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TIMOTHY’S
EPISTLE
FEBRUARY 2020

Dates to Remember
Feb 1

TLC Planning Forum

Feb. 15

10 AM— LWML Meeting

Feb. 17—21

Winter Holiday – No Preschool

Feb. 24

6:30 PM—Ladies Night Out

Feb. 26

11 AM & 7:30 PM—Ash Wednesday Service

Feb 29

9 AM—All Things Motorcycle
Weekly Activities

Tuesday

6:15—Handbells

7:30—Choir
Wednesday

11 AM—Mid-week Bible Study
5:30 PM—Confirmation Class

Timothy Lutheran Church

Church Office—770 928-2812

556 Arnold Mill Road

Preschool—770 924-7995

Woodstock, GA 30188

Timothy’s Cupboard—770 591-5515

www.tlcwoodstock.org

email: timothylutheran@comcast.net
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Pastor’s Corner
The Month of Love
Rev. Daniel
Brammeier
As the church got ready to celebrate the birth of Jesus, the shelves in stores were already changing. Christmas goods were
moved to make room for the next big selling season and Christmas paraphernalia was being marked down to 25% and 50% off
(my wife waits until most is 90% off). By the way, in 2019 there was over a trillion dollars spent on Christmas, making it the obvious winner for retail spending. But what follows Christmas and ranks in the top five highest retail spending holiday’s in the U.S.?
You got it, Valentine’s Day (in 2019 over 20 billion was spent on Valentine’s Day). Yes, even before Christmas was over shelf
space in stores was being taken up with lots of “pink” stuff for Valentine’s Day.
As with Christmas and Halloween (All Saints Eve), Valentine’s Day has gone from being a church “holiday” (holy day) to a secular
day. It’s hard to pin down the facts that led to “The Feast of St. Valentine” on February 14 in the church. Here’s a some good
background from History.com:
Officially recognized by the Roman Catholic Church, St. Valentine is known to be a real person who died around A.D. 270. However, his true identity was questioned as early as A.D. 496 by Pope Gelasius I, who referred to the martyr and his acts as “being
known only to God.” One account from the 1400s describes Valentine as a temple priest who was beheaded near Rome by the
emperor Claudius II for helping Christian couples wed. A different account claims Valentine was the Bishop of Terni, also martyred by Claudius II on the outskirts of Rome. Because of the similarities of these accounts, it’s thought they may refer to the
same person. Enough confusion surrounds the true identity of St. Valentine that the Catholic Church discontinued liturgical veneration of him in 1969, though his name remains on its list of officially recognized saints. (The History Channel,
www.history.com, “6 Surprising Facts About St. Valentine”, Updated Jan 2019; Original 2013)
This same webpage article suggests that it was the 14th century English poet, Chaucer who may have given Valentine’s Day it’s
“romantic” character:
The medieval English poet Geoffrey Chaucer often took liberties with history, placing his poetic characters into fictitious
historical contexts that he represented as real. No record exists of romantic celebrations on Valentine’s Day prior to a
poem Chaucer wrote around 1375. In his work “Parliament of Foules,” he links a tradition of courtly love with the celebration of St. Valentine’s feast day–an association that didn’t exist until after his poem received widespread attention.
The poem refers to February 14 as the day birds (and humans) come together to find a mate. When Chaucer wrote,
“For this was sent on Seynt Valentyne’s day / Whan every foul cometh ther to choose his mate,” he may have invented
the holiday we know today.
Whatever the history surrounding Valentine’s Day today it’s all about plush pink and white stuffed animals, boxes of chocolates
and jewelry (and lots of other things that sell). Don’t get me wrong, I don’t mean to be a “downer” on Valentine’s Day. If you’re
married or dating., have a wonderful time celebrating.
As we celebrate romantic “love” let’s not lose sight of what or who real love is. The apostle John wrote, “9 In this the love of God
was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not
that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us,
we also ought to love one another.” There is no higher expression of what love really is than Jesus being the “propitiation” for
our sins, which means he gave his perfect life as the sacrifice to pay for all sins. Real love is being able to sacrifice for those who
would be “unlovable,” it is being able to forgive as we have been forgiven by God through Jesus.
John also wrote, “We love because he first loved us” (1 John 4:19). As we look to the future at Timothy Lutheran Church and
Preschool we have many opportunities to show how we have been loved by God in Christ and to make Timothy a place where
“Love Grows Here.” So I encourage us all to keep this question in the back of our minds, “How can I help make Timothy a place
where the love of Jesus grows?”
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Preschool News
Kristin Freeman,
Preschool
Director

National Lutheran Schools Week
National Lutheran Schools Week provides the network of 1,950 LCMS
preschools, elementary schools and high schools with the public opportunity to proclaim and celebrate God’s work in Lutheran schools.
In this, Lutheran schools thank God for the opportunity to provide excellent academic preparation for the children they serve and for the opportunity to share Jesus’ amazing love with students and their families.

ECE Mission
Statement
•

To serve as a
Ministry of
Timothy Lutheran Church

•

To share Jesus’
love with children and families

•

To provide academically excellent Christian education
to children and
their families in
a safe, loving
environment

National Lutheran Schools Week gives schools the ability to proclaim
these great blessings within the communities they serve. Lutheran schools are amazing incubators for faithful witness of God’s love
through Christ by teachers and students alike.
“Joy:Fully Lutheran” is the theme for the 2020 National Lutheran
Schools Week celebration. The associated scripture verse is 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 which says:
“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the
Spirit. Do not despise prophecies, but test everything; hold fast what is
good. Abstain from every form of evil. Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and
body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who
calls you is faithful; he will surely do it.”

We celebrated the kick-off to National Lutheran Schools Week
at Timothy on January 26th at the 11:00 a.m. service. Nineteen
students came to church that day with their families to listen to
our service and join in fellowship afterwards over cupcakes and
drinks. Many thanks to those of you who welcomed these families! Thank you, also, for your encouraging words on that day
and always about our preschool ministry here at Timothy! Love
truly does grow here!

Kristin Freeman
Preschool Director
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Preschool Happenings
Jan. 26-Feb. 1

National Lutheran Schools Celebration

February 10 & 11

Ms. Carol Story Reading

February 11 & 12

Spring Individual, Class & Graduation Photos

February 17-21

Winter Holiday

In The Spotlight
Name: Melissa Blick
Birthday: June 15
Number of Years Serving: 9 years
Favorite Song: “Into the Mystic” by Van Morrison
Favorite Food: Filet and Lobster
Favorite Saturday activity: Enjoying a warm Saturday
evening on the deck with my family while enjoying a glass of
wine, grilling and listening to good music.
Favorite Place to Visit: I enjoy learning about history, so
any place that is rich in history… museums, historic hotels,
small southern towns with a story to tell.
Dream Vacation: Brian and I were married in the Caymans
and I would like to go back again and take our daughter, Emma, with us.
Favorite Holiday: I love Christmas because of the wonder of the season and finding
peace in the birth of Jesus!

If you can meet anyone in the world, it would be…… There’s no living person, but I
would love to go back in time and live in another period in time; and of course I look forward to meeting Jesus!
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FEBRUARY 2020

At our monthly meeting in January… We had a devotion and limited business meeting. Thank you
to Joan Mueller and Kristen Blackwell who taught us some knitting and crocheting basics. As we visited and learned something new we all enjoyed a feast! Everyone attending brought something to
share.
Save-the-date for our February meeting on Saturday, 2/15/20, 10am, in the fellowship hall. We
will have a guest speaker, Elizabeth Ratlift, who is a missionary to Zambia. Additionally we will
have a devotional book swap. (Anyone who wishes to participate may bring in a devotional book they
have read and enjoyed and exchange it for another book that someone else brings to the meeting.)
We will also make our hospitality plans for the 3/21/20 LWML Zone Spring Rally at TLC. The Zone
will provide their LEAD training program and worship program.
3/21/20 meeting – we will be hosting the LWML Zone Spring Rally at TLC.

Update
[http://flgalwml.com/, 1/25/20]

Mites of $500.25 were collected on 1/5/20.
THANK YOU to everyone who brought in their coins
and also to the ushers collecting the mites!
Remember your Secret Sister!!
UPCOMING DATES:
WHEN
February 2020

WHAT
Partnership with Sunday School & ECE for Birthday Bag items for Timothy’s
Cupboard (They are collecting items in February & bags will be assembled at the
April meeting [due to the Zone Rally at the March meeting].)

Saturday, 2/15/20

Monthly meeting – speaker Elizabeth Ratlift, Missionary to Zambia

Saturday, 3/21/20

Zone Spring Rally & LEAD Training at Timothy

Saturday, 4/18/20

Monthly meeting – Assembling birthday bags for Timothy’s cupboard

LWML Resources:
http://www.lwml.org/resources
LWML Daily Devotions: http://www.lwml.org/todays-mustard-seed-devotion
LWML FL-GA District:
http://flgalwml.com/
Questions? Please contact Teresa Jarmick, Patti Kastens, Gail Trimble, KC Colburn or Kristen
Blackwell

6

Welcome to our Newest Members—Nancy and Bill Terrill
Nancy and Bill were originally from Illinois, they were in the same school since the 5th grade.
After Bill completed his education he worked for AT&T as a Network Engineer for 32 years and Nancy worked as
a nurse for 30 years. She retired in 1996.
They were married 9/11/65 and will be married 55 yeas this September. They have one son names Tim and
two grandsons. The family lives close by.
In 2000 Bill and Nancy started working with Laborers for Christ going to different Churches to help to construck
new churches or to churches that were adding on to their church. They continued to do this until they retired
in 2019.
Now they are both retired and after previously being members of Timothy have now returned to become members again. We are blessed to have them join us.
Welcome back Bill and Nancy, and for those that do not know them, please introduce yourself and get to know

Ladies Night Out
Monday, Feb.24, 2020 6:30pm
Place: Brooklyn Joe’s at 2060 Cumming Hwy, Canton
Watch for the sign up sheet on the sign up bulletin
board
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STEWARDSHIP – February 2020
Timothy 4.0
… the refreshing
Living Our Faith Through Discipleship
2020 Stewardship Initiative

COMING SOON: Sunday, 2/23, through Ash Wednesday, 2/26, Lent-in-a-Box: packages will
be available to TLC and preschool families. Pastor’s weekly subject matter and recommended readings,
along with a variety of activities, will be included for your family’s study and reflection during Lent.

Lenten dinner, Wednesday, 4/1/20 – co-hosted by Fellowship and Stewardship. Share a meal as a
faith community before we go into worship. Additional details forthcoming!

Volunteer Appreciation Sunday, Sunday, 4/19/20 – join us for a breakfast during the Sunday
school hour honoring those who put their love into action so that “Love Grows Here” at Timothy.

Armed Forces Sunday, 5/17/20 – we will be honoring active duty military personnel and supporting
the LCMS Ministry to the Armed Forces. The LCMS Ministry to the Armed Forces supports almost 200
chaplains, who represent the church on active duty, the reserves, the National Guard, and Civil Air Patrol.
Chaplains meet the needs of military personnel and their families. [ https://www.lcms.org/ministry-to-thearmed-forces] (A Veterans’ Day celebration is planned for November.)

Save the dates!
2/23/20 – 2/26/20
4/1/20
4/19/20
5/17/20

Lent-in-a-Box distribution – be sure to take a box home for Lenten study
and reflection.
Lenten dinner – come to the table in fellowship before we go to worship
together.
Volunteer Appreciation Sunday – a breakfast in honor of those who help to
make love grow here at Timothy.
Armed Forces Sunday – honoring active duty military personnel and assisting the LCMS Ministry to the Armed Forces.
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Sunday School

Sunday School Offering Outreach Clean Water for Africa
Over 4 billion cases of diarrhea occur worldwide each year, which results
in about 2.2 million deaths. Approximately 86% of those deaths occur
among children under the age of five years. In many regions in Africa, unsuitable water sources can lead to cholera, typhoid fever, dysentery and
other water-borne diseases. In some parts of Africa, tremendous underground water reservoirs have been discovered; however funds to survey
and complete a deep well can just be out of reach for many in Africa,
particularly in rural areas. The Water Project offers opportunities to supplement local contributions to provide water for physical needs while
opening doors through local churches to share God’s love with communities in need of Christ’s living water.

Timothy’s Cupboard

They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength;
They shall mount up with wings as eagles;
They shall run, and not be weary;
And they shall walk, and not faint.
Isaiah 40:31 KJV
Hello from the foodbank. January has been a really quiet month, So far to date we have had 75 seniors and over
200 children. To date we have given out 43,087 lbs. of food this month.
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Youth

The youth enjoyed a fun time on 1-26-20 where we got to know Pastor Brammeier a bit more, he got to know the
youth, we ate pizza, had a devotion, and played our famous ‘noodle tag’. Let me just say that Pastor B. is a force to be
reckoned with!

Our next youth event will be held on 2-23-20 from 5-7pm and will be a game night! Bring your favorite card game,
board game, or phone app game to share with the group. Please let us know if you will be attending so we can order
enough food, and please bring a friend (we had 2 friends at our January event!).

If you are interested in getting more involved with the youth, or have ideas for ways our youth can help or interact
with the congregation or community, please reach out to Brian Howe (701-340-5049 or brianhowe57@gmail.com).
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FELLOWSHIP

Movie night on Saturday February 8th from 6-8pm in the fellowship hall. Come join us to watch:

This event is open to all TLC families, ECE families, and any friends you would like to bring. Popcorn and soft drinks
will be provided (feel free to bring the whole family and a picnic dinner). This movie is rated PG and is 1 hour and 42
minutes long.
If you find that the kitchen is running out of dish soap, paper products, coffee, coffee creamer, etc. please let Kim or
Christy know so we can arrange to purchase more.
If you have a great idea of a fellowship idea, or if you want to get further involved with the TLC Fellowship group
please email Christy Hopewell (christykhopewell@gmail.com) or Kim Howe (kimhowe82@gmail.com).
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Join Our Habitat House Build for a Deserving
Family

Soon the Coalition of Lutheran Churches in northwest metro Atlanta will be starting our annual house build. This
year it will be located at 160 Garrison Trail in Canton and will be for the Ogundipe family. We have sponsored
one-half of a house, $45,000, that will include building on six Saturdays starting February 29th. We’ll be starting
at 9:00 am and work until about 3pm. A light breakfast, lunch and water will be provided each build day with
Timothy providing lunch on April 25th. You do not need to bring any tools as they are provided by Habitat. You
can help on one day or as many days as you like. Our build schedule is as follows:

Everyone 16 or older is invited to join the build. Registration is online at http://cerv.is/m?
0251rlutherancoalition. More information is on the bulletin board near the mailboxes or you can contact Don
Snyder at 770-337-5908. Thank you in advance for your help.

Music Ministry
Just a short note to wish all a happy new year. The Choirs are ramping up for Easter. We’re trying out new music
and some old favorites. In February and March the Bell Choir will play the second Sunday and the Choir the third
Sunday.

As always, if you are moved by the Spirit, come and join us on Tuesday evenings. Bells at 6:15 and Choir at 7:30.
Come and make a joyful noise!
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Teaching Little Ones about: Pastor’s Vestments
Church services can sometimes be confusing for little ones. Why is it so quiet? Why does pastor wear that
funny robe? Why do we say the same thing every week? Teaching young children about the individual parts
of the church service can seem daunting. And it starts with learning yourself what it all means! This is the
first of a series of posts on teaching our youngest churchgoers about the parts of service.
We thank God for the work that our pastors do for us. God uses them to turn us away from our sinful actions
and to give us His forgiveness, love, and grace. God uses the pastor to care for the spiritual growth of His
people. Pastors have a job that is very important: we call the pastor’s job the Office of the Ministry. What
pastors wear can help us to understand their office.
•

Dark shirt: Typically, pastors wear a dark shirt called a clerical. It reminds the pastor and those who see him that he is a sinner who needs Jesus too—just like everyone else.

•

White square: The clerical collar that he wears on his shirt
shows a little square of white right over his throat, where his
voice comes from. This shows that the words he shares are not
his own sinful, human words, but the words of God from the
Bible: clean and pure.

•

White robe: When the pastor puts the white robe over his
black shirt, it symbolizes that his sin is covered by the pure
glory of God. The robe, which is called an alb, covers up the
man so that we think about God’s work when we see our
pastor. It covers the black sin and shows the mercy and
grace of Jesus. Elders and acolytes might wear white robes
when they help out in the service too. This helps us not to
focus on the people themselves but the gifts of salvation and
righteousness that God gives us all.

•

Colorful cloth: The colored band of cloth a pastor wears
around his shoulders is called a stole. It is usually the same
color as the altar cloth and paraments in the church as the
Church Year changes. Wearing this marks the role of the
pastor as distinct from the other people who may help serve
communion or assist with the service. You can ask your pastor about the pictures that may be embroidered on his stole.
Those pictures remind us of stories in the Bible and God’s
promises to us.
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•

Embroidered covering: Some pastors may wear another
layer over their robe with beautiful patterns and symbols.
This is called a chasuble. It is a further covering of the
man to distinguish the Office of Ministry. The job of the
pastor is bigger than he is—God does so much through
the pastor. The chasuble further decorates the pastor’s
vestments as a symbol of Christ’s glory.

The special things the pastor wears make up his uniform. Just like a firefighter’s uniform lets people
know they can go to a firefighter for safety, a pastor’s clothing lets people know right away what his
job is. No matter which pastor is wearing the uniform, all LCMS pastors share the same true words
of God. We can go to them to hear the comfort of our Lord.
When it comes to teaching our little ones about being in church, it can be hard to know how to explain all that’s going on. I pray that this is a helpful guide as you teach your young children about
the service.

We’re so accustomed to hearing the Bible’s “love chapter,” 1
Corinthians 13, at weddings and other occasions that we may
not really hear its meaning anymore. It can help to listen to
something familiar said in different words. What new understandings of love does this paraphrase from The Message Bible
reveal to you?
“Love never gives up. Love cares more for others than for self.
Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t have. Love doesn’t strut,
doesn’t have a swelled head, doesn’t force itself on others, isn’t
always ‘me first,’ doesn’t fly off the handle, doesn’t keep score
of the sins of others, doesn’t revel when others grovel, takes
pleasure in the flowering of truth, puts up with anything, trusts
God always, always looks for the best, never looks back, but
keeps going to the end. Love never dies” (1 Corinthians 13:4-8a,
MSG).
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Markham Peykoff

2/2

Norm Grossman

2/14

Annie Morrison

2/2

Lindsey Young

2/18

John Turner

2/4

Benjamin Infante

2/19

Debra Acklie

2/4

John Bowler

2/21

Hadley Hooks

2/5

Mary Huguenard

2/21

Maureen Dicks

2/5

Sue Plunkett

2/22

Jared Hopewell

2/9

Kenna Weber

2/24

Cyndy Ganschow

2/10

Christine Ericksen

2/24

Laura Hilyard

2/13

Alexis Wemmer

2/26

Ava Riney

2/14

Robert & Sally Koether

2/2

Wally and Roxanne Kelly

2/5

Paul & Margaret Cehanovich

2/14

Bob & Casey Lovell

2/14

Brian & Jenny Greenblatt

2/16

David & Gina Alexis

2/19

Larry & Patti Kastens

2/29

15

KID”S CORNER
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All Things Motorcycle

Pre-Christmas Ride--December 14, 2019

So what do you get when you combine
an easy-paced pre-Christmas ride with
deserted backroads you never knew existed? – a Gawker’s Special! Why? Because at low speeds and with no tree
cover, these remote areas offer lots to
see. My head was on a swivel moving
from one sight to the next. With temps
only in the forties, we planned a late start
and early finish. Larry, Dave and Mel met
in Ball Ground, then meandered west
along Long, Friendship and Salacoa
roads. The light pace provides plenty of
gawking opportunities… at properties,
Christmas decorations, farm animals, the $1M mansion on the hill with the septic truck parked in
front. The leisurely pace gave us time to stop and watch a slow-moving flock of turkeys cross
the road. After a brief warmup in Fairmont, we enjoyed more of the same in the Henderson
Mountain area before stopping for lunch at Davis BBQ a few miles south of Jasper on Refuge
Road. Very enjoyable and I’d go again, but…
We were only given one task by BobS and we failed – to formulate a ride plan for January. To
our credit, Dave lead a great discussion of a wonderful area he and his wife recently experienced
while visiting their oldest over Thanksgiving – Uruguay! It may not work for our January ride so
stay tuned for Plan B. But it was fun dreaming. And Dave gets to board his son’s Scrambler for
a couple years (hope he doesn’t check his odometer too close)!
After lunch the clouds thinned and sunglasses came out as we picked up the pace on Cove, Steve Tate, Sperin and Conns Creek roads as we worked our way back to Cherokee County. All in
all, a great day of winter riding. About 125 miles and home by 2:30. Join us next time.
Here is a short video from the ride: https://vimeo.com/381044256

