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TIMOTHY’S 

EPISTLE 

SEPTEMBER 2020 

 Timothy Lutheran Church   Church Office—770 928-2812 

 556 Arnold Mill Road    Preschool—770 924-7995 

 Woodstock, GA  30188    Timothy’s Cupboard—770 591-5515 

 www.tlcwoodstock.org    email:  timothylutheran@comcast.net 

                DATES TO REMEMBER 

Sept. 7   Labor Day—NO PRESCHOOL—OFFICE CLOSED 

Sept. 21—25  FALL BREAK—NO PRESCHOOL 

 

Sunday’s  8:30 & 11 AM  SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 

Sunday’s  9:45 AM  Adult Bible Classes (No children’s SS) 

Wednesday’s  11 AM   Word on Wednesday Bible Study / Pastor 

   5:30 PM   Confirmation Class 

Last Saturday of Month 9 AM  All Things Motorcycle 

 

Watch our services live or On Demand at www.tlcwoodstock.org,  
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Pastor’s Corner 

Rev. Daniel 
Brammeier 

As the weeks and months of the coronavirus pandemic seem to drag on we may find ourselves saying the words, 
“How long? How long will this last? When will it ever end?”  

Recently I came across the wording for “how long” in both the Greek New Testament and Hebrew Old Testament. In 
each case the literal translation for “how long” is “until when.” The idea behind the constructions is “until what point 
in time” will we have to put up with what’s going on. 

Let’s take a look at some passages the speak to the concept of “how long” or “until when.” 

Matthew 17:14-17 

14 And when they came to the crowd, a man came up to him and, kneeling before him, 15 said, “Lord, have mercy on 
my son, for he has seizures and he suffers terribly. For often he falls into the fire, and often into the water. 16 And I 
brought him to your disciples, and they could not heal him.” 17 And Jesus answered, “O faithless and twisted gener-
ation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring him here to me.” 

Jesus is showing some frustration with his disciples’ inability to drive out a demon. He laments as to “how long” he 
would have to put up a faithless world. He is literally asking “until what time” will this all keep going on. The answer 
for Jesus is summed “until” the time he went to the cross to suffer and die and then rise again. That point in time was 
and is the solution for Jesus and for us. 

Revelation 6:9-10 

9 When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and 
for the witness they had borne. 10 They cried out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long be-
fore you will judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” 

Psalm 13:1-2 

How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide your face from me? 2 How long must I take 
counsel in my soul and have sorrow in my heart all the day? How long shall my enemy be exalted over me? 

In Revelation the saints in heaven who had been martyred for faith in Jesus, cry out to the Lord, “until when” or how 
long will it be until you avenge our blood? In the same way David lamented that it seemed God had departed from 
him. He cries out “how long,” until when will the Lord come to his aid? 

These instances in scripture are similar to how we cry out “how long.” Our cry is a longing to know at what point in 
time the suffering, distress or trouble will end. The problem is WE DON’T KNOW and that’s why we lift up our lamen-
tations to the Lord.  

There is a danger here. Our cry for knowledge about the future can lead to faith or unbelief. Like frustrated children 
who want to know when they will get what they want we can treat the Lord with contempt when he does not show 
us what we want. However when we cry out in faith asking how long, we realize that the Lord knows what is good for 
us and he will take care of everything. He will especially take care of his elect, his faithful. After all he has taken care 
of our greatest need, the forgiveness of sins through Jesus’ shed blood on the cross and has secured our eternal 
home in heaven. Even though we ask “how long,” “until when Lord” we can have the comfort Paul gives in 1 Corinthi-
ans 4:17 “For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.” 

Pastor Brammeier 

How Long?? 
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Preschool News 

Kristin Freeman,  
Preschool  
Director 

ECE Mission and 

Ministry State-

ment 

At Timothy Lu-
theran Preschool, 
we believe that 
“children are a 
gift from God; 
they are His re-
ward.” (Psalm 
127:3) 

Timothy Lutheran 
Preschool is a 
ministry of Timo-
thy Lutheran 
Church.  Its mis-
sion is to serve 
children and fami-
lies by sharing Je-
sus’ love with 
them through an 
academically ex-
cellent Christian 
Education in a 
safe, loving envi-
ronment. 

Greetings from the Land of Little Ones, 

We are off to a great start to the school year with just a few tears and extra virtual 
hugs from kids (and moms!) and things are running as smoothly as possible at our won-
derful preschool. Thank you for your continued support and prayers of this ministry as 
they are certainly felt each morning when the little ones walk through our door.  

We are limiting visitors this year in our program to remain open safely and with mini-
mal virus exposure, but my office email and phone are always open if you have ques-
tions or would like more insight into our days here in the Preschool. We will also share 
pictures of the little ones hard at work and play each month with the congregation so 
you can see just how much “love grows here”!  

With great big thanks I say, thank you to those that helped one hot, sweaty Saturday 
morning to beautify our playgrounds.  Pastor B, Pete Greer, Suzanne Forman, Brian 
Howe, Dale and Maria Ferguson all helped to spread mulch on the playgrounds and 
improve the outdoor learning space for our little ones. The children are loving life out-
side on both playgrounds. Thank you for all of your hard work! 

 The classrooms are decorated with lots of color and love and the teachers have wel-
comed new students with open hearts and minds. We really do have a fabulous staff of 
Christian women ministering to these little lambs each day. I hope to share a little bit 
about each one of them as the year progresses, so return to the Epistle each month to 
find out! Our first staff spotlight is a returning face in Susan Stadler-Phillips and we are 
grateful to have her gift of teaching back in our building again.  

Our morning routines are a bit different here at the Preschool as we use multiple en-
trances to allow for safer social distancing and temperature checks but you can always 
find Pastor B (and some days Scruffy and Scrappy) out in the parking lot welcoming 
families and sharing the peace, love and joy of Jesus with them. It is a glorious sight to 
see God’s love in action, especially during such unprecedented times. Please continue 
to lift this ministry up in your prayers as we take each day God hands us and we share 
His love with the little ones of the Woodstock community. 

Grace and Peace, 

Kristin Freeman 

Preschool Happenings 

 

September 2 & 3  Fall Picture Day 

September 7  Labor Day (No School) 

September 21-25  Fall Holiday (No School) 
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Name: Susan Stadler- Phillips 

Birthday: December 21 

Number of Years Serving: 5 years  

Favorite Song: “Amazing Grace” 

Favorite Food: Mexican 

Favorite Saturday activity: swimming 

Favorite Place to Visit: any of the local parks 

Dream Vacation: Alaska 

Favorite Holiday: Christmas 

If you can meet anyone in the world, it would 
have been…. Billy Graham. 

STAFF SPOTLIGHT 
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SEPTEMBER 2020 
 

 

Remember your Secret Sister!! 
 

 

MISSIONARY UPDATE: 
 
Elizabeth Ratliff has safely returned to Zam-

bia and retrieved all of the shipping totes with 

sewing machines, fabric, notions, scissors, 

books on woodworking and much more.  She 

was pleased to let us know all the totes ar-

rived intact and undamaged, which is no 

small feat!   

 
God’s blessing on the shipping and the 

goods continues! Through God’s abun-

dance to us and your generous response 

when she visited, she had an opportunity to also bless a group of women that have converted from Islam 

to Christianity.  Their conversion caused them to have to leave their homes and they now have a way to 

support themselves and their children.   

 
 
 
 
Our preschool staff returned on Friday, 8/7/20. On 
behalf of all the LWML ladies the officers purchased 
food and set up a breakfast in the fellowship hall to 
welcome them back to school. 
 
 
 
Secret Sisters – there are no changes at this time, yet if for some reason you are no longer able to par-

ticipate, you want to join now or know someone else who wants to join the fun, please let Patti Kastens 

(kastens5@bellsouth.net) know.   Otherwise we will continue on with our current assignments until we 

can meet in person. 

 

Birthday Bags – A BIG THANK YOU to the preschool and Sunday school classes in the spring for their 

generous donations of birthday celebration items.  The bags will be assembled and delivered to the food 

bank in September.  

Fellowship – while we can’t share a meal right now, we can share a recipe.  Look for an email from Te-

resa sending you a recipe for a favorite summer recipe.  REPLY ALL to her email with your recipe.  In the 

end we should all have a bunch of them!  (In September we’ll ask for recipes using apples, October will 

be pumpkin and November will be a cookie or candy recipe.)  If you want to participate in this activity and 

did not attend an LWML meeting in the past, please email Teresa at tjarmick@gmail.com.  

(Continued next page) 

mailto:kastens5@bellsouth.net
mailto:tjarmick@gmail.com
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LWML Convention update – Teresa and Gail were the official TLC delegates and mailed in their ballots 

for mission grants.  As you know, our request for preschool playground equipment was included in the 

proposed mission grants.  We now await the voting results by district delegates.   

 

If you wish to attend the virtual President’s Equip Conference (9/24-9/26), registration is now open.  

(https://flgadistrict.org/pec/)  The cost is $50 a person for complete access to the virtual event. You’ll need 

to register and pay before September 20th to ensure your log on.  NOTE:  There are many breakout ses-

sions, yet the only LWML component at the conference is a workshop on grant preparation. 

 

Fall Rally – at this time the Atlanta Zone has no definite plans for a fall rally. 

 

Mites – from the LWML Florida-Georgia District website (http://www.flgalwml.com/): 

 

Mite Goal: Mission Accomplished! 

Praise God, the source of all good! 

We have wonderful news to share: We have reached our mite goal for the 2018-2020 bien-
nium! 
Any mite donations received that are over the amount of the current goal will be applied to 
the 2020-2021 biennium. 
 

Save the Date for LWML Sunday – this is currently scheduled for 10/4/20 and mites will be collected.   

 

Questions?   Please contact Teresa Jarmick, Patti Kastens, Gail Trimble, KC Colburn or Kristen Blackwell 

 
The Worship Committee would like to thank our members who offered their talents 
in praising our Lord during our worship services this pandemic summer. Scripture 
based music has a way of calming our daily anxieties, so thanks for sharing your mu-
sical talents. 

TIMOTHY’s CUPBOARD 

1 John 3:17—”For God did not send His son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through 

him.” 

The month of August has been very exciting at the foodbank.  We have been extremely blessed with an over abun-

dance of fresh fruit and produce.  

We have been able to provide each and every family with approximately 250-300 lbs. of food for the month. 

The number of families still seems to fluctuate, we have from 20 one day to the next 32.  

The foodbank is in desperate need of canned goods, from soup, vegetables, fruit, tuna to any available.  We would 

definitely appreciate any donations…. 

https://flgadistrict.org/pec/
http://www.flgalwml.com/
javascript:void(0);
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STEWARDSHIP – SEPTEMBER 2020 

 
 

Timothy 4.0 
   … the refreshing 

 
 

Living Our Faith Through Discipleship 
2020 Stewardship Initiative  

 

 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

LCMS Stewardship Ministry Newsletter article – September 2020 

“Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might” (Eccl 9:10). 
 
God bids us to be faithful in the tasks He calls us to do. He calls us to be members of a family (husbands and 
wives; fathers and mothers; sons and daughters). He calls us to be members of society (those who govern and 
those who are governed). And He calls us to be members of His family, the Church (those who preach and teach 
and those who hear and learn). Each of these callings from God places a duty on us. 
 
As members of a family, husbands are given the duty to die for their wives as Christ gave His life for His bride, the 
Church; while wives are given the duty to respect their husbands and submit themselves to them as the Church 
does to Christ. Fathers and mothers are to raise their children in the fear and admonition of the Lord, teaching 
them the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Scriptures concerning Baptism, Confession, 
the Office of the Keys, and the Lord’s Supper. Children are to honor their parents throughout their lives, and even 
when their parents are no longer alive, serving and obeying them, loving and cherishing them, and speaking well 
of them. 
 
As members of society, God calls those who govern to bear the sword, that is, to punish those who do evil (those 
who live contrary to God’s will) and to reward those who do good (those whose lives are lived in conformity with 
God’s will). Those who are governed are to obey their leaders as to the Lord Himself, for their leaders bear the 
sword of God’s temporal justice for a purpose. 
 
As members of God’s own family, the Church, He calls those who preach and teach to do so in faithfulness to His 
holy Word. To preach and teach the Law of God to convict the hearts of hearers of their sin and to encourage, 
admonish, and exhort them to do good works in accordance with God’s will. They are to preach and teach the 
Gospel, the full forgiveness of their sins accomplished by Christ and received through faith, not by works. They are 
to administer the means of grace in accordance with the Gospel and the Word of God. They do all this for the 
young and old alike, for those who are near and far off. Those who hear and learn are to submit themselves to 
their preachers and teachers. They are to support them by their prayers and their gifts.  
 
Each of these callings from God place a duty on us. They make a claim on our presence; on our prayers; and our 
time, talents, and treasures. So, “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might” (Eccl 9:10). Pray for 
your family, your government, and your church. Give of yourself by means of your time, your talents, and your 
treasures to your family, your government, and your Church. That is what it means to be faithful in the tasks that 
God has given us. That is what it means to do it with all your might. 
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This is a virtual conference beginning on Thursday, September 24 at 
10:00 AM. Registering for this conference will provide access to the 
entire event through the end of the year. There will be a general ses-
sion on all three mornings. Thursday and Friday afternoons will include 
focus groups on many different topics. Please go to https://
flgadistrict.org/pec/  to get the full details for the conference.  

Also, there will be an “Equip Mall”, a virtual exhibit hall with vendors 
and other exhibitors presenting how they can help support our minis-
tries.  

The registration cost is $50, and you must register by September 20th. 
Once registered, just submit your invoice to the church by placing it in 

the elders’ mail slot. Timothy will reimburse you for the cost of registration. If you have any questions, please contact 
either Pastor B, Mike Parnow or Don Snyder. This is a great opportunity to learn more about your ministry area and how 
other congregations are ministering in this new era and you can do it from the comfort of your home with no travel and 
no hotels. 

  BOARD OF ELDERS 

SEPTEMBER 2020 

 

Our worship services at Timothy Lutheran have sought to be a time for the congregation to come together in praise, 
preaching and prayer; praise to our Triune God and the wondrous works we see in our lives every day and the bless-
ings of His mercy and grace; preaching which brings His Word alive in revelations of Law and Gospel and their appli-
cation to our daily lives; and prayer to our Heavenly King for the church, His blessings in our lives and spiritual care 
for our fellow members and community. 

In an effort to help the congregation focus on our most current and pressing prayers and supplications the Board of 
Elders has recommended that we continue to use the Prayers of the Church portion of our worship services to bring 
before God those prayer requests which are newly weighing on our hearts; prayers for healing, comfort in times of 
grief, strength in times of doubt, and the joys which come with births, marriages, graduations and the myriad of oth-
er life experiences we want to share with the congregation.  

In order to have our in-service prayer focus be on the most essential and pressing situations we will begin to utilize 
the bulletin’s Timothy Take-Out to remind us of ongoing or long-term prayer requests; healing, comfort, and peace.  
Pastor’s verbal prayers during services will include those prayers which are of a current and timely nature.  Most 
prayer requests will remain part of our services for two to four weeks; when requested by a congregation member 
prayer requests will be extended as the need requires. 

It is our hope that this will help us to better engage our congregation in active prayer support for those who need 
our prayers the most today while remembering those who need our spiritual care on an ongoing and every day ba-
sis.  We will begin this transition on Sunday, September 6th. 

 
 
 
 
FAITH-BASED MOVIE ALERT – TULSA (A story of redemption and forgiveness) – began showing August 
21.  Inspired by true events, a desperate marine biker’s life is turned upside-down when he is united with 
the sassy 9-year-old daughter he never knew existed. (Saw that it was showing at the Regal Cherokee 
Theater, 355 Cinema View, Woodstock.  Check your local listings for days and times.)    

https://flgadistrict.org/pec/
https://flgadistrict.org/pec/
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Lutheran Coalition for Habitat for Humanity 

 

The Lutheran Coalition Ministry has helped to build 32 homes for families in our community since its inception in 1994.  We 

could not have accomplished this without the volunteer and financial contributions from our church family supporters.   

As the Covid-19 pandemic continues its invisible presence and in an effort to ensure the health and safety of our supporters, 

we have regrettably decided to cancel the Taste of Habitat Fundraiser for 2020.  The Taste has been our major fundraising 

event for the past 15 years.  Without the funds raised at this annual event, we would not have been able to help 32 families 

move out of substandard housing and into a well-constructed home they will own after paying back an interest free mortgage.  

The Habitat homeowners also invest 200 volunteer hours in other Family Partners’ home construction in addition to working 

on their own home.   

We were pleased to be able to complete our 32nd Habitat home in Canton this year, conforming to the Covid-19 restrictions 

and financially supporting the build with $45K.  In 2021, we want to ensure we will be able to fund and build our 33rd home, 

and ask your consideration to continue your support of the Lutheran Coalition for Habitat for Humanity ministry through the:  

2020 UN-TASTE of HABITAT  

September 18, 2020                         

To view the fruits of your support of the Lutheran Coalition for Habitat for Humanity visit: 

2020 Tour of 2020 Homeowner’s Home   https://youtu.be/IX04b5KfK-s 

Interview with 2020 Homeowner Kenny Ogundipe where she expresses her thankfulness for Habitat and your support  
https://youtu.be/MscNkdnBgLI 

July 18, 2020 Home Dedication  https://youtu.be/CQFFLsXe1gg 

2020 UN-TASTE OF HABITAT DONATION 

Return to Don Snyder and place in the Snyder mail slot at Timothy or mail to Don Snyder at 3371 Fawn Trail, Marietta, GA  

30066 (Call 770-337-5908 with any questions.) The Lutheran Coalition for Habitat is a 501(C)(3) organization. 

   Buy a $25 Virtual ticket to the Un-Taste; Stay at home on September 18, prepare and share your favorite foods 

with family & friends while you raise a toast to Habitat and the 2021 family whose life will be enriched by your sup-

port.   

Sponsor the 2020 Un-Taste; Sponsorship Levels Listed Below.  Visit the Coalition’s website to view the 32 

homes we have built in our community:  www.lutheranhabitat.org     

                            Gold:         $1000                                                                                                
                            Silver:        $500 
                            Bronze:     $200 
 

  Services available for a donation to the Lutheran Coalition for Habitat, Visit:     
                https://sites.google.com/view/lcservicesdirectory/home 
 

God’s blessings, 

Don Snyder - Lutheran Coalition Board Member   

https://youtu.be/IX04b5KfK-s
https://youtu.be/MscNkdnBgLI
https://youtu.be/CQFFLsXe1gg
http://www.lutheranhabitat.org
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsites.google.com%2Fview%2Flcservicesdirectory%2Fhome&data=02%7C01%7Csmithmel%40fultonschools.org%7Ccc865983d9cd43f9815908d8388a4e35%7C0cdcb19881694b70ba9fda7e3ba700c2%7C1%7C0%7C6373215139624624
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Kirk Scharich  Sept. 1 

Frank Plunket  Sept. 3 

Grant Martin  Sept. 8 

Scott Tighe  Sept. 9 

Samantha Hall  Sept. 10 

Greg Kline  Sept. 10 

Mark Niss  Sept. 10 

Ethan Erbe  Sept.  12 

Skip Nunn  Sept. 16 

Kate Riney  Sept. 21 

Marshall Share  Sept. 22 

Thomas Share  Sept. 22 

Luther Pins  Sept. 23 

Jeannie Symonds Sept. 25 

John Dicks  Sept. 26 

Jamie Holt  Sept. 26 

Dennis Williams  Sept. 26 

Hanna Bowler  Sept. 29 

Kirk & Barbara Scharich  Sept. 6 

Ryan & Christine Ericksen Sept. 7 

Bill & Nancy Terrill  Sept. 11 

Eric & Jeannie Symonds  Sept. 12 

Paul & Sena Fostvedt  Sept. 22 

Brandon & Kristen Blackwell Sept. 22 

Guy & Wendy Wemmer  Sept. 22 

Kevin & Marilyn Schaff  Sept. 25 

Bill & Gayle Schuette  Sept. 25 

QUEEN ESTHER – LIVE – Friday, Sept. 4, 7 PM – 
 

 Sight & Sound Theatres is bringing a live show to the world.  
This Labor Day weekend, gather your family and join viewers 
from around the world as this riveting Bible story comes to life 
right in your living room, available exclusively on the brand 
new streaming video channel, Sight & Sound TV.  In the midst 
of this challenging year, may we all be inspired by Esther’s sto-
ry of courageous faith in the midst of chaos, and be reminded 
that God has called each one of us for such a time as this.   

Spoiler alert 

In these days of DVRs and streaming programming, it’s common courtesy to warn people before discussing a show’s 
plot or ending. How frustrating to inadvertently hear how a much-anticipated drama concludes!  

 
Knowing how everything ends is a blessing for Christians, however. Jesus’ victory over death gives us hope and confi-

dence for this life — and for the life to come.  
 

“The church does not pretend … that it does not know what will happen with the crucified Jesus,” writes Thomas 
Hopko in The Orthodox Faith. “It does not sorrow and mourn over the Lord as if the church itself were not the very 

creation which has been produced from his wounded side and from the depths of his tomb. All through [Holy Week] 
services, the victory of Christ is contemplated and the resurrection is proclaimed.”  

 
Indeed, Jesus’ followers know how his story — and therefore our story — ends: in Easter life! 
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KID”S CORNER 
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