1

TIMOTHY’S
EPISTLE
December 2019

Dates to Remember
Dec. 1

Noon—Church Decorating

Dec. 4

7:30 PM—Youth Advent Service

Dec. 7

9 AM—3 PM—TLC Craft Fair

Dec. 11

6:30 PM—Sunday School Service

Dec. 13

4-9 PM - Parent’s Night Out

Dec. 15

3 PM and 6 PM - ECE Christmas Programs

Dec. 18

7:30 PM—Music Ministry Service

Dec. 22

4 PM—Installation of Rev. Daniel Brammeier

Dec. 24

5 PM and 7:30 PM—Christmas Eve Service with
Holy Communion
Weekly Activities

Tuesday

6:15 PM—Hand Bells Practice

7:30 PM—Choir Practice
Fridays

Timothy Lutheran Church
556 Arnold Mill Road
Woodstock, GA 30188
www.tlcwoodstock.org

Noon— Cards Day

Church Office—770 928-2812
Preschool—770 924-7995
Timothy’s Cupboard—770 591-5515
email: timothylutheran@comcast.net
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Pastor’s Corner
In just a few days I’ll be among you as your new pastor, and it’s exciting to think of what God has in store for me and for you
as we move forward into a new chapter in the ministry of Timothy Lutheran Church. After all we get to share Jesus’ love
with each other, the little children at the preschool and community in which we live. I plan to get to know you through
chats and visits, but for now let me share a little about myself.
I’ve been a pastor for twenty-five years and Timothy will be the fourth congregation I have served. Previous congregations
were in Missouri, Iowa, North Carolina and Florida. After thirteen years of living in Florida, I’m looking forward to experiencing true seasons once again.
As for my life before the ministry, I was born in London, England, the sixth child of American parents. My dad was a Lutheran
pastor who moved to England in 1957 with my mom and three children. My two other brothers were born in Wales, which
makes me the only real “Englishman”. My three brothers still live in England with their families. One sister lives in Australia
and other sister lives in Knoxville TN.
I came to the U.S. in 1989 and have managed to keep two “British” things about myself. My accent, which has been woefully
diluted over the years, but is still noticeable. I also drink hot tea with a splash of milk and sweetener. Unfortunately, I’ve
never gotten used to putting ice in tea. I’m sure southern sweet tea can be quite refreshing, but for me and most of the
British, icing down tea is quite the abomination! Apart from that I believe I have assimilated quite nicely into apple pie
American life.
Not long after coming to the U.S. I met my future wife Heidi and entered the seminary at Fort Wayne. It did stand me in
good stead that I became engaged to a professor’s daughter. Heidi and I were married during my seminary years. Heidi has
stood by me through all my years of ministry and currently works at Immanuel Lutheran School. Oh, and she drinks coffee;
iced coffee!
In our twenty-seven years of marriage we’ve been blessed with three children. George, Charlie and Annie Rose. George is a
6’ 10” tall red head. Yes, he did play college basketball for Lipscomb University in Nashville and made an appearance in the
March Madness tourney of 2018. He is now a project manager at Hospital Corporation of America in Nashville. He is married
to Emily who is preparing for medical school. Our other son Charlie is finishing up his associate’s degree and works at a nearby pet store. He loves to write fiction in his free time. He hopes to complete his undergrad work, maybe at Kennesaw State.
Annie Rose is a sophomore in high school. She loves playing the piano and her favorite genre is classical. Annie has played in
Immanuel’s bell choir and was eyeing up your bells during our recent visit to Timothy.
My love for God’s Word, especially in its original languages, leads me to want to share it with others. There’s something exciting about sharing the great gospel message of Jesus’ death and resurrection and the Lord has blessed me with the ability
to share with people of all ages. There is no better satisfaction than singing with preschoolers “This Little Light of Mine,” to
preaching and teaching adults, to sharing the Word with shut-ins. Bringing the Word to hospital bedsides and those under
hospice care is an essential part of my pastoral being.
To conclude I want to leave you with something to think about. Timothy has just celebrated forty years of ministry. What a
great achievement!! As we celebrate the past let’s begin to think about the future. How do you envision Timothy’s forty-five
year celebration or even Timothy’s fiftieth anniversary? It’s something to ponder as WE begin this new chapter together in
the life of Timothy Lutheran Church.

Blessings,

Pastor Daniel Brammeier
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Preschool News
Greetings,

Kristin Freeman,
Preschool
Director

ECE Mission
Statement
•

•

•

To serve as a
Ministry of Timothy Lutheran
Church
To share Jesus’
love with children and families
To provide academically excellent Christian
education to
children and
their families in
a safe, loving
environment

Wow, what a fast month of November that flew by in the wind it seems! It feels like
we were just eating our Halloween candy yesterday and today we are saying Thanks be to
God for all of our many blessings as we celebrate Thanksgiving. And as we enter the most
wonderful time of the year…. celebrating the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. The
children have already begun learning their Christmas songs and lines for our annual Christmas program which will be held on Sunday, December 15th. We have two performances
again this year, so I hope you are able to stop by and watch one of them, either at 3:00 p.m.
or 6:00 p.m. The children will be praising God for his wonderful Son as they tell the traditional story to their families. There’s nothing cuter than a little one singing a little off-key about
the birth of Jesus! We hope you can join us!
As we look into the New Year…. 2020 ,we also look into planning and registration for
the next school year. Feel free to reach out to me in any way if you have questions about our
preschool program and all the wonderful things we do here with the little ones each day. We
would love to have your family or friends join our program.
Now as we prepare our hearts and minds for the glorious month of December, I
wish you and yours a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Grace and Peace,
Ms. Kristin
Registration Reminder!
It’s not too soon to think about plans for your little ones for next year. At Timothy, we
have an excellent, accredited program that serves children from 18 months through 5
years. Our program is flexible and affordable and we pray that you and your child will
come and experience the growth of God's love through our Early Childhood Education program.
Registration for Timothy families begins on Sunday, January 26 after the second service in the Fellowship Hall. Congregation members receive a tuition discount and
class schedules and fees will be available on the website or in the January Epistle.
Please call Kristin Freeman, at 770-924-7995 if you have any questions.
Dear Friends,

We wish you all the blessings, grace and love that come from our
Father and thank you for allowing us the privilege to be a part of
your church family. Merry Christmas and Blessings to each of you
in the New Year and always!

With Love,

Your ECE Staff
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Preschool Happenings
December 5

ECE Board Meeting—7:00 p.m.

December 9 & 10

Storytelling: Ms. Carol Reads

December 13

Parent’s Night Out – 4:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

December 15

ECE Christmas Program – 3:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.

December 18 & 19

Class Christmas Parties

Dec. 23 - Jan. 6

Christmas Holidays

January 6

Staff Work Day and Meeting 8:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

In The Spotlight
Name: Carmen Simmons
Birthday: January 19th
Number of Years Serving at Timothy: 7 (This is Carmen’s
first year as a lead teacher in the Young 4’s classroom after
earning her CDA certificate last year. Congratulations to
Carmen!)
Favorite Song: “Five More Minutes” by Scotty McCreery
Favorite Food: Chicken enchiladas
Favorite Saturday activity: spending time with my grandchildren
Favorite Place to Visit: the ocean
Dream Vacation: Bahamas Cruise
Favorite Holiday: Christmas
If you can meet anyone in the world, it would be…… Jesus
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Preschool Thanksgiving Feast
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DECEMBER 2019
Our November meeting was held Saturday the 16th, and included a devotion and Bible study based on 1 Thessalonians 5:18, Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
The final mites offering from 10/6/19 was $460.35 due to an additional donation. Funds have been remitted to the
District. Thank you for your generous support. The next mites collection is Sunday, 1/5/20.
Revised Bylaws were unanimously adopted by the group.
At the Fall Zone Rally Day at Rivercliff Lutheran on 11/2 eight women from Timothy had a wonderful time of fellowship, Bible study and worship. We enjoyed varied presentations such as meeting Hope, the comfort dog owned by
Rivercliff, a mite goal update, and hearing about upcoming Zone and District events. The highlight was hearing the
moving testimony of the Pakistani family who received the in-gathering items. Their story of Christian conversion in a
hostile environment and their difficult journey to arrive in the US was wonderful. There is so much we take for granted
in our country and about the free expression of our faith! A total of 47 women attended, including 5 familiar faces from
King of Kings! Timothy will host the spring meeting.
Upcoming Cookie Sale at the Youth’s craft fair – we invite all bakers and treat-makers to help support this fundraiser
by donating 3 dozen (or more!) cookies or candies. The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board. Bring your best, cutest
or favorite cookie or candy and send those tempting calories out the door. Be sure to come out to the craft fair on
12/7. Thank you – we appreciate your support.

The Christmas Outing on Sunday, 12/15/19,
is in lieu of the regular monthly LWML meeting for December.
Check your mailbox & the sign-up board for details!!

Remember your Secret Sister!!
UPCOMING DATES:
WHEN

WHAT

Saturday, 12/7/19 [8am4pm]

LMWL Cookie Sale table during Youth Craft Fair

Sunday, 12/15/19, 4pm

Christmas Festival (Johnson Ferry Baptist Church) & Optional Dinner Out to follow.
Free concert. RSVP by 12/9/19 so that carpools & dinner can be arranged.
*** no regular monthly LWML Saturday meeting in December ***

Sunday, 1/5/20
Saturday, 1/18/20
February 2020
Saturday, 2/15/20

LWML Resources:
LWML Daily Devotions:
LWML FL-GA District:

Mites Collection Sunday
Monthly meeting: BALANCING ACT
Plus… Joan Mueller & Kristen Blackwell will lead knitting & crocheting lessons
All to bring a snack or food to share – join us for fun and fellowship!
Partnership with Sunday School for Birthday Bag items for Timothy’s Cupboard
(They are collecting items in February & we will assemble bags at the March meeting.)
Monthly meeting

http://www.lwml.org/resources
http://www.lwml.org/todays-mustard-seed-devotion
http://flgalwml.com/

Questions? Please contact Teresa Jarmick, Patti Kastens, Gail Trimble, KC Colburn or Kristen Blackwell
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FELLOWSHIP

40TH ANNIVERSARY SERVICE – November 10th was a HUGE success (over 250 past, present, and future members attended).
We’ve seen some of our first-time guests return and hope they will stay. Thank you to all those who helped with table setup, clean-up, and bringing your delicious dishes!
Advent services are coming up and we’re looking for clubs/groups/committees that would like to sponsor a meal. You can
use this as a fundraiser for your group through a free-will offering. If interested the dates of the meals are: 12/4, 12/11,
12/18. If no one signs up there will not be a meal on those dates. Evening church services will be at 7:30pm unless otherwise posted (the TLC Sunday School night will be at 6:30 PM).
We are starting to plan for Pastor Brammeier’s installation service and reception on Sunday, December 22nd at 4pm. If you
would like to help (in big or small ways), please let Brian or Kim Howe know.
If you have a great idea of a fellowship idea, or if you want to further get involved with the TLC Fellowship group please
email Christy Hopewell (christykhopewell@gmail.com) or Kim Howe (kimhowe82@gmail.com).

Key Changes
Both Choirs have had a busy month. We had the 40th anniversary celebration at George Washington Carver Park, and the 40th anniversary church service. The Choirs also assisted at Pastor Davis's final TLC service.
The Choirs are now getting ready for our December Schedule. The Bell Choir
will assist on Sunday the 8th of December. Our Music Ministry Service is set
for Wednesday Night December 18th and again on the 22nd of December for
Pastor's installation.
On Christmas Eve, the Bell Choir will assist at the 5:00 pm service and the
Choir will assist at the 7:30 pm service.
The members of the Choirs want to wish everyone a safe and joyous Thanksgiving. We all have plenty to be thankful for.
One side note, On Saturday December 14th at 4pm, The Cobb New Horizons Symphonic Band will celebrate the
Christmas Season with its annual Christmas Concert, at Kennesaw College's Bailey Performance Center. I am a
member of the low brass section and I am inviting all to come and enjoy some good holiday music. I've posted a flyer
on the bulletin board.
God's Blessings to all ,
Paul

Order Your poinsettias by December 1—Cost is $8.50 each—red, white, and
jingle bell are available. Sign up at the bulletin board next to mailboxes.
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Thrivent Financial Update
Thank you to Thrivent members who have directed their Choice Dollars to Timothy this year. As of November, Choice Dollar members have given $1,478 to
our congregation. With these funds, we have given $500 for Bahama hurricane
relief and $143 for Handbell Choir reading lights.
This year 2 Action Team Projects ($250 each) have been designated for improving the Food Bank flooring and purchasing food for the Thanksgiving /Christmas
holiday food baskets. Other Action Team Projects have supported our high
school youth fundraisers, by purchasing supplies for the Easter Breakfast, Art
night and 2020 Calendar sale. Another Action Team Project purchased and
served lunch to the Habitat for Humanity volunteers building a home off of Stell
Rd in Woodstock this spring.
If you are a Thrivent member, consider applying for an Action Team Project grant to be a caring member of our community.

Worship Committee Notes
The Altar Guild is recommending that our 3 individual common cup trays plus the cover need to be replaced since our present 20 year old trays, used every week, are showing wear. The brass tray cover is showing stress cracks and there are chips
along the edges of the tray inserts. If anyone is interested in contributing to the purchase of new trays, contact Margaret
Cehanovich, 203-522-1616, our Altar Guild chairperson or Marlene Snyder, 770-364-5405, Worship Committee chairperson, for more details.

Thank you in advance to members :
who donated poinsettia plants to enhance our Sanctuary during the Christmas season. You may take your flowers
home with you after the Christmas Eve 7:30 pm service.
who will help decorate our facility on Dec.1 after the 11:00a m service. Please mark your calendars to help de-decorate
on Sunday, January 5, after the 11:00 am service. If we have enough volunteers, it should take approximately 1

40th Anniversary Celebrations
Thanks to all who helped make our 40th Anniversary Celebrations a great success. It was great to see so many former members and our former pastors as well as our district president on November 10 th. Also, to have so many preschool families
present was very rewarding. The weather was great, and we were able to have both indoor and outdoor activities for the
children. The adults had a great time reminiscing with old friends. Our October 20 th celebration at George Washington
Carver Park was also a great time of worship, fun and games including trivia, corn hole, clown bounce, square dancing and
live music etc. We especially want to thank our two committees for all the hard work in planning and carrying out all the
details to make both days a success. The October 20 th committee included Christine Ericksen as chairperson, Jeanne Scursso, Jolynn Riney, Pastor Davis, Barb Bowler and Don Snyder. The November 10 th committee included Kim Howe, Christy
Hopewell, Brian Howe, Pat Freeman, Pastor Davis, John Dicks, Ryan Ericksen and Don Snyder. In addition to the committee
members, many other members volunteered in order to help everything go smoothly. Thanks to everyone for their service
to our Lord.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Sunday School Children’s Christmas Program:
The Sunday School children’s Christmas Program, Jesus is My Christmas Gift,
will be Wednesday, December 11th, at 6:30 pm. We look forward to the kids
sharing the Christmas message with us as we prepare to celebrate the birth of
our Lord, we hope you will join us.

Christmas Cards:
This past Sunday our Sunday School Children prepared Christmas Cards for the shut-ins with the help of our Youth Sunday
School. Everyone enjoyed making the cards.

Sunday School Offering
We are currently still collecting for Peter and Lucy Hoffman, missionaries serving our Lord in the Czech Republic. You can
read their latest newsletter on the bulletin board.
Every good and perfect gift is from above. . . James 1:17a
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YOUTH
The Youth will be performing, “Is There More to this Thing Called Christmas” during the Advent service on Wednesday, December 4th. Jolynn Riney is the play writer and director, Lois Niss is preparing costumes and Marlene Snyder will be accompanying the Youth on the organ – we thank all of these ladies!! Please join us for the Youth Advent service!!

Our Youth shopped ‘til they dropped for all things Advent baskets! The annual Silent Auction basket auction is continuing.
The baskets are prepared and will be available for viewing and bidding during the Advent Service on Wednesday, December
4th. There are over a dozen themed baskets, so please check them out in the Fellowship Hall! The Silent Auction will end on
the last Advent Service, Wednesday, December 18th.
The TLC Craft fair is right around the corner. Please come out on Saturday, December 7 th to finish your Christmas shopping list
and enjoy arts, crafts and treats from many of our church members and community members. There will be live music to enjoy as well!
YOUTH – We need your help! Vendor set up on Friday, December 6 th, from 5-8 pm, run the event and help in the kitchen on
Saturday, December 7th from 9 am-2 pm and clean-up on Saturday, December 7th from 2 pm to 4 pm. Please see the sign-up
on the youth board in the Fellowship Hall or send your availability to Kimhowe82@gmail.com / 517-420-7017 text.

If you are interested in getting more involved with the youth, or have ideas for ways our youth can help or interact with the
congregation or community, please reach out to Brian Howe (701-340-5049 or brianhowe57@gmail.com).
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TIMOTHY’s CUPBOARD
Hello from Timothy’s Cupboard…..
“Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet
your heavenly father feeds them. Are you not worthy more than them? Matthew 25:27
So far November 2019 has been a great month for Timothy. We have received numerous donations. In addition to our regular donations we have received canned goods from Good Shepherd—161 lbs; Health Department— 308 lbs; Timothy Lutheran 230 lbs; and a whopping 2,680
lbs from Arnold Mill Elementary School
We have given out 121 Thanksgiving baskets to those in need. These baskets are about 200 lbs
per family. We are giving out turkey breasts, pork loin, baking hens, and 3 lb. ham-plus all the
trimmings. They also received enough for the rest of the month. Thank you to all who have donated your time, money or canned goods. We appreciate all donations.
For more information or to volunteer at the food bank please contact Jeannie Bernerth at 678852-8498.
Stats for November 1—19, 2019 are

Number of families feed 155
Number of people fed
554
Number of children fed
181
Number of seniors fed
73
Total amount of food distributed in pounds

31,878.
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STEWARDSHIP
Timothy 4.0
… the refreshing
Living Our Faith Through Discipleship
2020 Stewardship Initiative

e-Giving is here!
Timothy now offers e-Giving! We are very grateful and appreciative of your financial gifts to the Lord
through whatever method you choose, yet we hope the convenience of e-Giving is helpful to you.
Today most of us utilize many forms of electronic payments on a regular basis. Whether you pay bills
online at your bank’s site, order from Amazon or tap your card at Starbucks, it has become the most common form of payment. Some of you may have noticed this logo on the church’s homepage:

Direct link to Vanco :
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?
appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRqUneFJP9IYYSXT8CjT6A_gM5Z7M7O6tRhlvRXdJxHyk0PpduXvnt8gXUeZjQYbn7CErvg4cD04sHpcki-wwqU=

Give+ is administered by Vanco Services, LLC, a vendor that Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) has
contracted with since 1998 to provide administrative services. You may scan the above code to set up
your profile.
e-Giving* may be done by text or an app on your Smartphone, or at the Vanco website. Regardless of the
method used a receipt is sent for your records.
Give by TEXT – Text the amount you want to give to 855-813-4574. They will reply with a secure link. Follow it and complete your donation with your debit/credit card information.
Give by APP – Download the free app and create your account/profile. One-time, automatic or special
contributions may be made by debit/credit card or checking/savings account. You are able to make changes, view contribution history and more. You may direct your gift(s) to any listed fund(s).
Give at the WEBSITE – The link on TLC’s homepage takes you to the secure Vanco website. All the enhancements of the app are there.
We hope you’ll try this easy, modern way to give. For further details, please visit the TLC website.
Thank you for your continued generosity.
* e-Giving Costs: debit/credit card transactions cost TLC $0.45 each + 2.75% per transaction [ACH fees]
If you would like to help offset the cost of e-giving to Timothy Lutheran Church please mark the appropriate box when you
make your donation.
Thank you for your consideration!
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KID’s CORNER
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All Congregants are Invited
To the
Formal Installation
Of
Reverend Daniel Brammeier
As Pastor of
Timothy Lutheran Church
Woodstock

Sunday, December 22nd
4:00 PM Installation
Reception to follow in the
Fellowship Hall
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Andrew Korey

12/2

Harper Dolvin

12/3

David Plowman

12/4

Genay Miller

12/4

Lauren Withhart

12/5

Marilyn Smith

12/6

Tad Furnish

12/7

Suzanne Forman

12/8

Wally Kelly

12/14

Mike Young

12/16

Claudia Tighe

12/18

Camryn Hooks

12/20

David Alexis

12/21

Deanna Lennon

12/22

Kristen Blackwell

12/22

Amy Brown

12/23

David Acklie

12/23

Rick Riney

12/24

Krista Mallon

12/24

Polly McIntyre

12/27

Michelle Roskovich

12/28

Steven Knothe

12/31

Don & Brenda Standridge

12/18

Ron & Raye Miller

12/29

Jack & Linda Basler

12/31

Our Angel Tree benefits Cherokee County
Family Violence Center for Women and Children. Pick one or more angels from the tree,
purchase the gift, and return the Angel with
the unwrapped gift in a gift bag with the store
receipt or copy by December 15th. If you
have questions, contact Maria Cristina Sune’at
678-402-5576 or 305-542-1865.
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Officers for the new Year
Thanks to all of our Timothy members who volunteered to serve as our church officers for 2020. Below is the list of officers and
their position. Most officers were elected for two-year terms except for Evangelism and Christian Education who are completing
vacated positions. Also, thanks to the nominating committee for putting together the slate of officers. They are Tim Furnish, Ryan
Ericksen, Suzanne Forman, Mike Parnow, Marlene Snyder and Don Snyder.

