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TIMOTHY’S
EPISTLE
March 2020

Dates to Remember
March 4, 11, 18, 25

11 AM & 7:30 PM—Lenten Services

March 6—7

ECE Staff Retreat

March 11—12

8:15 AM—ECE Donuts with Dads

March 13

4—9 PM—Parents Night Out

March 21

8:30 AM —2:30 PM—LWML Zone Rally

March 23

6:30 PM—Ladies Night Out

March 28

9 AM—All Things Motorcycle

March 29

New Member Sunday
Weekly Activities

Tuesday

6:15 PM—Handbells

7:30 PM—Choir
Wednesday

5:30 PM—Confirmation Class

Timothy Lutheran Church

Church Office—770 928-2812

556 Arnold Mill Road

Preschool—770 924-7995

Woodstock, GA 30188

Timothy’s Cupboard—770 591-5515

www.tlcwoodstock.org

email: timothylutheran@comcast.net
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Pastor’s Corner
What About Lent?
Rev. Daniel
Brammeier
The first mention of a forty day period before Easter comes from the Council of Nicea in AD. 325. Wow, think
about that. The church has been practicing the season we are in for almost 1700 hundred years. The word “Lent”
comes from the old English word “lencten,” which seems to mean “lengthen,” referring to the lengthening of
days during spring time. The Middle English derived the words, Lenten, lente and lent.
In the canons (writings) of the Council of Nicea the forty days are called, “tessarakonta”, the original Greek for
“forty.” It would seem most of the church, before the Council of Nicea, had been practicing what was called the
“Triduum” or “three day” observance of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter, with Easter celebrated
sometime during the night on Easter Saturday with the “Great Easter Vigil” service. The practice of preparing for
the “Triduum” eventually turned into the forty days of Lent which include most of Holy Week.
But what is “Lent” really all about? For many Lent conjures pictures of fasting and abstinence of some kind. Lent
is the high “penitential” season with the season of Advent being it’s little brother who never quite got as intense
as Lent. We are drawn to think about the fact that death comes through sin and the consequences of our sins.
Yes, Lent is supposed to be the season of “sackcloth and ashes.”

But is “Lent” really worth it? To answer this question we turn to what Luther wrote in the Small Catechism when
it came to preparation for the Sacrament of the Altar:
Who receives this Sacrament worthily?
Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine outward training. But that person is truly worthy and
well prepared who has faith in these words: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” But anyone who does not believe these words or doubts them is unworthy and unprepared, for the words “for
you” require all hearts to believe.
Here we get the idea of “outward” and “inward” preparations for the Sacrament that we can apply to the season
of Lent. If a person chooses to deny themselves certain things during the season of Lent to help focus the mind
and heart on the reason why Jesus had to come, then fine. If someone chooses not to observe any special outward preparations for the season, that’s fine as well. What we should all be concentrating on is the “inward” or
“spiritual” preparations of Lent, especially through the hearing, preaching and receiving of grace through Word
and Sacrament. Lenten Divine Services give us a wonderful opportunity to answer the question of why Jesus had
to come into the world and do what he had to do. That answer is very simple, because we desperately needed
him to come and win salvation for us.
Yes, the season of Lent may seem very dark and dreary as we look at our sinfulness, but Lent can also be a time
of great consolation in that we are brought to see that God saw our need and fulfilled his promises to send us a
deliverer from sin and death: Jesus Christ our Savior.
This might be a bit of an oxymoron, but I hope you have a happy Lenten season as you are brought to see Jesus
as your Savior from sin and death.

Pastor Brammeier
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Preschool News
National Lutheran Schools Accreditation
Kristin Freeman,
Preschool
Director

ECE Mission and
Ministry Statement
At Timothy Lutheran Preschool, we believe that
“children are a
gift from God;
they are His reward.” (Psalm
127:3)
Timothy Lutheran Preschool is
a ministry of
Timothy Lutheran Church. Its
mission is to
serve children
and families by
sharing Jesus’
love with them
through an academically excellent Christian
Education in a
safe, loving environment.

We have begun the re-accreditation process for the 2020-21 school year and
committees are meeting and reviewing all the various standards that are required
by the Preschool for us to meet the proper guidelines for national accreditation.
Thank you to all church members who are serving on a committee to help us review our program and improve our program in the process too. God-willing we will
learn in the Summer of 2021 that we have met all the standards necessary to
continue to be National Accredited through the Lutheran Schools!

Parent’s Night Out
Join us on March 13th, from 4:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. (or anytime in between) for
our quarterly Parent’s Night Out. This is an evening open to congregation and
preschool children which provides children with a fun and safe time at our preschool while the parents have some fun of their own. Supper is included and is
served around 6:00 p.m. The cost is $5/hour per child and $4/hour for each sibling. Ages are 18 months to 8 years old. Please call or email Kristin Freeman at
TLC.ecedirector@comcast.net if you would like to register for the evening!

In The Spotlight
Name: Elizabeth O’Connor
Birthday: May 23
Number of Years Serving: 6 years
Favorite Song: #41 by Dave Mathews
Favorite Food: Cheeseburger
Favorite Saturday Activity: Watching my
kiddos play baseball and basketball
Favorite Place to Visit: Beach
Dream Vacation: Israel
Favorite Holiday: Thanksgiving
If you can meet anyone in the world, it
would be…… I haven’t met him yet, but one
day I will, Jesus!

Thank you to this wonderful congregation for this ministry
to the Woodstock community. Our preschool classrooms
for the 2020-21 school year are full and we have a wait-list
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Preschool Happenings
March Preschool Happenings
March 6

No School: Staff Development Day
at Georgia Preschool Association Conference

March 11 & 12

Donuts with Dads

March 13

Parent’s Night Out

March 16 & 17

Ms. Carol Reads: Story Telling

Worship Committee Notes
Easter Lilies
Sign up to purchase a lily to be used to decorate our sanctuary on Easter Sunday. The 6
inch pot costs $9.50. The signup sheet will be posted on the Sign Up bulletin board. Make
out your checks to Timothy Lutheran Church, marked Easter Lily, and place in the offering
plate or drop off at the Secretary’s office. DEADLINE IS SUNDAY MARCH 15.

Easter Butterflies
The butterfly symbolizes the resurrection of Christ and of believers and is seen especially at Easter. The caterpillar disappears into a cocoon, appears dead, just as
Christ was laid in the tomb after his crucifixion. Later, it emerges, having transformed into something more beautiful than it was.
Again this Easter, all members, children and adults will have the opportunity to decorate a cardstock butterfly to be displayed along the windows in the back of the
sanctuary. We had a great response from the congregation last year. The butterfly
patterns will be placed near the sanctuary entrance/exits this month. Please return
your colorfully decorated butterfly by Sunday March 29 and place them in the baskets that will be near the sanctuary entrance/exits. You can take your butterfly
home after the 11:00 am Easter service if you want.
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FEBRUARY 2020
At our monthly meeting in February… Our Bible verse was 1 Peter 4:10: As each has received a gift,
use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace. After opening with prayer we had an
icebreaker where we each revealed a hidden talent and then shared our Bible study. After some administrative tasks a committee was formed to plan the upcoming Zone Rally on 3/21/20. A table with devotional
books to swap was set up in the room.
Our guest speaker was Elizabeth Ratliff, a missionary to Zambia since
2005 through Missionary Ventures International. (https://www.mvi.org/)
The presentation was very interesting and we had an opportunity to ask
many questions. She does much of her mission work in the prisons –
both for men and women/children. (Children go to prison with their
mom!) They receive the word of God and also learn skills to use upon
their release, and they also make items for sale to pay for medicine, etc.,
while in prison. Through the donations received they are able to provide
other things to the bush prisons and villages such as bore wells, solar
panels, school tuition for some orphans, care for a group of elderly people and assist families with handicapped children. People are still talking
about Elizabeth’s presentation! Hearing about their struggle for basic items made us keenly aware of how
very blessed we are in this country.
A copy of her Ratliff Report (January 2020) is posted on the LWML bulletin board in the fellowship hall.
She was so grateful and appreciative of all the books and sewing items. At the meeting we filled 11 large
boxes and also received 3 sewing machines, and more has come in since the meeting! THANK YOU to
all who donated to support her mission with goods or monetary donations. Your generosity is a
huge blessing to the people she serves!

Save-the-date for the Zone Rally on Saturday, 3/21/20
Check-in 8:30am-9:00am & Worship 9:00am
Please sign-up to attend at the bulletin board
$10 Registration Fee
The program is the Zone’s LEAD training. TLC is providing the check-in and hospitality side of things.
Gifts of the Heart are food pantry items for Timothy’s Cupboard.

Remember your Secret Sister!!
UPCOMING DATES:
WHEN
Saturday, 3/21/20

WHAT
Zone Spring Rally & LEAD Training at Timothy – look for the sign-up at the
bulletin board!

Saturday, 4/18/20

Monthly meeting – assembling birthday bags for Timothy’s cupboard

Saturday, 5/16/20

Monthly Meeting – the last meeting before breaking for the summer! Officer
Election; Secret Sisters will be revealed

LWML Resources:
http://www.lwml.org/resources
LWML Daily Devotions: http://www.lwml.org/todays-mustard-seed-devotion
LWML FL-GA District:
http://flgalwml.com/
Questions? Please contact Teresa Jarmick, Patti Kastens, Gail Trimble, KC Colburn or Kristen Blackwell
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STEWARDSHIP – March 2020
Timothy 4.0
… the refreshing
Living Our Faith Through Discipleship
2020 Stewardship Initiative

2/23/20 – 2/26/20
4/1/20
4/19/20
5/17/20

Lent-in-a-Box distribution – be sure to take a box home for Lenten study
and reflection. Be sure to check the website as well for messages from Pastor Brammeier!
Lenten dinner – come to the table in fellowship before we go to worship
together.
Volunteer Appreciation Sunday – a breakfast during the Sunday School
hour in honor of those who help to make love grow here at Timothy.
Armed Forces Sunday – honoring active duty military personnel and assisting the LCMS Ministry to the Armed Forces.

LCMS Stewardship Ministry
Newsletter Article – March 2020
We are at the beginning of Lent. During the Lenten season, the church calls to our attention the sufficiency of what God gives. It points to the sufficiency of God’s grace in the atoning work of Jesus. It
shows us the sufficiency of faith in Jesus’ work for us. It makes known the sufficiency of God’s Word
in faith and life.
But Lent doesn’t just remind us of the sufficiency of God’s spiritual gifts, the gifts that pertain to our
redemption and salvation. Lent also reminds us of the sufficiency of the physical, temporal gifts of
God, those that pertain to this body and life. In other words, it reminds us of the importance of godly
contentment and of outward discipline and training of the body.
This outward training of the body teaches us not to give in to every desire of our flesh but to learn to
say no to them. And it does this in such a way that if you fail, it is no sin. It is a way to practice without
putting yourself into a compromising situation.
The easiest example of this is fasting. When you fast, you are practicing saying no to the desires of
your body. But if you fail in this, if you break your fast, you have not sinned. You have, though,
learned something about how your flesh works, how difficult it is to fight against it, and how you need
help from above in order to do it.
There is another example of this. It is alms-giving. This is an increase in giving to the church and its
mission during this time. We all know that our flesh finds security in money and stuff. By committing to
give more to the church, you are training your flesh. You are, by this outward discipline, training yourself to be content with what God gives. You are practicing saying “no” to your desires. Again, if you
fail, you have not sinned. But you’ve learned just how powerful your flesh is in leading you instead of
you leading it. You’ve learned how you need help from above in being content with what God gives.
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This is why St. Paul instructs young Pastor Timothy in this way:
“But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing into the world, and[a] we
cannot take anything out of the world. But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content. But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and
harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all
kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced
themselves with many pangs.” (1 Tim 6:6–10)
Our sufficiency is not of ourselves; it is in God. Let us learn this without sin by training our flesh this Lenten season.
Perhaps it is because I’ve sung in choirs for many years that a turn of phrase in conversations, little bits of
tunes in another song, and a number of other things will often bring the lyrics of a hymn or choral piece to
mind. The synod’s article for March reminded me of this hymn by Isaac Watts, paraphrasing Psalm 23.
My Shepherd will supply my need, Jehovah is His name,
In pastures fresh He makes me feed beside the living stream;
He brings my wandering spirit back when I forsake His way,
And leads me for His mercy's sake in paths of truth and grace.
When I walk through the shades of death His presence is my stay,
One word of His supporting grace drives all my fears away;
His hand in sight of all my foes doth still my table spread,
My cup with blessings overflows, His oil anoints my head.
The sure provisions of my God attend me all my days;
Oh, may Thy house be my abode and all my work be praise;
There would I find a settled rest, while others go and come;
No more a stranger nor a guest, but like a child at home.
In today’s world common thinking is that is it all about us, our desires, our power and how we can make
things happen, instead of recognizing that everything is a gift from God and it all belongs to him. God is
sovereign; he supplies our needs and more. If we surrender our will to our Lord – let him lead our days
and decisions – he will make our lives a beautiful reflection of his love. Blessings on your Lenten journey!

Ladies Night Out
Monday, March 23, 2020 6:30 pm
Place: Primo’s Pizza and Italian Kitchen
2910 GA-92 #100,
Woodstock, GA 30188
Watch for the sign up sheet on the sign up bulletin
board
If you have a good restaurant recommendation for us
to go to in Canton, Woodstock or Marietta, we would
love to hear about it. The restaurant needs to be open
on Monday evenings.
Plan to bring a friend and join us!
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Sunday School
Romans 12:10a Be devoted to one
another in brotherly love.
Our Sunday School students shared
their “joy” singing on Sunday, February 23rd.
This is My commandment
that you love one another
that your joy may be full
That your joy may be full
That your joy may be full.
We are so blessed to have our Sunday School student’s and families, our dedicated group of Sunday School teachers, and a
special thank you to Mr. Steve and Ms. Marlene for helping us learn and share this song with the congregation.
Our “Joy” is full: the Board of Christian Education

Our Sunday School students have been invited to
join the LWML in collecting items for Birthday
Bags! These bags will be handed out at our food
pantry and will contain some of the items we take
for granted when celebrating a birthday.
18 month - 4 year old class
Cake mix and icing
5 year olds - 2nd grade
Sprinkles, edible letters and
cake decorations
3rd grade - 5th grade
Gender neutral plates,
napkins, party blowers,
banners and candles
Youth Sunday school
Medium size plain gift bags,
tissue paper, bows, tape
Note: Anyone who would like to participate is welcome to contribute any of the items listed, even if
you don’t have a Sunday School student.
**Please return items by: next Sunday, March 8th**

Sunday School Offering Outreach - Clean Water for Africa
From 2/2 – 2/23 we have collected $114.35 towards supporting the clean water effort in Tanzania. Approximately 88% of diarrheal disease is related to unsafe water and sanitation facilities. Diarrhea not only leads to mortality
in young children but also contributes to a host of other
health problems, such as malnutrition. While offering opportunities to supplement local contributions to provide water for
physical needs, these funds help
open doors through local
churches to share God’s love with communities in
need of Christ’s living water.
Thanks for continuing to support this mission outreach.
In the next several months our Sunday School offering will be dedicated to LCMS clean water projects
in Tanzania. Our goal is to raise $600.00. This is an
easy way to change the lives of people in Tanzania.
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Youth

All Youth (6th grade – college) and friends are invited to join us for a St. Patrick’s Dinner on Sunday, March 15th, 57pm in the church fellowship hall. We will have corned beef, cabbage, green drinks and dessert! RSVP to Brian.
Don’t forget to wear your GREEN!

If you are interested in getting more involved with the youth, or have ideas for ways our youth can help or interact with the congregation or community, please reach out to Brian Howe (701-340-5049 or brianhowe57@gmail.com).

Timothy’s Cupboard

“I Know That My Redeemer LIVETH” Job 19:25
Greetings from the foodbank. February was a very short month for us, but we started out with a bang with 287 lbs. of
soup and crackers collected from Souper Bowl Sunday! Thank you so much. Also, a big thank you to our neighbor St.
Michaels. They gifted us with 657 lbs. of meat. So far in February we served over 100 families and gave out over
20,972 lbs. of food.
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FELLOWSHIP

Movie night has been rescheduled for Saturday March 28th from 6-8 pm in the fellowship hall. Come join us to
watch:

This event is open to all TLC families, ECE families, and any friends you would like to bring. Popcorn and soft
drinks will be provided (feel free to bring the whole family and a picnic dinner). This movie is rated PG and is 1
hour and 42 minutes long.
If you find that the kitchen is running out of dish soap, paper products, coffee, coffee creamer, etc. please let
Kim or Christy know so we can arrange to purchase more.
If you have a great idea for a fellowship activity, or if you want to get further involved with the TLC Fellowship
group please email Christy Hopewell (christykhopewell@gmail.com) or Kim Howe (kimhowe82@gmail.com).
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2020 Habitat House Build

Thanks to many of you who helped to raise funds for the Lutheran Coalition for Habitat this past year, the Coalition is able to
contribute $45,000 to our 2020 build which is one-half the cost of a house. Our build in 2020 will be in Canton this year at
160 Garrison Trail. This will be a two-story house built over a crawl space. Our portion of the build will start on February 29 th
with the first nail ceremony. Our build schedule will be as follows:

Each of the 11 churches is assigned a workday to provide a meal for the workday. Timothy’s assignment is to provide a lunch
on April 25. If you can help us out on any of the workdays, please contact Don Snyder at 770-337-5908 and I will get you all
of the details
.
Date

Work

February 29

First Nail, 1st floor walls

March 7

2nd Floor System

April 4

Siding

April 25

Drywall/siding/paint

May 2

Drywall

May 30

Paint Trim/Touch-up
Photo 1 - Worksite ready for First Nail and first floor walls - 2/24/20

Music Ministry
The choirs are working on the Lenten and Easter services. Where exactly in which service has yet to be decided.
We are happy to add Jon Holbrook to both choirs. We also had one choir member take some time off.
We ask that the church members continue to pray for the choirs and our music ministry. We also ask that members prayerfully consider joining the adult choir and participate in the church service.
“Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. Let us come before him with
thanksgiving and extol him with music and song.” Psalm 95: 1—2.
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BREAD BAKERS NEEDED
If you can bake one to four loaves of breakfast bread—any kind—we need some for our
Welcome Bags. This bread is given to first time visitors. Please sign up on the bulletin
board next to the mailboxes.
Thank you,
The Welcome Committee
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Teaching Little Ones: About the Altar

Church services can sometimes be confusing for little ones. They will have questions about what they are seeing. Teaching
young children about the individual parts of the church service can seem daunting. And it starts with learning yourself what it all
means! It’s a great opportunity to help them grow and understand the symbols of our Christian faith. This is the second post in a
series on teaching our youngest churchgoers about the parts of the service.
What are the two main things we see in front?
Right in the center of our view when we come into the sanctuary, two things focus our hearts and minds for worship. Front and
center are usually an altar and a cross (either a plain cross or a crucifix). This center placement calls our attention to the heart of
our faith. Understanding the meaning is a blessing to our worship and study. May we teach this in a simple way to our children
that it may be helpful to them in their walk with the Lord.
Remembering the History
The altar in Old Testament times was a place of sacrifice. Men gave up their best offering as a sacrifice to God to pay for their
sinfulness against His commands. The continual sacrifices made at the altar were a visual reminder—with every sinful thought,
glance, and action—of the need for God’s forgiveness. The Old Testament system of sacrifices also looked ahead to the time
when God would send the promised “once for all” sacrifice—His Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. We look at the altar and can remember the history: the sacrifice we had to offer for our sins against one another. The story does not end there, though! This
place of relationship and atonement became also a place of true gift.
What We See
The cross has become the most universal symbol of Christianity, but it was, of course, what the Romans used to execute criminals, in great shame. Jesus died on the cross providing us the greatest, most undeserved, most unexpected gift. The incredible
creator of the universe came down as a little babe, fully human, experienced our life but without sin, and then became the permanent sacrifice for all sins. The altar, where we no longer offer a sacrifice, is a symbol of the once-for-all and final sacrifice for all
sins offered by Jesus Christ on the cross. This is why cross and altar are so closely connected. This is the heart of our faith. This
is the central point.
The altar stands as a symbol of God’s presence with us, His people. It is because of Christ’s sacrifice that we have access to the
Father. Because we have been redeemed by the blood of Christ, we can offer our prayers, praise, and thanksgiving to God the
Father. The altar is now a symbol of both our past and current, active, relationship with God. We receive the sacramental gift of
Communion from the altar, and we respond with thanksgiving and praise as we worship.
Where the Pastor Stands
Where the pastor stands around the altar is also meaningful. From this place of relationship, where we remember the true gift of
Christ, the pastor leads the people in worshiping God. When he speaks facing the altar, he is at those times speaking to God on
behalf of the people. When he faces the congregation, he is speaking God’s Word to the people. He also delivers the gift of the
Lord’s Supper from the altar. From the sacrifice of Christ, we receive His body and His blood.
This post explains why the cross and altar are our focus in worship; how they are used reminds us of our deep relationship with
God. The many things we place on the altar or use to dress the altar are also visual ways to teach about our faith. We'll learn
about those things in the next post and other subsequent ones in this series. May these teachings be helpful as you encourage and
educate young ones in the faith.
As you wait for Easter, teach children about the traditions of the season
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Patti Turner

March 1

Ty Furnish

March 20

Cameron Howe

March 1

David Infante

March 22

John Hornberger

March 1

Patti Kastens

March 27

Mark Hoffmann

March 3

Mallory Hopewell

March 28

Joshua Hoffmann

March 3

Ron Miller

March 28

K C Colburn

March 4

Samantha Standridge

March 29

Fran Holcombe

March 4

Wanda Chastain

March 31

Simon Morrison

March 4

Susan Knothe

March 4

Davina Furnish

March 5

Mina Rainbow

March 6

Eleanor Dolvin

March 6

Nicole Traina

March 6

Marion Mamrick

March 7

Bob Lovell

March 8

Kayla Howe

March 10

JonEzra Plowman

March 12

Nathan Plowman

March 13

Allison Butler

March 13

Mary Douglas

March 15

Hanry Mallon

March 17

Laura O’Donnell

March 14

Jeff Withhart

March 18

Carol Alquist

March 19

Jim Moody

March 19

Devon Mueller

March 19

Jeff & Lauren Withhart

March 4

Nelson & Carol Alquist

March 8

Mike & Mija Lawson

March 18

Russell & Christine Broekemeier

March 28

15

KID”S CORNER
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All Things Motorcycle

CHILLED OUT
The club's January ride had to be canceled as the ride Saturday turned out to be too cold and
potentially wet for comfortable riding, even with the assistance of heated gear.
Winter riding can often be quite enjoyable here in north Georgia as the back roads are often free
of traffic, and bare trees offer long range views not easily seen when the forest is leafed out.
However riders have to be prepared to handle the cold. Even forty degree weather can give a
rider numb hands and feet when moving through the air at relatively low speeds.
Some of our riders have invested in electrically heated vests or jackets and heated gloves or
grips. These riders are those most likely to join in winter rides. However, if you add rain to the
mix even seasoned winter riders vote for waiting for another day.
Here are links to a few past "winter" rides
https://youtu.be/-ymQ2YuhSiI
https://youtu.be/BYVMRwPIN8k

Save the Date: Outside Work Day on Saturday,
March 28th
Please mark your calendar for our spring outside work day on the morning
of Saturday, March 28th from 8:30AM to noon so that we can spruce-up our
property before Easter Day. We will be spreading pine straw, moving plants,
spreading mulch, and trimming shrubs and trees. Please bring your work
gloves, tarps, chain saws, rakes, hedge trimmers, pitch forks, and wheel barrows. If you have questions, please contact Suzanne Forman at suzymf49@gmail.com.

WINDOW WASHING & PEW POLISHING—Saturday, April 4
Be sure to come help wash windows and polish the pews prior to our Easter services. Please bring a non-ammonia window cleaner, squeegee, rags, etc. for the inside windows. The solution for the outsides of the windows will be provided.
To clean pews and other woodwork, bring a bucket, Murphy Oil, and rags. See you there!

