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This first service in this “Conversations with the Angels” Advent 

series focuses on promises fulfilled. The angel Gabriel tells us about 

talking to Zechariah and Mary about John the Baptist and baby Jesus. 

The birth of these two babies fulfills a promise made long ago by God 

that he would send a Savior we are prepared to see. 
 

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” | Hand Bell Choir 

 

WELCOME 

 

OPENING HYMN “Angels, From the Realms of Glory” | LSB 367 

 

Angels, from the realms of glory, 

Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

Once you sang creation’s story; 

Now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 

Come and worship, come and worship, 

Worship Christ, the coming King! 

 

INVOCATION 

P God, before whom all the angels veil their faces and in whose presence they delight, 

with joy and longing we acknowledge your glory and worship you, Father, T Son 

and Holy Spirit, eternal Trinity. 

C Amen. 

 

SOLO “Prepare the Way” 

 

ADVENT APPROACH          (“O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” LSB 334) 

P Speak to the daughter of Zion and cry to her: “Behold, your King is coming to you!” 
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O Lord, how shall I meet you,  

How welcome you aright?  

Your people long to greet you,  

My hope, my heart’s delight!  

Oh, kindle, Lord most holy,  

Your lamp within my breast  

To do in spirit lowly  

All that may please you best. 

 

P Prepare the way of the Lord; clear a straight path for him, and all mankind shall see 

the salvation of our God. 

 

Your Zion strews before you  

Green boughs and fairest palms;  

And I too will adore you  

With joyous songs and psalms.  

My heart shall bloom forever  

For you with praises new  

And from your name shall never  

Withhold the honor due. 

 

P Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a 

righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice 

and righteousness in the land. 

 

I lay in fetters, groaning;  

You came to set me free.  

I stood, my shame bemoaning;  

You came to honor me.  

A glorious crown you give me,  

A treasure safe on high  

That will not fail or leave me  

As earthly riches fly. 
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P The Lord is at hand. Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer 

and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 

 

Love caused your incarnation;  

Love brought you down to me.  

Your thirst for my salvation  

Procured my liberty.  

Oh, love beyond all telling,  

That led you to embrace  

In love, all love excelling,  

Our lost and fallen race. 

 

P The Lord is near to all who call upon him, to all who call upon him in truth. He 

fulfills the desire of all who fear him; he also hears their cry, and saves them. 

 

Rejoice, then, you sad-hearted,  

Who sit in deepest gloom,  

Who mourn your joys departed  

And tremble at your doom.  

Despair not; he is near you,  

There, standing at the door,  

Who best can help and cheer you  

And bids you weep no more. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 22:9-18 

When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there 

and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of 

the wood.  Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son.  

But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” 

And he said, “Here I am.”  He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to 

him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your 
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only son, from me.”  And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind 

him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram 

and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. So Abraham called the name of 

that place, “The Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord 

it shall be provided.” And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from 

heaven and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done 

this and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will surely bless you, and I will 

surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the 

seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, and in your offspring 

shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 

 

PSALM 91 

P He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High, who abides in the shadow of the 

Almighty, will say to the Lord, 

C  “My refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom I trust.” 

P For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the deadly pestilence; 

C he will cover you with his pinions, and under his wings you will find refuge; 

P his faithfulness is a shield and buckler. 

C You will not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day, nor the 

pestilence that stalks in the darkness, nor the destruction that wastes at noonday. 

P A thousand may fall at your side; ten thousand at your right hand; 

C but it will not come near you. 

P You will only look with your eyes 

C and see the recompense of the wicked. 

P Because you have made the Lord your refuge, the Most High your habitation, 

C no evil shall befall you, no scourge come near your tent. 

P For he will give his angels charge of you to guard you in all your ways. 

C On their hands they will bear you up, lest you dash your foot against a stone. 

P You will tread on the lion and the adder, 

C The young lion and the serpent you will trample under foot. 

P Because he cleaves to me in love, I will deliver him; 

C I will protect him, because he knows my name. 
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P When he calls to me, I will answer him; 

C I will be with him in trouble, I will rescue him and honor him. 

P With long life will I satisfy him, 

C And show him my salvation. 

 

EPISTLE READING 1 Peter 1:3-13 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, 

he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in 

heaven for you,  who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation 

ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if 

necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your 

faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to 

result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. Though you have 

not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and 

rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of your 

faith, the salvation of your souls. Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied 

about the grace that was to be yours searched and inquired carefully, inquiring what 

person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings 

of Christ and the subsequent glories. It was revealed to them that they were serving not 

themselves but you, in the things that have now been announced to you through those 

who preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into 

which angels long to look. Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-

minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of 

Jesus Christ. 

 

RESPONSE (“Angels, From the Realms of Glory” LSB 367) 

All creation, join in praising 

God, the Father, Spirit, Son, 

Evermore your voices raising 

To th’eternal Three in One. 

Come and worship, come and worship, 

Worship Christ, the coming King! 
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 13:36-43 

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to him, saying, 

“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, “The one who sows 

the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world, and the good seed is the sons of 

the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is 

the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds 

are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will 

send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-

breakers, and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 

Father. He who has ears, let him hear.” 

 

HYMN “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” | LSB 338 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 
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MESSAGE                      PROMISES FULFILLED 
 

HYMN “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” | LSB 358 (vs. 8, 9, 10, 14) 

 

8. Welcome to earth, O noble Guest, 

Through whom the sinful world is blest! 

You came to share my misery 

That You might share Your joy with me. 

 

9. Ah, Lord, though You created all, 

How weak You are, so poor and small, 

That You should choose to lay Your head 

Where lowly cattle lately fed! 

 

10. Were earth a thousand times as fair 

And set with gold and jewels rare, 

It would be far too poor and small 

A cradle for the Lord of all. 

 

14. My heart for very joy must leap; 

My lips no more can silence keep. 

I, too, must sing with joyful tongue 

That sweetest ancient cradlesong: 
 

Public domain 

 

PRAYERS 

P In many and various ways God spoke of old to our fathers by the prophets, 

 But in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son. 

 

C Give us grace, Lord Jesus Christ, to hear the faithful witness of your prophets and 

apostles, for they bear witness unto you, and to believe with true and trusting 

hearts the Word they bear, as once you came to Thomas to remove his doubt, 

assuring him of your abiding presence with your people evermore, come now to 

us, we pray. 

 



 

8 

 

 Remove our doubt, and make us faithful witnesses as well, by word and deed, to 

your abiding presence with your people evermore. 

 

Let your holy angels guard us day and night, and fill our hearts to join them in 

their praise, until you come, O Son of Man, in the company of all the heavenly 

host, to gather us, forgiven and redeemed, to praise your glory with exalted praise 

forevermore. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

ADVENT ADORATION               “O Come, All Ye Faithful” | LSB 379 

 

Oh, come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant!  

Oh, come, ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem;  

Come and behold him, born the King of angels:  

Oh, come, let us adore him, oh, come, let us adore him,  

Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
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BENEDICTION 

P Now may God, before whom the angels veil their faces and in whose presence they 

delight—the Father, T the Son and the Holy Spirit—bless us and keep us, and bring 

us to everlasting life. 

C Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN “Angels we Have Heard on High” | LSB 368 (vs. 1, 3) 
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PARTICIPANTS IN TONIGHT’S SERVICE 

Worship Leader  Pastor Trevor Mankin 

Lay Minister   Fred Cary 

Organist   Jerilynn Reed 

Hand Bell Choir Director Londa Skov 

Soloist    Paul Krieg 

Children’s Message  Linda Pugh 

Scripture Reader  Mark Tuckerman 

Message   Pastor Mankin 

    Paul Krieg 

Technology   Matt Kretzmann 

Director   Arlys Anderson  

 

 

 

Conversations with the Angels 
 

Continuing on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm 
 

December 7th – Prayers Understood 

 

December 14th – Praises Called For 
 

 

Join us for the “Conversations with the Angels” Advent worship series as we listen 

to the angels associated with the story of Christ’s birth. The second service in the 

series focuses on prayers understood as the angel Gabriel helps us to see why we 

do not pray to angels. Jesus is the one we should pray to because he is God made 

flesh, and truly understands our human condition. 
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