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TIMOTHY’S 

EPISTLE 

 

November 2023 

 Timothy Lutheran Church   Church Office—  770 928-2812 

 556 Arnold Mill Road    Preschool—  770 924-7995 

 Woodstock, GA  30188    Timothy’s Cupboard— 770 591-5515 

 www.tlcwoodstock.org    email:  timothylutheran@comcast.net 

                     DATES TO REMEMBER 
  Nov. 5   FALL BACK—Set your clocks back 1 hour 

     12:30 pm—Voter’s Meeting after a light lunch 

  Nov. 12  VETERANS DAY 

  Nov. 18  10 am LWML Mtg. 

  Nov. 20—24   NO SCHOOL—Thanksgiving Break 

 

     MONTHLY ACTIVITIES    

Sunday’s   8:30, 11 am– SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 

Sunday’s   9:45 am—Adult Bible Classes /Sunday School 

Tuesday’s   6:15 pm—Handbells Practice 

Wednesday’s   10 am—Word on Wednesday Bible Study / Pastor 

    5:30 pm—Confirmation Class  

Friday’s   12 Noon—4 pm—Card Playing 

Watch our services live (8:30 am) or On Demand at 

www.tlcwoodstock.org  
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Pastor’s Corner 

Rev. Daniel 

Brammeier 

Calendar year. Church year. 

We celebrated another anniversary of the Reformation and the “restoration” that we are saved by God’s grace in 
Jesus Christ alone, through faith in Christ alone. Children have loaded up on candy as they “trick or treated”. The 
prices on costumes and Halloween paraphernalia in stores are drastically marked down. What else has happened in 
stores, and was happening way before Halloween? Yes, Christmas has been around for a while. Now, especially 
after Halloween, stores will be all about Christmas, which is still weeks away! 

In the church year we still have to end one Church Year and get through the season of Advent to get to the 12-day 
Christmas season. Coming off the heels of Reformation we celebrate All Saints Day (usually the Sunday after No-
vember 1) and take time to remember Christian saints who have died in the faith over the past year. We are 
counting down to the end of the church year which takes place at the end of November and we’re preparing for 
Jesus’ birth with the season of Advent. 

As people living in the world, we are creatures governed by two different calendars, the secular and the Christian. 
The secular calendar governs the way we work and when we go to school. At this time of the calendar year our soci-
ety pushes its commercial values on us. Conversely, the Christian calendar governs what we do in church and keeps 
us focused on what’s important, that in the church it’s still all about Jesus.  

The Christian calendar is divided into “Times” and “Seasons.” We are still in “The TIME of the Church,” the second 
half of the church year that focuses on the establishment and growth of Jesus’ church. This is the season of 
“Pentecost” which spans half the church year.  

We will be in the new church year and “The TIME of Christmas,” which is divided into THREE SEASONS, Advent 
Christmas, and Epiphany.  After Epiphany we move to the “TIME of Easter,” that’s divided in TWO SEASONS, “Lent” 
and “Easter.”  

The times and seasons of the first half of the year focus our attention on the coming Christ, who he is and why he 
had to come—Jesus had to come to save us. Advent and Lent are penitential seasons that lead us to ponder the 
coming of Christ FOR US. Christmas and Easter give us the incarnate, crucified (Holy Week) and risen Savior. Epipha-
ny gives us time to see the Son of God “made manifest” (the very meaning of the Greek “Epiphany”). 

As Christians we live “in the world” but are not “of the world” (John 17:16). We are looking forward to a different 
place where we will live with God and with all who have gone before in the faith (Hebrews 11:13-16). In the words 
of the hymn, “Heaven is My Home!” 

What’s the point of all this? We need to realize that while we live in the world and follow the secular calendar, we 
have the church calendar that focuses us on our real home in heaven and how God has made it possible for us to 
enter that heavenly home through Jesus Christ. Yes, we take time to remember, “It’s still all about Jesus.” 

Pastor B 
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Preschool News 

Kristin Freeman,  
Preschool  
Director 

ECE Mission and 

Ministry State-

ment 

At Timothy Lu-
theran Preschool, 
we believe that 
“children are a 
gift from God; 
they are His re-
ward.” (Psalm 
127:3) 

Timothy Lutheran 
Preschool is a 
ministry of Timo-
thy Lutheran 
Church.  Its mis-
sion is to serve 
children and fami-
lies by sharing Je-
sus’ love with 
them through an 
academically ex-
cellent Christian 
Education in a 
safe, loving envi-
ronment. 

Greetings! 

 I am so thankful for the month of November and the opportunity to showcase 
the many hands that help to make our preschool ministry shine each week. So many 
people help to make our program a place where love grows, and we could not sustain 
this for 38 years without them! 

--To the ECE Board-- for their passion and commitment to this ministry. Roberta 
Port and Suzanne Forman for serving as Co-Chairs, and Terri Greer, Nancy Bulger and 
Heidi Brammeier for serving on the committee. I appreciate your time, energy and ad-
vice in allowing the ECE program to thrive.  

-- To the staff of 15 wonderful, amazing women of God who serve these chil-
dren each day with love and compassion. Becky, Laura, Vic, Isa, Jen, MaryAnne, Evelyn, 
Carmen, Melissa, Caleigh, Christy, Tara, Jessica, Maria and Barb-- we are blessed by your 
gifts of teaching children in such a loving and Christian way and preparing them for their 
future. 

-- To the Trustees and those that help beautify the grounds. There is always 
something that needs to be fixed or adjusted with over 75 people in the building every 
day and they always do such a wonderful job of responding to my concerns and ques-
tions. Thank you to all of our Trustees for your support of the facility which allows our 
preschool to serve the Woodstock community.  

-- To Pastor B for his passion and willingness to be open to new ideas and ad-
ventures for the preschool. We are blessed to have such a leader with a heart for the 
little ones and for his leadership with this ministry.  

- To this congregation at Timothy Lutheran Church for listening to God’s call to 
place such a loving and wonderful preschool program in the Woodstock community 38 
years ago and to continue to help it grow and thrive each year. We are able to do minis-
try with 76 families, serving 88 students each week, with over half of those children 
attending our program 5-days a week. Five days a week they are listening, learning and 
playing in God’s Word! What a glorious testament to “making disciples”!  

 

 -- And above all else, to Jesus for his mercy and grace and bringing so many 
wonderful little children to this very special place. God is good!  

 

May you have a month full of blessings and love and continue to keep this wonderful 
ECE program in your prayers.  

  

Grace and Peace to you! 

Ms. Kristin 
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Preschool Happenings 

 

November 15 & 16 School-wide Thanksgiving Activity 

November 20-24  No School: Thanksgiving Break 

 

 

 

Staff Spotlight: 

 

Name:  Jessica Leonard 

Class: 3-day 2’s assistant 

Years at Timothy:  This is my first year! 

Birthday: March 21 

Where did you grow up: Lake Mary, Florida 

Who lives in your House: my husband and 3 kids—Cade (13), Emma (9) and 
Cash (5) 

Favorite Food: any type of salad 

If you could have dinner with someone famous, who would it be: Will Ferrell 

Favorite Place to Vacation: the beach 

Why do you like teaching at Timothy Lutheran Preschool? It truly feels like a family from the moment 
you walk through the doors.  

You may have been wondering what that painted rock out front is 

all about… it’s our very own “Spirit Rock” for Timothy Lutheran 

Preschool. Many area schools have launched these fun and deco-

rative rocks as a fundraiser for their schools, and while we are 

working on improving our playground for the children, we joined 

in on the fun! Our parents and congregation members are able to 

“rent the rock” for a small fee of $15 and decorate it for their chil-

dren. All monies collected from the Spirit Rock will be used to-

wards our playground improvement project. Sign up at https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b45abaf2aaafa7-the to rent the 

rock for your family. 

 

Fundraiser: Spirit Rock! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b45abaf2aaafa7-the
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b45abaf2aaafa7-the
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Thank you to all who took part in the Reformation celebration, it was well attended, the food was great (we have so 
many great chefs in the congregation) and the kids enjoyed the great weather playing in the bounce houses.   

Please remember to collect your food container if left in the kitchen.   

There will be a light lunch served with the Voters' meeting on Sunday, November 5th after the second service. 

There will NOT be a 2nd Sunday potluck in November.  We are currently looking for Boards to sponsor Advent meals in 
December (6th, 13th, 20th).  Please contact Christy Hopewell (christykhopewell@gmail.com) if you are interested in 
sponsoring an Advent meal.   

A Hymn Story.  Now Thank We All Our God 

 

Author:                  Martin Rinkart.  1586 – 1649 

Tune composer:   Johann Cruger   1598 - 1662 

English translater : Catherine Winkworth.   1827 – 1878 

Scripture reference: Psalm 147 

Martin Rinkart lived in Eilenberg Saxony, Germany. At the age of 31, he became a Lutheran pastor in his home town of 
Eilenberg. He began his ministry just as the dreadful bloodshed of the Thirty Years War (1618 – 1648) began. By 1637, 
the Plague was particularly severe. Being the only remaining pastor, in the city, he often conducted forty to fifty funer-
al services daily. 

The tune for this hymn was written by Johann Cruger, Germany’s finest and most prolific composer of the 17th century.  

The first stanza of the hymn is a general expression of gratitude to God for His “countless gifts of love.” The second 
verse is a petition for God’s continued care and keeping, with perhaps just a suggested  hint of Rinkart’s own personal 
hardships, ”Guide us when perplexed, ,and free us from all ills”. The final stanza is a grand doxology of praise to the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit “ the one eternal God”. 

Portions of this biography are taken from the book 101 Hymn Stories written by Kenneth W. Osbeck by Kregel Publica-
tions. 

mailto:christykhopewell@gmail.com
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SOCIAL MINISTRY BOARD –– November 2023 
Serving Jesus by serving the least (based on Matthew 25:40) 

 
Our purpose is to address the immediate, one-time hardships of people living in Cherokee County, 

specifically with essential, necessary expenses.  We also work with similar organizations in  

Cherokee County or the larger community.   

 

2023-2024 Assistance Recap: 

As of 10/24/23 we have served the community as follows: 

3 requests approved – utility bill; rent; other 

4 declined 

2 pending 

0 referred out 

9 incomplete/inadequate documentation received or no further response from applicant  

         18 total requests 
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NOT in VAIN 

“As God’s fellow workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain.”  (2 Corinthians 6:1). 

God’s grace is poured out on us daily and abundantly.  Daily we rejoice in our baptisms through which God’s grace 

makes us His children.  Sunday after Sunday we celebrate the Easter message of God’s grace made available to us 

through the suffering and victory of His Son.  His grace is given to our physical as well as our spiritual beings as He 

provides “our daily bread,” including “everything that has to do with the support and needs of the body” (Martin 

Luther). 

How is it possible that we could receive this grace in vain?  When we ignore the Giver of this grace, when we use His 

gifts for our own good rather than in service to others, and when we attribute our gifts, our abilities, our successes 

to ourselves, then we receive God’s grace in vain.  

In chapter 11 of 2 Corinthians, the Apostle Paul listed the trials and tribulations he experienced as a servant of 

Christ.  At the end of this recitation, he wrote, “If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weak-

ness” (verse 30).  Later on, he added, “For when I am weak, then I am strong”  (2 Corinthians 12:10). 

The life of good stewardship cannot be accomplished on our own.  Such an attempt not only is doomed to failure, 

but demonstrates our receiving “God’s grace in vain.”  Stewardship that pleases God results when we, in response 

to His grace in our lives, use all the gifts He has given us to serve Him by serving others.  Let it be our prayer that we 

will be ever grateful for the grace of God in our lives and ever eager to give it all we’ve got as we respond in loving 

service and generous giving.  

Read James 1:27 and 2:14-26.  How does James urge you to live under God’s grace? 

Prayer:  Dear Heavenly Father, You have given Your grace without measure, Your love unconditionally, and Your 

blessings without end.  Help us to receive Your gifts and use them in our work. Amen. 

 

LADIES LUNCH BUNCH will meet on November 28, 2023, at 

11:30 am.  Location will be Maple Street Biscuit Company in 

Towne Lake.  Please sign up on the bulletin board.  Bring a 

friend.  
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Timothy Lutheran is hosting its third annual gingerbread house decorating event!  Come fellowship with us and dec-
orate a premade gingerbread house.  Please sign up for each participant that will be decorating a house so we have 
the correct amount of houses.  Suggested ages are 2-12 or 65+.  A sign up is required, please use the sign-up genius 
OR the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board.  A donation sign-up is also available on the bulletin board. 

 

https://rb.gy/3zsdw  

https://rb.gy/3zsdw
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Christian Education 

“Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the word with all eager-
ness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so” 

– Acts 17:11 

Enduring Faith Bible Study Study of Galatians 

Adults, Youth, and Children are invited to 
join Pastor B in the Sanctuary for an 
opening 

Each age group then has a breakout session 
for 30 minutes then followed by a short 
closing in the Sanctuary with Pastor B 

  

Upcoming Lessons 

11/05/2023 

God Provides for Elijah 

11/12/2023 

Elijah and the Prophets of Baal 

11/19/2023 

Elijah is taken to Heaven 

11/26/2023 

Naaman and Elisha 

Study of St. Paul’s Letter to the Galatians 
continues in the Fellowship Hall 

Led by Lee Clark 

Need a Lutheran Study Bible? Please let us 
know and we can provide one! 

Upcoming Events Sunday School Offering 

Christmas Program – 12/17/2023 

Practice starts on 11/12/2023 

Contact Christy Hopewell for details 

  

Thanks to everyone for the continued giving! 

"But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be 
called their God, for he has prepared for them a city." 

-Hebrews 11:16 

“The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.” 

-Isaiah 40:8 
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The Next Meeting 

November 18 @ 10 a.m. 

“Introduction to Handbells” 

Have you ever wondered:  How do they know which bell to play? How do they make those interest-

ing sounds? Are bells the only instruments on the table?  

Do you need to be able to read music to play? 

If you have ever asked these questions, join us for the answers. 

 

LWML will be collecting yarn for rug makers in Zambia. Any kind, any amount.  
 

 

 

 

 

Help Wanted 

LWML will again be hosting a cookie sale at the Craft Fair, 
and . . . we need cookies. 

Please get out your favorite recipes and bake a batch (or 
2 or 3 ) and bring to church on Nov  29 or 30 9 am to 2 

pm. 
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Food Bank Ministry Board: November 2023 TLC Epistle 
 

Timothy’s Cupboard – Status Update 

The timing for restructuring (downsizing) Timothy’s Cupboard food bank operation has been set for Wednesday, Novem-

ber 1st.  Changes to the enabled retail store donation pick-ups (Walmart, Sam's Club, Target stores and BJ's) will be imple-

mented by that date.  The vision for the updated food bank operation format includes a single day (Mondays) for 

"stocking" and only one day (Tuesdays) open to clients.  We are planning to modify (extend) the food bank “open” hours 

for clients to incorporate (merge) Thursday’s clients to Tuesdays. 

At this point, we will continue to target Fridays to receive deliveries from ACFB.  Each ACFB delivery has a minimum 4,000

-pound weight, so volunteers will be needed on those Fridays to help sort and store (shelf) the delivered items. 

This does not mean there won’t be any work on other days.  There are still tasks that will need to be done: 

Assembling the dry boxes for the clients (coming on Tuesdays). 

Reporting enabled retail store donations (poundage), and monthly summary reports. 

Placing orders with ACFB – must meet minimum 4,000 pounds for delivery 

Shopping at local stores for food items not available in ACFB inventory. 

Sorting and storing purchased items ordered from ACFB that currently are delivered on Fridays (averaging every third 

week or more frequently as we are headed into the holiday season). 

Other activities or tasks. 

There is an urgent need to establish / identify volunteers for these tasks. 

We are slowly progressing to migrate client information from hard paper files to digital format utilizing Oasis Insight soft-

ware (web-based / cloud- based).  Digital migration will likely take some extended period unless a willing volunteer comes 

forward to take full responsibility to focus their volunteer work on this task.  

 

Timothy’s Cupboard Results through September 2023 

The table below highlights the results of the first nine months of 2023.   

The results of the first nine months continue to look promising to be better than the past two years, but still below 

the performance of previous years (between 2018 and 2020). 

The extrapolated forecast is close to 77% of any of those years. 

 

 



 14 

As expected, the month-to-month results of 2023 seem to be fluctuating with no definitive pattern. 
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Kids Joyful Praise 

Please  gather near the piano in the sanctuary, on Sunday, No-

vember 26 at 9:25 am to practice songs that offer praise to our 

God, for approximately 20 minutes, just before Sunday School 

begins at 9:45 am.  We will meet monthly on the 4th Sunday of 

each month.  If you have any questions, contact Marlene 

Snyder. 

 

TLC Endowment Fund 
A gift to Timothy’s Endowment Fund provides permanent funding to Timothy’s Long Range Planning missions, 

shorterm funding to missions and ministries designted by the congregation, or if you prefer, a gift can be custom-

ized to benefit God’s ministry.   

For additional information contact  a member of the Endowment Fund Committee:  Frank Plunkett, Faye Wiese, 

Fran Holcomb, Amy Brown.  

Bounty of thanks 
 

We thank thee, Lord, for the glory of the late days and the excellent face 
of thy sun. We thank thee for good news received. We thank thee for 
the pleasures we have enjoyed and for those we have been able to con-
fer. 

And now, when the clouds gather and the rain impends over the forest 
and our house, permit us not to be cast down; let us not lose the savor 
of past mercies and past pleasures; but, like the voice of a bird singing in 
the rain, let grateful memory survive in the hour of darkness. If there be 
in front of us any painful duty, strengthen us with the grace of courage; 
if any act of mercy, teach us tenderness and patience. 

          —Robert Louis Stevenson 
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Thanksgiving humor 
 

Need to lighten the mood at your holiday dinner table? Share some laughter with these Thanksgiving-themed jokes. 

Why did the turkey decline dessert?  
Because it was stuffed. 

Why did the turkey cross the road twice? 
To prove he wasn’t a chicken. 

What smells the best at Thanksgiving dinner? 
Your nose. 

Why didn’t the chef season the turkey? 
There wasn’t enough thyme. 

Why did the turkey leave the band? 
People were fighting over the drumsticks. 

Take time to recharge 
 

“Then Jesus said, ‘Let’s go off by ourselves to a quiet place and rest awhile.’ He said this because there were so many people 
coming and going that Jesus and his apostles didn’t even have time to eat” (Mark 6:31, NLT). Can you relate? Especially dur-
ing the holidays, we’re “coming and going” so much that we often run out of steam. 

As an introvert, I learned an important lesson while navigating a busy graduation season for my son. I was happy to host a 
celebration for family and friends, but about 20 minutes into the party, fatigue clouded my spirit. My social battery was emp-
ty and desperately needed charging. 

I sought out my cousin — who “gets” me — and admitted I needed a break. He kindly replied, “Then go into another room 
and just be. We’ve got things covered.” I was heard and assured that it was okay to press pause. Even Jesus and his disciples 
sought privacy and rest. 

In what ways do you need a break today? Even if you’re an extrovert, how can you care for your whole self during the holi-
day rush? Pay attention and give yourself permission to proactively recharge your battery. 
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11/3 Russell Broekemeier 

11/4 Laura Butler 

11/9 Jim Taylor 

11/10  Steve Armbrust 

11/13 Mike Parnow 

11/13—Brian Howe 

11/14  Megan Ericksen 

11/15 Frank Walker 

11/16 Chris Morrison 

11/16—Marlene Snyder 

11/16 Teresa Jarmick 

11/16  Amanda Butler 

11/17 Eric Symonds 

11/18 Sam Black 

11/19 Frank Beiner 

11/19 Logan Erbe 

11/22 Landon Blackwell 

11/122 Sena Fostvedt 

11/25 Lois Moody 

11/27 Jennifer Greenblat 

11/27 Nate Ericksen 

11/3 Pete & Terri Greer 

11/17—Jack & Suzanne Forman 

11/22 John & Karen Hornberger 

11/23 Scott & Erika Carden 

11/25 Tom && Cyndy Ganschol 

11/26  Mark & Lois Niss 
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Kid’s Corner 
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