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The second service in this “Conversations with the Angels” Advent series focuses 

on prayers understood as the angel Gabriel helps us to see why we do not pray to 

angels. Jesus is the one we should pray to because he is God made flesh, and truly 

understands our human condition. 
 

PRELUDE “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” | Hand Bell Choir 

 

WELCOME 

 

OPENING HYMN “Hark the Glad Sound” | LSB 349 
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INVOCATION 

P God, before whom all the angels veil their faces and in whose presence they delight, 

with joy and longing we acknowledge your glory and worship you, Father, T Son 

and Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

ADVENT APPROACH        (Melody: “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” LSB 341) 

P Speak to the daughter of Zion and cry to her: “Behold, your King is coming to you!” 

 

Lift up your heads, you mighty gates;  

Behold, the King of glory waits.  

The King of kings is drawing near.  

The Savior of the world is here.  

Life and salvation now he brings,  

Wherefore the earth is glad and sings:  

To God all glory be!  

Creator wise is he! 

 

P Prepare the way of the Lord; clear a straight path for him, and all mankind shall see 

the salvation of our God. 

 

Behold, our Helper, just and dear,  

In true humility draws near.  

His kingly crown is holiness,  

His scepter, pity in distress.  

The end of all our woe he brings,  

Wherefore the earth is glad and sings:  

To God all glory be!  

Redeemer strong is he! 

 

P Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a 

righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice 

and righteousness in the land. 
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Oh, blest the land, the city blest,  

Where Christ the Ruler is confessed.  

Oh, happy hearts and happy homes  

To whom this King in triumph comes!  

The cloudless Sun of joy he is  

Who brings us pure delight and bliss.  

To God all glory be!  

Our Comforter is he! 

 

P The Lord is at hand. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer 

and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 

 

Oh, blest the land, the city blest,  

Where Christ the Ruler is confessed.  

Oh, happy hearts and happy homes  

To whom this King in triumph comes!  

The cloudless Sun of joy he is  

Who brings us pure delight and bliss.  

To God all glory be!  

Our Comforter is he! 

 

P The Lord is near to all who call upon him, to all who call upon him in faith. He fulfills 

the desire of all who fear him; he also hears their cry, and saves them. 

 

Redeemer, come! I open wide  

My heart to you; here, Lord, abide!  

Let me your inner presence feel;  

Your grace and love in me reveal.  

Your Holy Spirit guide us on  

Until our glorious goal is won.  

Eternal praise and fame  

We offer to your name! 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 28:10-17 

Jacob left Beersheba and went toward Haran. And he came to a certain place and stayed 

there that night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it 

under his head and lay down in that place to sleep. And he dreamed, and behold, there 

was a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven. And behold, the 

angels of God were ascending and descending on it! And behold, the Lord stood above 

it and said, “I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac. The 

land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring. Your offspring shall be 

like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to 

the north and to the south, and in you and your offspring shall all the families of the 

earth be blessed. Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will 

bring you back to this land. For I will not leave you until I have done what I have 

promised you.” Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in this 

place, and I did not know it.” And he was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! 

This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” 

 

PSALM 34 

A    I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

C    My soul makes its boast in the Lord; let the afflicted hear and be glad. 

A    O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together! 

C    I sought the Lord, and he answered me, and delivered me from all my fears. 

A    Look to him, and be radiant; so shall your faces never be ashamed. 

C    This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his     

   troubles. 

A    The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him, and delivers them. 

C    O taste and see that the Lord is good! Happy is the man who takes refuge in  

       him. 
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A    O fear the Lord, you his saints, for those who fear him have no want! 

C    The eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous, and his ears toward their cry. 

A    When the righteous cry for help, the Lord hears, and delivers them out of all their  

      troubles. 

C    The Lord is near to the brokenhearted, and saves the crushed in spirit. 

A    The Lord redeems the life of his servants; 

C    None of those who take refuge in him will be condemned. 

 

EPISTLE READING Hebrews 12:22-29 

But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly 

Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of the 

firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the 

righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled 

blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. See that you do not refuse him 

who is speaking. For if they did not escape when they refused him who warned them on 

earth, much less will we escape if we reject him who warns from heaven. At that time his 

voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only 

the earth but also the heavens.” This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal of 

things that are shaken—that is, things that have been made—in order that the things that 

cannot be shaken may remain. Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that 

cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and 

awe, for our God is a consuming fire. 

 

RESPONSE (Melody: “Angels, From the Realms of Glory” LSB 367) 

 

All creation, join in praising 

God, the Father, Spirit, Son, 

Evermore your voices raising 

To th’eternal Three in One. 

Come and worship, come and worship, 

Worship Christ, the coming King! 
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 18:1-4, 10-14 

At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom 

of heaven?” And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them and said, 

“Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the 

kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the 

kingdom of heaven ... See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell 

you that in heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. 

What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, 

does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that 

went astray? And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more than over 

the ninety-nine that never went astray. So it is not the will of my Father who is in 

heaven that one of these little ones should perish. 

 

TRIO “What Child Is This?” | LSB 370 

 

MESSAGE               PROMISES UNDERSTOOD 
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HYMN “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” | LSB 770 
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PRAYERS 

P    Lord Jesus Christ, we give you thanks for your incarnation. 

C    You understand our life. 

P    You were submissive to Mary and Joseph and grew to adult hood in a family. 

C    You understand our love and our concern. 

P    You suffered hunger, thirst, and pain. 

C    You understand our needs. 

P    You faced the Tempter in the wilderness and overcame him by the Word of God. 
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C    You understand the trials we endure. 

P    You were despised, rejected, scorned. 

C    You understand our sins. 

P    You gave your life upon the cross. 

C    You understand our death. 

P    And on the third day you were raised to life again. 

C    You are the hope that leads us on. 

P    And now you bid us come to you in faith and prayer. 

C    Open our hearts always, we pray, that we may bring our needs to you with   

   confidence and know the comfort of your constant, understanding care. Amen. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

ADVENT ADORATION               (Melody: “O Come, All Ye Faithful” | LSB 379) 

 

The highest, most holy, Light of light eternal,  

Born of a virgin a mortal he comes;  

Son of the Father, now in flesh appearing!  

Oh, come, let us adore him, oh, come, let us adore him,  
Oh, come let us a adore him, Christ the Lord! 
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BENEDICTION 

P Now may God, before whom the angels veil their faces and in whose presence they 

delight—the Father, T the Son and the Holy Spirit—bless us and keep us, and bring 

us to everlasting life. 

C Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” | LSB 380 
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PARTICIPANTS IN TONIGHT’S SERVICE 

Worship Leader  Pastor Trevor Mankin 

Lay Minister   Rod Oswalt 

Organist   Luther Skov 

Hand Bell Choir Director Londa Skov 

Duet    Sue Matthews, Ann & David Kretzmann,  

Children’s Message  Linda Pugh 

Scripture Reader  Sue Matthews 

Message   Pastor Mankin 

    Paul Krieg 

Technology   Matt Kretzmann 

Director   Arlys Anderson  

 

 

 

 

 

Conversations with the Angels 
 

Concluding next Wednesday at 7:00 pm 
 

December 14th – Praises Called For 
 

 

Join us for the “Conversations with the Angels” Advent worship series as we 

listen to the angels associated with the story of Christ’s birth. The third service 

in the series focuses on the praises the angels sang to Jesus at various times. 

Their glad songs serve as examples for us as we welcome the Christ Child 

into our lives with joy. 
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