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TIMOTHY’S 

EPISTLE 

June/July 2018 

Dates to Remember 

June 4—8   VBS 

June 10  Pastor Constien’s Last Sunday at Timothy 

   Farewell Covered Dish Luncheon 

June 25  6:30 pm Ladies Night Out 

July 4   Woodstock Parade  

July 29  10 AM—One Service 

 

 Timothy Lutheran Church   Church Office—770 928-2812 

 556 Arnold Mill Road    Preschool—770 924-7995 

 Woodstock, GA  30188    Timothy’s Cupboard—770 591-5515 

 Www.tlcwoodstock.org    email:  timothylutheran@comcast.net 

Timothy Lutheran Church 

Call Committee 

 John Dicks   Tim Furnish   Barb Bowler 

 Eric Symonds  Marlene Snyder  Pat Freeman 

 Larry Kastens  Brian Howe   Terri Greer 
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Pastor’s Corner 

Dear Brothers and Sisters at Timothy, 

 

This is my last newsletter article as your pastor.  Soon I will be moving to St. Paul Lutheran Church and School 
in Farmington, Missouri, to begin serving in another corner of Christ’s Kingdom.  You will begin the process of 
calling a new pastor.  There will be many changes ahead for all of us, but “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, 
today, and forever” (Hebrews 13:8).  He will guide you, sustain you, and lead you, as you trust in Him and cling 
to His promises.  Your future is a very bright one—in fact as bright as the heaven that awaits You, secured by 
Jesus’ death and resurrection on your behalf.   

 

I can’t thank you enough for your service, love, patience, and kindness through the years.  You have been es-
pecially kind to my family, who will be with you a bit longer (until we have a new house in Missouri).  I will al-
ways remember you with thanksgiving, and continue to lift you in prayer.   

 

In fact, my greatest prayer will continue to be that of St. Paul’s in Ephesians 3:14-19:   

14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and 
on earth is named, 16 that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strength-
ened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may have strength to 
comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to 
know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of 
God. 

God’ richest blessings of love and mercy to you until we are reunited in heaven, 

 

Pastor Constien 

Summer Music Notes 

“Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things.”  Psalm 98: 1 

Singing to the Lord is a joy we can use to express our love to Him. This summer, June – August, volunteers are 

encouraged to praise the Lord with their musical talents with voice or instrument. There is a sign up sheet on 

the bulletin board for you to designate which service you would like to volunteer your talents. Singing options 

are solos, duets, trios and quartets. Instruments such as guitars, flutes, clarinets, trumpets and violins would 

enhance our worship service. Some music resources are available. There are several beautiful hymns in our 

hymnal which the congregation doesn’t know but if someone or several people would sing a new hymn, as an 

anthem, that would assist the congregation in learning the hymn. If you have any questions, contact Marlene 

Snyder,770 -364-5405. 



 3 

Preschool News 

School’s Out for Summer! 

 

That’s right!  By His Grace, we ended our school year on Friday, May 18th, 
with 109 little children saying “Good-bye” for now.  On Thursday evening, we 
celebrated the graduation of 29 five and six-year-olds from our Pre-K and 
Transitional Kindergarten program.  Along with their friends and families, we 
sang, prayed and remembered the year through narrative and a photo jour-
ney produced and presented by Jack Basler. 

 

In this month’s newsletter, there is a summary status update of preschool im-
provements requested by the National Accreditation Association.  This report 
is submitted annually to the national and district accreditation teams to en-
sure we are continuing to improve upon items noted during the accreditation 
team visit, which occurs once every five years.  I hope you find this infor-
mation interesting and informative.   For additional details contact me.   

 

Our school is blessed to have the support of so many, and I personally am so 
grateful for the love and encouragement you have given to me and the 
school staff.  It wasn’t an “easy” year but was certainly rewarding and based 
on the input of staff, family, and peers, should be considered a success.  
Having said this, our “success” is and always will be measured first by how 
well we fulfill our mission: “to proclaim the Good News of Christ Jesus as 
Lord and Savior of all people.”  My prayer is that our school continues to 
stand strong in this mission and reach as many of God’s children and families 
as we can. 

   

With a Grateful Heart 

 

Barbara Bowler 

Barbara 
Bowler,  

Director 

ECE Mission 

Statement 

• To serve as a 

Ministry of Tim-

othy Lutheran 

Church 

• To share Jesus’ 

love with chil-

dren and fami-

lies 

• To provide aca-

demically excel-

lent Christian 

education to 

children and 

their families in 

a safe, loving 

environment 

 

 Timothy‘s preschool is seeking a four or five day pre-K 
teacher for the upcoming school year.  
 
   Applicants must have an education degree or CDA 
certification.   Contract begins early August and runs 
through mid-May.  
 
 Please contact Barbara Bowler at 770-924-7995 or 
email barbara.bowler@comcast.net for further infor-
mation or to apply   

mailto:barbara.bowler@comcast.net
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• June 1 – 30 ECE Director on flexible schedule 

• June 4 – 8  VBS 

• July 4  Woodstock Parade 

• July 23 – 28 Preschool inaccessible due to floor/carpet cleaning 

• August 1  Staff returns for room set up 

• August 8-10 Meet n Greet Families 

• August 12  Staff Dedication Sunday – 11:00 a.m. 

• August 15  First Day of School 

SUMMER PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

NATIONAL LUTHERAN SCHOOL ACCREDITATION 
Cumulative Annual Report /School Improvement Plan 

 

List any significant School Improvements or Changes this year:  

Classroom Expansion 

At the beginning of this school year, our preschool physical site consisted of 6 classrooms, an ECE director’s office, a 
resource room for both Sunday School and Preschool staff, a supply closet and a janitor’s closet.  As a response to in-
creased demand in our Pre-Kindergarten classes (2), the Board approved a classroom expansion which entailed demol-
ishing the wall between the director’s office and expanding the adjoining classroom into a larger space to accommo-
date additional students.  The director was relocated to the resource room.  It has been a positive change and supports 
our priority, which is service to the families. 

Financial Standing 

Based on current levels, we expect to have an unprecedented increase in our “bottom line” at the end of this fiscal 
year.  With the dedication to managing expenses and our increased enrollment, we are making financial history in the 
preschool.  To put this in perspective, in 2006 we were $26,424 short, in 2010 we were $17,680 short, 2014 we were 
$7,881 short, 2017 we were positive (first time ever) $4,914 and this year, we expect to earn $6,000 - $9,000.   

Enrollment 

Our current year enrollment has been at capacity for the entire school year.  Next year’s registration is at a record high, 
with 5 of 8 classes full.  We attribute this increase to growth in the community and the excellent reputation our pre-
school has earned within the past few years.   We are blessed with a staff that whose talents are known and desired in 
the community. 

Physical Improvements 

In addition to our newly expanded classroom, a dedicated group of Trustees and members at large have done tremen-

dous improvements to our preschool this year.  Every classroom has been painted, our Discovery Playground has new 

equipment, and the new director’s area has been furnished and painted.  Also, our library system has been reorganized 

to better coincide with our curriculum. 

For additional details, contact Barb Bowler. 
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Lutheran Coalition for Habitat House Build – 2018 

 

The Lutheran Coalition for Habitat, a group of 11 northwest Metro Atlanta churches will be working on our second house inn 
June. We completed our work on the first house in Marietta and the dedication for that house will be on June 16th. We were 
also able to support another house on Kemp Drive in Acworth with $10,000 and two build days. We will need volunteers to 
help install siding on June 2 and June 9.  Anyone 16 or older can help to build and you do not need carpenter skills to help. This 
is a great opportunity to learn house building skills and techniques while helping a very deserving family get a decent home to 
live in and raise their children. It is always a fun and rewarding time as well as educational. A light breakfast and lunch will be 
provided. Please call or text Don Snyder at 770-337-5908 or email me at donqsnyder@gmail.com to learn more and help you 
get signed up.  

 
2018 Lutheran Coalition Build 

Day Date Work Address Start Time 

6 2-Jun Siding 6025 Kemp Drive, Acworth 8:45 

7 9-Jun Siding 6025 Kemp Drive, Acworth 8:45 

 

mailto:donqsnyder@gmail.com
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Thank you to the Ericksen family who donated the new brass candle 
sticks and oil candles in memory of Pat Ericksen.  The candlesticks and 
candles were dedicated on Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 13th. 

Allison Howard—Allison graduated from Sequoyah High School. 

Benjamin Infante—Benjamin graduated from River Ridge High School.  He is going to Valdosta State Univer-

sity to study business and marketing. 

Suzanne Kastens—Suzanne graduated Summa Cum Laude from Georgia Institute of Technology with a Bach-

elor of Science in Industrial Engineering.  She will be a Supply Chain Business Intelligence Analyst for Agil-

litics, Dunwoody, GA.  Her senior capstone design team project, Relay Bike Share:  Bike Smart, Restock 

Smart, was selected to be presented this June at the Capstone Design Conference, Rochester Institute of 

Technology, Rochester, NY. 

Reid Peykoff—Reid graduated from North Cobb Christian School and will be attending the University of 

North Georgia in the fall.   

Theo Peykoff—Theo graduated from Georgia College and State University and will be attending graduate 

school there in Accounting.  

May God Bless our graduates and guide and direct them in the next phase of their lives and always.  

 

Woodstock July 4th Parade 

Timothy will be participating in our community ‘s July 4th parade which  travels down Main St. for 1 ½ miles, 

starting at Woodstock Elementary School on Rope Mill Road and ending at Sam’s Club back parking lot. The pa-

rade begins at 10:00am. Children and adults are needed to walk along with our float and hand out Christian inspi-

rational bracelets to the children watching the parade. The last time we participated in the parade, we found out 

that 300 bracelets were not enough so this year we ordered 600 bracelets. Children, under the age of 6, need to 

ride on the float or truck which pulls the float. Float walkers need to be at the school by 9:30am, wearing the 

blue Timothy Lutheran Church T-shirt . The July 4th parade sign up sheet is on the bulletin board. If you need a 

Timothy T-shirt, mark what size you need and they will be handed out on Sunday, July 1. 

We thank Suzanne Forman, Michelle Roskovich, and Faye Wiese for volunteering to be our float designers. Our 

float theme is “God Bless America  - Coast to Coast”.  The float is sponsored by our Evangelism Board. If you have 

any questions, contact Marlene Snyder 770-364-5405. Evangelism chairperson.  

Pray for sunshine that day! If it is raining that morning, we will not be participating in the parade.  
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No one in the United States of America should go hungry and Timothy Lutheran Church is doing her 

part through TLC Cupboard to help those who do not have the means to assure they have enough food 

to eat.  This month the US postal service held a canned food drive and we were the beneficiary of over 

8,400 pounds of canned goods that we can distribute to those who need it.  Our volunteers not only 

gave up a portion of their week, but with the food drive they also gave up their week-end too.  Jeannie 

Bernerth drove our large truck to the Roswell Post office to pick up the food from the mail carriers while 

Jon Holbrook and John Dicks drove their personal trucks to help gather the food along the postal route.  

Some of the volunteers stayed at the Cupboard to sort and stack the cans to be ready for distribution in 

the following weeks. 

As of May 22, 2018, the Cupboard has served 1,146 families consisting of nearly 5,373 people with 

218,060 pounds of food in 2018.  Without the wonderful volunteers and the support of the Church many 

of these people would be at risk of going hungry.  If at any time you or someone you know finds them-

selves in need please don’t hesitate to reach out to the Cupboard. 

 

                

I am sure that you have noticed the beautiful gardens around the food bank.  I wish to thank Jeannie 
Bernerth and Jon Holbrook for the work they did to make this happen. 

TIMOTHY’s CUPBOARD 

Timothy’s Cupboard is looking for an Administrator.  This would be a part time volunteer position that would include 

(but not limited to) the following responsibilities: 

• Maintain files for all major contributors to Timothy’s Cupboard 

• Be the primary contact to the major contributors on any administrative matters. 

• Responsible for filling out and submitting any compliance forms to the major contributors. 

• Responsible for filling out and submitting any grant requests. 

This position would allow flexible working hours.  Timothy’s Cupboard is generally open 8– Noon, Monday—Friday 

but the individual for this position could pick their own hours during the week, as needed, and would not need to be 

there during all open hours. 
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Armed Forces Sunday  

 

 

 

“Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works  

and glorify your Father in heaven.” 

  

We hear this statement read in our baptismal rite. You may think that you 
have no gift to offer as a volunteer but there is nothing little about the light you shine when you volunteer. 
There will always be someone out there that needs what you have to give. 

 

Remember you are the hands and feet of Jesus. Thank you for offering your time and talents in service to the 
Lord. We praise Him for giving you the gifts you possess and the heart to share them. Thank you for being 
Jesus’ hands and feet among us at TLC. 

 

Work willingly at whatever you do, as though you were working for the Lord rather than for people. Remember 
that the Lord will give you an inheritance as your reward, and that the Master you are serving is Christ.”  ~ Co-
lossians 3:23-24 

Monday, June 25, 2018   6:30pm—We will be dining at The Butcher and Bottle Restaurant  

3568 Sixes Road, Canton.  

The sign up sheet is posted on the sign up bulletin board—Come Join Us! 

 
Tom Share, Dean Butler, 

Tad Furnish and John Mennicke 

  

Special Thanks to Those Who Served During Armed Forces Sunday on 
May 6th 

  
Flag bearers Brian Howe, Rich Wiese, Tom Share and John Mennicke 

Crucifers Reid Peykoff and Tad Furnish 

Acolytes Abby Constien and Dean Butler 

Jack Basler for his assistance in advance and for the special slideshow of our 

veterans shown before each service 

Pastor for the meaningful service 

Linda Basler for her support ahead of the service and the special bulletin 

Amy Brown for her excellent mentoring and decorating assistance 

Jerry Erbe and Marlene Snyder for their help with decorations 

The musicians and choirs for the patriotic music (including Ben Nye filling in on 

the bells!) 

The Congregation for the monetary donations given at the services for the 

LCMS Armed Forces Ministry 

Our Veterans who supplied memorabilia for our display area 
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Board of Education Update 

Goodbye to Elisabeth Constien/Hello to Karen Bennett 

A big thank you to Elisabeth Constien for the many years she served on the Board of Education as well as teaching Sunday 
school – she will be missed!  We welcome Karen Bennett to the Board of Education – she will be taking Elisabeth’s place.  

Teachers Needed for Kids Summer Sunday School.   

In order to give the children’s Sunday school teachers a break during the summer months, we are asking for volunteers to teach 
the younger children (5th grade and under) on Sunday mornings during the months of June, July, and August.  There will be two 
classes—pre-school/Kindergarten and Grades 1-5.   Please consider teaching one or two Sundays this summer. If you can help, 
see the sign-up poster in the Fellowship Hall.  If you have questions, contact Amy Brown at 770-570-9512 or Karen Bennett at 
678-232-6494.   

Outstanding Bible Memory Work  

Our K through 5th grade children worked hard this past year memorizing various bible-related prayers, creeds, etc. earning 
“pins” for each item they memorized.  Congratulations to the following children: 

1st grader: Kayla Howe memorized the Apostles’ Creed 

2nd grader: Nate Erickson memorized the Apostles’ Creed 

4th graders: Laura Butler memorized the Books of the Bible, and Megan Erickson memorized the Lord’s Prayer and the 
Apostles’ Creed  

5th grader: Sarah Constien memorized the Books of the Bible  

We Are So Thankful for our Dedicated Sunday School and Bible Study Teachers 

A big thanks to the following teachers who taught Sunday school and adult bible study classes this past year: 

Pre-school: Jeannie Symonds and Elisabeth Constien, with Annie Morrison as helper 

K – 2nd: Amy Brown and Lois Niss 

3 – 5th:  Amanda Butler and Michelle Roskovich 

Middle and High School: Kim and Brian Howe, with Ben Nye as substitute 

Adult Bible Study:  Pastor and substitutes Dr. Tim Furnish, Carol Taylor, and Marlene Snyder.  Thanks also to the attendees of 
the Wired Word Sunday morning bible study class who take turns teaching.  

Vacation Bible School: June 4-8 

Please pray for the volunteers who will be serving the over 120 (!) children coming to Timothy’s VBS the week of June 4th!  If 
you have questions, please contact Michelle Roskovich at mdroskovich@gmail.com. 

Children’s Sunday School  

Classes are available for children from ages two through 18.  During the summer months, the curriculum for pre-school/K class 
is Concordia Publishing House’s (CPH) “Growing in Christ Series” with a focus on Old Testament lessons.  For the 1st – 5th grad-
ers, they will use CPH’s “I Spy Salvation’s Story” series.  The Middle and High School class will use a bible study series called 
“Teen Encounters”.  

Adult Bible Study  

Timothy offers two adult bible studies each week:   

Sunday morning class at 9:45AM in the Fellowship Hall – topic to be announced 

The Wired Word class, led by members of the class, at 9:45AM on Sundays in the small conference room. This class focuses on 
a topic in the news from the past week.  

Sunday School/Bible Study Mission Offerings 

Thanks to your generous donations, we were able to send $650 to Concordia Seminary St. Louis towards Alan Mueller’s semi-
nary expenses.  

Starting in June and continuing through the summer, your Sunday school/bible study offerings will be donated to assist Chris-
tian Einertson with his expenses at Concordia Seminary St. Louis.    

“Instruct the wise and they will be wiser still; teach the righteous and they will add to their learning.”  Proverbs 9:9 

 

mailto:mdroskovich@gmail.com
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Choir News Letter, Summer 2018 
 

It has been a remarkable year for the TLC Choirs. We have had many fluctuations.  
 
The first was the departure of Luann Bryans. She had decided in a new direction for her life to travel. We all know the circum-
stances and understand the reason for her decisions.  It is still a hard and sad reality that we had to say good-bye to her. She 
was such a rock for the department.  She leaded the choirs more years than I can remember. Her talents were wide ranged, and 
as she grew, we grew.  We thank God for her being with us and know that in His plan, that she and we will be lead ahead for 
the glory of our Savior.  
 
Since, I have taken over; I have tried to keep the music on a same type basis. I tried to pick music that was familiar to the choirs 
and still challenged the groups. The song “Take up Your Cross” was the first song I picked and ordered. The song was so well 
received that when given a choice of his favorite songs, Pastor requested that we sing it at his service on June 10 th. It  will be a 
favorite of mine for years.  
 
I have to mention the above and beyond work that Carol Taylor did by becoming the Choir Librarian. She inventoried all the 
music, rearranged and assigned all the robes to the choir person and basically straightened out the choir room. What a great 
job she did! Thank you again. 
 
Luann’s leaving isn’t the only challenge the choir has faced. On the Saturday before Armed Forces Sunday, I was suddenly taken 
severely ill and spent the next four days in the hospital. The services Sunday went off well and I have to thank Ben Nye for filling 
in with the bells. Watch out! Ben! That’s how I started playing bells! I also have to thank KC, and  Gail, for taking a lead and also 
the choirs for taking up in my absence. A very wise man and mentor of mine told me, if God wants your attention, He ’ll put you 
on your back! He got my attention. After three weeks, I am feeling like my normal self, if there is such a thing.  That wasn’t the 
end. We had our brother Dan Bartell called Home to the Lord right after my illness. He too will be sorely missed by the choir 
and congregation.  
 
The choirs did welcome back John Menneke who brought his son Josh to sing and he’s a good addition to the Tenors. Another 
addition to the choir is Lauren Withhart who is bell ringer and decided to try singing. We are so glad she did, because she has 
really helped balance out the sound of the choir. She a good bell player too. A third addition is Davinia Furnish. Though she nev-
er played bells before, she wanted to try her hand at it and is a remarkable fast learner. It’s a joy to have them all with us.  
 
On June 10th, the choirs will begin their summer break after the 11:00 service. We also will be bidding farewell to Pastor Con-
stein, Elisabeth and family. Elisabeth has been a mainstay of the bell choir, sometimes helping out the choir by singing. God has 
truly Blessed her and us by letting her be with us. She will be missed.  
 
Over the summer I hope to research music for next year, make up a schedule for the fall and hopefully the year. It is the plan to 
have the bells sent out and get a refitting so that they will look and sound good next fall.  
 
As always, we will be looking for and accepting new members for both choirs. If God inspires you to do so, we will not turn you 
away.  
 
May God Bless you this summer and keep you safely in His arms.  
 
Paul 
 

TLC YOUTH 

As we wrap up the school year we are looking forward to some down-time this summer.  We would like to congratulate 
Reid Peykoff who is graduating from High School! Many of the youth will be participating in VBS in early June, 
others may be taking on summer jobs.  Youth group summer activities will continue this summer and will include a few out-
door events, some movie nights, and a trivia battle between the youth and non-youth of the congregation (dates and locations 
for these events TBD).     

Official kick-off for next year's youth activities to occur in August.  To ensure you are getting all communications for youth 
events please send a note to brianhowe57@gmail.com and you will be included on a master email list.  For any parents or 
young adults that want to further get involved with the youth please contact Brian Howe as well.  Looking forward to more fun 
and spiritual growth this summer! 

mailto:brianhowe57@gmail.com
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Allison Howard   6/2 
Peyton Bosley   6/3 
Carol Hoffman   6/4 
Allison Schuster   6/4 
Larry Kastens   6/5 
Dean Butler   6/6 
Bill Martin   6/6 
Stephen Constien  6/7 
James Constien   6/11 
Molly Peeples   6/11 
Reid Peykoff   6/11 
Scarlett Smith   6/11 
Tom Butler   6/12 
Belinda Martin   6/13 
Emily Clark   6/14 
Gayle Schuette   6/14 
Richard Wiese   6/14 
Peter Greer   6/15 
Norah Hopewell  6/16 
Reid Hopewell   6/16 
Mike Lawson   6/16 
Kimberly Peykoff  6/16 
Sharon Bermingham  6/17 
Anna Re   6/21 
Vicki Basler   6/22 
Kristina Pins   6/22 
Howard Schuster  6/22 
Dylan Huguenard  6/23 
Robert Sullivan   6/26 
Jennifer Armbrust  6/30 
Lee Clark   6/30 
Valerie Dicks   6/30 
Ella Young   6/30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ken & Debbie Hill  6/3 
Tim & Davina Furnish  6/14 
Rick & Jolynn Riney  6/15 
Tom & Amanda Butler  6/19 
Richard & Theresa Marks 6/21 
 

Jefferson Huguenard   7/4 
Vicki Bailey    7/6 
Dean Torek    7/7 
Karen Hornberger   7/8 
Marshall Kastens   7/8 
Kaitlyn Huguenard   7/9 
Erika Martin    7/9 
John Stark    7/9 
Karen Hurst    7/10 
Jason Schmidt    7/13 
Jack Sandy    7/14 
Alice Jacobson    7/16 
Alyson Parnow    7/17 
Joan Mueller    7/24 
Tara Thieme    7/25 
Greg Pepitone    7/26 
Thomas Share, Jr.   7/27 
Austin Huguenard   7/29 
Gavin Morrison    7/29 
Laney Share    7/30 
Marge Grossman   7/31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Steven & Sue Knothe   7/3 
Jacob & Katherine Erbe   7/6 
William & Wanda Chastain  7/12 
Jack & Rhonda Sandy   7/18 
Jared & Christy Hopewell  7/23 
Howard & Cinthia Schuster  7/24 
Brian & Sandy Hooks   7/28 
Ron & Patti O’Donnell   7/28 
Mike & Lindsey Young   7/29 

TWIGS had a great time at the Rome Braves !! 
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Best of Both Worlds 

And then there were two.  Mother’s Day weekend plans conflicted with all but two lucky riders.  Since Dave and Lar-

ry both ride bikes suitable for Forest Service roads, they modified the “Short Loop Ride” (full of mountain twisties 

around the Chattahoochee Natl Forest) to take advantage of as much FS as possible – hence the two “worlds”.   

The two left Ball Ground at 8:30 in glorious summer weather - perfect temps and dry enough to ensure a rain-free 

day.  To get to the Dial area near Blue Ridge, they enjoyed backroad favorites like Burnt Mountain, Sunrise, Roy Rd 

and Doublehead Gap.  But instead of breaking at Van Zandt’s and continuing around the forest, they dove right in 

and headed up beautiful Noontootla Creek (FS 58) – voted the “prettiest FS in the land” by the only two that count!  

While resting on the bridge at Three Forks, Dave realized he’d crossed here once before on a backpacking trip on the 

AT.  Next stop was the elusive Hickory Flatts Cemetery (yep, two t’s) deep in the forest where they met a few hikers 

resting at the wonderful church shelter open to AT hikers.  From there it was up to the top of the mountain (3200’), 

then E on FS 42, then N down Rock Creek (FS 33) and by the Fish Hatchery – another beautiful creekside ride.  They 

popped out of the forest at Hwy 60 S of Blairsville to enjoy Twisty 60 down to Suches.  In the northern stretches, the 

ride is beautiful fast sweepers, then as you head south, they gradually tighten up to 20 MPH curves outside of 

Suches.  

Lunch with fellow bikers at TWO was pleasant and filling, as always.  It’s great to see the new owner is doing very 

well and should be here for years.  After a relaxing break on the porch rockers, the two decided to take FS 42 from 

Suches west to Doublehead Gap (a 24 mile stretch) and visit the Springer Mtn trailhead – official start of the AT.  

From there it was a beautiful trip down Doublehead Gap (turns into Roy, turns into Big Creek) to Hwy 52 and Ellijay.  

Since they spent so much time in the forest, a fast trip home down 515 was the ticket.   

It was a great day of riding and we wished you were there.  Total mileage was 175 (with about 50 offroad) and home 

at 4:45.  As it so often works with the best rides, we had too much fun to stop and take pictures!  Oh well, maybe 

Dave turned on his GoPro.  Stay tuned for possible video evidence. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v2TmXcDkMq4&feature=youtu.be  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v2TmXcDkMq4&feature=youtu.be

