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TIMOTHY’S 

EPISTLE 

 

September 2022 

 Timothy Lutheran Church   Church Office—  770 928-2812 

 556 Arnold Mill Road    Preschool—  770 924-7995 

 Woodstock, GA  30188    Timothy’s Cupboard— 770 591-5515 

 www.tlcwoodstock.org    email:  timothylutheran@comcast.net 

                     DATES TO REMEMBER 
  Sunday, Sept. 4  12 Noon, 1st Sunday Potluck 

  Monday, Sept. 5  Preschool & Office Closed 

  Saturday,, Sept. 10  9—1—COMMUNITY MARKET 

  Saturday, Sept. 11  9:45 am—RALLY DAY for Sunday School 

  Saturday, Sept. 17  10 am—LWML Meeting 

  Sept. 19-21    Pastor’s Conference 

  Sept 19-23   Fall Break 

  Friday, Sept. 30   6 pm—Preschool Pizza & Movie Night 

     MONTHLY ACTIVITIES    

Sunday’s   8:30, 11 am– SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 

Sunday’s   9:45 am—Adult Bible Classes  

Wednesday’s   10 am—Word on Wednesday Bible Study / Pastor 

    5:30 pm—Confirmation Class 

Friday’s    12 Noon—4 pm—Card Playing 
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Pastor’s Corner 

  

The month of August has brought many changes in peoples’ lives. Children have started new grades at school. Par-
ents have taken their high school grads to university to start work on their college careers and soon the leaves on 
the trees will change color and Fall will be upon us. 

There’s just one more “change” that will happen at church this month. Yes, I know we’re Lutherans and don’t like 
change, but sometimes change can be good.  

Sunday school Rally Day will be Sunday, September 11. This year we will be testing a new format for the Bible 
Study/Sunday school hour. Instead of the children going straight to their lesson, older adults, parents, children, 
and teenage youth are invited to join together for a brief opening worship led by me. All those not attending Pas-
tor Porter’s Sunday Bible study should plan to join us in the sanctuary, regardless of your age! The goal of the wor-
ship will be to introduce the Enduring Faith Bible resources that will be studied by ALL age levels. The worship will 
be about “what we’re GOING to learn that Sunday.” 

After the opening worship, that shouldn’t last more than fifteen minutes, each age group will go to their appoint-
ed study area to go through the Enduring Faith Lesson. Children will go to their classrooms, youth can breakout to 
their area. Adults are invited to stay with me in the sanctuary as we study the theme of the day. There are many 
advantages to this as adults will study the same material as younger age groups. This gives parents’ insight into 
what their children are learning. Again, all adults not already attending Pastor Porter’s study are encouraged to 
come to the Enduring Faith study.  

The breakout study sessions will last about thirty to thirty-five minutes. Having completed the breakout study, we 
will all meet again in the sanctuary for closing. The closing will focus on “what we HAVE learned that Sunday.” 

I’m hoping this format will create opportunities to deepen our understanding of specific Bible passages and help 
build relationships between all age groups in the congregation. 

Pastor B 

COMMUNITY MARKET -  

 

The Marketing Committee's Community Market is returning for its second 
year on Saturday, September, 10th.  9 am - 1 pm.  Booths (two parking 
spots) are available for rent ($20) to sell your goods.  Don't have anything 
to sell?  Come to shop and buy lunch from the youth food booth.  More 
information will be available in the Timothy Takeout.  Any questions, con-
tact Kristina Pins or email TLCcommunitymarket@gmail.com 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS AND ASSISTANTS NEEDED—
CONTACT KAREN BENNETT at 770 924-0647 to volunteer!! 

mailto:TLCcommunitymarket@gmail.com
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Preschool News 

Kristin Freeman,  
Preschool  
Director 

ECE Mission and 

Ministry State-

ment 

At Timothy Lu-
theran Preschool, 
we believe that 
“children are a 
gift from God; 
they are His re-
ward.” (Psalm 
127:3) 

Timothy Lutheran 
Preschool is a 
ministry of Timo-
thy Lutheran 
Church.  Its mis-
sion is to serve 
children and fami-
lies by sharing Je-
sus’ love with 
them through an 
academically ex-
cellent Christian 
Education in a 
safe, loving envi-
ronment. 

Hello from our sweet little Preschool, 

We started off our 2022-23 school year with a bang on Monday, August 22nd with 82 

little ones joining our program for this year. We are so grateful for the families that 

have entrusted us with the care of their little ones each day and for the opportunity 

to share the peace, love and joy of Jesus with them every weekday! God is good! 

Check out our pictures from the first week of school to see smiling, happy faces—

from students, parents and teachers! 

A huge thank you to our trustees that helped prepare the school for the new year 

and all those that worked hard on a hot, sweaty, August morning moving mulch on 

the playgrounds! The children are having a blast playing outside! 

The classrooms are decorated with lots of color and love and the teachers have wel-

comed new students with open hearts and minds. We really do have a fabulous staff 

of Christian women ministering to these little lambs each day. I hope to share a little 

bit about each one of them as the year progresses, so return to the Epistle each 

month to find out! Our first staff spotlight is a new face, Jessica Curry, who also hap-

pens to be a parent in our program to a 4-year-old, Charlotte. Ms. Jessica is assisting 

in the Pre-K classroom with Ms. Vic. Welcome Jessica to our Timothy family! 

Our parking lot is full in the mornings as we welcome parents to our program and 

you can always find Pastor B (and some days Scruffy and Scrappy) out in the parking 

lot sharing the peace, love and joy of Jesus with them. It is a glorious sight to see 

God’s love in action each morning! Please continue to lift this ministry up in your 

prayers as we take each day God hands us and we share His love with the little ones 

of the Woodstock community.  

Grace and Peace, 

Ms. Kristin 

Preschool Calendar: 

September 5   No School: Labor Day 

September 12   ECE Board Meeting 4:30 p.m. 

 September 19-23  No School: Fall Break 

 September 26 & 29  Speech and Language Screenings 
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Amazon Smile! 

Spirit Rock! 

 

 

Staff Spotlight 

Name:  Jessica Curry 

Class: 4-day Pre-K 

Years at Timothy:  1st year, served as a substitute last year 

Birthday: August 27 

Where did you grow up: Acworth, GA 

Who lives in your House: Husband, Scott; sons, Cameron and Caden, and daughter Charlotte; and two 

dogs—Cooper and Chloe 

Favorite Movie: Dirty Dancing 

One “Bucket List” item: I really want to visit Ireland. 

Favorite Place to Visit: Savannah, Georgia 

Why do you like teaching at Timothy Lutheran Preschool? 

I love teaching at Timothy because it is such a sweet and loving environment. It truly feels like one big 
family! I also love spending my day with the Pre-K kids, they are amazing in their own ways and brighten 
my day.  

If you are an Amazon shopper and would like to support Timothy Lutheran 

Church and Preschool, sign up for the Amazon Smiles program. Support 

your favorite charity at no extra cost when you shop at 

smile.amazon.com.  When you shop with AmazonSmile, you’ll find the ex-

act same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as 

Amazon.com, with the added benefit that AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of 

your eligible purchases to the charitable organization of your choice. So sign up today to support Timothy Lu-

theran Church and Preschool.  

You may have been wondering what that painted rock out front is all 

about… it’s our very own “Spirit Rock” for Timothy Lutheran Preschool. 

Many area schools have launched these fun and decorative rocks as a 

fundraiser for their schools, and while we are working on improving our 

playground for the children, we joined in on the fun! Our parents and 

congregation members are able to “rent the rock” for a small fee and 

decorate it for their children. All monies collected from the Spirit Rock 

will be used towards our playground improvement project. Sign up at 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b45abaf2aaafa7-the 

to rent the rock for your family. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b45abaf2aaafa7-the
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First Days of Preschool 

2022-2023 
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Nominating Committee needs your help: 

We are still looking to identify members of the congregation willing to assist in identifying servant leaders for the 
2023-2024 term.  This committee ends in October but is critical in identifying and filling needed roles.  If interest-
ed in serving on the Nominating Committee please contact Brian Howe (brianhowe57@gmail.com) for more in-
formation.   

For those interested in stepping up into a leadership role the following positions will be available for the 2023-
2024 term:   

Vice President 

Financial Secretary  

½ of the Board of Elders  

Christian Education Chair 

Evangelism/Public Relations Chair 

Endowment Fund Chair  

Endowment Fund Financial Secretary 

Fellowship Chair 

Foodbank Chair 

Servant Scheduler 

We are in need of an organized individual to help schedule our weekly servant roles (acolyte, lay reader, usher, 
audio/video booth, nursery, etc.).  Training is available.  This role will officially be available starting in January 
2023 but an early start with some on-the-job training would help ensure a smooth transition.  For more infor-
mation please contact Brian Howe (brianhowe57@gmail.com) or Mike Parnow (meparnow@verizon.net)  

Brian 

President’s Plea 

Crisis Management Plan 

The Board of Trustees has developed a new Crisis Management Plan (CMP) for Timothy. The plan has been re-
viewed and approved by the Executive Committee and will be implemented in September. The CMP covers all 
aspects of emergencies and our readiness to respond appropriately and quickly as well as trying to prevent or 
mitigate an emergency. That includes minor and major medical emergencies, fire, tornado, active shooter, and 
bomb threat. In the next couple of months, we will be announcing first aid, CPR and AED training for key per-
sonnel that will be open to the congregation as well. Key personnel for emergencies during a worship service 
include elders, ushers, and the pastor. Congregational information and training sessions will be held on Sep-
tember 11 and 18 immediately following worship services. Feel free to contact any member of the Executive 
Committee , Mike Lawson or Don Snyder for more information. 

Ministry to the Blind 

Join us on Sept. 24, 2022 as River Cliff embarks on a new journey!  Come help us share the blessing of God’s 

Word with our blind and visually impaired community in the Atlanta area.  Daniel Junins with Lutheran Braille 

Workers will be here to give us guidance on starting this new Ministry.  

9 am Introductions and tour of the River Cliff Community Center; 10 am—Visually Impaired Ministry Mission; 

11 am—Food and Fellowship.  Riverclifflutheran.org—RSVP to daryl.brayton@gmail.com 

mailto:brianhowe57@gmail.com
mailto:brianhowe57@gmail.com
mailto:meparnow@verizon.net
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On  August 5 we were privileged to serve a brunch/lunch to the ECE staff on the morning of their first staff meeting 

of the new school year. It was well received. Thanks to all who contributed. 

 

FAQs regarding LWML 

 

What is LWML?  LWML stands for Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

 

Mission Statement 

As Lutheran Women in Mission, we joyfully proclaim Christ, support missions, and equip women to honor God by 

serving others.  

 

Vision Statement 

The LWML is the leading group for LCMS women where each woman is welcomed and encouraged to use her 

unique God-given gifts as she supports global missions and serves the Lord with gladness. 

Who can be a member? Any LCMS woman. If you are a member of Timothy Lutheran Church you are already a 

member.  Visitors and non-members are invited to attend our meetings and other activities. 

What can I do to help?  How can I participate?  

Pray for the success of the mission goals. 

Save your loose change for the mites collections. 

Join us at our monthly meetings, where we plan the specific mission outreach activities, have a devotion and or 

Bible study, and fellowship and encourage one another. Child care is available. 

 

SAVE THE DATE!!!! 

 The next meeting will be September 17 at 10 a.m. for our annual kick-off. A special morning is planned, starting 

with a potluck brunch/lunch and ending with the assembly of the Lutheran World Relief personal care kits for 

which we have been collecting supplies. Come and join us to discover what will happen between the start and 

the end.  

REMINDER OF ITEMS NEEDED FOR PERSONAL CARE KITS 

Light-weight bath-size towel (between 20” x 40” and 52” x 27”), dark color recommended  

Bath-size bars of soap equaling 8 to 9 oz., any brand, in original wrapping  

Adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging*  

Sturdy comb, remove packaging  

Metal nail clippers (attached file optional), remove packaging  

 

* Toothbrush multi-packs may be used by sealing an individual toothbrush in a business-sized envelope; no 

plastic bags or wrap 
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Serving Jesus by serving the least (based on Matthew 25:40) 
 
Our purpose is to address the immediate, one-time hardships of people living in Cherokee County, spe-

cifically with essential, necessary expenses.  We also work with similar organizations in Cherokee County 

or the larger community.   

During FY21-22 we received seven requests for assistance.  Two requests for utility bills were approved 

and five requests were declined for various reasons such as incomplete documentation and being out of 

county.  Of those declined, one was for assistance with clothing for children and they were referred to 

other services. 

Evangelism 

Trunk or Treat - Our annual Trunk or Treat will be held on Saturday, October 8th from 5:30-7:00.  We are looking 
for volunteers to host trunks.  Last year we had about 120 children stroll through our lower parking lot and a great 
time was had by young and old!  Please consider joining us for fun and fellowship!  A sign-up sheet is located on 
the bulletin board.  Any questions, please contact Christy Hopewell. 

 

Community Market  

We are still accepting vendors for the Community Market on Saturday, September 10th from 9:00 AM to 1:00 
PM.  If you have anything new or old to sell, it's only $20 to rent a spot.  Not selling?  Plan to come out to shop and 
grab lunch from the youth's food booth.  Any questions?  See Kristina Pins or Christy Hopewell 
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC 

Don’t forget to prepare a dish and join us for the 1st Sunday of the month potluck (food served directly after 2nd 

service).  If you forget to bring a dish, please join us anyway as there is usually plenty to go around.  Ovens to 

warm dishes, and extra crockpots are available in the kitchen.   

If you would like to use the kitchen for an event and have questions about where items are located or how to use 
some of the equipment please contact Brian or Kim Howe (brianhowe57@gmail.com) 
 
Any bingo players interested in some bingo at church?  What about a card tournament?  Let us know if you’d be 

interested in something like this and we’ll try to set up an event (to include prizes).   

Hot tea is now available in the fellowship hall during the Sunday School hour!  The new Cuisinart coffee maker, 
located on the right side of the coffee counter, has a hot water dispenser.  If you have any tea bag suggestions, 
please let one of the fellowship members know and we'll try our best to have it available. 

The 8 “T’s” of Christian Stewardship 

This month we will talk about TOUCH as the fifth of the Eight T’s of Stewardship. 

TOUCH refers to the relationships we have with God and with each other.  It is similar to what St. John 

wrote about in 1 John 1:3-4:  “We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you may also 

have fellowship with us.  And our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ.  We write 

this to make our joy complete.” 

TOUCH also refers to the relationships we have with our families, neighbors, coworkers, and others in 

our communities and society.  As God’s stewards, we are to adopt the role of a servant in our dealings 

with each other (John 13:14-15), provide for our family members (1 Timothy 5:8) and carry each other’s 

burdens (Galatians 6:2.  In short, “we are to use every opportunity to do good to others, especially to 

those who belong to the family of believers”  (Galatians 6:10). 

While here upon earth in visible form Jesus went about everywhere doing good to all He encountered—

those who loved Him as well as those who hated Him.  In Matthew 25:40 Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, 

whatever you did (fed the hungry, gave drink to the thirsty, clothed the naked, and visited those who 

were sick or in prison) for one of the least of these brothers of Mine, you did for Me.” 

How blessed it is to have many opportunities to “TOUCH” others in so many positive ways.  What joy we 

will have when the King on the last day declares to us:  “Well done, good and faithful sevant,” (Matthew 

25:21) because you took the time and made the effort to touch one of the least of My brothers.  

Excerpts for this article were taken with permission from the LWML 8 “T’s” of Christian Stewardship by 

Rev. John Heckman. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/7603557@N08/11051342316/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
mailto:brianhowe57@gmail.com
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August 2022 

Hello, Ladies 

Are you looking for time away from the busyness of life—time to “stop and smell the roses,” 

as you relax with friends, share laughter and stories, and spend time with God? Join us at our 

Garden Getaway retreat to experience all this and more!  

Garden Getaway is a relaxing garden-themed retreat the women of our church are doing to-

gether. It includes worship, Bible study, and time for laughter as well as time for quiet reflec-

tion. And don’t worry—we won’t make anyone pull weeds! This is a time to walk with God, 

the Master Gardener. 

We’ll begin with dinner on the evening of March 10 and will finish on Sunday, March 12 at 10 

am.  Our retreat will be held at Forrest Hills Resort, Dahlonega, and the cost will be no more 

than $293.24 with a $50 deposit.  This covers 4 delicious meals, fun and refreshing activities, 

and comfortable lodging. 

Contact Carol Taylor at ctaylor742@aol.com, or Linda Basler in the church office 770-928-

2812 for more information. 

Take time to relax, to make new friends, to worship, and to draw closer to God. We hope 

you’ll join us at Garden Getaway. 

Warmly,     The Retreat Planning Committee:  

Carol Taylor, Linda Basler, Patti Kastens, Suzette Corley, 

 Amanda Butler, Christy Hopewell 
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TLC Food Bank Ministry Board (Timothy’s Cupboard) – September 2022 

We desperately need volunteers Monday through Friday (come every day or just one day a week).  We are physi-

cally wearing out the few dedicated volunteers that we currently have.  Any questions – please contact Jeannie 

Bernerth / Steve Knothe to let us know how/when you can help. 

If you are so inclined, the 2022 Nominating Committee will be looking for candidates to be the chairperson for the 

TLC Food Bank Ministry Board, and candidates to manage the operations of Timothy’s Cupboard (ideally two peo-

ple to be co-directors) in order to split the workload.  Jeannie Bernerth has officially submitted her notice – her last 

day as ‘director’ will be September 24th. 

Starting In September (through November), Timothy’s Cupboard will be seeking donations to help fund the Thanks-

giving Bags that will be handed out to our food bank clients.  We will be asking our congregation families to donate 

an extra $25 (or more) to cover the costs for this annual meal collection.  Please designate this donation specifically 

for “Thanksgiving Bags”. 

The table below highlight the 2016 - 2022 food distribution results through the month of July.  This year (2022) con-

tinues to track very similar to 2021; but still far below the performance of any year between 2016 and 2019.  This 

year’s results are about 65% of any of those years. 

 

 

Period
Number of 

Families Fed

Number of 

Persons Fed

Number of 

Children Fed

Number of 

Seniors Fed

Pounds of Food 

Distribution

Average 

Pounds per 

Family

Average 

Pounds per 

Person

2022 YTD (July) 973 3,729 1,041 584 236,303 243 63

2021 YTD (July) 923 4,019 948 465 244,253 265 61

2020 YTD (July) 1,416 5,383 1,656 719 350,366 247 65

2019 YTD (July) 1,769 6,012 1,621 979 377,858 214 63

2018 YTD (July) 1,704 7,976 2,112 1,029 332,510 195 42

2017 YTD (July) 1,648 6,015 1,754 651 226,567 133 38

2016 YTD (July) 1,840 7,092 2,197 758 236,623 129 33

2022 (extrapolated) 1,668 6,393 1,785 1,001 405,091 243 63

2021 (Full Year) 1,638 6,952 1,655 779 409,595 250 59

2020 (Full Year) 2,434 10,075 3,320 1,210 622,049 256 62

2019 (Full Year) 3,079 10,114 3,016 1,671 642,789 209 64

2018 (Full Year) 3,052 13,480 3,417 1,878 620,023 203 46

2017 (Full Year) 3,005 10,792 3,387 1,154 420,043 140 39

2016 (Full Year) 3,140 11,927 3,706 1,277 410,662 131 34

Timothy's Cupboard
Food Distribution

2016 through 2022 Comparisons
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While the available inventory at ACFB has improved – there are still many of the common food items in short sup-

SEPTEMBER 2022 FOOD ITEMS NEEDED FOR TIMOTHY’S CUPBOARD 

While canned goods and non-perishable food donations to Timothy’s Cupboard are always appreciated, there 

are a few common items that we cannot currently purchase from ACFB (food donations for September): 

Tomato sauce, diced, etc. 

Spaghetti sauce: (28 – 32 oz jar preferred) 

Canned fruit: (15 to 29 oz preferred) – almost anything besides peaches 

Soup: standard can size – any type (tomato, chicken, beef, vegetable, etc.) 

Canned vegetables: standard can size – corn and peas are mostly needed 

Baking goods (flour, sugar) – up to 5# bags 

Please place your donations in the food barrel in church. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL resumes on 9/11/22 in the conference room near Pastor’s office.  Come join us as 

we go through the Enduring Faith lesson plan (note – this is a study for the whole family). 

The youth beat the heat with some outdoor water games in August.  We had a literal “blast” playing 

baseball, doing a relay-race where we filled a water bottle from shammy cloths (by the way, the water 

bottle was on someone’s head!).  We also did the fan-favorite water balloon toss to see how far apart 

teams could get before the balloon popped.   

Join us for a game night in September!  Bring your favorite board game or card game as we have some 

fun and fellowship together.  September 11th from 6pm to 8pm.  Food will be served. 



 13 

SAVE THE DATE!!!!!       

18th Annual Taste of Habitat 

 

The 18th Annual Taste of Habitat Fundraising Event returns on September 16 from 

7 – 9 PM at The Metropolitan Club in Alpharetta.  

Our goal this year is to raise $30,000 to build Habitat homes in Metro Atlanta.  More 

than 60 fabulous chefs from the Lutheran Coalition for Habitat churches will be shar-

ing the foods they love to make.  It’s a fun “date night” (adults only) with outstand-

ing food & drink, great fellowship, and most enjoyable live music.  There will also be a 

Silent Auction and trivia contest! 

How can you participate? 

Volunteer to be a chef—All you must do is prepare approximately 150 “tastes” of 

your specialty!  Appetizers, salads and entrees served from 7-8 and desserts served 

from 8-9. 

Contribute a special item, artwork, dinner or theatre tickets, gift package etc. for 

the Silent Auction. 

Be a sponsor or ask your workplace to sponsor the event.  Businesses appre-

ciate the opportunity to market their support for community charities such as Habitat for 

Humanity.  Sponsorships are Bronze $200, Silver $500, Gold $1000 and Platinum 

$2,500. 

Buy individual tickets for $25. 
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9/1  Bill Schmekel 

9/2  Dick Burmeister 

9/3  Frank Plunkett 

9/8  Grant Martin 

9/9  Scott Tighe 

9/10   Mark Niss 

9/12  Ethan Erbe 

9/22  Thomas Share 

9/22  Marshall Share 

9/23  Luther Pins 

9/25  Jeannie Symonds 

9/26  John Dicks 

9/26  Jamie Holt 

9/26  Dennis Williams 

9/29  Janet Stewart 

9/7 Ryan & Christine Ericksen 

9/11 Bill & Nancy Terrill 

9/12 Eric & Jeannie Symonds 

9/21 Paul & Sena Fostvedt 

9/22 Guy & Wendy Wemmer 

9/25 Brandon& Kristen Blackwell 

9/25 Bill & Gayle Schuette 

WHAT:  SUNDAY SCHOOL RALLY DAY 

WHEN:  Sunday, September 11, 9:45 am 

WHERE Sanctuary  

WHO:  Children, Youth, Adults— 

  All ages welcome 

Let’s start the Sunday School Year off right! 

Ladies Lunch Bunch ( L.L.B.) 

Mark your calendars for Tuesday, September 27, 2022 , 
11:30 am to gather  at  Sidelines Grill,  300 Village Centre 
Dr. Woodstock, GA 

There will be a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board or you 
can use our Sign-Up Genius right from your home.   



 15 

Kid’s Corner 
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