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TOWN AND COUNTRY LUTHERAN | Sacramento, California 

December 25, 2022 
 

WELCOME 

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and our Lord Christ Jesus. We’re glad you 

found your way to us. If you’re feeling lost, please be sure to reach out to your neighbor, 

and they will be happy to answer any questions you might have. We hope you feel 

welcome and comfortable at Town and Country. 
 

Where our service is marked with a C are spoken or sung by the Congregation. Sections 

marked with an P or L are for the pastor or worship leaders, and A is for Assistant. 
 

A special welcome to those with young children. 

We are very delighted you are here today. At Town and Country, we want you to feel at 

home. 
 

 First, please relax and enjoy your time here. Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle 

and giggle a bit, so please don’t feel embarrassed. Children are always welcome. 

 To make it a bit easier on your family, please dare to sit toward the front where your 

children can easily see. Encourage them to note the colors, hear the music, watch the 

pastor, and embrace the action at the altar. What Jesus is doing here promises to engage 

them. 

 As we go along, softly explain the liturgy to your children, encouraging them to join in 

on parts. Amen! Lord have mercy! Our Father! These belong to them, too. 

 Be sure to sing, speak, and pray your parts also as you sit and stand. Your children 

learn by following your lead. 

 If you must leave, please hurry back. We want your children here with us! 

 If you need a little help, please ask. There are many people here who will lend you a 

hand.  
 

Please know that while you are caring for your children, the rest of us will be rejoicing 

with you in Jesus words, “Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them, for to 

such belongs the kingdom of God. Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the 

kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.” (Luke 18:16-17 ESV) 

 

We know that your children are a gift to the Church, so we will do our best to welcome, 

encourage, and bless you all. Welcome to Town and Country Lutheran Church. 
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THE LORD HAS BARED HIS HOLY ARM 

The long wait is over—the Savior is born! For many people, 

the days, weeks, and even months have been filled with 

anticipation for Christmas. For children, it may be an 

anticipation of gifts; for others, it may be long-awaited family 

time enjoyed and all the season brings. For all, we pray the 

Good News of a Savior born this day in the city of David is the 

overarching reason to celebrate. Others in history had to wait 

a much longer time for their Christmas joy. Approximately seven centuries before “the 

Word became flesh” (John 1:14), Isaiah would be inspired by the Spirit to proclaim to the 

people, “The Lord has bared His holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, and all the 

ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God” (Isaiah 52:10). Though the people of 

Isaiah’s day would not experience Christmas as we do, they would hold on by faith to the 

anticipated promise of salvation through our Savior who was to come. For us, we give 

thanks that salvation has come. In the Son of God wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying 

in a manger, and with the mission for humanity set before Him, “The Lord has bared His 

holy arm” (Isaiah 52:10). May this promise fulfilled increase our Christmas joy as God still 

comes to us today in His Means of Grace, that we not only see but often celebrate the 

salvation of our God. 

 

PREPARATION 

 

WELCOME 

 

HYMN OF INVOCATION JOY TO THE WORLD | LSB 387 

 

Stand 

 

INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 



4 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Stand 

 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 

INTROIT Psalm 98:1–4; antiphon: Isaiah 9:6 

P  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 

 and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

C  and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 

 Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
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P  Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things! 

 His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 

C  The LORD has made known his salvation; 

 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

P  He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. 

 All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

C  Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 

 break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 

 and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

C  and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 

 Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 

KYRIE Mark 10:47 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set 

us free from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 52:7–10 

A The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 52. 

  

7How beautiful upon the mountains 

 are the feet of him who brings good news, 

who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, 

 who publishes salvation, 

 who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
8The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; 

 together they sing for joy; 
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for eye to eye they see 

 the return of the LORD to Zion. 
9Break forth together into singing, 

 you waste places of Jerusalem, 

for the LORD has comforted his people; 

 he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
10The LORD has bared his holy arm 

 before the eyes of all the nations, 

and all the ends of the earth shall see 

 the salvation of our God. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE Hebrews 1:1–12 

 1Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the 

prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the 

heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 3He is the radiance of the 

glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the 

word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of 

the Majesty on high, 4having become as much superior to angels as the name he has 

inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

 5For to which of the angels did God ever say, 

“You are my Son, 

 today I have begotten you”? 

Or again, 

“I will be to him a father, 

 and he shall be to me a son”? 

6And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 

“Let all God’s angels worship him.” 
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7Of the angels he says, 

“He makes his angels winds, 

 and his ministers a flame of fire.” 

8But of the Son he says, 

“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, 

 the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom. 
9You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 

therefore God, your God, has anointed you 

 with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.” 

10And, 

“You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning, 

 and the heavens are the work of your hands; 
11they will perish, but you remain; 

 they will all wear out like a garment, 
12like a robe you will roll them up, 

 like a garment they will be changed. 

But you are the same, 

 and your years will have no end.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY John 1:14 

C Alleluia. The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 

glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. Alleluia. 
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HOLY GOSPEL John 1:1–18 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and without 

him was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light 

of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to 

bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, 

but came to bear witness about the light. 

 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the 

world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He 

came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12But to all who did receive 

him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13who were 

born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 

as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15(John bore witness about 

him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before 

me, because he was before me.’”) 16And from his fullness we have all received, grace 

upon grace. 17For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 

Christ. 18No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has 

made him known. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Sit 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY WHAT CHILD IS THIS | LSB 370 

 

SERMON 
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Stand 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

The close and response to each petition is…. 

P Let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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The prayer concludes… 

P We thank You, Lord God, for all Your people who have gone before us and now 

rest in Your presence. Keep us faithful with them until that day when You make all 

things new; for You live and reign with Christ and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 

  

Sit 

 

OFFERING 

(It is our desire to know you and to meet your special needs. Please, fill in the Worship Attendance 

Card which is found in your bulletin, and place it in the offering plate or give it to an usher as you 

leave.) 

 

Stand 

 

OFFERTORY Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT  

 

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new 

revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know 

and love those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and 

with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 

our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 

all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to 

eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive 

our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 

and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat 

and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 

Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your 

ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in 

Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI John 20:19 

 

 
 

AGNUS DEI John 1:29 
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Sit 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN LO, HOW A ROSE E’ER BLOOMING | LSB 359 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING | LSB 380 

 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 

and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Stand 
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THANK THE LORD [Psalm 105:1–3, 42–43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8–10] 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

HYMN TO DEPART GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN | LSB 388 

 

P Merry Christmas! Go in peace. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Divine Service, Setting Two from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 
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TOWN AND COUNTRY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

4049 Marconi Avenue, Sacramento CA 95821  |  916.481.2542  |  TCLutheranChurch.org 

 

NEW TO TOWN AND COUNTRY 

         We welcome those new and visiting Town and 

Country!  We hope you have a wonderful experience 

with our Town & Country Family.  Feel free to take a 

pamphlet from the wall to the left of our Connecting 

Point Station or a copy of Portals of Prayer. You may 

also sign our Guest Book at the church entrance.  

         If you are new to Town and Country, our worship 

experiences at Town incorporate a variety of hymns, 

songs, voices, and instruments with the goal of focusing 

on Jesus.  We pray the Spirit, working through the 

Word, impacts your life with Christ. Have a blessed day! 
 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICE 

 Assisted Listening Devices are available from the ushers as you enter the church.   

 For assistance, please contact an usher.  
 

COMMUNION 

  The Lord’s Supper is a wonderful gift given to us by God.  In the bread and wine, Christ 

gives His body and blood to forgive sins, renews faith, and causes Godly and brotherly love to 

grow.  We remember and praise God for the sacrifice Christ made on our behalf on the cross.  

Out of pastoral concern and care and taking to heart the word in 1 Corinthians 11:28, “A person 

ought to examine themselves before they eat of the bread and drink of the cup.”  To receive this 

means of God’s grace properly we should positively answer the following, “Do I need 

forgiveness for sin?”  “Do I believe in Christ as my Savior?”  Do I trust that Christ is present in 

the bread and wine?”  Do I desire to turn from sin and live anew to God and to others in love and 

service?” 
 

• If you are unsure about what it means to take the Lord’s Supper, please speak to the 

pastor prior to the service.  

• Children are invited to attend with folded hands below the rail to receive a blessing.  

Youth recently confirmed or who have completed an Early Communion class are 

encouraged to hold out their hand to assist the servers in distribution.   

• Grape juice is available in the center of the serving tray. Gluten free wafers are available 

by request. 
 

Let’s now celebrate the Love of the Lamb of God 
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PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S WORSHIP 

Pastor      Reverend Trevor Mankin 

Lay Ministers    Jim Matthews, Dave Scholz 

Ushers      John & Julie Parrish 

       Dave Scholz, Kirk Schild 

Greeter      Tracy Sanderson 

Reader      Rod Oswalt 

Organist      Luther Skov 

Sound      Tom Matthews 

Screen       Ben Dotson & John Parrish  

Altar Guild     Karen Colston 

Altar Flowers    Marge Otto 
 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Prayer requests to be included in morning prayers can be 

given to an usher before church, who will pass it on to the 

Pastor.       If you want to request prayer from “The Prayer 

Connection” please call Marge Otto (916) 481-3593  

– After 6 PM please call Tracy Sanderson (916) 396-0846 

 

 

PASTORAL CARE 

Contact Pastor Mankin: 

Email:  pastor.mankin@tclutheranchurch.org 

Phone:  916.481.2542 ext. 2 

 

 

VANCO ONLINE GIVING          Scan the QR code to start giving! 

You can download the Vanco Mobile App for iPhone or 

Android smart phones. Visit your app store today to start online giving, where 

you can set up reoccurring payments, choose the fund of your choice (LWML, 

Flowers, Memorials, Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, etc…), or donate a one- time gift.  

Thank you for your contributions! 

PRAYER LIST 

Serving Jesus at home… 

 

Askalu Amelash 

Bonnie Bachtold 

Jan Brenner 

Chad Buford 

Louise Cobeldick 

Mary Harrell 

Bill Hirschfelt 

Harold Meyer 

Gary Wiedeman 
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES            OFFICE HOURS   

December 25 – January 1, 2022                   9:00 AM – 1:00 PM, Monday-Friday 

     Email: matt@tclutheranchurch.org 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25 – Christmas Day 

9:30 am        Divine Service 

10:30 am Fellowship 

No Bible Class or coffee today. 

Merry Christmas to All! 
 

 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 26 

6:00 pm  Adult Volleyball 
 

 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29 

7:00 am Men’s Bible Study via Zoom 
 

 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 1 – Happy New Year! 

9:30 am        Divine Service 

10:30 am Fellowship 

11:00 am Bible Class led by Pastor Mankin 

 

POINSETTIAS 

Those who contributed may take a plant home after today’s service. 

 

ENVELOPES IN TODAY’S BULLETIN 

Every year, we collect contributions for staff gifts. Donations are greatly appreciated by 

our hard working staff, all 2 of us!!! Especially after such a hectic year. Thank you, Lord, 

for your blessings throughout the year! 

 

FLOWER CHART 

The flower chart for 2023 is now up in the church entrance. Sign up for Sunday flowers, 

in memory of a loved one, for birthdays, anniversaries, or a special occasion. Questions? 

Call or email the office. Thank you for helping beautify the church sanctuary. 

PORTALS OF PRAYER  

Devotional booklets for January-

March are available at the 

church entrance. 

FRIENDSHIP UNLIMITED 

ANNUAL BRUNCH 

Sunday, January 8, 2023  

11:00 AM 
 

Danielle’s Creperie 
3535 Fair Oaks Blvd. 95864 

 

RSVP BY JANUARY 1st 

Rich Nelson: 916-296-1930 

Sharon Nelson: 916-296-4633 
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THE JANUARY NEWSLETTER will be emailed/mailed out this week 

 

 

OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR 2023 

Please, pick up your offering envelopes for next year, you can find them in your church 

mailbox at the entrance. If you did not get an envelope box and would like to start 

contributiong, please contact the church office. Thank you for your contributions!  

Remember, you can give online, too: https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z41K/home 

 

 

DO YOU SHOP ONLINE??? 

Did you know that by shopping on Amazon you can donate a portion of every purchase 

to the charity of your choice? Visit smile.amazon.com and choose who you would like to 

donate to. Town & Country Lutheran Church is on the list! Every time you shop, a little 

bit will go towards the church. Thank you! 

 

 

OPPORTUNITY FOR EMPLOYMENT 

Zion Lutheran Church is hiring part-time Administrative Assistants to empower life 

together on mission in and around North Highlands.  Actually, Zion is not only hiring for 

the long-haul but is also seeking a temp or two ASAP! 

Does someone in particular come to mind who could serve in this way?  Who do you 

know who would be a good fit in your role within driving distance of North Highlands? 

Questions? Leads? Ideas? Please email me knippac@zionlutherannh.org 

or Pam at ZionNHSec@gmail.com, or call 916-332-4001. 

Thank you, 

Pastor Colter Knippa 

 

 

BRIDGING INITIATIVES INTERNATIONAL 

God has helped us to get a place to rent in the Citrus Heights area for a family with a 4-

year-old. Please see the brochure with the appeal and needs. I am so thankful for your 

support and prayers.  

 

 ~Yene Wolteji     Brochures are located at the church entrance 

 

http://smile.amazon.com/
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