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10. Holy Baptism 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism from the Small Catechism. 
	
1.	What	is	Baptism?	
Baptism	is	not	just	plain	water,	but	it	is	the	water	included	in	God’s	command	and	combined	with	
God’s	word.	
	
Which	is	that	word	of	God?	
	
Christ	our	Lord	says	in	the	last	chapter	of	Matthew.	“Therefore	go	and	make	disciples	of	all	nations,	
baptizing	them	in	the	name	of	the	Father	and	of	the	Son	and	of	the	Holy	Spirit.”	(Matt.	28:19)	
	
2.	What	benefits	does	Baptism	give?	
It	works	forgiveness	of	sins,	rescues	from	death	and	the	devil,	and	gives	eternal	salvation	to	all	who	
believe	this,	as	the	words	and	promises	of	God	declare.	
	
Which	are	these	words	and	promises	of	God?	
	
Christ	our	Lord	says	in	the	last	chapter	of	Mark.	“Whoever	believes	and	is	baptized	will	be	saved,	
but	whoever	does	not	believe	will	be	condemned.”	(Mark	16:16)	
	
3.	How	can	water	do	such	great	things?	
	
Certainly	not	just	water,	but	the	word	of	God	in	and	with	the	water	does	these	things,	along	with	
the	faith	which	trusts	this	word	of	God	in	the	water.	For	without	God’s	word	the	water	is	plain	water	
and	no	Baptism.	But	with	the	word	of	God	it	is	a	Baptism,	that	is,	a	life-giving	water,	rich	in	grace,	
and	a	washing	of	the	new	birth	in	the	Holy	Spirit,	as	St.	Paul	says	in	Titus,	chapter	three:	“He	saved	
us	 through	 the	washing	of	 rebirth	and	 renewal	by	 the	Holy	Spirit,	whom	He	poured	out	on	us	
generously	through	Jesus	Christ	our	Savior,	so	that,	having	been	justified	by	His	grace,	we	might	
become	heirs	having	the	hope	of	eternal	life.	This	is	a	trustworthy	saying.”	(Titus	3:5–8)	
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4.	What	does	such	baptizing	with	water	indicate?	
It	indicates	that	the	Old	Adam	in	us	should,	by	daily	contrition	and	repentance,	be	drowned	and	
die	with	all	sins	and	evil	desires,	and	that	a	new	man	should	daily	emerge	and	arise	to	live	before	
God	in	righteousness	and	purity	forever.	
	
Where	is	this	written?	
	
St.	Paul	writes	in	Romans	chapter	six,	“We	were	therefore	buried	with	Him	through	baptism	into	
death	in	order	that,	just	as	Christ	was	raised	from	the	dead	through	the	glory	of	the	Father,	we	too	
may	live	a	new	life.”	(Rom.	6:4)	

 

How does the Lutheran Church define a sacrament?   
To	be	a	sacrament	in	the	Lutheran	tradition,	a	practice	must	meet	three	conditions.		

1. Instituted	by	Christ	Jesus.		
2. It	offers	the	forgiveness	of	sins.		
3. It	has	a	visible	element	attached	to	it.	

 
The	two	sacred	rites	or	acts	(Sacraments),	which	offer	us	the	reassurance	that	we	have	God’s	grace	
is,	baptism	and	the	Lord’s	Supper.	Some	Lutherans	also	hold	that	absolution	is	also	a	sacrament.		
 

 

Who instituted Holy Baptism? 
Our	Lord	Jesus	Christ	instituted	the	Sacrament	of	Holy	Baptism.	
 

Matthew	28:18-20	And	Jesus	came	and	said	to	them,	“All	authority	in	heaven	and	on	earth	
has	been	given	to	me.	Go	therefore	and	make	disciples	of	all	nations,	baptizing	them	in	
the	name	of	the	Father	and	of	the	Son	and	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	teaching	them	to	observe	all	
that	I	have	commanded	you.	And	behold,	I	am	with	you	always,	to	the	end	of	the	age.”	
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What does it mean to receive Holy Baptism? 
Holy	Baptism	means	to	apply	water	in	the	name	of	the	Triune	God.	God	has	not	specified	any	one	
method	by	which	the	water	is	to	be	applied.	The	word	“baptize”	as	used	in	the	Bible	means	not	only	
to	immerse,	but	also	to	wash	(Luke	11:38,	Mark	7:4),	pour	(Matthew	3:11,	Acts	2:17),	and	sprinkle	
(Hebrews	9:10,	Numbers	19:17-20).	

	
Matthew	3:11	“I	baptize	you	with	water	for	repentance,	but	he	who	is	coming	after	me	is	
mightier	than	I,	whose	sandals	I	am	not	worthy	to	carry.	He	will	baptize	you	with	the	Holy	
Spirit	and	fire.”	

 
Matthew	28:19	Go	therefore	and	make	disciples	of	all	nations,	baptizing	them	in	the	name	
of	the	Father	and	of	the	Son	and	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	 	

 

Who is to be baptized? 
All	nations,	that	is,	all	human	beings,	are	to	be	baptized.	
 

Matthew	28:19	Go	therefore	and	make	disciples	of	all	nations,	baptizing	them	in	the	name	
of	the	Father	and	of	the	Son	and	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	 	

  
Why are also infants to be baptized?  
Infants	are	to	be	baptized	because	Christ	has	commanded	us	to	baptize	“all	nations,”	and	infants	
belong	to	“all	nations.”	Baptism	is	the	only	means	by	which	infants	can	ordinarily	come	to	faith	and	
enter	God’s	kingdom,	and	God’s	kingdom	belongs	to	infants	because	infants	can	believe.	

 
Baptism	has	taken	the	place	of	circumcision	which	was	performed	on	infants	when	they	were	eight	
days	 old.	 (Colossians	 2:11,12)	 The	 apostles	 baptized	whole	 families.	 (Acts	 16:15,33.	Acts	 18:8.	 1	
Corinthians	1:16)	Sponsors	serve	as	witnesses	that	the	children	have	been	baptized,	assist	in	caring	
for	their	Christian	education	and	training,	and	pray	for	them.	
 

Acts	2:38-39	And	Peter	said	to	them,	“Repent	and	be	baptized	every	one	of	you	in	the	
name	of	Jesus	Christ	for	the	forgiveness	of	your	sins,	and	you	will	receive	the	gift	of	the	
Holy	Spirit.	39	For	the	promise	is	for	you	and	for	your	children	and	for	all	who	are	far	off,	
everyone	whom	the	Lord	our	God	calls	to	himself.”	
	
John	3:5-6	Jesus	answered,	“Truly,	truly,	I	say	to	you,	unless	one	is	born	of	water	and	the	
Spirit,	he	cannot	enter	the	kingdom	of	God.	That	which	is	born	of	the	flesh	is	flesh,	and	
that	which	is	born	of	the	Spirit	is	spirit.	
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Mark 10:13-16	And	they	were	bringing	children	to	him	that	he	might	touch	them,	and	the	
disciples	rebuked	them.	But	when	Jesus	saw	it,	he	was	indignant	and	said	to	them,	“Let	the	
children	come	to	me;	do	not	hinder	them,	for	to	such	belongs	the	kingdom	of	God.	Truly,	
I	say	to	you,	whoever	does	not	receive	the	kingdom	of	God	like	a	child	shall	not	enter	it.”	
And	he	took	them	in	his	arms	and	blessed	them,	laying	his	hands	on	them.	
 
Matthew 18:6 But	whoever	causes	one	of	these	little	ones	who	believe	in	me	to	sin,	it	
would	be	better	for	him	to	have	a	great	millstone	fastened	around	his	neck	and	to	be	
drowned	in	the	depth	of	the	sea.		

 
What is the benefit of Holy Baptism? 
Holy	Baptism	is	a	Means	of		God’s	Grace	by	which	the	Holy	Spirit	offers	us	all	that	Christ	earned	
for	us:	forgiveness	of	sins,	spiritual	life,	and	salvation.	Regenerating	in	them,	the	faith	that	accepts	
these	treasures	makes	them	children	of	God	and	heirs	of	heaven.	
 

Galatians	3:26-27	For	in	Christ	Jesus	you	are	all	sons	of	God,	through	faith.	For	as	many	of	
you	as	were	baptized	into	Christ	have	put	on	Christ.	
	
Acts	2:38	And	Peter	said	to	them,	“Repent	and	be	baptized	every	one	of	you	in	the	name	
of	Jesus	Christ	for	the	forgiveness	of	your	sins,	and	you	will	receive	the	gift	of	the	Holy	
Spirit.	 	
	
1	Peter	3:21	Baptism,	which	corresponds	to	this,	now	saves	you,	not	as	a	removal	of	dirt	
from	the	body	but	as	an	appeal	to	God	for	a	good	conscience,	through	the	resurrection	of	
Jesus	Christ.	
	
Titus	3:5	He	saved	us,	not	because	of	works	done	by	us	in	righteousness,	but	according	to	
his	own	mercy,	by	the	washing	of	regeneration	and	renewal	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	
	
John	3:5	Jesus	answered,	“Truly,	truly,	I	say	to	you,	unless	one	is	of	the	Spirit,	he	cannot	
enter	the	kingdom	of	God.	

 
 What does Holy Baptism do to those who already have come to faith by hearing the Gospel? 
For	 the	 person	 who	 already	 believes,	 Holy	 Baptism	 is	 a	 divine	 seal	 by	 which	 he	 individually,	
personally,	 receives	added	assurance	 that	he	 is	God’s	dear	child	and	heir.	At	 the	same	 time,	he	
publicly	declares	himself	a	Christian.	Christ’s	command	says:	“Make	disciples…,	baptizing	them…,	
teaching	them.”	Matthew	28:19-20.	Children	are	baptized	and	then	taught.	Adults	are	taught	and	
then	baptized.	

 
Acts	8:35-39	Then	Philip	opened	his	mouth,	and	beginning	with	this	Scripture	he	told	him	
the	good	news	about	Jesus.	And	as	they	were	going	along	the	road	they	came	to	some	
water,	and	the	eunuch	said,	“See,	here	is	water!	What	prevents	me	from	being	baptized?”	
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And	he	commanded	the	chariot	to	stop,	and	they	both	went	down	into	the	water,	Philip	
and	the	eunuch,	and	he	baptized	him.	And	when	they	came	up	out	of	the	water,	the	Spirit	
of	the	Lord	carried	Philip	away,	and	the	eunuch	saw	him	no	more,	and	went	on	his	way	
rejoicing.	 	

 

Can anyone be saved without Holy Baptism? 
Faith	 saves,	 and	unbelief	 condemns.	 It	 is	not	 the	 absence	of	Holy	Baptism	but	 the	 rejection	of	Holy	
Baptism	that	condemns	us.	A	believer	who,	like	the	thief	on	the	cross,	dies	before	Baptism	and	is	saved—
by	his	faith.	(Luke	23:39-43)	We	leave	them	in	God’s	hands	of	love,	comforting	ourselves	with	the	thought	
that	while	God	has	bound	us	to	the	use	the	means	of	grace,	God	has	not	bound	Himself.	Christian	parents	
should	not	unduly	postpone	the	Holy	Baptism	of	their	children. 

 
Ephesians	5:25-26	Husbands,	love	your	wives,	as	Christ	loved	the	church	and	gave	
himself	up	for	her,	that	he	might	sanctify	her,	having	cleansed	her	by	the	washing	of	water	
with	the	word.	
	
Mark	16:16	Whoever	believes	and	is	baptized	will	be	saved,	but	whoever	does	not	believe	
will	be	condemned.	 	

  
What daily use should the Christian make of his Baptism? 
“I	am	baptized.”	This	 statement	 should	be	a	Christian’s	daily	comfort.	 It	means	 that	God	 is	my	
Father;	I	am	His	child.	No	matter	what	happens:	sin,	sickness,	sorrow,	or	even	death.	Nothing	can	
separate	you	from	His	steadfast	love	in	Christ,	your	Savior.	
	
Holy	Baptism	should	be	the	Christian’s	daily	reminder;	I	am	God’s	child.	Now	let	me	live	up	to	my	
high	name	and	station,	striving	in	all	things	out	of	love	to	do	my	Father’s	will.		
	
At	Holy	Baptism,	infants,	through	their	sponsors	renounce	the	devil,	all	his	works	and	all	his	ways,	
and	 confess	 their	 faith	 in	 the	Triune	God.	 Later,	 as	 children	or	 adults,	 they	 are	 instructed	 and	
publicly	confess	and	acknowledge	the	covenant	entered	into	in	Baptism	and	promise	to	be	faithful	
until	death	to	their	Savior	and	His	Church.	Often,	at	the	same	time,	they	are	admitted	to	the	Lord’s	
Table.	Public	confession,	we	call	Confirmation.	Confirmation	is	not	a	divine	institution	but	a	God-
pleasing	rite	of	the	Church.	The	instruction	in	Christian	doctrine	which	precedes	Confirmation	is	
most	important.	

Galatians	3:26-27	For	in	Christ	Jesus	you	are	all	sons	of	God,	through	faith.	For	as	many	of	
you	as	were	baptized	into	Christ	have	put	on	Christ.	
Isaiah	54:10	For	the	mountains	may	depart	and	the	hills	be	removed,	but	my	steadfast	
love	shall	not	depart	from	you,	and	my	covenant	of	peace	shall	not	be	removed,”	says	the	
LORD,	who	has	compassion	on	you.	
Romans	6:4	We	were	buried	therefore	with	him	by	baptism	into	death,	in	order	that,	just	
as	Christ	was	raised	
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Chapter 10. Holy baptism - Review 
1.	How	many	sacraments	are	there?	
	
	
2.	What	are	they?	
	
	
3.	Why	is	immersion	not	the	only	correct	way	to	baptize?	
	
	
4.	In	urgent	cases,	in	the	absence	of	the	pastor,	any	Christian	may	administer	Baptism.	Directions	
are	given	on	page	1023	of	the	Lutheran	Service	Book.	Which	two	things	are	essential	 for	a	valid	
Baptism?	
	
1.)	
	
2.)		
	
5.	How	do	the	words	of	Christ,	in	Mark	10:13-16	show	that	infants	can	believe?		
	
	
6.	Galatians	3:26-27	tells	us	that	in	Baptism,	we	“put	on	Christ.”	What	does	that	mean?		
	
	
7.	Why	is	it	of	vital	importance	that	we	not	only	have	our	children	baptized	but	that	we	also	give	
them	a	thoroughly	Christian	education?	
	
	
8.	Luther	once	cheered	up	a	depressed	friend	by	asking	him,	“Don’t	you	know	that	you’ve	been	
baptized?”	Why	was	that	excellent	Christian	psychology?	
	
 

 

 

 
	


