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TIMOTHY’S
EPISTLE
DEC/JAN 2020/21

DATES TO REMEMBER
Saturday, Dec. 5

9 AM—2 PM

LWML

Wednesday, Dec. 2,9,16

11 AM & 7:30 PM

Advent Service

Saturday, Dec. 12

1—4 PM

LWML Cookie Sale

Sunday, Dec. 13

LWML Cookie Sale

Thursday, Dec. 24

11 AM, 3 PM, 5 PM & 7:30 PM Candlelight Services

Sunday, Jan. 10

8:30 AM/11 AM LWML Mites Collect6ion

MONTHLY ACTIVITIES
Sunday’s

8:30, 11 AM, & 12:30 PM

Sunday’s

9:45 AM

Wednesday’s

10 AM (Dec.)

Children’s Sunday School and Adult Bible
Classes
Word on Wednesday Bible Study / Pastor

5:30 PM

Confirmation Class

Last Saturday/Month 9 AM

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES

All Things Motorcycle

Timothy Lutheran Church

Church Office—

770 928-2812

556 Arnold Mill Road

Preschool—

770 924-7995

Woodstock, GA 30188

Timothy’s Cupboard— 770 591-5515

www.tlcwoodstock.org

email: timothylutheran@comcast.net
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Pastor’s Corner
Rev. Daniel
Brammeier

Happy New Years!!

Dear saints at Timothy Lutheran Church,
Here’s to happy new years to you! Yes “years”. As I write to you we are on the verge of a new church year beginning
with the First Sunday of Advent, November 29. We also usher in a new calendar year after Christmas. Here’s to a great
new church year where we get to hear God’s Word and learn about His grace through Jesus Christ, and to a new calendar year that we hope and pray will bring us peace and relief from the coronavirus pandemic, and a return to “normal”
life.
We begin the new church year with Advent and will have Advent midweek services. This year we’ve added an 11am
service in addition to the normal 7:30 pm evening service. In the past different entities, such as the choir, youth and
Sunday School have led the midweek Advent services. Due to circumstances these groups will not be able to do this.
The youth will be presenting a program on Sunday, December 13 at both services. During this Advent I will be preaching a series of sermons titled “Identifying the Names of the Coming Savior.” The focus will be on three familiar names
given to our Savior. We will discover the background and meaning of the name “Jesus”. Jesus also received the title
“Christ” as a name. We’ll explore what it means for Jesus to be “the Christ.” Finally we will unpack the meaning of the
Hebrew name “Immanuel.” Hopefully you can join us in person for either the 11 am or 7:30 pm service, but if not we
will be streaming and recording the 7:30pm service.
This year we want to spread our Christmas Eve service attendance over four services. There will be an 11 am service
and a 3 pm service. The 3 pm service will be “mask-mandated,” so if you plan to attend that service a mask will be required. We’ll have our regular services at 5 pm and 7:30 pm. The 7:30 pm service Christmas Eve will be streamed. We
won’t have a Christmas Day or New Years Eve service.
The run up to Christmas is a busy time, but we shouldn’t forget it starts with our Thanksgiving celebration. I hope you
were able to have Thanksgiving with family, but some had to forego “big” gatherings to be safe. Either way Thanksgiving was a good time to slow down and think about the blessings God has given. Some might find that laughable in a
year which has brought so much anxiety and uncertainty. However, we are so blessed by our heavenly Father. Many
count their earthly blessings during Thanksgiving and that’s a good thing. I like to consider the heavenly blessing of
salvation and eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ. In many ways that one amazing blessing gives us the security
and hope to get through all the ups and downs of a year like 2020. Knowing that our eternal home has been secured
for us through the death and resurrection of Jesus means we can live life here on earth with the guarantee of a blessed
eternal life. This gives us the peace that passes all understanding and the comfort “that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8:38-39
The Lord bless and keep you as we begin the new “years” to come.
Pastor Brammeier
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Preschool News
Greetings from the Preschool world,

Kristin Freeman,
Preschool
Director

ECE Mission and
Ministry Statement
At Timothy Lutheran Preschool,
we believe that
“children are a
gift from God;
they are His reward.” (Psalm
127:3)
Timothy Lutheran
Preschool is a
ministry of Timothy Lutheran
Church. Its mission is to serve
children and families by sharing Jesus’ love with
them through an
academically excellent Christian
Education in a
safe, loving environment.

We hope you and yours had a wonderful day of Thanksgiving and counting
all the many blessings God has bestowed upon each of us. I know this year seems to
be so heavy-hearted as we face many challenges in the world around, yet we know
that the Lord is right there in the midst with us each step of the way. Our preschool
has faced some of these challenges and our morning prayer circle always seems to
have some heavy prayer requests each day, yet we know that as we pray, God is
listening and walking with us. Then when we are graced with 84 children walking
through our doors in the morning, we sing His praises and we lift our spirits as we
grow and learn with them each day. We are so grateful for this ministry in our community and for the opportunity to serve these families in this facility with the peace, joy
and love of Jesus. Our staff is so grateful for all of your love and support especially in
those times of extra need and we are honored to continue to serve in this ministry
here at Timothy Lutheran Church. Thank you for all of your love and support of this
ministry for 35 years!
Our children will be singing the praises of Jesus’ birth at some very special
Christmas concerts this year. Due to the need of social distancing and guidelines during this pandemic, we will be hosting three separate Christmas concerts for our students where they will sing several songs from their Music class they attend each
week along with songs about the birth of Jesus. Pastor B and I will be sharing the
story from Luke of Jesus’ birth at each concert, so that our preschool families will still
be hearing of this most glorious event. We hope to livestream the events so that
those not able to attend due to limited seating will still have the opportunity to share in
these special evenings. There really is nothing cuter than three and four-year olds
“singing” about the birth of Jesus!
As we look into the New Year…. 2021, we also look into planning and registration for the next school year. Feel free to reach out to me in any way if you have
questions about our preschool program and all the wonderful things we do here with
the little ones each day. We would love to have your family or friends join our program.
Now as we prepare our hearts and minds for the glorious month of December, I wish you and yours a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Grace and Peace,
Ms. Kristin

Registration 2021-22 School Year!
It’s not too soon to think about plans for your little ones for next year. At Timothy,
we have an excellent, accredited program that serves children from 18 months
through 5 years. Our program is flexible and affordable and we pray that you and
your child will come and experience the growth of God's love through our Early
Childhood Education program.
Registration for Timothy families begins on Sunday, January 24th after the second
service in the Fellowship Hall. Congregation members receive a tuition discount
and class schedules and fees will be available on the website or in the January
Epistle. Please call Kristin Freeman, at 770-924-7995 if you have any questions.
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CANNED FOOD DRIVE CHALLENGE
We asked….. they delivered……

I am so proud of our Preschool families stepping up to the Canned Food Drive Challenge we presented to
them for the first two weeks of November. The Preschool collected 855 canned food items for Timothy’s
Cupboard ranging from canned corn and green beans to fruits and even canned soups and tuna. The kids
did an awesome job of collecting, counting them and then taking them over to the Cupboard to learn just
what happens to the food from there. What a great way to show our students just how they can love their
neighbor! And congratulations to Ms. Melissa and Ms. Caleigh’s 4s class for winning the challenge with 28.5
cans averaged per student (314 cans total!).
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Preschool Happenings
December 14, 16, & 17

ECE Christmas Concerts—6 p.m.

December 16 & 17

Class Christmas Parties

Dec. 21- Jan. 4

No School: Christmas Break

Dear Friends,
We wish you all the blessings, grace and love that come from our Father and thank
you for allowing us the privilege to be a part of your church family. Merry Christmas
and Blessings to each of you in the New Year and always!

With Love,
Your ECE Staff

STAFF SPOTLIGHT
Name: Donna DiSclafani
Birthday: November 5th
Number of Years Serving at Timothy: 3 years
Favorite Song: “Gloria” by Laura Branigan
Favorite Food: eggplant parmigiana
Favorite Saturday activity: “thrifting” and garage sales!
Favorite Place to Visit: Girls’ Weekend in Florida
Dream Vacation: Tennessee or Alabama
Favorite Holiday: Christmas
If you can meet anyone in the world, it would be…… President Trump
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Timothy’s LWML group has been busy this fall with fellowship, crafting and planning for our 2nd annual cookie
fundraiser. A thank you to Carol Taylor for leading the group in creating edible Santa Sleighs that will be sold
along with cookie boxes in December.
We will meet on Saturday, December 5th for our Christmas get together. A theme of decorate your own table
and treats is planned. Themes range from inspirational, nostalgia, sports, nature…endless. Please provide individual portioned treats to share. We plan to open the church at 9:00 A.M. to start decorating with our event
starting at 10:00 A.M. We will be practicing Covid-19 social distancing protocols and facial masks. If you
would like to attend and not decorate a table, we gladly encourage you!
The Christmas season is a wonderful time to reveal yourself to your Secret Sister. We plan to roll out 2021
Secret Sisters starting in January. A questionnaire and information will be coming shortly. This is open to ALL
ladies at Timothy.
Our cookie boxes and Santa sleighs will be available for purchase for $5 each. The sale will be on Saturday,
December 12th, from 1-4 P.M as well as Sunday, December 13th before and after services. Your generous support allows LWML to provide a love offering to our preschool Ray family, Lutheran Bible translators and our
youth at Timothy.
Our January meeting will be held on Saturday, January 16th at 10:00 A.M. We have planned a fun and relaxing
meeting with learning plastic canvas art and cookie decorating. Covid-19 protocols are being implemented.
Plan to come!
Finally, we are asking our Timothy members to support LWML with a mite collection on Sunday, January 10th
at both services.

CONGRATULATIONS to John
and Cynthia Mennicke on their
marriage, November 14.
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Silent Auction baskets are available for bidding in the Fellowship Hall. All proceeds to go toward 2022 National Youth Gathering trip. Final bids accepted until 12/16. A special thank you to Marlene Snyder for
sponsoring this fundraiser through a Thrivent Action Team.
The Youth Christmas Skit performances will be during both church services on Sunday, 12/13.
Youth Families Potluck to follow 11:00am service, with White Elephant Gift Exchange!
We are looking forward to a fun 2021 with many more activities planned!

TIMOTHY’s CUPBOARD
“For all have sinned and fall short of the gory of God.” Romans 3:23
Well, November has been an extremely eventful month at the foodbank. We actually started our Thanksgiving
baskets on Tuesday, Nov. 3, and finished on Tuesday, Nov. 24. We have been able to distribute to 205 needy
families. This includes either a turkey breast or whole turkey (client choice), pumpkin pie, dinner rolls, & all the
fixings—from cranberry sauce, mashed potatoes to stuffing and vegetables. We wish to thank all who helped
to make this happen including the $5,000 grant we received from the City of Woodstock.
We would also like to say a big thank you to all our students at our pre-school. They did an awesome job with
their can collection for the food bank. Every class participated and we thought they were fantastic! (See ECE
Photos)
We are hoping December and January start a big turn around in the number of cans we are receiving and we
start off fresh this new month and year. Hoping 2021 is Blessed.

PRAYER BOOKMARKS for ECE Students and Teachers—You can still pick up a
bookmark or two and pray for our ECE students and Teachers. Please sign on the appropriate
list if you take a bookmark or two.
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STEWARDSHIP – December 2020

Timothy 4.0
… the refreshing
Living Our Faith Through Discipleship
2020 Stewardship Initiative
It was particularly wonderful to see the planning for the veterans’ display come together this year. There are
so many people to thank! First and foremost, to all those currently serving and our veterans, thank you for
your service. Also thanks to Christy Hopewell, Claudia Tighe and KC Colburn for their ideas, help and enthusiasm, to our tall friend, Jared Hopewell, for help with the high bunting, and finally to the preschool, for adding
their special touch and sweet sentiments to the display. A number of photos follow – enjoy!
Somehow we are all learning to live in a new normal and the life of the church goes on – we are an adaptable
lot. As we go into the big holiday season from Thanksgiving to New Year be sure to take advantage of the
many things going on at Timothy.
For those less comfortable coming out, extra Advent services and service features have been implemented at TLC. Perhaps this will allow some to return to a few activities at church.
The youth are presenting an Advent skit and their Advent baskets are on display again this year – support their fundraising efforts and bid on one of their creative baskets!
Timothy is participating in the Woodstock parade on Saturday, December 5, 2020 from 5:30 pm to
8:30 pm. It is called a Reverse Drive-Thru Parade of Lights. Instead of parade floats traveling down
Main Street, spectators will travel in their cars around the stationary float displays at River Ridge High
School and Mill Creek Middle School (400 Arnold Mill Road, Woodstock).
Timothy’s Cupboard continues to serve the community each week and has once again prepared
Thanksgiving baskets for their clients.
LMWL has resumed monthly meetings within recommended guidelines. There will be a special holiday
event on Saturday, 12/5/20, for the December meeting. The cookie sale is still on, so look for full details in the bulletins, on the TVs and in the LWML information.
Coat Drive for Stepping Stone Mission – Timothy is already affiliated with this group which serves the
homeless in the Atlanta area. If you have any gently used or new winter coats you might be able to
part with please place them in the donation boxes. One is inside the main entry, one is at the preschool and, for those who have coats yet don’t wish to come inside, we have an outdoor drop box.
Pull up in the portico and you will see it on the covered walkway leading into the side entrance into
church.
More is available for your consideration – take note and join in as you are able!
Christmas blessings to all!
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COAT DRIVE FOR
STEPPING STONE MISSION
November 22nd – January 3rd
The Stepping Stone Mission, Inc. started in July of 2009 in response to God's
call to serve the homeless. We are servants of our Lord Jesus Christ operating
through a nonprofit 501(c)3 organization. Stepping Stone is a Recognized Service Organization of The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod.
OUR MISSION
Our mission is to share the good news of Jesus Christ's mercy and grace for us
sinners with our brothers and sisters experiencing homelessness. We provide
our brothers and sisters with food and basic necessities, and help along the way
toward rehabilitation, the healing of one's life, and stability.
OUR VISION
Our vision is to be a caring, loving, growing community of Christians who preach the Gospel, teach God’s
Word and extend the compassion of Christ to our homeless brothers and sisters in Atlanta so that they
can be identified, built up and unified in the Body of Christ.
With volunteers from Christian churches in the Atlanta area, we are ambassadors for Jesus
in connecting the homeless with Him. This outreach provides our brothers and sisters with a community set apart from the streets, centered in Christ, and designed for spiritual transformation, so that God's
love will unite us, His children, across social barriers as we grow together into the fullness of
Christ. (Cont.)
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Through the grace of God, we serve in the following ways:
We reach out to our homeless brothers and sisters in downtown Atlanta with straight-forward Gospel
preaching and teaching from the Word of God, worship, food and Christian care.
We disciple a core group of homeless leaders from those who respond to the Gospel through our outreach. We provide these leaders with leadership training, equipping them for evangelism, outreach
and small group leadership among the homeless population of Atlanta.
We provide opportunities for our brothers and sisters to join us in worship and praise services to our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and in fellowship opportunities with other brothers and sisters in
Christ.
For more information please visit https://www.steppingstonemission.net/.

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry - Newsletter article – December 2020
Christmas is coming. It is a joyous time of feasting. The Church feasts upon the Word of God in sermon, song, and
sacrament.
We hear the proclamation of the message of the angels: “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy
that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord” (Luke 2:10-11). We mingle our voices with theirs as we sing, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace among those with whom he is pleased” (Luke 2:14)! We receive the proclaimed Savior, Christ the Lord, not
wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in manger but wrapped in bread and wine placed into our mouths for the
forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. We feast in great joy indeed because of this great blessing from our Lord
and God.
God’s people in ancient Israel also feasted with great joy. The Lord showered His abundant blessing on His people.
And He commanded them to feast upon it (Deuteronomy 16). The people were to go to the place appointed, where
the Lord would make His name dwell, and give offerings, each man as he was able, according to the blessing of the
Lord that He had given them (Deut. 16:10, 15, 17).
And there the Lord would bless them with joy as they feasted upon what the Lord had provided. They ate of the
choice parts of their offerings. They enjoyed the company of all the people of God as they together heard His promises of blessing, sang of His bountiful goodness, and partook of what He gave.
We feast on the Word who became flesh to dwell among us, not just during Christmas but throughout all the year.
We feast not just on the salvation He has wrought for us in His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, but we feast also on all
the temporal blessings that God gives out of His fatherly divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in us. We enjoy the rich bounty that God provides, not only in Word and Sacrament, but also in house and
home, property and income, family and friends.
Let us then, as did our brothers in the faith from ancient Israel, give as we are able, according to the blessing of the
Lord our God that He has given us. Let us, like them, give generously of the first fruits of our income, which He
gives, so that all may know and enjoy the salvation He gives and the joy we have in the Savior born in the city of
David, who is Christ the Lord.

FREE ADVENT CALENDAR
Focus on the Family has provided a free downloadable free Advent calendar to help your family observe this
holy season. Go to FocusOnTheFamily.com/Advent. You’ll find lots of activities and other ways to keep the
holidays focused on Christ.
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Worship Committee Notes
Our worship services have definitely been different and a little challenging this year.
Thanks to our members who:
have offered their musical talents throughout the year – soloists, trios, quartets, instrumentalists and handbell choir, all
praising our Lord.
worked industriously to develop and maintain the streaming of our 8:30am worship services
volunteered to decorate our Sanctuary and main entrance this Christmas including the festive pew bows and ribbon made
by KC. After our 12:30 pm Epiphany service on January 3, we will need help again to take down our Christmas decorations. Please wear your mask.
“Come and Worship our new born King!”

CHRISTMAS GIFT FUND
Dear friends in Christ:
Even as we remain in the grips of the Covid-19 pandemic, the Fall Holiday Season reminds us that we have much to give
thanks for and even more to be humbly appreciative to receive. We give thanks for the health and safety of friends and
family and for the blessings we have received from our gracious Father. But even more, we rejoice over the arrival of the
baby in the manger, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, whose birth, foretold by prophets hundreds of years earlier and announced by the shepherds of Bethlehem, herald’s the coming of God’s promise to send His Son to set us free from the
bonds of sin, death, and the power of the devil. With joy, we celebrate His birth and the eternal peace He brings to us all.
We also at this time of the year celebrate the gifts we at Timothy have received in the staff which has lovingly and faithfully
led us in worship through this most difficult year. The gift of a Pastor who has shown courage and leadership in bringing us
back to worship and a staff who have worked tirelessly to keep us organized, moving forward, and supporting our worship
services in ways never needed in the past.
We ask your participation as we show our support and appreciation for their efforts through our Christmas Gift Fund. You
may make a contribution to that fund by noting the amount to be set aside as a gift on your check or the face of your envelope. We would encourage you to make a by-mail donation before Dec. 15th if that is more comfortable for you at this
time. (TLC, 556 Arnold Mill Road, Woodstock, GA 30188) And as always, you may designate any amount you desire for one
or more particular individuals should you be so inclined.
We thank you for your support of our Pastor and staff and look forward to continuing our mission and ministry to the
Woodstock community as ‘Servants to the Word’ in 2021.
The Board of Elders
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NEWSLETTER ARTICLE

BOARD OF ELDERS
DECEMBER 2020
Mask-Mandated Worship Services – While we give thanks that we have been able to return to regular worship services in the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic, it is becoming ever more evident that this virus and its threat to the
health and well-being of many in our community and congregation is not a short-lived concern and has created a
need to provide a more secure and comfortable environment to worship for those whose health concerns do not
allow for gathering in a public space without the use of personal protective equipment in the form of masks. Large
numbers within our congregation have worshiped for many months through the availability of the internet and our
live-streamed services but we feel this is no longer a sufficient spiritual solution; it is vitally important to bring all of
our members into the sanctuary to worship our Heavenly Father and Risen Savior in such a way that respects both
the physical and spiritual needs of each individual.
After much discussion with Pastor Brammeier, the Board of Elders, the Executive and Worship Committees, we are
ready to move forward with a new, third service each Sunday which will be a mask-mandated service beginning Sunday, December 6th. This service will begin at 12:30 PM Sunday afternoons, will have a full liturgy and will offer Holy
Communion on the second and fourth week each month. We will work to sanitize the sanctuary prior to this service
and to, in every way possible, conduct a service which will meet the spiritual and physical needs of every member
who wishes to participate in this environment.
We will continue to strive to meet the needs of our congregation members during this pandemic. We pray this is
another step towards bringing the Gospel of our Living Lord to every member.
Concordia Publishing House announces a 40% off sale on Self-Study Bibles! We are excited to begin Pastor B.’s new
sermon series ‘Preaching the Bible in a Year’ in January – which will include a daily scripture reading for congregation
members to prepare for the next weeks’ sermon. Just in time for this series CPH has announced a 40% Off Sale on its
extraordinary Self-Study bibles. Even if you have a bible, a favorite bible, the new Concordia Self-Study Bible is an
exceptional way to read the bible through the eyes and thoughts of some of our most notable theologians; Luther,
Melanchthon, Chemnitz’s words and teachings brought to life, guiding the reader to see more clearly the scripture’s
clear purpose, pointing the way to understanding the need and God’s plan for man’s salvation through our Lord, Jesus Christ.
There are several versions available: The Lutheran Study Bible in hardback for only $30.00 and the Lutheran Study
Bible in black leather for $60.00, both outstanding values. These can be purchased individually, even personalized,
or you can contact the church office by December 20th and we can significantly reduce the cost of shipping and have
the bibles available in time for the new sermon series.

2021 SERMON SERIES

PREACHING THE BIBLE IN A YEAR
Beginning in January, Pastor Brammeier will start a series which will cover selected parts of the Old and New Testament.
There will be handouts the prior week for you to read through and prepare for the coming Sunday.
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Lutheran Early Response Team (LERT) Training

Coming to a Church near you!
“We love because he first
loved us.”
(1 John 4:19 ESV)

When disaster strikes, lives are turned upside down. Survivors often need food, clothing, shelter and spiritual care as they begin to cope with tragedy and loss.
Responding to these hurting people is a vital part of who we are as members of The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS). We show mercy and love to our communities because
of the great grace and love that God has first shown to us.
Join a Lutheran Early Response Team (LERT) chainsaw training event near you to learn
how congregations and even individual members like you can be better prepared to
show Christ’s love to the community when a disaster strikes. Attendees will receive
training in the following areas:
1. How to cut down trees properly
2. Volunteer safety
3. Buck and limb fallen trees
4. General debris cleanup
5. Personal Protective Equipment
7. Additional certification opportunities

Attendees also will receive an LCMS Disaster Response credential that will give them
credibility as they enter disaster zones in a coordinated and collaborative effort to assist
those in need. The cost is $35 and you can make check payable to the FLGA District,
LERT Training Event:
March 5 & 6, 2021
Timothy Lutheran Church
Woodstock, GA

FLGA LERT Registrations
Questions? please contact the FLGA District Disaster Coordinator -

Contact Don Snyder (770-337-5908) or donqsnyder@gmail.com or
Mike Lawson (770-776-7367) or mikemijalawson@yahoo.com
for additional information.
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NEW SCREEN IN FELLOWSHIP HALL

We now have a new screen that will allow us to stream our worship services in the fellowship hall. This will be especially beneficial for our Christmas services. While we are having four Christmas Eve services to accommodate all
those who desire to worship in person we now will have an overflow area to insure that people will still be able to
properly social distance and be present for communion. Thanks to Jack Basler, Bill Terrill, Mike Lawson, Don
Snyder and John Turner (not in picture) for helping to get this installed and operational.
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Jesus Loves Me
Many years ago, while watching a little TV on Sunday instead of going to church, I watched a
Church in Atlanta honoring one of its senior pastors who had been retired many years.
He was 92 at that time and I wondered why the Church even bothered to ask the old gentleman to preach at that age. After a warm welcome, introduction of this speaker, and as the applause quieted down he rose from his high back chair and walked slowly, with great effort and
a sliding gate to the podium. Without a note or written paper of any kind, he placed both hands
on the pulpit to steady himself and then quietly and slowly he began to speak.

"When I was asked to come here today and talk to you, your pastor asked me to tell you what
was the greatest lesson ever learned in my 50 odd years of preaching. I thought about it for a
few days and boiled it down to just one thing that made the most difference in my life and
sustained me through all my trials. The one thing that I could always rely on when tears and
heart break and pain and fear and sorrow paralyzed me......the only thing that would comfort
was this verse.
"Jesus loves me this I know.
For the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to him belong,
We are weak but he is strong.....
Yes, Jesus loves me...
The Bible tells me so."
When he finished, the church was quiet. You actually could hear his foot steps as he shuffled
back to his chair. I don't believe I will ever forget it.
A pastor once stated, "I always noticed that its was the adults who chose the children's hymn
'Jesus Loves Me' (for the children of course) during a hymn sing, and it was the adults who
sang the loudest because I could see they knew it the best."
Senior version of Jesus Loves Me
Here is a new version just for us who have white hair, or no hair at all. For us over middle age
(or even those almost there) and all you
others, check out this newest version of "Jesus Loves Me". It is quite good, so read, sing and
enjoy:" (Continued next page)
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JESUS LOVES ME
Jesus loves me, this I know,
Though my hair is white as snow.
Though my sight is growing dim,
Still He bids me trust in Him.
(CHORUS)
YES, JESUS LOVES ME
YES, JESUS LOVES ME
YES, JESUS LOVES ME
THE BIBLE TELLS ME SO
Though my steps are oh, so slow,
With my hand in His I'll go
On through life, let come what may,
He'll be there to lead the way.
(CHORUS)
Though I am no longer young,
I have much which He's begun.
Let me serve Christ with a smile,
Go with others the extra mile.
(CHORUS)
When the nights are dark and long,
In my heart He puts a song.
Telling me in words so clear,
"Have no fear, for I am near."
(CHORUS)
When my work on earth is done,
And life's victories have been won.
He will take me home above,
Then I'll understand His love
(CHORUS)
I love Jesus, does He know?
Have I ever told Him so?
Jesus loves to hear me say,
That I love Him every day.
(CHORUS)
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Genay Miller

12/4

Brenda & Don Standridge

12/18

David Plowman

12/4

Jim & Sharon Utych

12/28

Lauren Withhart

12/5

Ron & Raye Miller

12/29

Teddy Peykoff

12/6

Greg & Donna Kline

12/30

Marilyn Smith

12/6

Jack & Linda Basler

12/31

Tad Furnish

12/7

Suzanne Forman

12/8

Wallace Kelly

12/14

Mike Young

12/16

Claudia Tighe

12/18

Camryn Hooks

12/20

Kristen Blackwell

12/22

Deanna Lennon

12/22

Amy Brown

12/23

Bruce Miller

12/23

Krista Mallon

12/24

Rick Riney

12/24

Polly McIntyre

12/27

Michelle Roskovich

12/28

Steve Knothe

12/31

Fear not!
On that first Christmas night, the angel said to the shepherds: “Do not be afraid” (Luke 2:10). What is there to fear
from a baby? A baby is powerless, with no guile, no anger and no judgment, only needing from us without fearing
we will not provide: simply trusting, and content to be resting in our arms. This is how God came. This is Christmas.
This one child, and for a time, perhaps too brief, our fears are taken over by our love for this child, and he is able to
change our hearts. …
In Jesus, we are free to live life as fully and as joyfully as we will allow ourselves. For it is only we who hold ourselves
back. God does not. For God has forgiven us in this baby and will not restrain us from living with sheer abandon,
trusting in this gentle and gracious God, who keeps telling us: “Do not be afraid.”
—Gary Westgard, At Break of Day
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A word for the year
Every January, some people pray and ask God to provide a word for
their year ahead. Friends have shared theirs with me, but I was hesitant to embrace the practice myself. I’d love to receive a word like
flourish; then again, I might be like the friend who heard health and
then faced many physical challenges that year.
But I tried it for 2020 and heard prepare. My first reaction was that the
word wasn’t very exciting, which possibly confirmed I hadn’t orchestrated it. Indeed, 2020 ended up full of significant, unexpected change
for our family, with careers, school, church and friends. Prepare reminded me that amid chaos, God had prepared me for each moment
and continues to prepare me for what’s next.
Give it a try! Regardless of the word you receive or what lies ahead,
you can trust that God loves you and is ultimately in control for 2021
and beyond.
—Janna Firestone
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