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TOWN AND COUNTRY LUTHERAN | Sacramento, California 

November 27, 2022 
 

WELCOME 

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and our Lord Christ Jesus. We’re glad you 

found your way to us. If you’re feeling lost, please be sure to reach out to your neighbor, 

and they will be happy to answer any questions you might have. We hope you feel 

welcome and comfortable at Town and Country. 
 

Where our service is marked with a C are spoken or sung by the Congregation. Sections 

marked with an P or L are for the pastor or worship leaders, and A is for Assistant. 
 

A special welcome to those with young children. 

We are very delighted you are here today. At Town and Country, we want you to feel at 

home. 
 

 First, please relax and enjoy your time here. Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle 

and giggle a bit, so please don’t feel embarrassed. Children are always welcome. 

 To make it a bit easier on your family, please dare to sit toward the front where your 

children can easily see. Encourage them to note the colors, hear the music, watch the 

pastor, and embrace the action at the altar. What Jesus is doing here promises to engage 

them. 

 As we go along, softly explain the liturgy to your children, encouraging them to join in 

on parts. Amen! Lord have mercy! Our Father! These belong to them, too. 

 Be sure to sing, speak, and pray your parts also as you sit and stand. Your children 

learn by following your lead. 

 If you must leave, please hurry back. We want your children here with us! 

 If you need a little help, please ask. There are many people here who will lend you a 

hand.  
 

Please know that while you are caring for your children, the rest of us will be rejoicing 

with you in Jesus words, “Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them, for to 

such belongs the kingdom of God. Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the 

kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.” (Luke 18:16-17 ESV) 

 

We know that your children are a gift to the Church, so we will do our best to welcome, 

encourage, and bless you all. Welcome to Town and Country Lutheran Church. 
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AS WE GATHER 

Today you are in a most important waiting room—every church 

sanctuary or other holy space in which God’s people gather is, in 

its way, a waiting room. Together we are waiting for the greatest 

of all events—the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. This is the 

mountain of the house of the Lord, where two or three are 

gathered in His name. Here God dwells and is enthroned and reveals Himself to His 

people. Here we keep alert, joyfully anticipating the advent of our King. 
 

PREPARATION 

 

HYMN OF INVOCATION SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS, COME | LSB 332 

 

 

 
 

5 God the Father was His source, 

Back to God He ran His course. 

Into hell His road went down, 

Back then to His throne and crown. 

 

6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 

By Your mighty pow’r make whole 

All our ills of flesh and soul. 
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7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 

Darkness there no more resides; 

In this light faith now abides. 

 

8 Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be 

Now and through eternity. 

© 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012334.; © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by 

permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012334. Public domain 

 

 

ADVENT WREATH DEDICATION 

 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 

INTROIT Psalm 118:25–28; antiphon: Zechariah 9:9b, alt. 

P  Behold, your king is coming to you; 

   righteous and having salvation. 

C  Save us, we pray, O LORD! 

   O LORD, we pray, give us success! 

P  Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the LORD! 

   We bless you from the house of the LORD. 

C  The LORD is God, and he has made his light to shine upon us. 

   Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the altar! 

P  You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 

   you are my God; I will extol you. 

C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

   and to the Holy Spirit; 

        as it was in the beginning, 

   is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P  Behold, your king is coming to you; 

   righteous and having salvation. 

 

KYRIE Mark 10:47 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 

the Lord. 
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C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued 

from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for 

You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 2:1–5 

 1The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

2It shall come to pass in the latter days 

 that the mountain of the house of the LORD 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

 and shall be lifted up above the hills; 

and all the nations shall flow to it, 

 3and many peoples shall come, and say: 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

 to the house of the God of Jacob, 

that he may teach us his ways 

 and that we may walk in his paths.” 

For out of Zion shall go the law, 

 and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
4He shall judge between the nations, 

 and shall decide disputes for many peoples; 

and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
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 and their spears into pruning hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

 neither shall they learn war anymore. 
5O house of Jacob, 

 come, let us walk 

 in the light of the LORD. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE Romans 13:8–14 

 8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has 

fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not 

murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are 

summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no 

wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 

 11Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. 

For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. 12The night is far gone; the 

day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of 

light. 13Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in 

sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14But put on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL AND VERSE 

C Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 

 Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation. 

 Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 From the house of the Lord we bless You. 

 Alleluia. Lift up your heads, O gates!  

 And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in. Alleluia. 
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 24:36–44 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fourth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 36[Jesus said:] “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of 

heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only. 37As were the days of Noah, so will be the 

coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and 

drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, 
39and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be the 

coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one 

left. 41Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one left. 
42Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But 

know this, that if the master of the house had known in what part of the night the thief 

was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken 

into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do 

not expect. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY PREPARE A PLACE | HeartSong 

 

Chorus 

Wait for the coming One 

While you wait for the coming One 

 

Verse 1 

Prepare a place while you're waiting 

Prepare a place for the coming One 

Prepare a place and be patient 

While you wait for the coming One 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Verse 2 

Prepare your heart while you're waiting 

Prepare your heart for the coming One 

Set time aside and be quiet 

While you wait for the coming One 
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SERMON 

 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
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     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Stir up Your power, O Lord, to rescue us from the dangers of this dark world by the 

advent of Your Son, that we may ever walk in His light and learn the way of peace. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

The close and response to each petition is…. 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

The prayer concludes… 

P O loving Father, You alone know the day and the hour when our Lord, Jesus Christ, 

will come again in glory. Keep us steadfast in the one, true faith, that we may ever 

be ready for His reappearing; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

  

OFFERING 

(It is our desire to know you and to meet your special needs. Please, fill in the Worship Attendance 

Card which is found in your bulletin, and place it in the offering plate or give it to an usher as you 

leave.) 
 

OFFERTORY Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT  

 

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised 

Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling 

sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when 

He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 

You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 

our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 

all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to 

eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive 

our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 

and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat 

and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 

Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your 

ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in 

Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI John 20:19 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI John 1:29 
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Sit 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN WAKE, AWAKE, FOR NIGHT IS FLYING | LSB 516 
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Public domain 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN HOW DEEP THE FATHER’S LOVE FOR US | HeartSong 

Verse 1 

How deep the Father's love for us 

How vast beyond all measure 

That He should give His only Son 

To make a wretch His treasure 

How great the pain of searing loss 

The Father turns His face away 

As wounds which mar the Chosen One 

Bring many sons to glory 

 

Verse 2 

Behold the Man upon a cross 

My sin upon His shoulders 

Ashamed I hear my mocking voice 

Call out among the scoffers 

It was my sin that held Him there 

Until it was accomplished 

His dying breath has brought me life 

I know that it is finished 

Verse 3 

I will not boast in anything 

No gifts no pow’r no wisdom 

But I will boast in Jesus Christ 

His death and resurrection 

Why should I gain from His reward 

I cannot give an answer 

But this I know with all my heart 

His wounds have paid my ransom 
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THE DISMISSAL 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 

and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 

THANK THE LORD [Psalm 105:1–3, 42–43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8–10] 

 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

HYMN TO DEPART THE ADVENT OF OUR KING | LSB 331 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

DISMISSAL 

P The service is ended; go in peace, to love and serve our Lord. 

C In the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Divine Service, Setting Two from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

SONGS PLAYED BY HEARTSONG TODAY 
 (For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com - CCLI License # 1540848) 

“Prepare A Place” (Christine Dente | Michael W. Smith) CCLI Song # 4431127 © 2004 Smittyfly Music   

(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Curb Dayspring Music (Admin. by Warner-Tamerlane Publishing 

Corp.) Curb Word Music (Admin. by WC Music Corp.) Lil' Yella House Music (Admin. by Word 

Entertainment, LLC) Mighty Grey Music (Admin. by Word Entertainment, LLC) 

“How Deep the Father’s Love For Us” (Stuart Townend) CCLI Song # 1558110 © 1995 Thankyou Music 
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TOWN AND COUNTRY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

4049 Marconi Avenue, Sacramento CA 95821  |  916.481.2542  |  TCLutheranChurch.org 

 

NEW TO TOWN AND COUNTRY 

         We welcome those new and visiting Town and 

Country!  We hope you have a wonderful experience 

with our Town & Country Family.  Feel free to take a 

pamphlet from the wall to the left of our Connecting 

Point Station or a copy of Portals of Prayer. You may 

also sign our Guest Book at the church entrance.  

         If you are new to Town and Country, our worship 

experiences at Town incorporate a variety of hymns, 

songs, voices, and instruments with the goal of focusing 

on Jesus.  We pray the Spirit, working through the 

Word, impacts your life with Christ. Have a blessed day! 
 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICE 

 Assisted Listening Devices are available from the ushers as you enter the church.   

 For assistance, please contact an usher.  
 

COMMUNION 

  The Lord’s Supper is a wonderful gift given to us by God.  In the bread and wine, Christ 

gives His body and blood to forgive sins, renews faith, and causes Godly and brotherly love to 

grow.  We remember and praise God for the sacrifice Christ made on our behalf on the cross.  

Out of pastoral concern and care and taking to heart the word in 1 Corinthians 11:28, “A person 

ought to examine themselves before they eat of the bread and drink of the cup.”  To receive this 

means of God’s grace properly we should positively answer the following, “Do I need 

forgiveness for sin?”  “Do I believe in Christ as my Savior?”  Do I trust that Christ is present in 

the bread and wine?”  Do I desire to turn from sin and live anew to God and to others in love and 

service?” 
 

• If you are unsure about what it means to take the Lord’s Supper, please speak to the 

pastor prior to the service.  

• Children are invited to attend with folded hands below the rail to receive a blessing.  

Youth recently confirmed or who have completed an Early Communion class are 

encouraged to hold out their hand to assist the servers in distribution.   

• Grape juice is available in the center of the serving tray. Gluten free wafers are available 

by request. 
 

Let’s now celebrate the Love of the Lamb of God 
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PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S WORSHIP 

Pastor    Reverend Trevor Mankin 

Lay Ministers  Kirk Schild, Rod Oswalt 

Ushers    Fred & Eilene Cary 

     Tracy Sanderson, Mark Tuckerman 

Greeter    Marge Otto 

Reader    Justin Jones 

Organist    Luther Skov 

Praise Band   HeartSong 

Sound    Tom Matthews 

Screen     John Parrish & Ben Dotson 

Altar Guild   Ann Kretzmann, Karen Colston 

Fellowship   Rod & Gina Oswalt 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Prayer requests to be included in morning prayers can be 

given to an usher before church, who will pass it on to the 

Pastor.       If you want to request prayer from “The Prayer 

Connection” please call Marge Otto (916) 481-3593  

– After 6 PM please call Tracy Sanderson (916) 396-0846 

 

PASTORAL CARE 

Contact Pastor Mankin: 

Email:  pastor.mankin@tclutheranchurch.org 

Phone:  916.481.2542 ext. 2 
 

PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

There is still a chance for you to contribute towards a fund that gives directly to the 

community. You can find the envelopes at the church entrance. People who call the church 

for financial assistance are given funds for rent or hotel room, utilities, food, gas, medical, 

etc. Last year the church gave a total of about $4,000 towards this fund. People who are 

helped are usually invited to church and given a devotion booklet. Thank you for 

contributing towards this fund!! 

 

 

PRAYER LIST 

Serving Jesus at home… 

 

Askalu Amelash 

Bonnie Bachtold 

Jan Brenner 

Chad Buford 

Louise Cobeldick 

Mary Harrell 

Bill Hirschfelt 

Harold Meyer 

Gary Wiedeman 
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES            OFFICE HOURS   

November 27 – December 4, 2022        9:00 AM – 1:00 PM, Monday-Tuesday 

     Email: matt@tclutheranchurch.org 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27 

9:30 am        Divine Service 

10:30 am Fellowship 

11:00 am Bible Class, led by Pastor Mankin 

 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 28 

6:00 pm  Adult Volleyball 

 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30 

10:00 am Joy in the Morning Bible Class 

5:30 pm Hand Bells Rehearsal 

7:00 pm Midweek Advent Service 

8:00 pm Choir Rehearsal 

 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1 

7:00 am Men’s Bible Study via Zoom 

9:30 am Ladies Bible Class 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4 

9:30 am        Divine Service 

10:30 am Fellowship 

11:00 am COLSTON GOODBYE PARTY 
 

 

 

THE DECEMBER NEWSLETTER has been mailed and emailed to our church 

members. Hard copies can be found at the church entrance.  
 

 

Singers! We are practicing for the season.  

Meet after church on Wednesday evenings in Advent.   

(November 30, December 7, December 14) 

LWML STOCKING STUFFERS 

The LWML is looking for 

donations of wrapped candy to 

stuff stockings for those in need 

during the holidays. 

Please consider helping out. 

Donations can be left at the 

Connecting Point, at the church 

entrance. 

FAREWELL COLSTONS! 

On Sunday, December 4th we will 

have a “Goodbye Party” for Roy 

and Karen Colston. It will be a 

potluck brunch after church.  

Bring a dish to share! 

Many of you know that Roy and 

Karen are moving to Florida in 

January. They were a blessing here 

at T&C and will be greatly missed. 

May the Lord bless their big move! 



22 

 

Conversations 

with the Angels 
 

Wednesdays at 7:00 pm 
 

November 30th – Promises Fulfilled 

 

December 7th – Prayers Understood 

 

December 14th – Praises Called For 
 

Join us for the “Conversations with the Angels” Advent 

worship series as we listen to the angels associated with 

the story of Christ’s birth. The first service in the series 

focuses on promises fulfilled as the angel Gabriel tells us 

about talking to Zechariah and Mary about John the 

Baptist and baby Jesus. The birth of these two babies 

fulfills a promise made long ago by God that he would 

send a Savior we are prepared to see.  

 

 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING 

After church on Sunday, December 18th. Talk to Dave Kretzmann for details. 

 

READERS FOR 2023 

To all our Town & Country Readers, thank you for your service (to our Lord) 

Anyone wanting to be a Reader for 2023, or if you are currently a reader and would 

like to adjust/amend your schedule, please contact Fred Cary at 916.730.1618 

call/text or fredcary@comcast.net by Sunday, December 11th. 


