist (Providence), Shirley and Frieda Lindquist, Doris Lundstedt, Betty Ann Boyle (Gentz), 
Elrene Osterman, Marcia Berntson, Carol and Elaine Folkins, Betty Bolton, Jean Hogan, Phyllis 
Palmgren, Ruth and Jane Anderson, 

The first Music Committee was elected in 1944 composed of Rev. Danielson, Astrid Pearson, 
Florence Tongberg and Herbert Nelson. 

The Luther League was now composed of all young people, the older League had discontinued. A 
paper called "The Tattler" was started with Clifford Folkins, President as Editor. Christine Hansen 
(Brow) was Service Secretary and kept the addresses of the servicemen up to date. The "Tattler" 
and letters from Luther League were sent regularly to the servicemen. Twenty-one of our young 
men were serving in World War II. 

The Luther League Fellowship was held Sunday evening June 4 with 68 attending. Mr. Arthur 
Cunningham of the Emmanuel Baptist Church gave a challenging message in word, and together 
with his wife, in song. The collection for the Youth Office was $21.50. In October the Luther 
League visited the Lutheran Service Center in Ayer, gave a program, served refreshments and 
played games. The League sent boxes of food and candy for Christmas to their ten members 
overseas at a cost of $47. 

A Brotherhood was organized after being discontinued since 1937. They had a "Hobby Night" 
October 15 at which Chaplain Strecker of Camp Devens spoke. 

A Confirmation Class picture folio was made up by Ethel Pearson. The first year book was printed 
by Herbert Nelson. 

Sponsored by the Boston District Life and Growth Committee, Rev. Evald Conrad of Minneapolis 
was here the week before Christmas and gave Bible studies in Ephesians. Although it was the busy 
shopping week, about 62 attended every evening. An offering of $60 was taken for the cause of 
evangelism. 

Church pews were bought from a discontinued church, First Universalist on Hurd Street. They 
were refinished and reassembled by the men of the church with Emil Lundstedt in charge. On 
Sunday, December 3, a covered dish dinner was enjoyed in the vestry after the morning worship. 
At 2:30 P.M. a meeting was held to talk over the budget and to make pledges for the coming year. 
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A big crowd attended. At 5 o'clock a lunch was served in the parsonage by the ladies. At 7 o'clock 
the two missionary societies held an Advent Prayer Day service, at which the collection was 
$34.26. The Y. W. M. S. had 36 members and was the most active missionary society in the 
Boston District. Margaret and Alice Wikstrom, Jean Lindquist, Ruth Johnson (Cambridge), Milton 
Hadley, Jr., Bob Hermonson, Ernest Pihl, Harry Woessner, Clyde Paulaskaus, and a few others. 
People had been putting voluntary contributions in a box kept in the Narthex. When all bills were 
paid there was a surplus of $150 which the Camp committee divided between Lutheran World 
Action and Foreign Missions. A $10 leather bag was presented to Mrs. Lindquist as she would not 
take any pay for her services. The Bible Camp was such a success that they planned another one 
for the next year. 

Rev. E. Danielson resigned July 6, 1945 to take effect October 1. Many were surprised and felt sad 
that he was leaving, especially the young people. After this the morning service increased to 130 
and the attendance at the evening service and the Thursday Bible study almost doubled. There was 
still opposition by a few but many valued his ministry. A farewell reception was held Sunday, 
September 23, with an attendance of 175. He was given a purse of $150, Mrs. Danielson was given 
a lapel pin, and Judy and Thad were given napkin rings. Creamed chicken in patty shells, pickles, 
olives, coffee and cake and cookies were served under the direction of Mrs. Elsa Berntson. He 
preached his farewell sermon on September 30 and left for Comfrey, Minnesota after just two 
years. Rev. Eskil Englund of Cambridge was elected Vice Pastor. During October and part of 
November there were no morning services, but Rev. Herman J. Olsson of Woburn conducted 
worship at 7 o'clock. During the rest of the vacancy, Chaplain Milton Berg, Mr. Frank Johnson, 
Dr. Peter Froeberg and Chaplain Harry Carlson served. 

The Y. W. M. S. of 39 members, Miss Helen Nelson, President, and the WMS of 44 members, 
Mrs. Clifford Folkins, President, had a joint pot luck supper at which Miss Olive Palm spoke and 
the old choir of 1938 sang. The WMS gave to missions $364 and the YWMS gave $402 for the 
year 1945. The church pews which had been refinished were ready for the Christmas service 1945. 
At the close of the year there were 237 members. 

After Rev. Danielson left and Rev. Carlon took over in September, Mrs. Myrtle Wikstrom taught 
the Thursday evening Bible class. Elizabeth Gilinson taught the Bible class on Sundays until 
September when she assisted Rev. Carlon in teaching the Confirmation Class. 

On April 23, 1946 the church held a "Welcome Home" banquet for the returned servicemen: 
Henry and Sture Lundstedt, Arthur Frank, George Hansen, Norman Nelson, Robert Hermanson, 
Herbert Knutson a Forest Nelson. 

The Sunday School of 53 children with Miss Florence Tongberg (Alcorn) Superintendent gave a 
pageant "He is Risen" on the evening of Easter. Florence Tongberg had charge of the speaking 
parts and costumes and Florence Gilinson took charge of the singing. Miss Marian Pike was 
Organist until Wally Thomson took over December 1, 1946. Thure Gilinson directed the Choir 
from January to June 1946. Rev. Edwin S. Carlon preached his first sermon here Sunday June 2nd. 
A reception was held for the Carlon family on June 9 at 7 P.M. when he was presented a purse. 
The following Sunday an installation service was held with Dr. Carl Mattson officiating. The 
Conference President was assisted by Pastors of the District. 

The Trinity Guild was organized in 1946 in September with 26 members and Mrs. Selma Borg as 
its first president. The Y. W. M. S. and the W. M. S. and the Ambassadors held a prayer service 
Sunday evening December 1 in the form of a candlelight service directed by Mrs. Carlon. The men 
of the church collected and sold a freight car full of papers. The membership at the close of 1946 
was 237 and the average attendance at morning worship was 101. A Vesper service was held once 
a month. The Thursday evening Bible study led by Rev. Carlon was attended by 18. 
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Events of 1947 

This year started with "Open House" at the parsonage with a large group attending. The attendance 
at morning worship increased to an average of 111. An adult class was taught by Rev. Carlson at 
10 A.M. on Sundays and the Bible Class on Thursday was discontinued. The Y. W. M. S. of 39 
members with Mrs. Myrtle Wikstrom as President gave a program in the Cambridge church, 
demonstrating a typical Y. W. M. S. meeting. They met in the homes when four members gave an 
instructive missionary program. A freewill offering was taken and refreshments were served by 
three hostesses. The "Ambassadors" of 16 members with Florence Gilinson as leader met in her 
home on Saturday afternoons. They had lessons on the Bible and on Missions, rolled bandages, 
pasted Bible pictures, etc. A freewill offering was taken and cocoa and cookies served. 

A class of 15 was confirmed on Sunday June 1. The catechization was held Thursday, May 29. A 
church Bible Camp was held at the YWCA Camp at Long Sought for Pond for two weeks 
beginning August 15. Mrs. Laura Lindquist was the cook, Mrs. Ellen Wahlstrom the nurse, and 
Dana Berntson the life guard. Rev. Mallard Nelson of Manchester, N.H. was the Bible teacher 
assisted by Olive Palm and Miss Elizabeth Gilinson. The church picnic was held there August 24. 
The Trinity Guild held their meeting there also. Mrs. Helmer Anderson was Camp Treasurer and 
she reported a surplus of $79, which was kept in a camp fund. 

Events of 1948 

Open House was again held in the parsonage on New Year's Day. A Mission Teen Society was 
organized by Mrs. Carlon February, composed mostly of last year's confirmands, 14 in all. They 
held an impressive Candle Service on Sunday evening, March 14 and a Hymn Sing in December, 
both directed by Mrs. Carlon. The Choir with Mr. Elwood Poore of the Teacher's College as 
Director gave a cantata on Palm Sunday evening with soloists, Herbert Nelson, Karl Wikstrom, 
Esther and Elin Ohlson, Helen Nelson, Mrs. Oscar Hansen and Elwood Poore. The "Family 
Nights" were held in 1948, the first one in April with a "Family Album" as entertainment; the 
second one in October with Dr. Evald Lawson, President of Upsala College as speaker. The 
refreshments were served at the first one by people whose names began with A and B and the 
second one by those whose names began with C and D, and so on down the alphabet. 

The church sponsored a Golden Wedding celebration for Mr. and Mrs. Ivar S. Borg in the church 
June 24 and presented them with a purse of $100, which they returned to the church. Through the 
years the church has sponsored similar "Golden Wedding" anniversaries for Mr. and Mrs. Olaf 
Lindquist, Mr. and Mrs. Olaf 0. Olsson, Mr. and Mrs. Nils Anderson and Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Wogander. 

The W. M. S. with 45 members gathered $539, and the Y. W. M. S. gathered $507. 

In August the Y. W. M. S. had a supper meeting and outing at the home of Miss Sally Nystrom 
(Mrs. Charles Farnsworth) in Dunstable with 48 attending. 

Another Bible Camp was held at the YWCA camp for 10 days beginning August 18 with Mrs. 
Lindquist - cook, Mrs. Ellen Wahlstron - nurse, and Rev. Mallard Nelson - Bible teacher. Thirteen 
girls and five boys attended. The church picnic was held there Sunday, August 22. 

The W. M. S. and the Y. W. M. S. held a joint Mission Festival Sunday evening, October 11 with 
Rev. Vernon Swenson, Missionary to Tanganyeka, Africa as speaker. 

Several improvements to the church property were made in 1948; a neat wooden canopy was built 
over the front door. The walls of the Pastor's room were painted in pastel shades by Clifford 
Folkins, and the floor was sanded and varnished, all paid for by the Brotherhood. The Trinity 
Guild donated a rose art square for the floor. A large office desk was purchased for the room. In 
the kitchen a large gas range was installed by the Trinity Guild. A 16 MM sound projector was 
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purchased for $69 by the church school. The land in back of the church was purchased by the 
Brotherhood for $425. The money was advanced by Mr. Frank Palmgren. A memorial window, 
'The Nativity" was given in memory of Mr. and Mrs. J. Birger Johnson of Andover, early members 
and Sunday School teachers, by their children. $1,000 at 4% interest had been loaned by the Eric 
H. Magnussens. 

Rev. Canon reported 265 adults at the close of 1948, with 102 in attendance at morning worship. 

Events of 1949 

Rev. Edwin Carlon resigned May 29 and left July 24 for Marshalltown, Iowa. Rev. Carl Berquist 
of Waltham was chosen Vice Pastor. A farewell reception for the Carlon family was held July 20 
with Fred Lindquist in charge. They received a purse of $175. Sunday July 24 Rev. Carlon 
preached his farewell sermon to a well filled church. The following preached the rest of the year: 
Frank Johnson of Brockton, Karl Wikstrom, Rev. Otto Berquist, Arthur Cunningham, Robert Beck 
of Worcester, Conrad Anderson of Worcester, August Frey of Malden, Rev. Einar Kron of 
Waterbury, Conn. Mr. Otto Meinardus, a student at Boston University, took care of the services 
during December. He proved to be an unusual character. 

Mr. Elwood Poore resigned as Choir Director in June and Mr. Wallace Thomson, the Organist, 
took over directing the Choir. 

Miss Florence Gilinson took over the leadership of the Mission-Teens in September replacing Mrs. 
Carlon. 

A call was extended to Rev. Einar Kron of Waterbury, Conn., but he declined. 

The YWMS of 35 members and Mrs. Mildred Salomonson, President, had Miss Dorothy Ekstrand 
speak here on April 18 about her experiences while interned by the Japanese in the Philippines. 
The YWMS gave $505 to Missions, and made an afghan for the Middletown Home, while the 
WMS of 43 members gave $322.29. 

The Boston District Mission meeting for Pastors and the WMS was held here May 16 with the 
Trinity Guild serving a ham supper. Morton Bjorkquist, Director of Lutheran Social Service, spoke 
on our Conference institutions. 

Two "Family Nights" were held. At the first one the Electric Girl's Quartette sang. Florence 
Tongberg spoke, and Thomas Sykes played the violin. At the second one June 23, Rev. Eskil 
Englund, Conference President, spoke. 

The Conference Brotherhood banquet was held at the church Oct. 15. 

The Trinity Guild paid off $625 of the $1,000 borrowed from the Eric Magnussens in 1948. 

Events of 1950 

During 1950 the church books were gone over very carefully, and members, who showed no 
interest in attendance or contributions for some time, were dropped; so the memberships stood 
between 235 and 240. 

Mr. Ingmar Levine of Worcester, a graduate of Upsala College, took charge of the services from 
June 1 to September 15. He also taught two weeks of summer School with sixteen children 
attending. During the rest of 1950 the worship services were conducted by Mr. August Frey, 
Missouri Synod layman, with Rev. Peter Froeberg and Rev. Hjerpe coming occasionally. On June 
28 a call was issued to Rev. Oliver Wilson of Ely, Minn., but he declined. 
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The organ which was purchased in 1942 was never satisfactory. Now it had to be repaired again. 
At the Annual Meeting a committee comprised of Oscar Palmgren, Thure Gilinson, Clifford 
Folkins, Helen Nelson, Laura Lindquist and Florence Gilinson was elected to study ways and 
means of doing this. After many meetings and much thought it was decided to have Rostron 
Kershaw thoroughly overhaul the organ and get a new console. After Mr. Kershaw had looked 
over the organ to see what was needed a contract was drawn up which included a new console, 
three new stops, reconditioning and revoking the pipes, reduction of wind pressure and timing to 
church tones for the sum of $3,000. Money for this was raised by Self Denial envelopes and a 
benefit concert by the choir of the Zion Lutheran Church of Worcester, all amounting to $921.60. 
A mortgage of $2500 was taken to complete the payments. 

The church picnic was held at Blair's Grove in Tyngsboro sponsored by the Brotherhood. The 
Church School bought a screen for the projector for $22. 

Events of 1951 

In January, application was made to the Seminary for a senior Seminarian to become Pastor after 
his ordination. We were assigned Gordon S. Nelson, so a call was sent to him on April 6 to 
become our Pastor with a salary of $3200, parsonage, telephone, and one month's vacation. Until 
he arrived the pulpit continued to be filled by Mr. August Frey, Dr. Froebert, Rev. Hjerpe and Mr. 
Allan Gustafson. Rev. Bergquist, Vice Pastor, preached on Thursday nights during Lent. The 
Evening Missionary Society changed its name according to a decision by the Synodical WMS to 
Business Women's Missionary Society. They had 33 active members with well attended meetings 
held in homes. Different practical work projects for Lutheran Homes and Mission fields were 
accomplished. They gave $508 in collections and treasure chests. The WMS with 37 members met 
in the church. They gave $221.83. The Mission Teens with 15 members met in the homes under 
the guidance of Flores Gilinson. After the lesson and business they had refreshments, games and a 
social time. They gave $89.20 in collections and treasure chests. 

At 4 A.M. on June 25, 1951 during a thunder storm, a bolt of lightning struck the steeple of the 
church causing a fire which burned the steeple slightly, damaged the front part of the church, and 
the newly renovated organ was soaked with water. By the quick alarm of the cruising car officers 
who were standing on Moore Street at the time, the immediate response of the firemen and the 
heavy rain, the damage was kept at a minimum. Also the speedy work of Rostron Kershaw in 
ripping out the organ pipes to dry saved them. It was a harrowing experience as we called the 
Board members and we all stood there breathless in the pouring rain, praying and watching. By 
7:30 A.M. the fire was out. It was a busy day as the men started to clean up and salvage. Our Vice 
Pastor, Rev. Bergquist and his family arrived. We all thanked God the church was saved. 

On Thursday, June 28, Rev. Gordon S. Nelson, our new Pastor arrived. On the following evening 
at 8 o'clock in a crowded church the installation service was held with Dr. Eskil Englund, 
Conference President, officiating, assisted by the Pastors of the Boston District. After this service a 
reception was held in the vestry when a purse was presented to Rev. Nelson by Deacon Karl 
Wikstrom. The usual greetings by Pastors and Board members were given. Refreshments were 
served by the ladies of the church. On Sunday, July 1, Rev. Nelson preached his first sermon here. 

The organ damaged by water was again rebuilt by Mr. Kershaw. The narthex and vestry also 
damaged by smoke and water were repainted. The steeple was rebuilt and lowered, a few feet, and 
the floors in the narthex and gallery were re-laid, all to the amount of $6,993.58. The insurance 
was $3,949.44. A mortgage of $2500 was taken. The Brotherhood and Trinity Guild gave $500. 

Daily Bible Vacation School was held for two weeks by Pastor Nelson. 

The land acquired in the rear of the church had been cleared and graded and sown with grass, and a 
large fireplace was built during 1950 and 1951 by volunteer labor of the men. The half nearest 
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street, James Street was hot-topped for a parking lot. A door was made in the wall of the vestry 
leading to the lot. It was named "Trinity Park" and dedicated in September 1951. 

The average attendance at morning worship for 1951 was 107 and at Vespers, 54. The membership 
as of December 31, 1951 was 237 adults. 

Events of 1952 

Arthur Frank was Superintendent of the Church School. The kindergarten and the first primary 
were moved over into the middle rooms of the parsonage. A nursery was started in an upstairs 
room by Mrs. Arthur Frank to care for small children during the service. The mothers took turns 
caring for them. A cradle roll which had been lying dormant was revived and Miss Carol Folkins 
took charge of it. Later Mrs. LeRoy Adams took it over. Pastor Nelson started a study group 
during Church School time. 

The Luther League, Harry Woessner - President, had a successful Boston Booster's Campaign for 
the Youth Convention to be held in Boston June 1953. They made twice their quota of $255. 

An organ dedication recital was given by Mr. Wilfred Kershaw in January 1952. The Trinity 
Guild, Mrs. Arthur Frank-President, sponsored a Family Night with supper Sept. 19 with the 
following program: cornet solo by Robert Berntson, Swedish solo by Thure Gilinson, Pantomine 
Play by the Mission Teens, vocal solo by Nancy Gilinson, piano solo by Phyllis Palmgren. The 
Guild paid for and made a set of Altar Paraments. 

The Church School picnic was held at Trinity Park, Saturday June 21. The Church picnic was held 
at Blair's Grove with rain all day. 

The first Tenebrae Service was held on Good Friday evening with an attendance of 85. As Pastor 
Nelson gave seven messages, after' each one the lights were gradually extinguished and there was 
congregational singing. Then as it grew darker there were solos and a quartette of Mission Teens, 
until the church was in darkness. Then a light showing the cross was lit while a solo voice sang. 

On Easter Sunday two services were held, one at 7 A.M. and one at 10:45 A.M. with an attendance 
of 271. In the evening, the Choir rendered a cantata, the "Resurrection", under the direction of 
Wallace Thomson. The soloists were Elin Ohlson, Florence Gilinson, Nancy Gilinson, Thure 
Gilinson and Pastor Nelson. Doris Lundstedt, Phyllis Palmgren and Nancy Gilinson sang a trio. 
The attendance was 121. Rostron Kershaw recorded it and ran it off in the vestry after the concert. 

An American Missions Festival was held by the WMS, BWMS and Mission Teens April 20 with 
the Rev. Nordlander of Auburn, MA as speaker. The collection was $30.15. They also held a 
program Nov. 14 commemorating the founding of the Augustana WMS at Lindsborg, Kansas in 
1892. A pageant showing the founding of the Society was put on by Florence Lucas, Florence 
Alcorn, Mildred Kershaw, Helen Nelson, Elba Ohlson and a few silent members. 

Karl Wikstrom and family and Margaret Wikstrom left for Los Angeles in August. A farewell 
reception was given to them on Friday evening August 8 in recognition of their faithful work in the 
church: They were presented a 500 day clock. 

A Bible Conference was held for four days in May by Rev. Edward Hansen of the Lutheran Bible 
Institute in Teaneck, N.J. A dedication of six Memorial windows was held at the morning worship 
September 14, 1952. 

The 70th Anniversary of the founding of the church was observed with a banquet Saturday 
October 11 at the Colony Baptist Church with 185 present. Mr. Oscar Palmgren was toastmaster. 
Community singing was led by Thure Gilinson with Phyllis Palmgren at the piano. A male 
quartette composed of Herbert Nelson, Pastor Nelson, Fred Lindquist and Thure Gilinson sang 
several selections. The speaker was Rev. Eugene Larson of Dorchester. Two charter members, 
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Bernard Pearson and Julia Cunningham, sat at the head table. Sunday morning Communion 
service was held with Pastor Gordon Nelson officiating. At 4 P.M. a Confirmand Reunion was 
held with 168 present and Rev. Martin Cornell as speaker. The offering was $106 which was given 
to the church. Mr. William Lindquist provided flowers for all the decorations from his garden. 

The Brotherhood, George Hansen-President, held a Reformation Fest Friday, October 24, when 
Rev. Calvin Johnson of North Quincy spoke on Luther. In conjunction with this a surprise birthday 
party was held for Pastor Nelson, presenting him with a purse. 

Union Thanksgiving service for the south-end churches was held at Trinity Wednesday evening 
with a large attendance. Rev. Carroll Lind of the Covenant Church preached and the Mission Teen 
quartette, composed of Doris Lundstedt, Nancy Gilinson, Carol Folkins and Carol Sargeant sang. 
Rev. Herbert Zimmerman, missionary to China, spoke at the Prayer Day service on Advent 
Sunday - the offering was $44. 

Luther League went caroling to shut-ins after the Church School Christmas program. 

The Christmas service was held at 11:30 P.M. with an attendance of 192. An offering of $310 was 
given to the church. At the close of 1952 the adult membership was 238. 

Events of 1953 

Eight girls from the church school gave a Missionary Skit at the Junior Mission Rally in the 
Arlington church March 24 under the direction of Florence Gilinson, Florence Lucas and Mildred 
Christianson. The Luther League continued to meet Sunday afternoons in the parsonage. They 
attended the Boston District "Word of Life" meetings in the Cambridge church. On Youth Sunday 
they took charge of the morning worship with Harry Woessner preaching. In the evening they gave 
a program with a collection of $58.70 for the Youth Office. The Mission-Teens gave musical 
programs at the Old Ladies Home and the Battles Home and Pastor Nelson spoke. The girls 
quartette sang at the Lutheran Home in Worcester when Pastor Nelson conducted the services. At 
the same time they attended the Luther League program and get together at the Trinity Church in 
Worcester. At the "Parent's Night" of the church school the Mission-Teens gave the "Bachelor's 
Reverie" which was very well received. The BWMS, Sally Farnsworth-President, held a Foreign 
Mission Night April 17 with a missionary movie and refreshments. An offering of $300 was taken 
for foreign missions to help out the deficit in the Augustana Foreign Missions' Treasury which was 
very serious at the time. 

The Boston BWMS banquet and rally with Helen Nelson as Chairman was held here Saturday 
April 11. A girl's sextet composed of Elin and Esther Ohlson, Ruth Hedstrom, Helen Nelson, 
Esther Osterman and Florence Gilinson, directed by Mildred Salomonson sang several numbers 
and there was a recitation by Florence Alcorn. The District President, Mrs. Eugene Larson, spoke 
and also Mrs. Emil Carlson of Malden. 

The Trinity Guild, Mrs. Eric Johnson-President, visited the Worcester Home May 13 and gave a 
program and served refreshments to the people there. 

A quartette from the Lutheran Bible Institute at Teaneck, NJ, gave an inspiring concert and verbal 
message here June 16 while on their way to sing at the Boston Youth Conference. Only 49 
attended and the collection was $51. 

The church picnic was held June 21 at Blair's Grove, Tyngsboro with a large attendance. Rev. 

Edwin Carlon who was on a visit here preached. The Boston Youth Conference was held in 
Mechanics Hall, Boston, from June 25 to June 28. Five thousand youth from all over the United 
States and Canada attended. Rev. Eugene Larson of Dorchester was general chairman. Bishop 
Hans Lilje of Hanover, Germany was an invited speaker, besides many other well known men for 
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Bible study, forums, etc. Herbert Philbrick of the FBI spoke of his experiences with the 
Communists. Rev. F. Danielson who came to attend the Youth Conference preached here Sunday, 
June 28. After the service, the people went down into the vestry and watched the large 
Communion Service held in Mechanics Hall on a TV which Fred Lindquist had installed for the 
occasion. Bishop Hans Lilje preached the sermon. 

The adult membership at the close of 1953 was 238. Average attendance at morning worship was 
122, Lenten Services 64, Easter 214 and Christmas 193. 

Events of 1954 

The church decided to have nine Deacons and nine Trustees instead of eight. The Advance for 
Christ in Foreign Missions netted $2,588.85 in a voluntary offering; the Augustana Seminary 
Appeal $300; Lutheran World Action $275; Middletown Home Appeal $330; Pension Fund 
$202.50. The heating expense was $1,147.47 compared with $66.75 in 1886. 

Mr. and Mrs. H. Magnussen willed a sum of $1,804.32 and their home, furnished, at 28 Sunset 
Ave., Chelmsford, to the Trinity Lutheran Church, Lowell, to be used as a parsonage. Pastor 
Nelson was named executor of the will. As he did not take any money for his services, it was 
decided that he should have the furniture as his personal property. He moved into the parsonage in 
April. A dedication service for the parsonage was held Sunday, December 12 by the Conference 
President, Dr. Eskil Englund. Open House was held all afternoon and evening with the ladies 
serving refreshments. 

A congregational meeting for the disposition of the church properties was held May 29, 1954 with 
64 present. It was decided that the Board of Administration be empowered to sell the property at 
15 Meadowcroft Street and place the money in a reserve fund. A planning and strategy committee 
composed of nine men and two women had been elected to serve with the Pastor to make plans for 
relocating the church. 235 questionnaires were sent out to the members, 119 were returned as 
follows: Do you favor relocating our church?: Yes 48, No 61, Blanks 9. As a result of these 
answers, nothing was done about it. 

The church picnic was held for the first time at the YWCA Camp at Long-Sought-For Pond in 
June with a large attendance. 

The Trinity Guild bought two large steel tables, one white dacron surplice for Pastor Nelson and 
two dacron cottas for the acolytes. They made three red cassocks for the acolytes. 

The adult membership was 239. Average attendance at morning worship was 125, Lenten services 
56, Easter 213 and Christmas Eve 151. 

Events of 1955 

At the Annual Meeting in January the Church School teachers sent in a petition to reconsider the 
motion to sell the property at 15 Meadowcroft St. and instead use it for the Church School. It was 
voted 66 yes and 11 no to keep the property. The Trustees were instructed to make repairs there. In 
the Spring the exterior was painted and six classes were given rooms there. The kindergarten was 
moved back to the vestry. For the first time they used typewritten ballots with the names of the 
candidates typed. The Organist's salary was raised from $480 to $600 and the Janitor's raised from 
$300 to $480. 

The Church School with Arthur Frank as Superintendent had 69 children. For the first time money 
was allocated in the budget for the church school. The teachers held Halloween parties in 1954, 
1955, 1956 and 1957 for the children and their parents. All came in costumes and games and . 
refreshments were enjoyed. Christmas parties were also given those years in conjunction with  
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rehearsals for the Christmas program. The church school teachers sponsored a banquet April 29 for 
the recent Confirmation Class and their parents, teachers and Deacons and their wives. Fifty-four 
attended and each paid $1 except the children. Mrs. Anna Knutson catered a ham supper. 

On June 18 the teachers had an outing all day at Wentworth by the Sea. The year before they had 
an outing at the Toy Town Tavern, Winchendon, MA. 

The Kindergarten Dept. filled stockings for the children at the Tewksbury Hospital for Christmas. 
The Trinity Guild, Mrs. Ruth Anderson-President, held a cake sale at Prince's Annex in charge of 
Frederika and Elida Ehnebom. They also held a Harvest Supper November 4 in charge of Mrs. 
Ruth Anderson and Miss Frederika Ehneborn. Mrs. Martha Folkins decorated the vestry with 
pumpkins, cornstalks and fruit. With this money they purchased 50 steel chairs for the vestry. The 
WMS, Mrs. Edith Lindquist-President, held a Silver Tea in May, an outing at the home of Mrs. 
Linnea Werner at Baptist Pond, and a dinner outing at the home of Mr. and Mrs. William 
Lindquist, Jr. in Hudson, NH. They also had ten regular meetings in the church. Every year they 
visit the Horn Home sometime in December when they give a Christmas program and serve 
refreshments. Their total receipts were $397. 

The Mission-Teen Society disbanded because most of the members had married or moved away. 

The Brotherhood, Roland Marr - President, sponsored twelve Fireside Hours, held twice a month 
on Sunday at 5 P.M. when inspiring films on the "Life of Paul" were shown and coffee, 
sandwiches, pickles and cookies were served. A collection was taken to defray the cost of the films 
and the 54 to 58 who attended enjoyed them very much. 

In the Spring of 1955 Pastor Nelson started a four page paper called the "Call" which contained 
devotions and news and was mailed to members. This was well received by all. 

The men of the church painted the vestry a creme color and sanded and varnished the floor. New 
red drapes were given by the Trinity Guild and made by Mrs. Florence Durand. 

The church picnic was held at Long-Sought-For Pond YWCA Camp June 19. 

A new venture was undertaken by Pastor Nelson in 1955 in the form of a planned Stewardship 
program. Committees were set up who worked on a proposed budget and publicized it to educate 
the members to set their stewardship goal higher. On Sunday, November 20, a home to home 
visitation for pledges was made, and as a result a larger amount was pledged, namely $14,800. For 
the first time $1000 was allocated for American and World Missions. 

A Hi-League was organized in September by Herbert Nelson from the nine members of the last 
Confirmation Class. They met Sundays for lessons and they had a business meeting once a month. 

The Pastor's birthday was celebrated October 25 with a program by the Hi-League and an original 
poem dedicated to the Pastor by Fred Lindquist. He was given a purse of $120. 

On November 15, 1955 Pastor Nelson submitted his resignation to the church board to take effect 
February 5 to go to Newington, Conn. This was a shock to the church members as he was well 
liked and had made many friends in the four and a half years he had served here. Rev. J. Gordon 
Swanson of Roburn was chosen as Vice Pastor. 

A Prayer Day service was held on Advent Sunday evening by the RMS and the BRMS with Rev. 
Edwin Swanson, Missionary to Japan as speaker. The celebrated Luther film was shown on New 
Year's Eve sponsored by the Brotherhood. Only 20 people attended. 

At the close of 1955 there were 243 adult members. Average attendance at morning service was 
143, Lenten service 63, Easter 253 and Christmas 266 at two services. 
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Events of 1956 

A farewell reception for Pastor Nelson was held Sunday afternoon February 5 attended by 210 
people. He was presented a $150 wrist watch from the congregation, a screen for his projector 
from the Church School, three Hi-Fi records of the Messiah from the Church School teachers and 
the Hi-League presented him with a guest book which all the members had signed. Refreshments 
were served by the Trinity Guild. On Youth Sunday, February 12, he preached his farewell sermon 
with an attendance of 195. 

When Pastor Nelson left, Miss Helen Nelson took over his work of mimeographing bulletins and 
letters, and has done this work faithfully all year. Miss Elizabeth Gilinson took over the Bible 
Class during the Church School time. Rev. Charles Hendrickson of Cromwell, Conn. was called to 
be Pastor January 6, but he declined the call. During the Spring of 1956 the following filled the 
pulpit: Rev. Edwin Swanson, Missionary to Japan (7 times); Mr. Robert Just, lay preacher of the 
Missouri Synod (5 times); Mr. Ernest Gustafson of Worcester; Mr. Leonard Johnson of Acton. 
Beginning the first Sunday of June Mr. Andrew Tetzlaff, a student from the Augustana Seminary, 
took charge of the church for the Summer months. He lived with his wife and three children in the 
Parsonage. The Deacons held a farewell reception for him September 7 and presented him with a 
purse of $160. 

During September and October the following preached: Mr. Ernest Gustafson, Mr. Robert Just, 
Rev. Arne Unhjem of the ULC studying at BU, Rev. J. Norman Carlson and Mr. John Erickson-a 
blind evangelist. He received a collection of $89 for the Lutheran Braille Association which he 
represented. 

Beginning November 4, Mr. Harold Schroeder, a seminary graduate of the ALC and studying at 
Andover-Newton Theological Seminary served the church until August 1, 1957. Rev. Arne 
Unhjem came for Communion Service. On Dec. 12 a call was issued to Rev. James Almquist of 
Norway, Michigan, but he declined. Then a call was put in for a senior seminarian of the 
ordination class of 1957. We were assigned Richard L. Thulin, who for two years had been 
studying at the University of Chicago. A call was issued to him to become our Pastor upon his 
ordination with a salary of $3,800, parsonage, telephone and a $400 car allowance. 

The Trinity Guild collected and packed seven large barrels of used clothing for the LWF, 
conducted a cake sale at Prince's in May, and a ham supper and Stewardship film on November 16. 
They visited the Newton Home for the Aged on May 16 where they gave a program and served 
refreshments. They bought five small steel tables for the vestry. 

The WMS and the BWMS held an American Mission Strawberry Festival June 8 with Rev. John 
Dragelin of Concord, NH as speaker. The BWMS, Mrs. Arthur Frank President, held a picnic 
meeting at Tongberg's summer cottage on Baptist Pond in July. A Galilean service was held on the 
lake shore. Florence Lucas and Alice Warley read Scripture from a boat. A quartette, composed of 
Elin and Esther Ohlson, Florence Gilinson and Carol Folkins sang from a boat out on the lake. A 
choir sang selections standing on the wharf. Pat Woessner, standing on the shore, sang the "The 
Stranger of Galilee". Sonja Hansen played the trumpet at a distance. Elizabeth Gilinson was the 
reader. 

In August the BWMS held a family outing at Castle Hill Beach near Ipswich. 

A banquet was held for seven recent Confirmands, their parents and church school teachers on 
June 1 in the vestry. This was given by the church in charge of Miss Florence Gilinson, Miss 
Frederika Ehnebonn and Miss Florence Lucas. Miss Mildred Palm, Mrs. Lily Gienandt and Mrs. 
Ida Hadley had charge of decorations and served as waitresses. Community singing was enjoyed 
with Rev. J. Gordon Swanson as toastmaster. Rev. Gordon S. Nelson, former Pastor who had been 
their instructor, was the speaker. Original, witty poems describing each Confirmand were read as 
they were presented with pins and tie clasps. Miss Olive Palm, Miss Mildred Christiansen and 
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Miss Elizabeth Gilinson, retired Sunday School teachers, were honored for their many years of 
service and were presented with New Testaments by the Superintendent, Mr. Arthur Frank. 

The Church School with seventy children had Children's Day on June 10 when they received 
Ageratums and the usual pin awards for attendance. The teachers made eighteen maroon robes for 
the Children's Choir that were first used at the Christmas program in 1956. This program brought 
forth many favorable comments. The children all took part in exercises, dialogues, choruses, duets, 
solos, piano solos, trumpet and clarinet solos. On Sunday afternoon, December 16, the Luther 
League with Mr. Schroeder, Student Pastor, went caroling to shut-ins and brought them baskets of 
homemade cookies. 

The church picnic was held at the YWCA camp on Sunday June 17. The last of the films on the 
"Life of Paul" was shown at 5 o'clock. 

Christmas Eve Service was held at 11:30 P.M. with Rev. J. Norman Carlson of Lutheran Social 
Service conducting the worship. The Choir under Wallace Thomson sang unusually beautiful 
songs. 

The adult membership at the close of 1956 was 253. 

Events of 1957 

The Hi-League directed by Mr. Herbert Nelson, conducted the Youth Sunday services March 3 
with Judith Wilhelmy preaching and with a vested Children's Choir, directed by Miss Florence 
Gilinson, singing. Eight of the Hi-League with Miss Florence Lucas and Mr. Herbert Nelson as 
counselors attended the Biennial Youth Convention in Chicago in June. Money for the trip was 
given by the various church societies. In September Mr. Bruce Nordquist took over the leadership 
of the Hi-League. 

Mrs. Mildred Salomonson directed the Choir during 1957. The Altar Guild under the direction of 
Mrs. Anthony Anderson and Mrs. Robert Berntson began having quarterly meetings. 

Lenten services were held for six Thursday nights with Rev. J. Gordon Swanson conducting the 
worship and an average of 57 in attendance. A Tenebrae service was held on Good Friday evening 
conducted by Mr. Harold Schroeder with 76 attending. Attendance at Easter was 256. 

A Union Thanksgiving service for the South End churches was held at Trinity Wednesday, 
November 27 with an attendance of 144. Rev. Richard Thulin brought the message and Rev. 
Kenneth Reed of Fellowship Methodist conducted the liturgy. 

A Christmas Eve service was held at 11:30 P.M. with an attendance of 168. A Vesper service was 
held on New Year's Eve at 11:30 P.M. with an attendance of 45. 

The Boston District Children's Rally was held here Sunday, May 5 at 4 P.M. About 200 children 
and adults attended. An interesting program was given by the various children's groups. Hot dogs 
and tonic were served to the children out in the park, and coffee, sandwiches and cake and cookies 
to the adults under the direction of Mrs. Roland Marr. 

The Trinity Guild, Miss Jennie Nelson-President, conducted a cake sale in Prince's Annex, Friday, 
May 24, which netted $72. They bought the additional cottas for the acolytes and Baptismal 
napkins which were made by members of the Altar Guild. 

The church picnic was held at the YWCA camp, Long-Sought-For Pond, Sunday June 23, with out 
of door services held by Mr. Harold Schroeder, basket lunches, swimming and games. 

A farewell party was held for Mr. Schroeder Sunday July 28, in charge of Mr. LeRoy Adams. He 
was given a purse of $92. 
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Sunday, August 4 at 9:30 Rev. Richard Thulin preached his first sermon at Trinity with an 
attendance of 160. In the afternoon he was installed by Dr. Eskil Englund, President of the New 
England Conference, assisted by Rev. J. Gordon Swanson, Rev. Peter Beckman, Rev. John 
Bengston, Rev. Raymond Kask, Rev. Arthur Carlson and Rev. John Dragelin. Greetings were 
brought by Rev. Kask from the Boston District, and by Rev. Kenneth Reed of the Fellowship 
Methodist Church for the Lowell Ministerial Association. Dr. Edwin Munson of Rock Island and 
Rev. Eugene Brodeen of Barrington, R.I. were present and spoke. Letters of good wishes were 
read from Rev. Ingmar Levine, Rev. J. Norman Carlson and Rev. Gordon S. Nelson. A reception 
was held in the church vestry with the Trinity Guild serving refreshments. 

An adult instruction class was conducted by Rev. Thulin on six successive Thursday mornings 
during September and October, attended by an average of forty people. Several adults were 
received into membership on October 20 as a result of this. 

An American Missions Family Night supper of meatballs, scalloped potatoes and lemon meringue 
pie was held on Friday, September 13 in charge of Miss Anna J. Cunningham and Mrs. Arthur 
Frank. Slides depicting the work of Christ the King Church in the Chicago Loop were shown by 
Rev. Thulin. An offering for American Missions was $88. 

The WMS, Mrs. Milton Hadley-President, made their annual visit to the Horn Home on December 
11. Rev. Thulin spoke, Mrs. Don Dorr played piano solos, and Carols were sung by all. 
Refreshments were served by the visitors. 

A several week Stewardship Visitation Program was carried out during November and December 
under the leadership of Roland Man. It brought a pledge increase of over $4,000 more than the 
previous year. A supper was given for the thirty-eight Stewardship visitors, Friday evening 
December 13 after which they received their final instruction for the visitations on Sunday 
December 5. 

The congregation celebrated its 75th Anniversary on October 19 and 20. A turkey banquet 
attended by 176 adults and 12 children was held at the Guild Hall of the Sacred Heart Church on 
Saturday evening Oct. 19. Mr. Roland Mart was toastmaster and Rev. J. Gordon Swanson led the 
community singing. Dr. Eskil Englund, President of New England Conference, had the invocation 
and brought greetings. Greetings were also brought by Mr. Herbert Nelson, Chairman of the 
Arrangements Committee; by Rev. Fr. John Leary O.M.I., Pastor of Sacred Heart Church, and by 
Mayor Samuel Pollard. Rev. Gordon S. Nelson of Newington, Conn., a former Pastor gave the 
main address. Benediction was pronounced by the Pastor, Rev. Thulin. One living charter member 
sat at the head table, namely Mrs. Julia Pearson Cunningham. Sunday, October 20 at 10:45 
worship service was held with the sermon by Pastor Thulin and an attendance of 206. At 4 P.M. a 
Confirmand Reunion was held with 120 answering the roll call and 191 in all. The Confirmands 
marched-by classes up into the church. Miss Olive Palm called the roll beginning with the class of 
1893. Greetings from former Confirmands were read by Mr. Thure Gilinson and Mr. Oscar 
Palmgren. The musical numbers consisted of a choir anthem and a soprano solo by Mrs. Richard 
Woessner. Rev. Martin Cornell of Cambridge had the main address, "I Remember". Refreshments 
were served to a large crowd in the vestry where many friendships of bygone days were renewed. 
The collection of $150 was voted to be given to the church. Memorial gifts in the amount of $125 
were put into the Memorial Fund. An Anniversary booklet containing the programs, photographs 
of the church 'and former Pastors, names of the present church officers, and history of the church 
were sold for $1. 

At the end of 1957 there were 265 members, and 152 average attendances. 
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Events of 1958 

The Church School, Miss Florence Gilinson - Superintendent, changed to the Concordia Lesson 
system in April 1957. On June 16 Children's Day was held with a program, distribution of 
geraniums and the new "Cross and Crown" pin awards for attendance. Seventy-five children took 
part. The teachers for 1957 were Mts. Alice Warley - Supt. of Kindergarten Dept., assisted by Mrs. 
Robert Bassett and Mrs. Rostron Kershaw, The Primary Dept. - Mrs. Arthur Frank, Arthur Frank, 
Carol Folkins, Henry Hansen, Mrs. Alta Johnson, Paul Anderson, Roland Marr; Confirmation 
Class - Florence Lucas; Hi-League Class - Bruce Nordquist; Missionary teacher - Mrs. Roland 
Man; Cradle Roll - Mrs. Leroy Adams; Adult Bible Class - Elizabeth Gilinson; Clerk - Mrs. 
Robert Bassett. At the teacher's monthly meetings during the first half of the year, Miss Elizabeth 
Gilinson gave demonstration teaching lessons and talks on teaching, while during the second half 
of the year our Pastor, Rev. Richard Thulin, spoke on subjects relating to the work of teaching. A 
Confirmation Class of ten members met on Saturday mornings. Rev. J. Gordon Swanson, Vice-
Pastor, taught them the first half of the year and beginning in September Rev. Thulin taught them. 
A used piano was obtained for the school, also five blackboards were made by some of the 
Trustees. The Christmas' program of recitations, choruses, duets and piano solos was held Sunday, 
December 22 at 4 P.M. with 182 in attendance. 

Events of 1959 

With the average church attendance at 160, a need for a larger church building became evident. On 
a vote of the Council, it was resolved that the church conduct an organized fund-raising canvass to 
solicit individual church families for pledges to determine the amount that could be raised within a 
period of three years. Such a drive was conducted by the Wells Organization on March 4 through 
March 23, with pledges of $46,939. With the drive a success, a committee of nine was appointed 
to investigate possible sites. The committee was as follows: Paul Anderson, Nels Palm, Sr., 
Anthony Anderson, Philip Gilinson, Jr., Arthur Frank, Sture Lundstedt, Gordon Brow and Mrs. 
Charles Farnsworth. 

A new constitution for congregations of the Augustana Evangelical Lutheran Churches as revised 
by the Synod of 1954 was studied, the final draft to be approved at the Annual Meeting in 1960. 
This constitution will then be used by this congregation in the future. 

The Site Investigation Committee reported that eight lots had been considered but these were 
found to be unavailable either due to high prices or owners of some were reluctant to sell. Sites 
were: 9 acres on Andover Street, Lowell; Steadman and Smith Streets, Chelmsford; North Road, 
Chelmsford; Golden Cove Road and Billerica Road, Chelmsford; Richardson Road and 
Graniteville Road, Chelmsford. Since the greatest percentage of our church members reside in 
Chelmsford, it was felt that the church should be located in this area. 

Women's Church Auxiliaries were combined into the Augustana Lutheran Church Women. Miss 
Helen Nelson (later Palmgren) was the first President. 

Events of 1960 

The Site Investigation Committee continued to search for a site and was authorized to use up to 
$1,000 for a deposit on any site felt desirable for congregational consideration. 

The first insertions in the constitution of the Augustana Evangelical Church were voted: 

1. All communicant members in good standing who have attained the age of 21 shall be 
entitled to vote. 
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2. The number of Deacons shall be no less or more than 9 and elected for a term of 3 years, 
in such manner that 3 are retired and a like number elected each year. 

3. All decisions of the Church Council involving the expenditure of funds in excess of $200 
shall be subject to approval of the Board of Administration. 

4. Membership of the Board of Trustees shall be the same as the Deacons as noted in Sec. 3. 

5. The Board of Trustees shall not have the authority to make any expenditure for 
improvements or repairs in excess of $500 during the fiscal year unless duly authorized by 
the congregation. 

6. The Annual Meeting is to be held on the 3rd Friday in January and a quorum must be 
present. 

At a special meeting held July 27, the Site Committee recommended the purchase of 17 3/4 acres 
at the intersection of Grandview and Old Westford Roads, Chelmsford, MA. owned by Mr. and 
Mrs. W. M. Foster of Lowell for the sum of $18,000, such money to be taken from the Building 
Fund. The resolution was passed unanimously. A second Building Fund Drive under the 
Augustana Board of Church Architecture and Building was held. A Building Committee was 
elected to submit and study plans for a new church building and was as follows: Rev. Richard 
Thulin, Arthur Frank, Paul Anderson, Mrs. Charles Farnsworth, Sture Lundstedt, Gordon Brow, 
Philip Gilinson, Jr. and Nels Palm, Jr. 

Events of 1961 

The Church Council formed committees to work in the major areas within the church: Parish 
Education, Stewardship, Evangelism and Worship. 

An additional 1 1/4 acres of land was purchased which, added to the original purchase, brought the 
total acreage to 19. This was purchased from Mr. Andrew Blaisdell for $3,000 and increased the 
frontage on Old Westford Road to 400 feet. The Parish house on Meadowcroft Street was sold for 
$9,000. The first meeting of the Building Committee was held May 5 and Arthur Frank was 
elected President and Mrs. Charles Farnsworth as Secretary. The meetings were involved with the 
selection of an architect. Much time was devoted to members viewing the work of various 
architects and also talking with them. On Dec. 14 a meeting was held with Mr. Joseph Schiffer of 
Concord, who had been highly recommended. His design for the Lutheran Church in Acton won a 
prize at the Boston Arts Festival. On Dec. 17, the Building Committee recommended that the 
church consider Mr. Schiffer as the architect for the new church at their 1962 Annual Meeting. 
Thus almost a full year had been spent in choosing an architect. 

Events of 1962 

On July 8 some drawings and plans for the new church were displayed to the congregation. On 
July 15 the congregation voted to adopt the "Master Plan", and also to authorize Mr. Schiffer to 
proceed with Phase 1 of this plan. Saturday, September 15 was the-long awaited day when a 
volunteer work day was held at the new church site. Men cleared the land on which the road would 
be built. It was hoped that the actual construction would begin on March 1, 1963. 

The 80th Anniversary was held on October 13 and 14. Speakers were Pastor Emmet Eklund of 
Arlington and Dr. Richard Pearson of Waltham. Herbert Nelson was Chairman. 
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Events of 1963 

The first and second readings of the new Congregational Constitution took place on January 8 and 
February 1. On January 23, the bids for the building of the new church and educational wing were 
given out. On February 1 the Church Council was authorized to sell the church building and the 
land on which it is located, plus portions of it's furnishings for not less than $18,000 to the Seventh 
Day Adventist Church of Lowell and to make provisions for the continued use of the building until 
the new church building in Chelmsford is ready for occupancy. On March 3 a special 
Congregational Meeting voted that Trinity Lutheran Church accept the bid of $185,600 by Hans 
Tobiason of Arlington for construction of the new church. The Council was authorized to sign the 
contract and secure a mortgage for $150,000. The signing of the final documents took place with 
Arthur Frank, Architect Joseph Schiffer and Pastor Thulin witnessing. 

On March 31st, groundbreaking took place with the following acting on behalf of the 
congregation: Forrest Badmington, Sandra Folkins, Arthur Frank, Philip Gilinson, George Hansen, 
Darrel Mallory and Mrs. James Pierce. Sunday, October 20 was the laying of the cornerstone. The 
cornerstone is a memorial to Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Wikstrom, given by Mr. and Mrs. George Warley 
and Lois. It was placed by Hans and Lawrence Tobiason, the contractors. Rev. Emmet Eklund 
assisted Pastor Thulin in the service. 

It was with deep regret that the resignation of Pastor Thulin was accepted. A call was made to Rev. 
Luther Lindberg of Attleboro. 

The Lutheran Churchwomen became charter members of the Lutheran Churchwomen, New 
England Synod. 

Events of 1964 

This was truly a year of firsts. Under the leadership of Pastor Luther Lindberg, who came to 
Chelmsford February 4 and was installed on February 9, the first midweek Lenten services were 
held in the Education Building on Ash Wednesday, February 12. The first Matins and Easter 
Sunrise Service were held on March 19. First Communion was celebrated April 5. The church was 
dedicated on April 12 and Confirmation was held on May 17, Pentecost. New members were 
received on May 31. On July 17 the chancel cross, designed and sculptured by Richard E. 
Filipowski, was installed. The silver candlesticks and flower stand were also placed at the same 
time. On September 17 at the 10:45 service, a dedication of the chancel furnishings, which were 
not present at the time of the -dedication of the building, was held. 

With the growth of the Church School, some rooms at the Belvidere School were used to take care 
of the upper grades. A new study committee was appointed to study the needs of additional rooms 
in the Education Building due to the rapid growth of the church membership and the Sunday 
School. 

Events of 1965 

Plans were made to proceed with building an addition to the Education Building. 

Easter Sunday, April 18, the Book of Remembrance and Repository for same and the Repository 
for the Church History Book were dedicated. 

The following by-laws were passed; Annual Meeting to be held on the fourth Friday in January, 
the Nominating Committee to be elected by the congregation at the Annual Meeting, the Church 
School Superintendent shall be appointed by the Church Council at the suggestion of the 
Committee on Christian Education. The debt limit was raised to $211,000. 
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Events of 1966 

Sunday, September 11, the second unit of the Education Building was dedicated. 

The Cooperative Kindergarten also uses the facilities. 

A new policy of giving to the Synod was passed in which 25% of income was given.  

The budget of $55,408.68 was passed. 

Events of 1967 

The Annual Business Meeting was held on January 20 beginning with a pot-luck supper. There 
were six new Council members elected. 

Youth Sunday was celebrated on January 29 with the youth of the church conducting the service. 
TLCW met on January 10 with Mr. McMillan from the Chelmsford Welfare Department speaking 
of the Needs of the Community. The Project of the Month for TLCW was the making of 13 
"johnnies", 19 trimmed face cloths 15 bibs and over 300 squares for the Brockton Nursing Home. 
In February the TLCW finished two projects; the first was Activity Kits for children of Brazil and 
Korea, and the second was the sewing of clothes for displaced children in Palestine. 

TLCW held its annual Mother-Daughter Banquet on May 9 at church. 

The Memorial Committee announced that two new pew screens were being given as Memorials. 
One screen was given by Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Palmgren in memory of their parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank Palmgren and Mr. and Mrs. Carl Nelson. The other screen was given in memory of the Palm 
family by Nels Palm, Jr. 

New England Synod Convention was held' on May 21 at First Lutheran Church in Brockton. 
Pastor Lindberg attended with Phil Gilinson as our delegate. 

The annual church picnic was held June 25 with lunch, games for the children, and baseball for the 
parents. At 7:30 P.M. the Lutheran produced film, "A Time for Burning" was shown. 

During October and November we celebrated the 450th Anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation 
with the following: October 22 - Reformation lecture on Luther by Dr. Roger Johnson from 
Wellesley College, October 27 - the film "Martin Luther", October 29 - the film "A Time for 
Burning" and on November 12 a Reformation lecture by Dr. Harrel Beck from Boston University. 

Events of 1968 

Sponsor program for new members was begun. Sponsors were to help the new members feel 
welcome and at home, invite them to their homes and to events and meetings of the church, to 
acquaint them with other members, and take a genuine interest in them. 

Continued repairs to sky lights, buttresses and walks were carried on. 

In May Pastor Luther Lindberg left, May 19 being his last day. The TLCW held a farewell dinner 
for him and his family on Sunday, May 12. Pastor John Kidder acted as Interim Pastor until 
September. 

Pastor Orville Lind was called in June and installed on September 8. 

Also in May Trinity decided to participate in Metro East which is the Lutheran Planning 
Committee of the East Boston area. All LCA congregations in the Eastern Massachusetts District 
have agreed to receive their loose offering for Boston Civil Rights causes. All are encouraged to  
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contribute over and above their regular offering to indicate that they care about other's rights and 
those being neglected. $94.95 was raised. 

After serving twenty-two years, Wally Thomson, our Organist, retired on June 23. A party was 
held after the second service that day and a gift presented. Eunice Sundberg is the new Organist. 

In October, another first - a second service was begun. 

As in previous years, Trinity hosted the Iona Fellowship consisting of young people from Lowell 
Technological School, Lowell State College and Lowell General School of Nursing at a dinner in 
December. This month also brought us a wonderful concert, "The Christmas Story" directed by 
Richard McElhiney. A special feature was added, a twelve piece chamber orchestra composed of 
musicians from the Greater Boston area and two soloists from neighboring churches. 

Events of 1969 

This year a Married Couples Club was initiated under the direction of Pastor Lind. Later it became 
Couples and Singles. Our Pastor won a trip to Florida for two, and the Council unanimously voted 
to let him accept and a purse was given them. 

Council also voted to have the snow plowing done by the Highway Department. 

On Good Friday the Choir presented "The Crucifixion" by John Stainer directed by Richard 
McElhiney. 

The annual picnic was held in the orchard at the end of the school year. In September the first 
annual Corn Roast was held in the orchard. Then the Hike for the Hungry was sponsored by the 
Hi-League, 21 miles in to Boston. Members of the congregation sponsored individuals to hike and 
paid according to mileage. Three hundred dollars was realized. 

A committee for the 90th Anniversary was appointed as this event will come up in 1972. 

The road extension to Grandview Road and the walk along the Educational Building were finished 
at a cost of $3,650. 

A new course for the parents of seventh to ninth graders was started. It was a discussion course by 
Pastor Lind to help parents talk over problems and lives of children. 

On November 21 the, Social Ministry and Evangelism Committees joined to bring Rev. Warren 
Jones of First United Baptist Church in Lowell to talk about his experiences in inner city ministry. 
Also some other people came to tell what it is like to live in poor housing and other problems. 

New this year was the Christmon tree sponsored by the Altar Guild. Classes to make the 
Chrismons were held by Donna Lind at the parsonage every week all Fall. Fifteen to twenty 
women attended and made them. They had a problem with double weaving and Pastor Shanner 
came to help them learn how. The women worked all year making them. The project was 
continued another year to get enough made. They will last forever and be a delight and inspiration. 

Extensive repairs to the organ were made and the new French trumpet rank was installed at a total 
cost of $2,980. The Memorial Fund covered $766 of this. 

Events of 1970 

The extensive repairs to the organ were continuing by the Bolton Organ Co. A special gift 
provided money for improvements not to exceed $600 for repairs to the kitchen, also a new hall 
carpet and practically a new bathroom in the parsonage to the amount of $800, and a new adding 
machine. 
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Mr. Donald Harrison was hired as the new Organist at a salary of $1300. A gift was given to the 
retiring Organist, Eunice Sundberg, on Cantate Sunday. 

Brickwork for the sign at the entrance was started. 

Arnold Holtberg was given $450 for a full term at the Philadelphia Seminary. He elected not to 
continue this vocation but changed to another. 

Mr. Earl Over was approved to replace William Hall as Sunday School Superintendent as Mr. Hall 
will be moving to England. 

Two new paintings were hung in the library, prints from the Boston Museum of Fine Arts-from the 
bequest of Mildred Christianson. 

In February Trinity Fellowship was begun, this was the beginning really of the Senior Citizen 
Drop-In. In December the Good News Singers presented a contemporary worship service 
centering on the Advent Season. 

Events of 1971 

This year our gift to the New England Synod, called the First Fruits, was raised from 25% to 27%. 

The use of the Educational Building rooms and facilities was given to three Girl Scout troops, our 
own Cub Packs, Chelmsford Community Co-op Kindergarten classes and classes for exceptional 
children. Also the use of our picnic area was extended to other churches and civic groups. We also 
participate in Chelmsford Interfaith Association programs, support the Lowell Council of 
Churches and the Pastoral Counseling Center, and visit the Billerica House of Correction on a 
weekly basis. 

Our worship schedule changed from 9:15 to 8:30 to give the Pastor more time to conduct the Adult 
Education Class. 

All were asked to use the new road to enter the church parking lot and to exit down the hill by the 
church sign on Westford Road. This will expedite things, especially in winter when the snow 
makes the road narrower. 

The TLCW made blankets out of old coats and garments filling them with nylon stockings to send 
to World Relief. 

A play, "A Certain Star" was presented in January with a tureen dinner first. It was presented by a 
group who met Sunday mornings to study plays relating to the Gospel. Anne Bernella directed the 
play. 

An Adult Enrichment Seminar was held for seven weeks based on the work of Urban Steinmetz, 
nationally known author and lecturer on family life. 

Arthur Frank took a group of churchmen through the Telephone Company after a dinner; everyone 
was invited. 

The film "Martin Luther" was shown for the Confirmation Classes, everyone invited. The Good 
News Singers again took part in a special Folk Service for our morning service in April. A petition 
to support the McGovern-Hatfield Amendment providing for the withdrawal of all troops from 
Indochina was placed for all to sign. 

The Worship and Music Committee decided to have a Hymn of the Month, using some of our 
beautiful but less familiar hymns from our service book. The annual Mother and Daughter Banquet 
became the Mother and Children Banquet. The Stewardship Committee asked all children to make 
posters showing how people give to God through time, talents and money, to be hung in church for 
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a time. Towels and other items were collected by TLCW to be given to the inmates of Billerica 
House of Correction to show our care and concern. 

The Belvidere School closed so we will no longer be able to use it for classes. 

The candle lighting service was celebrated at both Christmas Eve services with all its moving and 
beautiful symbolism. 

Events of 1972 

The congregation voted to take part in the Bethel Series, a two year study of an overview of the 
Bible, to educate church members. Many participated. 

Pictures of members were still being taken. The project was finally completed and the Pictorial 
Directory distributed. 

An Encounter on Racism was held which was an experience for all with speakers from Lowell 
Social Workers and persons actually involved. We supported with clothing, money and personal 
visits to aid "Lamp", a community service to Spanish speaking people until the project was 
abandoned. 

This was the year of our 90th Anniversary. A play, "Trinity, This Is Your Life", was presented on 
October 13, written and directed by Anne Bernella. A dinner was held at the Speare House on 
October 14. Former members and Pastors attended and enjoyed seeing themselves depicted. A 
float also was built and put into the Chelmsford Fourth of July parade. It won third prize, pleasing 
us all but especially the young people who had worked so hard on it. 

Cottage Socials were continued this year to help people to know one another. A Walk for 
Development was enjoyed by many, proceeds going to Camp Paul in Chelmsford. 

Richard McElhiney, our Choir Director for twelve years, is being transferred, so we said good-bye 
with deep regrets and presented him with a gift. 

A very frightening and disastrous storm took many trees down in Chelmsford, and Trinity lost 
many trees. Many members helped to clear our property and the Council thanked them most 
heartily as it was a very big job. 

This year a new Communion procedure was instituted, all to commune continuously and the 
Blessing to be given to all at the end. Children in the sixth grade and up may receive Communion 
if they have been through the instruction course on Communion. 

The Community Thanksgiving Service was held at Trinity this year. 

In December, an evening play and tureen dinner was part of our Christmas festivities. Players from 
the Chelmsford area presented "A Christmas Portrait" by Charles Jones. 

Events of 1973 

The year began with the resignation of Donald Harrison as Organist. Adrith Provencher was hired 
to replace him and he was honored with a reception after church and presented with a gift. 

On Cross Bearer Sunday each one of the congregation was presented with a small cross to carry at 
all times to remind us of Christ and His sufferings for us. 

A course for adults was held in the library on Lutheranism. A contemporary service "Celebrate" 
was produced by the Inter Lutheran Commission on Worship. The Greater Lowell Conference of  
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Churches Fall Assembly dinner was held in our church with workshops on the areas of worship, 
education, pastoral needs and social action. 

A Family Advent Workshop was held at the church on the first Sunday of Advent with projects for 
each age group. Every family present will make an Advent Log and receive a Devotional Guide. 

The Library Committee has a special Book Corner with books dealing with Christmas for the 
congregation to purchase. The Altar Guild made the Advent Wreath and it was hung near the 
Altar, one candle to be lit each Sunday in anticipation of the coming of the Christ Child. 

Robert Olson was appointed Sunday School Superintendent. Six teenagers and one adult attended 
the Lutheran Youth Convention in Houston, Texas. The Hi-League went to Baltimore, Maryland 
for their Convention. 

The Bethel Series teacher training began in January and in September a Literacy training program 
sponsored by the TLCW and the Social Ministry Committee trained fifteen women to be tutors to 
help the Lowell Social Group. 

Events of 1974 

The Bethel Series, which had been voted in last year and members trained to teach it, began with 
three classes of thirty students each. This is the first course and there will be two to follow. Trinity 
is one of the 295 congregations in the nation to introduce the Bethel Series Bible Study Program. 

A burglar alarm was installed which would be tied into the telephone system. It was effective, 
scaring off the few invaders we had in 1974. It was also set off by innocent Altar Aides who were 
looking for linens and candles, etc.! 

Pastor Lind went to the Pastor's Institute in Raltham, Mass. for continuing education in April. 

Carol Dawn Winkleman was hired as our new Choir Director. 

A second pledge from members was called for with a goal of $15,000 per year for a period of three 
years for property repair. The Library was moved to the Robe Room and two rooms for Sunday 
School classes were made. The parsonage garage was made into a family room at a cost of $1,000, 
the men of the congregation doing the work. Also a storage shed was placed on the property. 

Events of 1975 

This year found us reaching out in many directions. A Prayer Chain was begun to pray for those 
who were ill or in other need of God's help. The Social Ministry program was augmented by 
sending out boxes to every family to give up one meat meal and put the money away for World 
Hunger. A Meatless Main Dish Cookbook was compiled and distributed to members for a small 
donation which was given to World Hunger. 

The Wagner College Musicians of Staten Island, New York, came to our church and gave a 
concert of Renaissance Music, using instruments of that time period. Also the Lutheran College of 
the Bible and Liberal Arts of Teaneck; New Jersey gave a religious concert. The Junior Choir 
presented a special concert at the. 10:45 service entitled "One Hundred Per Cent Chance of Rain", 
under the direction of Carol Dawn Winkleman, the Choir Director of the church. Then a 
Contemporary worship service was sponsored by the Worship and Music Committee, put together 
by Lois and Larry Thatcher. 

Pastor and Donna Lind held an Open House at the parsonage, 28 Sunset Avenue, Chelmsford, for 
people to see the new family room that was constructed by the Property Committee. 
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It was voted at a special Congregational meeting to construct a new sidewalk at the church 
removing some steps and installing a ramp. While it is not a driveway, a car could drive to the 
church door in an emergency. 

The Evangelism Committee sponsored a retreat for married couples at the Bible Conference Camp, 
Jeffrey, N.H. A Youth Director, Rick Schuler, was hired and a reception was held for him after 
services. Under his direction the Hi-League began the Drop-In Center Coffee House Program in 
the Trinity Fellowship Hall for high school students to spend an evening together once a month. A 
very successful venture! 

A new piano was placed in the church. Under the LCA Missionary Support Program, money will 
be raised and the sum of $300 will be included in the 1976 budget. 

Events of 1976 

The Chelmsford churches exchanged pulpits on January 18 and Rev. John Minot of the Central 
Baptist Church exchanged with Pastor Lind. January was Youth Month and a new Jr. League was 
started for young people in the sixth, seventh and eighth grades under the leadership of Wilma 
Bazzare. The youth conducted the service on January 25 commemorating the beginning of this 
group. The Hi-League sponsored a Spaghetti dinner after the late service on February 8. Rick 
Schuler was hired for the second year. 

In April the Fisherman Players presented a play "The Book of Jonah". The Social Ministry 
Committee and Couples and Singles Club presented the Wycliffe Bible Translators in a program 
entitled "If God is so Great". 

On May 9 we had a Colonial Service to commemorate the Bicentennial and to thank God for our 
heritage. Many wore Colonial costumes or replicas. Pastor Lind looked special in his gray outfit 
and flat Padre hat. 

In June Summer services were begun on Thursday evenings at 7:30. 

The big LCA Convention was held in Boston and many of our members attended, and some sang 
in the Choir. Dr. Robert E. Lee, a member of the Executive Council from Atlanta, Georgia was our 
guest speaker at Trinity July 25. 

In August some of the Hi-Leaguers attended a Young People's Gathering in New Orleans, 
Louisiana. 

Many members of the congregation got together and painted the parsonage in September. The 
living room was papered and new tile put in the ceiling also. 

A new Bethel Series was held and another class, "These Stones Shall Shout", was also held. 

On December 19 a Christmas Musical Worship Service was given by the Choirs. Our Junior Choir 
is the largest it's ever been. 

The Social Ministry Committee presented Missions of Service through projects, such as helping 
families who need furniture, programs for senior citizens and adopting many of the residents of the 
Simmons Nursing Home. 

Events of 1977 

A new by-law was added; namely to have a 19th and 20th member on our Council, who were to be 
members under 21 years of age and to be nominated by the Hi-Leaguers. 
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Our Secretary, Marion Keith, resigned and was presented with a special gift. Ellie Olson became 
our new Secretary. Elaine Jelscheff became the accompanist for the Junior Choir. 

There was much discussion about the Memorial Garden in the center of the parking lot, some 
thinking it took up valuable parking space and was difficult to plow around in the winter. The 
Property and Memorial Committees worked out a plan to make it smaller but to keep the lovely 
tree. 

After much checking by our men of our flooded organ pit, a special congregational meeting was 
held to decide whether to repair it at a cost of $13,000 or to get a new organ. At the time this one 
was installed some members said it was not a good idea to put the working parts below ground. A 
rebuilt Tracker organ from the Stewart Organ Co. was decided upon. Our men did the tearing out 
and replacing of the floor and more of the work while it was being installed. The cost of $25,700 
was partly paid by the Insurance Company. During these months we used the new piano given by 
Herbert Nelson in memory of his sisters for services. 

A coffee hour after late services was begun to get to know each other better. Russ and Arlene 
Jeppson and Brad and Sue Johnson were the beginning hosts for 1977. 

The Altar painting of Christ in the old church was discussed as the new owners were redecorating 
and needed to know whether it would be left indefinitely. It was decided to leave it for as long as 
they would use it, there being no proper place in the new Trinity to display it. "The Resurrection", 
an oil painting by a well known artist of the time was given to the church on Meadowcroft Street 
by Anders and Adelaide (Pike) Thomasson as a gift of thanksgiving for their safe return to 
America, after having their ship struck by an iceberg on their way back from a trip to Sweden in 
1899. All passengers were returned to Sweden by lifeboats as the ship went down. After a few 
months they sailed safely home. Mr. Thomasson was a Charter Member, Trustee, Treasurer and 
Organist. He also took the initiative to get the church built. Up to 1916 this was the most expensive 
gift given to the church. He died on July 27, 1919. 

Our Lenten program was different in that a huge picture of Christ painted by Connie Frank was cut 
into pieces and a piece mailed to each family. On the Sunday designated they were brought back 
and fitted together to be at the side of our Altar through Easter. Some pieces were lost in the mail 
for a while, hence they were late and it was amazing that they all eventually appeared and we were 
a "whole people in Christ". 

We had a program of "Visitors", visiting members to sick and shut-ins and newcomers. The 
delivery of "Meals on Wheels" by some members continues. 

Our Choir Director, Carol Dawn Winkleman, and her family moved to New Jersey. She was 
presented with a gift and we were sorry to see them go as she and her whole family were such 
good workers in our church. Donald S. Reinke was asked to lead the Choir. 

In June our men put a new roof, new gas boiler and a concrete floor in the storage shed at the 
parsonage. In the Fall storm the huge tree was blown over onto the new family room. A 
professional company was required to remove it, and the men then put a new ceiling in the dining 
room. Three more of the roof extensions were repaired on the church for $1800. Work on the leaks 
in the heating system under the floor cost $1000. 

The Social Ministry members visited at the Simmons Nursing Home, some adopting patients. 
They also collected blankets and clothing for World Relief and supplied furniture and clothing for 
the Lowell Welfare Dept. 

Strength for Mission Sunday was May 29, and over the next few months our Mission directors, 
Tom Smith and Will Davis, explained the Strength for Mission, a program of the LCA to upgrade 
our mission work. 
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Rick Schuler was hired for this year through May. When he left he was honored with a gift. 

Helen Palmgren and Sue Bolza were named a committee for our 95th Anniversary on October 14. 
They planned a Tea for the 15th to which the public was invited and many pictures and mementoes 
were displayed. There was also a dinner after church on the 16th in the Educational Room with 
190 attending. Our former Pastor, Pastor Gordon Nelson and his wife, attended and he preached 
the sermon at our service that day. At the end of dinner Communion was served in a very moving 
ceremony, the two Pastors gave it to the first persons at each of two long tables and then each 
person gave it to his neighbor. A tablecloth was designed by Helen Palmgren and signed by all to 
be used for future anniversaries. You will see baby hand and foot prints on it. 

The "Children's House", a pre-school group meet at our church five mornings a week at $200 per 
month. 

Pastor Leonard Gibbs of the Pastoral Counseling Center visited and proposed a new working 
arrangement with area churches in which each church would have a member on the Board of 
Directors. Our contribution would give us a voice in running the Center. Council agreed to this and 
also for members to donate to a flea market to benefit the Center. 

A fireplace was built in the picnic area. 

The Council voted to give small 'Dove" pins to the Choir at the suggestion of the Worship and 
Music Committee. New robes were purchased for Council members for Communion and also one 
for the Organist. Money came from the Memorial Committee. 

A group of Spanish speaking children were allowed to use the Education Building one afternoon a 
week and a Retarded group one morning a week. Both left at the end of the year.  

Our congregation was invited to a New England picnic at Camp Calumet on September 4. There 
was a worship service at 11:00 with Dr. Kask preaching. A plea for clothing for those in recent 
disasters in our country and abroad was made and some of our members responded. 

Memorial gifts reduced the mortgage by $604. 

Events of 1978 

More dividing curtains were obtained for the Sunday School and donated by Mr. and Mrs. Willard 
Davis. The Council voted to sponsor a Vietnamese family. A Laotian family of four came in June, 
a father who speaks English, a mother and two little girls. It was an exciting time for all as they 
were met at Logan Airport and taken to the apartment prepared for them. A new baby was born to 
them later in the year. Both parents were hard workers and soon were supporting themselves. 
Many in the congregation donated furnishings and money. 

A new roof was put on the church for $11,900. Neighborhood children had vandalized it by 
climbing on it many times. The driveway and parking area were resurfaced for $15,000. 

In the Spring the LCW voted to change the meeting schedule in hopes more women could attend. 
There were five meetings a year with some on Saturday for lunch. New projects were Meals on 
Wheels Thanksgiving Baskets. A successful effort was made to get Christian study groups 
together; they began in February. A new Confirmation curriculum was introduced, a two year 
course instead of " three and giving individual instruction using cassettes, tapes and head phones. 

The exterior of the church was stained under the direction of Kevin McBride. The project was to -
earn him his Eagle Scout Badge. 

Vacation Church School was community oriented with half of the enrollment from other churches. 

 52



Pastor Lind had his tenth Anniversary at Trinity. A corn roast and a roast of the Linds was held 
with much merriment and fellowship. Helen Palmgren did most of the planning and special affects. 
Pastor, heartily thanked all for the, generous gift they received for their family trip to California in 
1979. Pastor and Donna Lind with three other Trinity couples attended the first Lutheran Marriage 
Encounter Weekend in New England and was highly recommended. 

The weather on Ash Wednesday was so bad services were cancelled and then were held a week 
later with Communion. Also during Lent a Seder Meal was enacted and a different Communion. 
On Good Friday Tenebrae, each person wrote their sins on a paper and placed it in the fire at the 
Altar. 

More of the beautiful Liturgical Banners were finished. 

The TLCW Spring Tea was held at the spacious home of Mrs. Charles Farnsworth. All members 
of the church were invited. 

St. Vartamantz Armenian Church, our new neighbors, was dedicated in June. 

Choir Director Donald Reinke left and Diane Destrempe was hired. 

A new rolling Library cart was purchased to make the books more available. 

In December the Wagner College Choir performed for us. The members were housed by our 
congregation. Cottage meetings for Stewardship were well attended. David Eberiel gave a CPR 
course to a large group. 

A bequest of $2000 was given by Bena Hartquist. The family of Lily Hedstrom gave a bequest of 
300 shares of ITT stock. 

The Liturgical Banners are still being worked on under the direction of Donna Lind. They were 
given by the Lundstedt family. The following persons are working on them: Hula Gilinson, Doris 
Wolnick, Betty Ann Gentz, Donna Lind, Marion Keith, Edith Vaughn and Ellie Olson. 

Events of 1979 

The work on the roof was finally finished, skylights and all. 

A Senior Citizen Drop-in to meet once a month on the last Tuesday was organized in January. 

A committee was formed to look for an Intern. Pastor Lind attended a meeting in Philadelphia to 
interview some, and from this Janet Peterman came to visit and to meet us. She was selected and 
came on June 15 and was installed June 17. She was a great addition to our congregation, showing 
much love and concern for all. 

We acquired a Paschal Candle Stand through Memorials, sculptured by Mr. Filipowski to match 
our other Altar pieces. Council voted to raise our insurance on all Art pieces from $32,500 to 
$74,500. 

There has been much delay in getting the remaining organ pipes from Europe. A railing has been 
installed in front of the organ. 

Council decided in September to sell the parsonage and allow the Pastor '$10,000 a year for 
housing. The trend today is for Pastors to own their own homes. 

Special bequests this year were $20,000 from Herbert Nelson, and $15,000 plus an additional 
$717.90 added to the Lily Hedstrom bequest. 
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Council voted to allow the Gideons to place a rack in the Narthex for memorials (pledges for 
donations of Bibles). 

Our Vietnamese family wished to bring four more family members and have us stand for them 
although they will be responsible financially. This was passed. 

A new complete Communion service has been added to our church through memorials. It 
comprises flacon, pouring chalice, chalice and two patens, handcrafted in pewter by Ken Kantron 
of Damiriscotta, Maine. Our antique Ciborium has been given the lustre of pewter by the artist. 
The new set was used for the first time on Christmas Eve, the way of distribution being different. 
Ushers hold trays of glasses at the front end of the aisles to be picked up by Communicants, or if 
they wish they can receive directly from the cup. 

New bronze doors including installation were donated for the corridor between the church and 
educational building. 

Fred Walker, a Christian musician, was granted permission to give a concert in August. 

One large Stewardship banquet was held. The speaker was Howard Williams from Laity, an 
organization which encourages Christian living seven days a week. Helen Palmgren did a lot of the 
planning and special decorations. 

The Town has agreed to trim some trees near our entrance. 

The trouble with the heat distribution was cured by blocking some ducts. 

In October a Spaghetti dinner was served after late service with a free will offering taken to 
provide scholarships to Youth Synod at the University of Massachusetts in Amherst. Eighteen of 
our youths went to "Simple Gifts". 

In May the LCW hosted an Area II District Meeting or Spring Assembly. Over 100 women 
attended. Hulda Gilinson was general chairman. 

Our new redwood sign at the entrance on Old Westford Road was lettered and gold leafed by 
Barbara McBride, and Sture Lundstedt engineered the construction of the stand with other 
members of the Property Committee. 

Total membership for 1979 was 919 baptized members and 497 communing members. 

Events of 1980 

The budget for this year was $107,320. 

A Bell Choir was formed and performed several times. 

Pastor Lind exchanged pulpits with Rev. Donald Dwyer of St. John the Evangelist Church in 
North Chelmsford. 

Our Communion now offers either the individual cup or the Common Cup. At the beginning of 
Lent the second setting of the Liturgy was used and required some getting used to. The members 
of the Worship and Music Committee are baking the bread for Communion. 

The TLC women went to a retreat at the Adult Education Center at Grotonwood Baptist Church. 

The rent for the "Children's House" which is a school for pre-schoolers was raised from $200 to 
$300 a month. 
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In April a luncheon was held after the second service honoring Pastor James White on his 25th 
Anniversary of Ordination. He is in Mission work in this area and he and his family belong to our 
congregation. 

Also in April we sponsored a Lutheran-Roman Catholic Dialogue led by Father Shugrue of St. 
Mary's, Father Dwyer of St. John's and Pastor Lind and Janet Peterman. This was an unusual 
celebration of the 450th Anniversary of the Augsburg Confession. 

The Chelmsford Interfaith Association sponsored a Round Robin program entitled "A Hero of My 
Faith" taking place at several places of worship; Rev. Joseph Smyth at St. Mary's, Pastor Lind here 
at Trinity, Rabbi Terry Bard at Congregation Shalom, Rev. C. Arthur Hover at First Parish 
Minuteman. 

Additional Communions on special Sundays are being planned. 

In March a group of women began to make a Memory Quilt to be displayed on our 100th 
Anniversary. Each beautiful square will depict something from our history. Donna Lind headed the 
committee and many helped to designs, embroider and quilt. 

The Senior Citizen Group was invited to the new home of Pastor and Donna Lind for a luncheon. 

We began to send clothing to the Pine Street Inn, a temporary shelter for the homeless. 

Another bequest of $25,000 was received from the Herbert Nelson estate. 

C. Arthur Beck visited in May prior to coming as our second Intern in September. 

Pastor Lind, Jim Bin and John Wagner attended the LCA New England Synod Convention at 
Wesleyan University in Middletown, Conn. 

Meals on Wheels program, headed by Donna Lind, has many members helping. 

Area II Assembly met at Good Shepherd Lutheran in North Quincy. Jim Birr and John Wagner 
were our delegates. They heard Rev. Charles Kimball speak on the Iranian situation, he being a 
student of Islamic studies. Dr. Kristen Stendahl from Harvard Divinity School says Rev. Kimball 
probably is one of the few people in this country who really understands what is going on in Iran. 
There was also much discussion about support for women Pastors. . 

The Christian Education Committee brought the film "Pilgrim's Progress" to the congregation and 
showed it after a pot-luck supper on World Day of Prayer. 

The Lexington Boys Choir sang for us on December 14 and were given the offering. 

The Dinh Lo's (Vietnamese) parents and his brother and sister arrived and they were glad to be a 
whole family again. We sponsored them but Dinh provided the financial support. They are a hard 
working and well educated family. 

Pastor Lind and Arthur Beck attended the Pastor's Convocation. Dr. Counley, our LCA President, 
was there and Pastor Lind said we can be very proud of his outstanding leadership. 

In September our new organ was dedicated with a recital by William Sherwood of Sudbury. He 
has been Organist of Sudbury Methodist Church for five years and also has been guest soloist with 
the Boston Pops. A Brass Choir of our church members played Christmas Eve: Ron and Vicky 
Warren and Sue Harris. 

December 6 the Choir and Worship and Music Committee sponsored a Madrigal night. Choir 
members were in costume and they and the audience were seated at tables with continual eating  
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and drinking; coffee, tea, cider, sandwiches and cookies. Carols and Medieval Music made a 
delightful evening. 

An Advent Workshop for members to make items for their homes was held and is an annual event. 

There was no provision in our Constitution for the Youth Committee, so they have drawn up a By-
Law Amendment. 

Events of 1981 

Out Synod Benevolence ended up $563 over our covenant figure of $15,000. 

The chimes are now working and can be played on the new organ, thanks to Mr. Ron Warren. 

Walter Bochnick resigned as Sunday School Superintendent and Dick Healey is now 
Superintendent. 

A Tape Program for shut-ins was discussed and pursued until it became a reality. Monies came 
from the Memorial Funds and Lutheran Brotherhood. 

Our youth had a retreat at Grotonwood. They were working on a Chicago Folk Mass for February 
1 and also for National Youth Gathering at Purdue in July. 

Forty-two adults and thirteen children were dropped from our rolls. 

Ed Magiera installed an overhead fan at the back of the church ceiling to bring down the heat in 
Winter and aerate in Summer. 

It was decided to sponsor Mr. and Mrs. Goldstein from Peru as our Missionaries. Our commitment 
would be $2500 to be paid quarterly. 

A Council retreat at Camp Calumet was planned to set goals and make long range plans for the 
church and hopefully to experience a spiritual uplift. 

Our Secretary was sent to New England Conference for all Lutheran Church Secretaries at 
Craigville Conference Center on Cape Cod at a cost of $49.50. Between 15 and 20 new members 
joined in June. 

The 100th Anniversary Committee is making plans. On May 17 there was a special Augustana 
Service. There was a special keepsake bulletin with a short History and names of former Pastors 
and Interns and the complete service of the day. Rev. Gordon Nelson, a former Pastor, gave the 
sermon. Many people wore costumes of long ago.. Thirty-three persons received "Recognition of 
Service" awards. At 4 P.M. the Choirs gave their Spring Concert. A new letterhead was designed 
to be put on tiles and. notepaper to be sold as souvenirs of the Anniversary. 

A reunion of all Confirmands was held after the Corn Roast in Sept. 

The New England Lutheran Convention on June 11-13 was attended by Pastor Lind, A. Beck, C. 
Much and R. Spencer. The focus was on Unity of the LCA, ALC, and AELC. This would bring 
together 10,500 congregations. 

The Stewardship Committee explained the Pony Express system which was used this year. A 
simulated saddle bag with the pledge cards was brought to one member to be passed on to the next 
name on the list. The system worked very well. 

We have, after so many years of getting our flowers from Lukas Florist, had to change to 
Moynihan Florists, as our old friend Lukas has gone out of business. 
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Richard Schmidt came in September as our new Intern. 

On November 8 our Organist Nancy Eberiel gave an organ recital with refreshments by Pastor and 
Donaline White. 

In November 25 new members were received. 

The apartment our Interns had been living in has been sold so another had to be found. This bred 
the idea of possibly building an addition to the Educational Building for much needed classrooms 
on the ground floor and an Intern apartment on the second floor. A committee was formed to look 
into this. 

The Memorial Committee worked on a project to have stained glass windows designed and 
installed between the Education Building and the church at a cost of $1800. It was approved by the 
Church Council. 

A special gift of a copier was given by David Baldwin. 

Marion Keith wrote "A Christmas Alleluia" that was performed at 6:30 on Christmas Eve by our 
Choir and dedicated to the 100th Anniversary. 

A different and special St. Lucia Festival was done this year on December 13 by both choirs and 
many people taking part and many more helping. There were St. Lucia and her court, Tomtes and 
Star Boys and many special songs. The refreshment tables all shining with a myriad of candles and 
bright decorations were a delightful fairyland. About 400 people attended this celebration. Those 
who did all the planning and work for this were: Gunilla Sawyer, Ulla Teubner, Alice Ekstrom, 
Nancy Ebriel, Diane Destrempe and Edith Sundquist. The refreshments were served by Betty 
Gentz, Florence Lundberg and Sally Warren. 

This was the fourth year the TLCW had sewing days and made blankets from old materials (thin 
blankets, draperies, clothing, etc.) for Lutheran World Action. About twenty are made each year. 

Events of 1982 

On January 16 as part of our 100th Anniversary the Choir presented to the congregation a 
Madrigal Evening-Renaissance Eve - a fun filled, festival evening of music and refreshments in 
the style of the entertainment during the Renaissance. - 

At the Congregational Meeting on January 31 the Church Council presented motions to elect a 
Building Committee of seven to facilitate the construction of an addition to the church property to 
solve the problems of Intern housing and inadequate educational space. This was approved. The 
Building Committee members were Richard Olson-Chairman, Connie Frank, Will Davis, Richard 
Healy, Joe Roensch, Alan Teubner and Ron Warren. After meeting weekly to interview several 
architects, they selected the firm of Frank Gelinas and Associates of North Andover to design the 
new addition. After the design was completed a series of Cottage Meetings were. held at 18 homes 
during the first two weeks of May to explain the plans and financing of the building to the church 
members. At a Congregational Meeting on May 23 the congregation voted to approve the plans. 
The building approved consisted of an Intern apartment of 780 sq. ft., classroom space of 1460 sq. 
ft., corridor space of 180 sq. ft. and a link to the present educational wing of 180 sq. ft. for a total 
of 2880 sq. ft. The congregation approved the plans enabling the architect to complete all drawings 
for bidding purposes. At a meeting on August 22 the congregation approved final financing for the 
construction and empowered the Building Committee to sign the contract. 

The vote was 110 in favor, 9 against and 4 abstentions. Construction cost was $163,950 to be built 
by Systems Builders, Inc. of North Andover. Groundbreaking was in September. After approval by 
the Chelmsford Planning Board, the foundation was poured and building started with an 
anticipated completion by the end of January 1983. 
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The Open Pantry, an emergency food supply, was opened in downtown Lowell on February 8, 
1982 for the benefit of people in need. Trinity is participating in this by members donating 
groceries and helping to supply volunteers to work at the Pantry. This is a joint venture of the area 
churches. 

On February 28 we celebrated the fourth event in our 100 year Anniversary. It was designated as 
Thanksgiving Sunday and revolved around being thankful to God for His guidance and direction 
these many years. To show our gratitude a special offering was taken to be given to Missions, 
specifically toward the work our Missionaries, John and Kathy Goldstein, are doing with the 
Quechua Indians in Peru. $2500 was received. The Bishop of the New England Synod, Dr. Eugene 
Brodeen, gave the sermon on this day. 

Approximately every other month the Social Ministry Committee collected clothes and canned 
goods for the inner city Lutheran Church in Roxbury. 

On March 14 the Christian Education Committee sponsored a Family Night. A covered dish 
supper was followed by the widely acclaimed film "If I Perish" which described the trials and faith 
of a young Korean Christian tested by Japanese occupation forces during World War H. 

The Memorial Committee arranged for new stained glass windows to be installed in the breezeway 
between the Church and the Educational Building. They depict the symbols of the Lord's Supper, 
Baptism and the Trinity. It is a beautiful memorial gift. 

On April 18 in observance of the 500th Anniversary of the birth of Martin Luther, the film "Where 
Luther Walked" was shown. It was filmed in East Germany and combined scenes of the places and 
land Luther knew, with an evaluation of the ideas and events that shaped his life. 

The 100th Anniversary was celebrated with a festive banquet at the Speare House on May 22. Rev. 
Richard Thulin., Pastor of Trinity from 1957-1964, was the speaker.. Mrs. Thulin was also present 
to enjoy the happy occasion. Bishop Eugene Brodeen and his wife were also guests. A special 
presentation was given to two outstanding Christian people who have served our church so 
faithfully for so many years. Anita Adams was honored for being Financial Secretary for 27 years 
and Helen Palmgren was honored for being Treasurer for 24 years. They were both presented 
beautiful plaques with a glass dove and an appropriate inscription. Ron Warren was a superb 
Master of Ceremonies. The Anniversary cake was cut by Esther Johnson and Bob Berntson. This 
celebration was made possible by the hard working 100th Anniversary Committee which consisted 
of Arthur Frank-Chairperson, Donna Olson, Philip Gilinson, Jr., Helen Palmgren, Robert 
Sundquist and Sally Warren. They did a wonderful job and it was a celebration to be long 
remembered. The ladies of the Church made a banner for the 100th Anniversary. The titles of the 
squares were suggested and the person created her own square to carry out its theme. The planning 
of the Banner was done by Donna Lind with Connie Frank assisting. The story was composed and 
written by Helen Palmgren. 

New England Synod Convention was held 6/10-6/12 at Assumption College in Worcester. Ed 
Johnson, Vern Overby, Rich Schmidt and Pastor Lind represented Trinity. 

The congregation was sorry to say good-bye to Rich Schmidt and his family. They were presented 
with a money gift. Our new Intern, Elizabeth Krentz-Wee, arrived on September 22. She has just 
completed her studies at Yale Divinity School. 

Each Sunday our worship service is taped and the tapes are then distributed to our shut-ins. This is 
a ministry of the church that is much appreciated by those receiving the tapes. 

At the end of 1982 there were 987 baptized members of which 282 were children. 
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Events of 1983 

Sunday, May 1, was the day of the dedication of our new addition. The Rev. Dr. Raymond Kask, 
Assistant to the Bishop, preached at our morning service. Open House was held from 3:30 to 5:00 
P.M. with refreshments provided by the Lutheran Church Women. Our thanks go first of all to 
God for bringing us to this point in our history. Secondly, the entire congregation has 
demonstrated acceptance and need of this building through financial backing and the many hours 
of volunteer work contributed. Thirdly, the Building Committee put forth so much effort in their 
service of love for the Church and God. They deserve much praise and thanks. 

Holy Communion was celebrated on January 23 with Rev. Marshall Hunt from St. Anne's 
Episcopal Church, Lowell. Last September both the Lutherans and the Episcopalians agreed to 
have altar fellowship with one another. Rev. Hunt delivered the sermon and gave Communion with 
Pastor Lind. On February 27 Pastor Lind went to St. Anne's to give Communion. This is a way to 
emphasize and celebrate the oneness we have as Christians. 

The LCW compiled a cookbook and sold copies after both services on February 13. The proceeds 
were donated to the LaFaena Medical Center near Santiago, Chile. 

Among the service projects conducted by the LCW were a Kitchen Shower for our church kitchen 
in February, a clothing drive for Lutheran World Relief in February and March, a St. Patrick's Day 
party for patients at the Brockton Lutheran Home on March 17, quilt sewing, in April packing and 
shipping clothing, quilts, kiddie kits and soap scraps for Lutheran World Relief and also preparing 
May baskets for shut-ins. In May articles were collected for Boston College Campus School, a 
school for multiple handicapped students. On May 10, the Spring Buffet and Bridal Fashion Show 
were enjoyed with 18 models participating and a reception following with wedding cake and 
punch. 

Elizabeth Krentz-Wee finished her year as our Intern. We have appreciated her good ministry 
among us and also having Sam with his musical talents. We welcomed Barbara Girod as our next 
Intern in August. She is a graduate of the University of Minnesota with a degree in Therapeutic 
Recreation and has been attending Lutheran Northwestern Seminary in St. Paul. 

The Walk for Hunger on Good Friday received pledges totaling more than $11,000. Many from 
Trinity participated by walking, sponsoring our walkers and by working along the Walk route. 

Sunday, May 1, the Christian Education Committee sponsored a slide presentation and 
commentary by Phil Gilinson covering his recent trip to China, with special emphasis on the 
Christian Church in China today. A Pot Luck Supper was held at 5:00 with the program starting at 
6:30. Members of the Chinese Church who worship here were also invited to attend. 

During the Lenten and Easter seasons we were fortunate to have fine musical presentations by Sam 
Wee, Valerie Warren, Donna Olson, Pamela Beane and guest violinist, Carole Todaro. Their 
performances contributed much to the spiritual atmosphere of our services. 

A new Library Committee was formed, advised by Ruth Anderson, to review our current books 
and bring suggestions for encouraging others to read what we have to offer in our church Library. 
Ruth Anderson deserves a special thank-you for devotedly handling the Library responsibilities for 
many years and continues to guide us now. The new members of the Library Committee are 
Regina Simms, Jayne Irish, Roberta Zylich and Marlene Ericson. 

On May 22, twenty-five young people were confirmed. This is an inner commitment to God to 
affirm the gifts of our Baptism and express our faith in our Lord as we continue the journey of life. 
May the love of God always keep them in His grace. 

The Evangelism Committee formed a Picture Gallery in the back of the church with a picture of 
each person or family in our congregation on a permanent display. Pictures were taken during the 
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coffee hour following the service. This project will help everyone become better acquainted with 
one other. 

On November 13 our Senior and Junior Choirs participated in the ecumenical Choir Festival at 
Trinity Church in Copley Square in Boston. There were about 600 voices in the Choir and 2000 
people in the audience listening to the powerful music that celebrated the Reformation. 

On December 18 the Junior League and Hi-League went caroling to our homebound people. They 
had a great time and provided a good service to the shut-ins who very much appreciated it. 
Refreshments and fellowship followed the carol sing. 

We were notified by the Seventh Day Adventist Church which now occupies our old church 
building in Lowell that they are planning to remodel the sanctuary. The altar painting which holds 
fond memories for many may be removed. We have been contacted to see if we want it. The 
Council suggested contacting a local museum to see if they might take the picture for historical 
purposes. Kathy Kliskey, a professional photographer, will be taking a picture of the painting for 
us to have. The cost of removing the large painting without damaging it could be very expensive. 
If we can't get someone to take the picture it will have to be disposed of. 

The Sunday School Christmas Program was another success. Jan Rhodes and Gayle Terani 
coordinated the entire program. Each child received a special home made Christmas tree ornament 
made of sea shells and a pearl, shaped in the form of an angel. This was done by Nancy Rothera. 
She has made Christmas gifts for each child for the last four years. 

A large box of Christmas gifts was delivered to the Billerica House of Correction. These were 
donated by the Social Ministry Committee. We delivered 44 pairs of mittens to the Salvation Army 
for needy children. 

Thanks to all members of our congregation who contributed so generously of household supplies 
and clothing to help our newly sponsored Cambodian family. They arrived with one small paper 
wrapped bag and the clothes on their backs - all their worldly possessions! The father and husband, 
Som An Khirv, speaks some English and understands and reads English fairly well. Dick Healy 
has - employed him in his woodworking shop and we are grateful for this. They are living in North 
Chelmsford and attending English classes at Lowell High School on a continuing basis. There are 
many challenges for this new refugee family and it is a very rewarding experience to be able to 
help them. 

There were 994 baptized members at the end of 1983, 272 being children. 

Events of 1984 

The Stewardship Committee reports the pledges for 1984 came to a little over $152,000. The 
Council approved a proposed budget to submit to the congregation of $189,127. From this amount 
$10,000 will be coming from the Planned Maintenance and Repair Fund which we already have. 
Plans for this money were presented at the Annual Meeting. One item which is a must is the 
heating system in the church. 

Starting in January, Trinity sponsored the "God and Family" program for nine and ten years old 
Cub Scouts. This program is designed to guide young people in a venture of learning about the 
relationship between Christian Faith and life. Scouts who successfully complete the program will 
earn the Religious Award. 

On March 30, the LCW traveled to the Brockton Lutheran Nursing Home for a party for home 
residents. Members sent baked good and also Beano prizes. 
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We were assigned Pat Evant to be our new Intern beginning in September. Sunday, August 19, 
was the last Sunday of Barbara Girod's internship here. It was hard to see her go as she was a 
source of sunshine and inspiration and a great asset to our ministry here. 

As in the past years many of our young people registered for the camping season at Camp 
Calumet. Our church has increased its support this year for any person attending camp to receive 
$45 toward the cost of one week. 

On Pentecost Sunday, June 10, eighteen of our young people were confirmed. On June 5 the 
Confirmation Class had a covered dish supper at the church with their families. 

The permanent frame for the 100th Anniversary Banner was constructed .by Sture Lundstedt and 
given in loving memory of her parents, Ellen and Oscar Lundberg, by Florence Lundberg. 

On Teacher Recognition Sunday June 3 following the 10:45 worship service, all the Sunday 
School and Confirmation teachers were given a dinner as a thank you for their services to the 
church this past year. The dinner was prepared by the Christian Education Committee. 

Two Adult courses were started in September. The first, "The Art of Christian Caring", was led by 
Pastor Gregory Stoddard and the second course, "Living Discipleship", was taught by Pastor Lind. 

The LCW December meeting on December 11 was the St. Lucia Festival Program. Also shown 
and explained were some of the Chrismons that adorn our Christmas tree in the church. The ladies 
from the Lutheran Church in Nashua were invited as our guests. 

A special Congregational Meeting was held on December 9 concerning the heating system in the 
church. A year ago the heating pipes developed a leak, and it was discovered that the pipes are 
badly corroded. As a result a Heating Committee was formed to recommend what should be done. 
The Committee is made up of Will Davis, Wally Alterisio, Larry Thatcher and Carl Lundstedt. 
After studying different options the recommendation is to upgrade our present heating system and 
install three additional ceiling fans. The Council recommended this plan to the congregation. The 
cost is about $10,000. The congregational approved the proposal 85-0. The Church has the funds 
available for this project. Other options would cost at least double this price. 

At the end of 1984 there were 988 baptized members of which 271 were children. 

Events of 1985 

We had a special hunger emphasis in December 1984 and January 1985. Over $1000 was given 
with matching funds up to $500 from Lutheran Brotherhood Insurance Co. All money was sent 
directly to Lutheran World Hunger Appeal for Ethiopia. 

The Lutheran Church Women participated in a Spring Retreat April 26 and 27 at the Framingham 
Retreat House. They found this a very worthwhile experience. 

After several years as our Custodian, Roman Pasinski retired. Our gratitude is extended to him for 
his service and faithfulness. He was presented a money gift during a lunch given for him. George 
Lovett of Chelmsford was named as his replacement. He is retired and a licensed electrician. 

Many from Trinity, along with Lutherans from all over New England, attended the Festival of 
Faith on April 20 at Trinity Lutheran Church in Worcester. There were five growth sessions held 
in the morning and afternoon. The day ended with celebration of the Holy Eucharist at 3:00 P.M. 

Our Boy Scout troop has been very active. They participated in the Klondike Derby at Camp 
Runels. In February they took part in the Scout Show held at Shriners Auditorium in Wilmington. 
In July the troop went to the National Jamboree in Fort AP Hill in Virginia. They stayed at Bolling 
AFB and visited Washington, D.C. They raised the money for the trip by various projects. 
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On Sunday, April 14, the 300th Anniversary of Johan Sebastian Bach's birth was celebrated. His 
music had a profound effect on churches and people throughout the world. After a covered dish 
supper, a film was shown that was produced by the Lutheran Church. This was sponsored by the 
Worship and Music Committee and the Education Committee. 

Pat Evant's term as Vicar was completed in August. Her last Sunday was August 18 and she 
returned to Seminary for her last year. Imogene Stulken became our new Intern beginning in 
September. She has just completed her studies at Andover-Newton Theological Seminary. She is 
married and lives in Tewksbury. 

May 19 after the second service all teachers and families were honored at a luncheon as a way of 
thanking them for their dedication and great service in the ministry of the church. There are over 
40 people involved in teaching positions in Sunday School and Confirmation including the 
substitutes. The Sunday School Superintendent, Virginia Frattarola, has done an outstanding job 
coordinating the educational ministry. 

As always, the Easter music was beautiful. The joy and spiritual uplift we receive from the Choirs 
is meaningful for us all. Thanks are due to Nancy Eberiel, our Organist, and Diane Destrempe, our 
Choir Director. 

On June 9, seventeen young people were confirmed. A reception in their honor was held following 
the service.  

The Synod Convention was held May 30 - June 1 at Hilton Hotel in Hartford, Conn. Our delegates 
were Connie Frank, Bob Beltz, Vicar Pat Evant and Pastor Lind. 

About seventy-five attended the adult course "Living Discipleship" taught by Pastor Lind. 

Trinity received a bequest of $5,000 from the Mildred Salomonson estate. We are very grateful to 
her for remembering her church, which she dearly loved, in her will. 

As a result of our Stewardship drive, pledges of $162,000 for 1986 were received. 

At it's June meeting the Church Council voted to join the Ethnic Covenant, based on a 
recommendation from the Social Ministry Committee. The Ethnic Covenant began a few years ago 
with a mission to address racism in Lowell. It has branched out into several other social concerns - 
unfair rents and low cost housing in particular. The Covenant is church based with nearly all the 
churches in the Lowell area involved. Annual dues for each church are based on the size of the 
congregation - ours will be $500. It was felt that this is an excellent opportunity to join forces with 
other churches to work on some of the serious social issues of our community. Our delegates are 
Alan Teubner and Carl Much. 

For the past two years the Worship and Music Committee has been working toward getting a set of 
English hand bells for Trinity Lutheran. They were able to reach the financial goal in September 
and the order was placed for the purchase of the bells. They arrived in time to be used at 

Christmas Eve services and added much to the program. Tom Smith is the Hand bell Choir 
Director. 

The church looked beautiful again this year for the Christmas season. Thanks to those who 
decorated and also to the Krause family for donating the lovely tree. 

At the end of 1985 there were 998 baptized members, 262 being children. 
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Events of 1986 

January 19 all Jr. and Hi Leaguers met at the church at 3:00 to go to the Pine Street Inn to serve 
supper. Pine Street Inn is a home for the homeless in Boston. They were given a tour of the Inn 
with an explanation of the services given to the homeless in Boston. 

The church purchased an IBM Computer with Word Processing for the Church Office. The use of 
the computer is well underway. 

Trinity received $82,500 from the Elin Ohlson estate to be applied to our mortgage at the Central 
Savings Bank according to the instructions of the will. It is a great blessing that Elin remembered 
our church in such a generous way and we are thankful that the Ohlson's stewardship included 
Trinity in the will. 

Our congregation has been partially supporting Rev. and Mrs. Goldstein working in Peru among 
the Quechua Indians. Their term in Peru has ended and they have returned to the United States. 
The Church Council selected another missionary and family for us to support - Rev. and Mrs. Gary 
Miller in Madras, India. Rev. Miller serves as a Pastor/Counselor with the Church of So. India. We 
are glad to have the privilege of helping spread God's Word in this manner. 

The New England Synod Convention was held May 29-31 at the Hilton Hotel in Lowell. Our 
delegates were Donna Fraser and Bob Beltz. Over 400 people attended the business sessions. 
There were about 30 volunteers from Trinity who performed various tasks. There was a special 
Service of Ordination Friday, May 30, at the Immaculate Conception Church. Many from our 
Choir sang at the Ordination. 

Vacation Bible School was held August 4-8. The theme was "God's People in Bible Times". 

Sixteen young people were confirmed on Pentecost Sunday, May 18. The Hi Leaguers provided a 
special cake for the confirmands. 

Imogene Stulken's term as Intern was finished in August. Our new Intern, Stephen Weisser, 
arrived in September. He attended Lutheran Seminary in Philadelphia and is newly married. 

Ruth Anderson was honored at our April 20 worship service by the members of the Library 
Committee for her long and faithful service to the Library of our church. 

The annual Walk for Hunger was a big success. The money was more than doubled from last year. 
Pledges totaled $22,000 and Trinity's share was $1534. 

On June 1, Peter Kise, Sunday School Superintendent, and all teachers were honored at a luncheon 
with gratitude for their dedication. 

Our Custodian, George Lovett, resigned for health reasons. The position was filled over the 
summer months by a college student. Marlene Cole, a former member of Trinity, was named as 
new Custodian. 

Our Choir Director, Diane Destrempe, took a year’s leave of absence, and Imogene Stulken, 
consented to become our Senior and Junior Choir Director in her absence. She also assisted in 
putting a greater emphasis on our Shepherding Program, making visitations and helping to get the 
new Fellowship Committee started. 

Effective October 12, Nancy Eberiel resigned as Church Organist after being our Organist for 
twelve years. She was presented an engraved, brass music stand from the congregation as a way of 
showing our appreciation of all she has done for us. Imogene Stulken, our Choir Director for this 
year, will also be the Organist temporarily. 
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There were several projects completed during the year: four new oak tables for Communion were 
made by Stanley Glod and are in the church; new wooden racks for envelopes in the pews were 
made by Sture Lundstedt; a new Baptismal Banner which will hang by the Baptismal Font was 
woven beautifully by Anne Bernella; new Library shelves and light were put in by Stanley Glod 
with Memorial monies; new lights for the parking lot; and the church received a 19 inch TV and a 
VCR with a stand in memory of Clarence Cunningham. 

A celebration was held in honor of Pastor Lind's 25th Ordination Anniversary with Pastor White 
preaching and Donald Johnson, Assistant to the Bishop, participating and giving greetings. A 
reception was held after the worship service with refreshments and humorous skits and a fashion 
show organized by Ellie Olson. A gift of $1400 was presented to Pastor Lind. A very enjoyable 
time was had by all. 

There were 972 baptized members at the end of 1986 of which 253 were children. 

Events of 1987 

Paul Carlson began as our new Organist on March 15. He has a BM in piano from Gordon College 
and a Music Masters from Boston University. For the past year and a half he served as 
Organist/Choir Director at Our Savior Lutheran Church in Topsfield, MA. 

Our congregation partially supports missionaries by giving $3,000 toward their salary. This year 
we selected Rev. Theodore and Jane Leidenfrost who are serving in Liberia. 

Twelve young people were confirmed on Sunday, May 31. Following the service a reception was 
held by the Lutheran Church Women in honor of the confirmands. 

Our Choir Director, Imogene Stulken, announced that her last day with us would be May 24. She 
has accepted a position doing interim ministry at Faith Lutheran in Quincy. 

The Church Council approved the following proposals for improvements needed in the church and 
the work was completed: a new telephone system with two lines to the church and an intercom 
installed, new carpeting in the old educational wing and the big room. 
A special congregational meeting was held on 7/12/1987 to approve additional maintenance 
expenses ($6000 for the parking lot, $11000 for new carpeting in the Educational Building and 
$20,000 for brickwork on the outside of the church. 
Stephen Weisser's term as Intern ended in August and we were sorry, to see him and his wife 
leave. Our new Intern arrived in September. He is Thomas Gable. He graduated from Yale 
Divinity School in May and was married in August to Kathryn Gulbranson who was a classmate at 
Yale. 

Diane Destrempe was welcomed back as our Choir Director after a leave of absence of one year. 

The result of the Stewardship Campaign for 1988 is a pledged amount of $165,000. We made the 
goal of $15,000 for an Assistant Pastor. 
The congregation fell about $10,000 short of the anticipated pledge to support the ELCA "One in 
Mission" appeal to start new congregations. 
At the end of the year there were 985 baptized members, 270 of them being children. 
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1987 TLC Statistical Data 
> Baptized - 19 
> Confirmed - 12 
> New members -  
> Weddings - 12 
> Funerals - 12 
> Avg Sunday Attendance - 240 Spring and Fall, 164 during Summer 
> Avg Sunday Sch Attendance 
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