
 1 

 

TIMOTHY’S 

EPISTLE 

AUGUST 2021 

 Timothy Lutheran Church   Church Office—  770 928-2812 

 556 Arnold Mill Road    Preschool—  770 924-7995 

 Woodstock, GA  30188    Timothy’s Cupboard— 770 591-5515 

 www.tlcwoodstock.org    email:  timothylutheran@comcast.net 

                DATES TO REMEMBER 
August 14, Saturday  10 am—LWML Brunch 

August 15, Sunday  11 am— Preschool Staff Dedication 

August 15, Sunday  10—10:30 AM—Special Back to School Prayer Time 

    12 Noon—Youth Pot Luck Lunch & 2022 National Youth 

    Gathering Info Meeting 

August 16, Monday  9 am—Preschool Begins 

 

       MONTHLY ACTIVITIES    

Sunday’s   8:30, 11 am,  SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 

Sunday’s   9:45 am—Adult Bible Classes  
Wednesday’s   11 am—Word on Wednesday Bible Study / Pastor 

Watch our services live or On Demand at www.tlcwoodstock.org,  
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Pastor’s Corner 

Rev. Daniel 
Brammeier 

Dear Christian saints at Timothy Lutheran Church and beyond: 

Grace and peace to you from God the Father and our Lord and savior Jesus Christ. 

We are blest that the world is in a better situation now than it was a year ago. This time last year there were questions about 
kids going back to school, how businesses might gradually reopen and how we could safely gather together for church services.  

Thankfully children will return to school in August. In most places businesses are fully open. At Timothy we returned to our 
“normal” pre-COVID worship practices on Pentecost Sunday, May 23. Even though cases of  the Delta variant of COVID are on 
the rise, the COVID pandemic is now, to coin a great phrase “in the rear view mirror,” meaning the worst is in the past. 

As a Christian congregation we face some difficulties and challenges as we emerge from the pandemic. Many have gotten used 
to NOT coming to church on a regular basis and feel more comfortable with their morning coffee, in their pajamas watching 
church from the comfort of the living room couch. While that worked well during the pandemic and we were able to reach out 
with God’s Word and the Gospel of Jesus, now that the pandemic is effectively over there really is no excuse for able bodied 
people not to come to church. 

Remember one of the Ten Commandments addresses the subject of worship. God says in the third commandment, “Remember 
the Sabbath Day to keep it holy.” The Catechism explanation of the commandment states, “We should fear and love God so 
that we not despise preaching and God’s Word, but hold it sacred and gladly hear and learn it.” Since Jesus fulfilled all the Sab-
bath Law, New Testament Christian’s are fortunate to hear God’s Word and receive God’s grace in the sacraments on any day of 
the week. Over two millennia Christians have traditionally gathered on Sundays to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus from the 
dead. As I teach Catechism students— every Sunday should be a little Easter celebration with Easter Sunday being the greatest 
celebration of the resurrection. 

The writer to the Hebrews emphasizes the need to hear God’s Word in Hebrews 2:1, “Therefore it is necessary to more abun-
dantly give heed what we have heard, lest we should drift away from it.” If someone was giving away a million dollars to every-
one who came to church on Sunday, would you show? Probably!!!! 

We do not gather on Sundays to receive financial wealth from our gracious God, but we do receive an abundant wealth of FOR-
GIVENESS OF SINS, through the sufferings and merits of Jesus Christ our savior. Every Sunday we receive the blotting out of all 
our sins through the blood of Jesus and the certainty of eternal life through the resurrection of our savior. Sure, a million bucks 
would be great, but I’ll take the FREE GIFT of forgiveness of a million sins and the certainty of eternal life in heaven after death!! 

Just in case some you are thinking, “well I must be great because I haven’t stopped going to church,” I can assure you that you 
are not. If you attend church for the right reason you should be thinking as the writer to Hebrews encouraged Christians, “24 
And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good works, 25 not leaving behind assembling together, as is the 
habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near”  Hebrews 10:24-25. 

It is the responsibility and privilege of all Christians to encourage one another, literally to provoke each other to go to church to 
receive God’s grace in Divine Service. In other words we should be encouraging each other now more than ever, NOT TO LEAVE 
CHURCH IN THE REAR VIEW MIRROR. Yes, leave COVID in the rearview mirror for sure, but not church. 

We all need what God offers through Jesus Christ in Divine Service, the forgiveness of sin, life and salvation. So I challenge us all 
to “provoke” each other to attend Divine Service on Sundays, to receive God’s great and wonderful grace and mercy. 

In the name of Jesus, 

Pastor B 
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Preschool News 

Kristin Freeman,  
Preschool  
Director 

ECE Mission and 

Ministry State-

ment 

At Timothy Lu-
theran Preschool, 
we believe that 
“children are a 
gift from God; 
they are His re-
ward.” (Psalm 
127:3) 

Timothy Lutheran 
Preschool is a 
ministry of Timo-
thy Lutheran 
Church.  Its mis-
sion is to serve 
children and fami-
lies by sharing Je-
sus’ love with 
them through an 
academically ex-
cellent Christian 
Education in a 
safe, loving envi-
ronment. 

Welcome back to Preschool! 

What a fun summer we had here at Timothy Lutheran Preschool where we opened the 

school to summer campers for five weeks in June and July. Our “Summer Camp Days” un-

der the leadership of Ms. MaryAnne Valkenburg, Ms. Donna DiSclafani, Ms. Carmen Sim-

mons, Ms. Becky Williams and Ms. Tara Reid, along with a few youth helpers, worked with 

over 40 students throughout the summer and what a blast they had! Each week was a 

different themed week of learning, fun, crafts and Bible stories. What a blessing to share 

this church space with the community! Check out the photos to see just how much fun 

they had sharing the love of Jesus with the little ones! 

Our 2021-22 School year will begin on Monday, August 16th and we are super excited to 

launch another successful year of Early Childhood Education! Here are some fun numbers 

for the 2021-22 school year: 

Years in Ministry: 36 

Number of Staff: 17 

Number of Years of Staff Serving (average): 7.5  

Number of Students: 88 

Number of Students Attending 5 days: 44 

Number of Families: 80 

Number of Returning Families: 58 

Number of Years of Accreditation: 16  

Our Staff Dedication will be held on Sunday, August 15th at the 11 a.m. service and I look 

forward to introducing the wonderful ladies of Timothy Lutheran Preschool to the congre-

gation and for the blessing of another successful school year serving the Lord and the com-

munity of Woodstock. We hope to see you there! Please continue to keep the preschool 

ministry, the staff, students and families in your prayers for the 2021-22 school year! 

Thank you for all that you do to help support our program! 

Grace and Peace, 

Ms. Kristin 
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Thank you!  Thank you! Thank you!  
 

Thank you for your generous donations!  Whether you brought in items or contributed 

toward the shipping costs of approximately $2,000 you were an important part of this pro-

ject.    Our goals were met all around!  We are deeply moved by the congregation’s and 

the preschool’s response and we give thanks to God for each of you!  

Elizabeth Ratliff, our missionary friend, also extends her thanks. She is thrilled at the en-

thusiastic support of her ministry.  Because of your support we have 20+ totes to ship!   

She will use all the sewing items, books, sheets and towel, and tools to support 24 village 

orphans, 6 elderly people, the 15-Mile Orphanage and others in the coming year.  

Ms. Ratliff’s update to our church in June included many photos, videos and stories of those she serves.  Her ministry in Zambia 

runs the gamut from funding bore holes for water, helping orphans and elderly, Bible study groups, evangelism to the many non-

Christians through loving service, teaching skills to women and so much more.  The Discipleship Bible Study is also being taught 

and she is able to provide some audio Bibles (a “Proclaimer”, available in as many as 4 languages), which allows everyone to hear 

the Gospel in their own language. This is a great blessing and especially important for those who are solely oral learners or for 

those in a more isolated population.   

Two things have stayed with us since her presentation – (1) their excitement on receiving the simplest of things you provided last 

year and (2) the exuberant rejoicing in their worship of the Lord.  It was inspiring!  

The goods Timothy shipped in 2020 were put to many wonderful uses, and it was uplifting to hear how God’s provision through 

you, the church and preschool, changed lives in Africa!   

For example, Timothy sent 4 sewing machines last year. While Elizabeth didn’t have specific people in mind for them, she was able 

to share them with someone teaching both newly-Christian and non-Christian women to sew. They were thrilled to have the ma-

chines for the group so these women would be able to have a skill and an opportunity to feed and support their families. Beyond 

that economic blessing, more of the non-Christian women are hearing about Jesus and coming to faith as they learn to sew.  

She told us that God is doing amazing things in Zambia.  The strong name of Jesus, our God of love, is on the move and changing 

hearts. The Good Friday service was planned and catered for 700, but 900 new Christians and non-believers came to the service. 

The effects of prayers and faith are producing wonderful outcomes, drawing even more people to God.   

An example of the perfection of God’s timing is in the story of Peter, a Zambian handyman.  He was at Elizabeth’s home doing 

some work and she offered him some of the ‘how-to’ information provided in 2020.  He was very excited to find information on 

building certain cabinetry – something he was undertaking the next week.  The step-by-step diagrams helped him improve his un-

derstanding of the project and expand his knowledge.  She said he found it on Friday and was using it on Monday! 

Copies of her most recent Ratliff Report are on the LWML bulletin board. 

Lastly Elizabeth asked for our prayers and referenced Matthew 9:38, where Jesus said, “38 therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of 

the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”  Please pray for more believers to make themselves available and respond to the 

call to missions.  

Elizabeth is with Missionary Ventures, Inc., an organization in Maitland, FL, that helps and serves with indigenous pastors.   

OTHER NEWS: 

See the Summer Evangel here:  https://s3.amazonaws.com/mychurchwebsite/c4242/lwml_fl-

ga_district_2021_summer_evangel_final.pdf  It includes info about the 2021 retreat in Florida, 9/24/21-9/26/21. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/mychurchwebsite/c4242/lwml_fl-ga_district_2021_summer_evangel_final.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/mychurchwebsite/c4242/lwml_fl-ga_district_2021_summer_evangel_final.pdf
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STEWARDSHIP – August 2021 
 
 

Timothy 4.0 
   … the refreshing 

 

Living Our Faith Through Discipleship 

 
 

The Blessing of Community 
 
Here we are, approaching the end of summer.  The school year will start soon and vacation travels 
to visit family and friends, postponed from 2020, are winding down. It’s a time that is a little bitter-
sweet, exciting for what is to come, and yet there is a sense of gladness to be back home, all rolled 
into one.  In youth, the beginning of school was always a favorite time of year – the pile of unused 
school supplies, a few new clothes, seeing friends from last year and making new ones, and the 
thought of what could be in the coming year.  Now, as an adult, it is the thought of cooler weather, 
fall colors and crisp mornings that build my anticipation! 
 
Community is relationships, it is a great blessing in our lives and takes a number of forms – our 
neighborhood, our town, school friends, family relationships, adult friendships and, of course, our 
church community.  We don’t always give much thought to being part of these communities, but 
they play an important part in our well-being throughout our lives.  In a society where we seem busy 
being busy we often want a list / an outline / bullet points / cliff notes, etc., to hit the highlights be-
fore we check off what has to be done and move on.  That doesn’t seem to leave time to experi-
ence community. 
 
Many studies on being part of faith communities have a list of similar benefits.  We are challenged 
to grow in our faith, our relationship with God deepens and our gifts and talents are revealed. We 
learn how to work through conflict, as well as give and receive forgiveness. Going to church is 
shown to reduce stress, strength our social ties, remind us of our identity as children of God, and as 
part of a community, and remind us of the deeper meaning of life.  There are many others – one 
article listed 102 of them, large and small!   
 
A previous stewardship newsletter article stated, “Our connections to each other through worship, 
ministry, socializing and friendships help to strengthen our Christian family.  Combining our individ-
ual gifts makes us stronger because, as it turns out, our gifts are meant to complement each other.  
Simply put, we are better together.  We were meant to be in community with each other.”   
 
One of the easiest ways to develop relationships is to serve somewhere in the Timothy community.  
Pick something near and dear to your heart, or try something completely new.  We have many indi-
vidual talents, but no one person has every talent, nor can one person do everything.   Each of us 
is an important part of the body of Christ and everyone has something to offer.   
 
Think about coming to church a half-hour early or lingering after to catch up with someone you 
haven’t seen in a while.  You might even come to fellowship hall between the two services for cof-
fee and the Bible study.  Be sure to visit with old friends and maybe make some new ones! 
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Summer Special Worship Service Music  

You still have a chance to share your musical talents in praising our Lord at the 8:30 am and/or the 
11 am services. There are still Sundays in August available.  A signup sheet is posted on the signup 
bulletin board. We missed not having special music last summer so it would be a real treat to enjoy 
hearing it this summer. Contact Marlene Snyder, qcsnyder@gmail, if you need more information. 

Thank you to the TLC members who have enriched our summer worship services by using 
their musical talents to praise our Lord.  They are Jenny Greenblatt, Steve Armburst, Kayla 
Howe, Allison Butler and Corey Pins and the handbell choir. 

I’m So Grateful!   

Thank you for your thoughtfulness, your kindness, and your generous heart.   

Dear Timothy Lutheran Church and Ladies Mission Society, 

Thank you for your sensitivity to the needs of the orphans, elderly, and prisons.  

You are making a huge difference in the lives of so many which will change fami-

lies.  Your generosity allows us to share The Gospel.  

Together in  the Harvest, Elizabeth Ratliff, Zambia Missionary 

Ladies, please join us for the LWML 2021 Kick-Off Brunch on Saturday, August 14, from 

10:30—12:30.  Cheri Britton is our guest speaker, sharing her experiences from a recent 

mission  trip to Guatemala.  Sandwiches and drinks will be provided.  If you like, sign up to 

bring a side to share.   

Singers Wanted!!     

    Share your Talents!! 

        Join the Adult Choir!! 

 

Timothy Lutheran Church is in full swing!  Almost!  We need to get the Adult Choir back into the fray.  Please pray 
about joining us and being part of the service. The Choir is looking to start back in August/September. We need to 
fill all four voices and it's fun! 

We rehearse every Tuesday evening and usually participate in the service once a month.  

If you are interested, please contact Paul Fostvedt or KC Colburn, Mike Parnow, Pastor, Teresa.   

My email is paulfostvedt@att.net. 

Pastor's Family Update 

 

Here's a brief update to the congregation about my family. Thankfully my daughter Annie will be able to complete her senior 
year of High School in person this school year. As she completes the year the plan is to make the move to Georgia as soon as 
she graduates around the end of next May and early June next year. Please keep us all you your prayers, especially for happy 
house hunting! 

mailto:paulfostvedt@att.net
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Taste of Habitat 

 

The 16th Annual Taste of Habitat will be held this year on September 17th at the 
Metropolitan Club in Alpharetta from 7 to 9 pm. After missing last year due to 
covid concerns, we are excited to get together again for an evening of great 
food, fun, live music and games as well as supporting a very worthy cause of 
raising funds to build a new home next year in conjunction with Habitat for Hu-
manity. To help make this event a success we need your help. Please consider 
helping in one of the following ways that you are comfortable with: 

• Buy a ticket and come to the taste. $35/ticket 

• Donate an item(s) for the silent auction (hand crafted, like new or unique 
items are great silent auction attractions.) 

• Consider being a sponsor (Sponsorships begin at $250). 

• Be a chef and make your favorite dish to serve. (We are asking all chefs to 
wear gloves and serve such that the guests do not have to handle the 
food.) 

So come and have a great evening while supporting a great cause of helping a deserving family get a decent home to live 

in. For any questions, please contact Don Snyder at 770-337-5908 of email at donqsnyder@gmail.com. 

Special Back to School Prayer Time   Sunday, August 15,2021 

 

On Sunday, August 15, 2021, 10:00 am - 10:30 am, people can come to the 
sanctuary to quietly pray for all our kids, teachers and schools. This includes 
our TLC preschool, public, private schools and colleges. It’s a time for par-
ents, grandparents, aunts, uncles or special friends to spend some quiet 
time with our Lord on behalf of our children. Beginning on Sunday, August 
1, there will be slips of paper along the back ledge near the sanctuary en-
trances for people to write a prayer petition and place it in a basket. Names 
are not necessary to be on the petition.  On Sunday, August 15, these pray-
er petitions will be on the altar railing for you to include in your prayers. 
Additional readings will also be available. People can spend as much time as 

they want during the 30 minute period. 

Prayer offers an amazing opportunity for us to see God work in the lives of our children. Words themselves do not matter as 
much as our attitude of faith, humility and dependence on God. 

If you have any questions, contact Marlene Snyder, qcsnyder@gmail.com. 

Marketing 

The Marketing Committee is currently working on our first Community Market.  The event will be held in the lower church park-
ing lot on Saturday, September 11, from 8 am—1:pm.  If you have goods to sell, please consider signing up to rent a 
booth.  Booths are $20 and include a 2 parking spot space, one 6 foot table and one folding chair.  Sellers take home all their 
profits and do not need to be members of the church to rent a booth.  Don't have anything to sell?  Come shop local and grab 
lunch from the youth's food booth. 

The Marketing Committee still needs members to help support our cause.  If you have a passion for marketing and fundraising, 
please reach out.  We'd love to have you! 

mailto:donqsnyder@gmail.com
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2022 LCMS National Youth Gathering Information Meeting:  Potluck Lunch – Aug. 15, 12 – 2pm at TLC Fellowship Hall for 
all youth (who will be ages 14-19 in 2022) and their parents.  Please bring an entrée or side dish to share.   
 
The LCMS National Youth Gathering is less than a year away now and we need to start planning!  It will be held from July 9-
13, 2022 in Houston, TX.  Anyone ages 14-19 years old (going into 9th grade or finishing 12th grade in 2022) is welcome to 
attend.  We had a large group go in 2019 and would love to take a big group next year.  We will be flying (participants cover 
the cost of their airline ticket) and our fundraising should cover food/lodging/registration costs.  
 
This will be an informational meeting to determine who is interested in going, what will take place, what you can expect, 
etc.  You will not be obligated to attend the gathering if you come to this meeting (there will be plenty of communication 
about a registration deadline).   
 
Please let Brian or Kim know if you have any questions.  We look forward to seeing you on August 15th! 
 
Brian and Kim Howe 
701-340-5049 

COMING SOON—WATCH FOR DETAILS 

Back to School Movie night at TLC.  Date TBD.  Bring a cozy blanket and use one of our chairs or bean bags to enjoy a fun 
movie with popcorn and snacks provided by TLC.  This event is open to TLC, ECE families, and members of the local com-
munity.  Keep an eye out for further updates and details.  We hope to see you there.   

“God always gives his very best to those who leave the choice with him.” 
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Timothy’s Cupboard 

Food Bank Volunteer Limelight   

August 2021 

Name:  MiJa Lawson 

Birthday (Month / Day):  May 23rd 

Number of Years Volunteering at Timothy’s Cupboard:  5+ years 

Average Number of Volunteers Hours/Week at Timothy’s Cupboard:  5 hours 

Average Number of Days/Week at Timothy’s Cupboard:  1 day 

Favorite Food:  Anything from Asian food 

Favorite Song:  All I Ask of You (Phantom of the Opera)  

Favorite Weekend Activity:  Visit with family and friends 

Favorite Place to Visit:  Gardens and waterfalls 

Favorite Holiday:  Christmas 

Dream Vacation or Bucket List Top Activity:  Visit all 50 States 

If you could meet anyone, it would be:  Would like to see my mother again 

Kings 20:5 “I have heard your prayers and seen your tears  l heal you.”  Have faith, He sees you. 

July was an interesting month at the foodbank.  It seems it is the month everyone goes on vacation.  I had to close the 

foodbank for 3 days as I had no drivers and 5 volunteers out the same week.  We survived though, and it has been busi-

ness as usual.  Next week school starts so I’m losing my strong and able helpers.  I want to thank all the super teenagers 

that gave up much of the summer to help out at the foodbank.  They not only helped with the pick-up for us, they 

pitched in on everything.  I even had helpers as young as 10 years helping.  

Let’s hope August brings more clients and volunteers so we can continue to serve Cherokee County.  

Social Ministry 

Over the summer Social Ministry met to develop policies and procedures. We are also developing some con-
gregational events. Look for future announcements! 
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Elfrieda Allen  8/3 

Gail Trimble  8/4 

Raye Miller  8/6 

Coriander Pins  8/6 

Susie Bishop  8/8 

Lynn Knox  8/8 

Margaret Cehanovich 8/9 

Tim Furnish  8/10 

Linda Basler  8/13 

Don Snyder  8/17 

Connie Williams  8/17 

Nancy Samosky  8/19 

Jaxsen Eyrich-Krogh 8/20 

Carol Beene  8/22 

jJeannie Bernerth  8/25 

Suzanne Kastens  8/29 

Ethan Young  8/30 

David Miller  8/30 

Paul Fostvedt  8/31 

Jerry & Doreen Erbe 8/1 

Markham & Kim Peykoff 8/15 

Don & Marlene Snyder 8/26 

Rich & LaFaye Wiese 8/27 

Lee & Emily Clark  8/28 

Frank & Sue Plunkett 8/29 

 
LADIES NIGHT OUT 

Ladies Night Out will be returning the 4th Monday in September, the 27th.  Please 

sign the list on the bulletin board with your name and suggestions for restaurants 

in the general area for our monthly dinners.  Watch for additional information!! 

LOOK AT PASTOR’S CAR!! 
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Use this calendar with your Mite Box! 
 
The mite challenge calendar is a resource designed to focus daily on LWML Gospel Outreach. It includes a sug-
gested mite donation, but that is mainly to remind the user that even little amounts can make a big impact 
when coupled with prayer, mission service, a Bible verse, a song, or recognition and praise for what God is 
providing in your life. Use the calendar during family devotions, as inspiration during the week, or as a visible 
reminder of God's faithfulness and our possible responses. It's no accident that the acronym for Gospel Out-
reach is "GO." The mite challenge calendar changes monthly and provides creative ways to GO! 
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Kid’s Corner 
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