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TIMOTHY’S 

EPISTLE 

 

September 2023 

 Timothy Lutheran Church   Church Office—  770 928-2812 

 556 Arnold Mill Road    Preschool—  770 924-7995 

 Woodstock, GA  30188    Timothy’s Cupboard— 770 591-5515 

 www.tlcwoodstock.org    email:  timothylutheran@comcast.net 

                     DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

  Sept. 4    Labor Day—OFFICE CLOSED, NO ECE CLASSES 

  Sept. 10   Noon—2nd Sunday Pot Luck Lunch 

  Sept. 18-22   Fall Break—No ECE Classes 

   MONTHLY ACTIVITIES    

Sunday’s   8:30, 11 am– SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 

Sunday’s   9:45 am—Adult Bible Classes /Sunday School 

Tuesday’s   6:15 pm—Handbells Practice 

Wednesday’s   10 am—Word on Wednesday Bible Study / Pastor 

    5:30 pm—Confirmation Class  

Friday’s   12 Noon—4 pm—Card Playing 

Watch our services live (8:30 am) or On Demand at 

www.tlcwoodstock.org  
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Pastor’s Corner 

 

Rev. Daniel 

Brammeier 

In our day and age, we can open our cell phones to get the 
latest headline “news”. There may be the odd headline 
that is positive, but most of the time the news is very 
gloomy. We read and hear about the recent devastating 
fires on the Hawaiian island of Maui, or tropical storm Hil-
lary that brought massive flooding to southern California. 
People debate the causes of global warming and the cata-
strophic affect it might have on the earth’s environment 
soon. There’s war in Ukraine.  

It seems like the world is in turmoil and because of this 
some people ask me if I think we are in the “end times” 
just before Jesus’ return. I happily respond to the ques-
tion, “Sure, of course we’re in the “end times,” and we 
have been ever since Jesus ascended into heaven some 
two thousand years ago.” People look at me not quite un-
derstanding the answer and say, “But are we getting close 
to the time of Jesus imminent return?” I honestly respond 
that no one knows when Jesus will return because of what 
Jesus said in Matthew 13:32, “But concerning that day or 
that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, 
nor the Son, but only the Father. “ 

The Bible does talk about a time called “Satan’s little sea-
son,” mentioned in Revelation 20:7-8, when Satan would 
be released to cause havoc among God’s elect just before 
the return of Christ. John writes, “7 And when the thou-
sand years are ended, Satan will be released from his pris-
on 8 and will come out to deceive the nations that are at 
the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather 
them for battle; their number is like the sand of the sea.” 
Again, I cannot say we are in that time now. 

The problem that causes the question, “Are we in the “end 
times” yet?” is the popularized fictional books entitled 
“Left Behind.”  A series of books written by Tim LaHaye 
and Jerry B Jenkins that were made into movies. LaHaye 
and Jenkins are proponents of what is known as 
“Premillennial Dispensationalism.” This theological system 
was invented by John Nelson Darby in the early eighteenth 
century and had never been heard of in Christianity before 
that. The Scofield Study Bible relies heavily on the 
“dispensational” system. The best way to explain 
“Dispensationalism” is in the diagrams at the end of this  

           “Are we in the “end times” yet?” 

darticle. The definition of a “dispensation” is “A dis-

pensation is defined as "a period of time during which 

man is tested in respect to his obedience to some spe-

cific revelation of the will of God." 

Dispensationalism is completely unbiblical and a false 
teaching. It is a convoluted theological system that 
does not rely on Jesus as the sole and total redeemer 
of the world and looks for ways to give people “second 
chances” at redemption through their obedience in 
the different times of dispensation. It is not about Je-
sus’ gracious work on the cross for sinful humanity, 
but about how “obedient” people can be in re-
sponse to God’s “dispensations.” 

The Bible never mentions a “secret” return of Jesus 
and a “rapture” of just a few people leaving behind 
pilotless airplanes as LaHaye and Jenkins write 
about. When Jesus spoke about his return it was 
always in glory and for all humanity to know about.  

Dispensationalism disregards the Biblical teaching 
about the church and places emphasis on Jews be-
ing God’s, regardless of faith in Jesus Christ. This is 
something I addressed recently in a series of ser-
mons on Paul’s letter to the Romans, specifically 
Romans chapters 9 through 11. Paul eloquently and 
pointedly writes that only those with faith in Jesus 
Christ will be saved, “If you confess with your 
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is justi-
fied, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 
11 For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in 
him will not be put to shame.” 12 For there is no dis-
tinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is 
Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on 
him.” Romans 10:9-12. Just being a physical descend-
ant of Abraham doesn’t make a person a child of God. 
Faith in Jesus Christ does, “27 For as many of you as 
were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There 
is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave[g] nor 
(Cont. on Page 7) 
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Preschool News 

Kristin Freeman,  
Preschool  
Director 

ECE Mission 

and Ministry 

Statement 

At Timothy Lu-
theran Pre-
school, we be-

lieve that 
“children 
are a gift 
from God; 
they are His 
re-

ward.” (Psalm 
127:3) 

Timothy Lutheran 
Preschool is a 
ministry of Timo-
thy Lutheran 

Hello from our sweet little Preschool, 

We started off our 2022-23 school year with a bang on Monday, August 14th with 88 

little ones joining our program for this year. We are so grateful for the families that have 

entrusted us with the care of their little ones each day and for the opportunity to share 

the peace, love and joy of Jesus with them every weekday! God is good! Check out our 

pictures from the first weeks of school to see smiling, happy faces—from students, par-

ents and teachers! 

The classrooms are decorated with lots of color and love and the teachers have wel-

comed new students with open hearts and minds. We really do have a fabulous staff of 

Christian women ministering to these little lambs each day. I hope to share a little bit 

about each one of them as the year progresses, so return to the Epistle each month to 

find out! Our first staff spotlight is a new face, Isabela Black, who also happens to be a 

parent in our program to a 2-year-old, Luke, and a church member as well! Ms. Isa is 

assisting in the 3’s classroom with Ms. Vic. We are so glad to have her on staff with us! 

In September we will be holding a “Preschool Sale” with some of our extra items of toys, 

books and educational materials that we no longer have a need for or storage space to 

hold. Items will be a “freewill donation” with all monies collected to benefit our 

“Playground Improvement Project”. We also have the “Spirit Rock” fundraiser for our 

preschool and church families to “rent” for the week and they can decorate for their 

child. The Sign-Up Genius link for the Spirit Rock is https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/8050B45ABAF2AAAFA7-the#/ . All monies for the spirit rock will also benefit the Play-

ground Improvement Project.  

Our parking lot is full in the mornings as we welcome parents to our program, and you 

can always find Pastor B (and some days Scruffy and Scrappy) out in the parking lot shar-

ing the peace, love and joy of Jesus with them. It is a glorious sight to see God’s love in 

action each morning! Please continue to lift this ministry up in your prayers as we take 

each day God hands us and we share His love with the little ones of the Woodstock com-

munity.  

Grace and Peace, 

Ms. Kristin 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B45ABAF2AAAFA7-the#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B45ABAF2AAAFA7-the#/
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Preschool Calendar: 

September 4   No School: Labor Day 

September 7 & 8  Preschool “Sale”- Playground Fundraiser 

September 11   ECE Board Meeting 4:30 p.m. 

 September 18-22  No School: Fall Break 

    September 25 & 28  Speech and Language Screenings 

 

 

Staff Spotlight: 

 

Name:  Isabela Black 

Class: 3’s- M/W/F with Ms. Vic 

Years at Timothy:  1 

Birthday: January 29th  

Where did you grow up: Brazil 

Who lives in your House: Me, husband Henry, son Luke, and mother-in-law 

Favorite Food: Brazilian food and ice cream 

 If you could have dinner with someone famous, who would it be: Taylor Swift 

Favorite Place to Vacation: Beach and visiting family in Brazil 

Why do you like teaching at Timothy Lutheran Preschool? 

I feel that it’s a gift from God coming here and learning so much with this amazing staff. I was very nervous but when the 

first day was over, I felt complete and happy to be a part of this team. Helping the little ones and seeing their growth is a 

true blessing.  

You may have been wondering what that painted rock out front is 

all about… it’s our very own “Spirit Rock” for Timothy Lutheran 

Preschool. Many area schools have launched these fun and deco-

rative rocks as a fundraiser for their schools, and while we are 

working on improving our playground for the children, we joined 

in on the fun! Our parents and congregation members are able to 

“rent the rock” for a small fee of $15 and decorate it for their chil-

dren. All monies collected from the Spirit Rock will be used to-

wards our playground improvement project. Sign up at https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b45abaf2aaafa7-the to rent the 

rock for your family. 

 

Fundraiser: Spirit Rock! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b45abaf2aaafa7-the
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b45abaf2aaafa7-the
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(Pastor’s Article Cont.) 

free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's 
offspring, heirs according to promise. Galatians 3:27-29 

Over centuries Christians have debated what the 1000 years stands for in Revelation 20:7. Many today take it as Christ’s 
return to establish an earthly kingdom for a literal 1000 years, then he will enact the final judgment. This is called 
“Millennialism,” and again, doesn’t agree with other parts of scripture where Jesus specifically said his kingdom is not of 
this world (see John 18:36). 

As we approach scripture, we need to remember that not everything should be taken literally. The Bible does contain 
symbolic and figurative language. Jesus said in Mattthew 5:30, “And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and 
throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body go into hell.” If this were tak-
en literally no one would have a right hand!! Jesus is using a figure of speech called “hyperbole” or exaggeration to show 
that we sin a lot and need his forgiveness. In the same way prophetic books of the Bible use symbolism. We need to dis-
tinguish in the Bible what is reported speech, what is figurative and what is symbolic. This in no way deters from the Bi-
ble literally being God’s Word. When Jesus said, “This is my body,” as reported speech it must be taken at face value that 
his body is present in the sacrament (there are those who take it figuratively and believe Jesus body is not present in the 
sacrament). 

The book of Revelation is a book of prophecy and as such uses lots of figurative and symbolic language. It is better to take 
the 1000 years of Revelation 20:7 and representative of the time of the church from Jesus’ Ascension to the public Sec-
ond Coming. 10 is a significant number in scripture and stands for “completeness.” 10 squared is 1000, meaning the total 
time from Jesus Ascension to his second coming. 

As we are in the “end times” and have been ever since Jesus Ascension, we should be about the work Jesus wants us to 
do. We should be spreading the Word of God so that people can be brought to faith in Jesus and have the certainty that 
they will be in heaven through the work of Jesus on the cross, the forgiveness of sins and his resurrection. 
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SOCIAL MINISTRY BOARD – SEPTEMBER 2023 
Serving Jesus by serving the least (based on Matthew 25:40) 

 
Our purpose is to address the immediate, one-time hardships of people living in Cherokee County, 

specifically with essential, necessary expenses.  We also work with similar organizations in  

Cherokee County or the larger community.   

2022-2023 Assistance Recap: 

We ended the 22-23 budget year with $0 in our line item budget and $102.94 in the ‘17’ ac-

count. We served the community as follows: 

10 requests approved – 6 utility bills, 4 rent assistance 
  3 requests declined 
  2 were referred out 
19 provided no or incomplete documentation 

           34  

2023-2024 Assistance Recap: 

As of 7/31/23 we have served the community as follows: 

1 request approved – utility bill 

0 declined 

0 referred out 

0 incomplete/inadequate documentation received or no further response from applicant  

EVANGELISM BOARD HELPS FL/GA DISTRICT CELEBRATE 75 YEARS OF MISSION WITH DONATION 
 
The Evangelism board has sent $300 to our FL/GA District participating in the District’s 75th anniversary Capital 
Campaign and it’s goal of raising $1.5 million.  This will enable the District to provide $150,000 in grants to start 
10 congregations over the next 5 years.  For every $2 given, $1 will be matched.  You, too, can contribute—
September 30th is the deadline for matching funds!! 



 9 

STEWARDSHIP GIFTS 

“… so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and au-

thorities in the heavenly places.  This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus 

our Lord, in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him”  Eph. 3:10-12 

WHAT IS THE GOAL of our stewardship?  This is really the WHY question of stewardship.  Human beings were 

created for the task of being stewards.  Read Genesis chapters one and two and we will see this.  We were 

created to have dominion and subdue creation in a way that reflects the image of God in which we were creat-

ed.  This takes place in the way that we work and keep the creation entrusted to us by God.  

The only problem we have with stewardship is found in Genesis chapter three.  There, in an act of rebellion 

and sin, stewards named Eve and Adam claimed ownership over that which God had created them to steward.  

We have a word for claiming ownership over something tht belongs to another.  That word is theft.  But they 

were stealing more than a fruit.  They were stealing God's place and God’s glory!  Ever since that fateful day in 

the garden, we have followed suit.  What God had given us to steward, we have attempted to own.  

So, God once again shows His glory in establishing the eternal purpose of Jesus Christ.  In going to the cross, 

Jesus restores us in forgiveness to the task of once again stewarding what God has given us.  Forgiven and re-

stored in Jesus, we are once again stewards.  Not just of creation, but of the Gospel as it is served by creation, 

including us! 

Today we pray again that we would be able to recognize the simple gifts the Lord has given us to steward for 

the sake of the Gospel.  In this we make known the manifold wisdom of God.  As we faithfully steward the sim-

ple gifts God has entrusted to us, we point people to the redemption and restoration of our stewardship 

through Jesus Christ.  Remember, the world sees Jesus through your stewardship.  What are you showing the 

world in how you steward God’s simple gifts?  

PRAYER:  Blessed Lord, Your simple gifts are given from Your generous heart to a people who tend to want to 

own rather than serve.  Lead us to repent of our ownership and then steward creation for the sake of the Gos-

pel so that the manifold wisdom of Your grace might be shown through us.  Amen. 

 

           The Big Bang Theory:  God spoke and BANG! It happened. 
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PENELOPE SAYS— 

 Do you know what a QCD or RMD is?  Read 

the article on the following page and use 

these non-taxable methods to contribute to-

wards the building fund.  

 

UTILITY BUILDINGUPDATE  

Great progress has been made on the Utility Building that was approved this past spring. The trailer has been re-
moved and trees were cleared out. An architect has been retained and has completed all the drawings. A site survey 
has been completed for our entire facility. Quotes were obtained and we have worked with the low bidder to build 
the utility building and stay within the budgeted amount approved by the voters assembly. We have submitted a 
building permit application to the county and it is currently in review process. Once approved we will need to work 
out the payment details with the contractor and have our congregational president sign the contract. Many thanks to 
the entire board of trustees for all the work to get this project underway. This will be a great asset to our facility to 
help us continue in ministry witnessing to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
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What do you know about Qualified Charitable Distributions 
(QCDs)? 

For those of a ‘certain’ age…did you know there is a way to reduce your taxes and help an eligible charity 
at the same time.  
Here are some cliff notes about QCDs: 

A QCD is a distribution from an IRA that is paid directly from the IRA to a qualified charity.  
QCDs lower your adjusted gross income (AGI) and therefore lower your tax bill.  
They can offset required minimum distributions (RMDs), those withdrawals you must take from your 

IRA each year once you reach age 72.  
An RMD adds to your income, raising the taxes you pay, but a QCD is excluded from income.  
Taxpayers can benefit from QCDs even whether even with the standard deduction vs. itemizing.  

 

There are important rules that govern how QCDs work, including: 
The charity you give to must be a 501(c)(3) organization eligible to receive tax-deductible contribu-

tions. 
The donor may not receive any benefit for making the distribution to the charity. 
There is an age requirement involved. The donor must be older than 70½ and may make QCDs be-

fore RMDs are required, which happens beginning at age 72. 
The maximum annual QCD is $100,000 per person, not per IRA. A husband and wife can each make 

up to a $100,000 QCD only if the money comes out of their own IRA. 
The QCD must be a direct transfer from the IRA to the charity. Preferably, the IRA administrator 

would cut the check.  
QCDs are available from IRAs and inherited IRAs. QCDs also can be made from SEP IRAs and SIM-

PLE IRAs, but only if those IRAs are inactive, meaning that the SEP or SIMPLE IRA owner is no 
longer making contributions to these accounts. Additionally, only pre-tax IRA funds qualify. As 
a result, most Roth IRA funds won’t qualify because your contributions to them were not pre-
tax. QCDs also cannot be made from employer plans, such as a 401(k). 

Taxpayers should notify their tax preparer that they made a QCD because the 1099 issued by the 
custodian does not specify a QCD; it only shows that a distribution was made from the IRA. If 
the QCD is not referred to on the tax return, the taxpayer loses the tax break. 

A required minimum distribution can be offset by a QCD (up to $100,000). However, the timing of 
a QCD is important in this case. The first dollars withdrawn from an IRA each year are counted 
toward the RMD. You cannot retroactively claim that money already distributed from an IRA 
was actually QCD funds. Said another way, once an RMD is taken, that income cannot be offset 
with a future QCD. It is therefore generally recommended that QCDs be done early in the year, 
particularly if IRA distributions are made monthly or quarterly. 

(Tax-Savvy Charitable Giving With QCDs Can Benefit Both Giver and Receiver | Kiplinger).  
You can also find more information at Reminder to IRA owners age 70½ or over: Qualified charitable dis-
tributions are great options for making tax-free gifts to charity | Internal Revenue Service (irs.gov), or con-
tact your accountant and/or financial advisor. 

https://www.kiplinger.com/retirement/retirement-plans/required-minimum-distributions-rmds/605191/using-asset-location-to
https://www.kiplinger.com/personal-finance/charity/605265/tax-savvy-charitable-giving-with-qcds-can-benefit-both-giver-and
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/reminder-to-ira-owners-age-70-and-a-half-or-over-qualified-charitable-distributions-are-great-options-for-making-tax-free-gifts-to-charity
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/reminder-to-ira-owners-age-70-and-a-half-or-over-qualified-charitable-distributions-are-great-options-for-making-tax-free-gifts-to-charity
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Save the Date 

September 16 @ 10 a.m. 

“Why Do What We Do What We Do?” 

(during worship) 

Ever wonder why there is a communion rail? 

Is there meaning behind Pastor’s actions? 

Join us and Pastor B when he answers these questions and more about our worship 

service, all the practices, customs, and traditions. 

There will be a short business meeting and of course, refreshments. 

 

Did you know that we have an Endowment Fund at Timothy Lutheran Church?  The purpose of this fund is 

to receive contributions via gifts and bequests to use for the growth of the mission and ministry of the 

Congregation.  For additional information please contact one of the following individuals: 

Frank Plunkett 

Fran Holcombe 

Faye Wiese 

Amy Brown 
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Timothy’s Cupboard (Food Bank) Update 

Serving Cherokee County for over 30 Years 

 

Timothy’s Cupboard has provided free food to less fortunate families in Cherokee County since 1991 with 

approximately 225 pounds per visit of produce, meats, canned and baked goods, and bread.  Over 35 vol-

unteers work each week, Monday through Thursday.   

 

Donations are always welcome – either monetary or especially the following canned goods: peanut butter, 

spaghetti sauce, 1 pound boxes of pasta, 2 pound bags of sugar and flour, and canned chicken or tuna.  

 

There is an emergency need for volunteers, Monday through Thursday mornings, even if you can only 

work one day each week. Duties include sorting and bagging produce and bread, stocking shelves and 

freezers, and taking boxes out to client’s vehicles. If you can volunteer. contact Vanessa Henning or Cyndy 

Ganschow.  
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Timothy's Annual Trunk or Treat event is fast approaching and this year we will be collecting non-perishable food items 
for our food bank!  Mark your calendars for Saturday, October 14th.  We would love as many congregation members as 
possible to host a trunk to support the children in our preschool and community.  We have roughly 125 kiddos who join 
us each year and it is so fun to see them all dressed up and excited about each trunk's design - and treats too!  We can't 
make his event happen without your help!  Sign-up on the bulletin board in the hallway or sign up at the link below.  Any 
questions, contact Christy Hopewell 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4AAFAD2FA4F94-timothy1 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4AAFAD2FA4F94-timothy1
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Fall Habitat House Build 

 

This fall we will be building our second home in Marietta starting September 9th. We will be working with North-
west Metro Atlanta Habitat who have received some funding from the city of Marietta as well as the Lutheran 
Coalition for Habitat. This program is for low-income city employees to qualify for a Habitat house and live with-
in the city limits rather than live far out and must travel a long distance to go to work. Our build, which we will 
be sharing with the Catholic Coalition, will be at 617 Frasier St. in Marietta. Please consider joining us for the 
build this fall. Below is the work schedule and watch for more details to follow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Timothy is part of a Coalition of eleven Lutheran Churches in the NW Atlanta metro area working together to 
build Habitat homes for deserving families. Please contact Charlene Yde or Don Snyder for more details. 

617 Frasier Street, Marietta 

Date Week # Main Task 

      

9/9/23 1 Exterior Framing 

9/16/23 2 Interior Framing 

9/23/23 3 Siding/Insulation 

9/30/23 4 Exterior Paint 

10/7/23 5 Interior Paint Prep 

10/14/23 6 Interior Paint Day One 

10/21/23 7 Interior Paint Day Two 

10/28/23 8 Punch 

11/4/23 9 Landscape 
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Taste of Habitat 

The 19th Annual Taste of Habitat will be held at The Metropolitan Club in Alpharetta on Sep-

tember 22nd from 7 to 9pm.  

Our goal this year is to raise $35,000 to build Habitat homes in Metro Atlanta.  More than 60 

fabulous chefs from the Lutheran Coalition for Habitat churches will be sharing the foods 

they love to make.  It’s a fun “date night” (adults only) with outstanding food & drink, 

great fellowship and most enjoyable live music.  There will also be a Silent Auction and 

trivia contest! 

How can you participate? 

Volunteer to be a chef—All you have to do is prepare 150 “tastes” of 

your specialty!  Appetizers, salads and entrees served from 7-8 and 

desserts served from 8-9. 

 

Contribute a special item, artwork, dinner or theatre tickets, gift 

package etc. for the Silent Auction. 

 

Be a sponsor or ask your workplace to sponsor the event.  Busi-

nesses appreciate the opportunity to market their support for commu-

nity charities such as Habitat for Humanity.  Sponsorships are Bronze 

$250, Silver $500, Gold $1000 and Platinum $2,500. 

 

Buy individual tickets for $40. 

 

Kids Joyful Praise 

Kids, preschool age to 6th grade, are welcome to gather near 

the piano in the sanctuary, on Sunday, September 24 at 9:25 

am to sing songs that offer praise to our God, for approximately 

20 minutes, just before Sunday School begins at 9:45 am.  We 

will meet monthly on the 4th Sunday of each month.  If you 

have any questions, contact Marlene Snyder. 
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9/3 Frank Plunkett 

9/8 Grant Martin 

9/9 Scott Tighe 

9/10 Mark Niss 

9/12 Ethan Erbe 

9/23 Luther Pins 

9/25 Jeannie Symonds 

9/26 John Dicks 

9/26 Dennis Williams 

9/27 Mark Corley 

9/29 Janet Stewart 

9/7 Ryan & Christine Ericksen 

9/9 Mark & Suzette Corley 

9/11 Bill & Nancy Terrill 

9/12 Eric & Jeannie Symonds 

9/21 Paul & Sena Fostvedt 

9/22 Guy & Wendy Wemmer 

9/22 Brandon & Kristen Blackwell 

9/25 William & Gayle Schuette 

LADIES LUNCH BUNCH will meet on September 

26 , 2023, at 11:30 pm.  Location to be deter-

mined. 

Watch the Timothy Take-Out  or on bulletin 

board for the location and to sign up.  Bring a 

friend! 
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Kid’s Corner 
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