
  

Sunday Service 
9:00 am 
(Communion celebrated every Sunday) 

 
Children’s Sunday School 
(Ages 3 - 8th Grade) 
September - May, 10:00 am 
 
High School Sunday School 
(9th - 12th Grades) 
September - May, 10:00 am 
 
Adult Bible Study 
10:30 am 

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 
St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

Sharing the Truth of Christ’s Love  
by Caring  for the Needs of Everyone! 
Sharing the Truth of Christ’s Love  
by Caring  for the Needs of Everyone! 

January 29, 2023 

43W301 Plank Road  I  Hampshire, IL 60140  I  847.464.5721 

Gender Confusion 
 
 

C onfusion over one’s gender identity or sexual orientation has probably been around for some time. 
This phenomenon has been increasing exponentially, however, to the point that it has become mind 

blowing. Frankly, I can’t keep up with all the different options that are available today.  
The good news is that God has the answer to this problem, and it really is quite simple: “Then God 

said, ‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the 
sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth.’ So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he 
created him; male and female he created them. And God blessed them. And God said to them, ‘Be fruitful 
and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds 
of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.’ And God said, “Behold, I have given 
you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You 
shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to 
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant 
for food.’ And it was so. And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day” (Genesis 1:26-31 ESV). 

If God says there is male and female, then in my math that equates to two genders, with no room for 
debate. 

According to Medline, it takes two sex chromosomes (the X and the Y) to determine your gender, as 
either male or female when you’re born. Females have two X chromosomes; males have one X and one 
Y. The mother gives an X chromosome to the child, and the father can contribute either an X or a Y. The 
chromosome from the father determines the gender of the baby. Science actually agrees with God, in that 
there are two genders, which means doctors don’t assign gender, God, the Creator, does. 

Furthermore, God created men and women to be attracted to the opposite gender, but man has 
caused all the confusion surrounding gender identity and same-sex attraction. We see this supported by 
James 1:13-15 (ESV): “Let no one say when he is tempted, ‘I am being tempted by God,’ for God cannot 
be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. But each person is tempted when he is lured and 

(continued on Page 3) 
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Attendance 
     
January 1: 33 
January 8: 45 
January 15: 54 
January 22: 41 
January 29: 
 
TRUE PRACTICE OF FAITH 
Giving back to God from what He 
has given you is a question not of 
reason or convenience or what God 
will do for us but of faith in God as 
our Creator. Giving back involves 
complete trust in His providential 
promises. 

Those who are ill 
Pamela Andrews, Gloria 
Balgeman, Lynn Baumgartner 
(Sonja Sporleder’s friend, breast 
cancer diagnosis), Marilyn 
Borhart (Carol Bahr’s sister), 
Payton Cowan, Don & Sandy 
Dorwaldt, Janie Eaves (Pastor 
Eaves’ mother), Mark Einwich 
(cancer), Jim Henk, Judy & Les 
Herman, Evelyn Hertrich, Wynn 
Howard (Sonja Sporleder’s dad), 
Ernst Kohn, Linda Mandell, 
Roger Peters (Marilyn Eave’s 
brother-in-law), Dennis Roush, 
Jacob Roush, Andy Schuring, 
Norm Schuring, Squita (Nakaila 
Slaughter’s mother, COVID), 
Marilyn Thompson, Ed 
Wesemann, John Wieg, Sandy 
Voog (Marilyn Eaves’ sister), and 
Andrea Zachotina. 
 

Members residing in  
healthcare centers 
Dave Bahr (Highland Oaks), 
Meta Meyer and Ellen Nelson 
(The Sheridan at Tyler Creek), 
Bill Mikesell (Crescent Care of 
Elgin), and the residents at Deer 
Path Assisted Living. 
 

Members experiencing 
difficulties in mobility 
Doris Meilahn 

Altar Flowers are always,  
first and foremost, given for  

the glory of God. 
 

January 29 
 

Prayer Requests Attendance Altar Guild 

August 21.pub

Food Pantry Update 

In January, we served 23  
families (87 people). 

 
Items Needed: 

crackers 
cookies 
mustard 
ketchup 
mayo  

cereals 
canned pastas  

salad dressings 
dish washing soap 
men’s deodorants 
Hamburger Helper 

 
Mail monetary donations to: 

Burlington/Hampshire  
Area Food Pantry 

 P.O. Box 651  
Hampshire, IL 60140  

 
 

Thank you! 
 

 
Lutheran Women’s  

Missionary League (LWML) 
 

It’s time to register for the 
LWML National  

Convention, June 22–25  
 

Information is in the  
newest Quarterly on the 

LWML table in the narthex 
with instructions for online 

registration. Everyone—men, 
women, and children of all 

ages—is welcome to attend. 
There is a nursery and  
childcare program—6 

months to 4 years—primary 
program—for ages 5-8—

intermediate program—for 
ages 9-12—and a high 

school program for ages  
13-17, with trips to the zoo, 
a children’s museum, games, 

servant events, and more.  
 

Come hear the mission 
grant speakers, other  

presenters, lunch session 
speakers, Saturday night en-
tertainment, and attend the 
worship services. Volunteers 

are still needed.  
 

If you have any questions, 
call Marilyn Eaves at  

701-340-8323. 
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enticed by his own desire. Then desire when it has 
conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown 
brings forth death.” 

The confusion comes from our own desires, not from 
God. As sinful beings, the desires are ours, and Satan simply 
takes every opportunity to confuse us even more and nudge 
us away from God’s design and teachings. The world also 
contributes to much of this through the voices of unbelievers, 
who are anxious to have people join them in their ungodly 
desires. 

God, who is good and perfect, creates us, but He doesn’t 
create sin. There are no mistakes or confusions in His 
creation. Therefore, anyone who feels they should be the 
opposite sex is really saying, in essence, that God made a 
mistake and they need to fix it.  

People struggling with gender identity and same-sex 
attraction are being tempted, just as believers are, to follow 
the desires of the flesh. Giving in to those desires causes us 
to sin, and the only cure for forgiveness, redemption, and 
transformation is Jesus.  

Properly understanding this allows us as redeemed 
believers to love our neighbors—all peoples—no matter what 
their sins are, and to point them to Christ. Unbelievers don’t 
believe they are sinners, therefore they don’t believe they 
need to be saved, which means they don’t believe they need 
a Savior, and thus they don’t need God. They are listening to 
all the wrong voices in this world, which only exacerbates 
their sin.  

But believers who belittle, humiliate, bully, or verbally or 
physically abuse someone for their struggles and sins—
whatever they are—is sinning themselves. Rather than 
alienate through hate, we must listen to and pray for those 
who are struggling in life and offer the life-saving message of 
hope found in Jesus Christ, undergirded by love, 
compassion, and gentleness. Just as Christ would. 
 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
Christ has died. Christ is risen.  

He will come again! 

 Elder Usher Greeters Reader Altar Guild 

1/29 Jeff Pergande Christy Petersen Paul & Darlene Tegtmeier Sandy Dorwaldt Cindy Kuschel 

2/5 Bob Felbinger Fred Rackow Beth Jack, Betty Kurtz Kathy Pergande Fred & Linda Rackow 

2/12 Steve Sporleder Nancy Heine Marilyn Eaves Steve Sporleder Fred & Linda Rackow 

2/19 Jeff Pergande Fern Petersen Bette Wine Fern Petersen Fred & Linda Rackow 

2/26 Bob Felbinger Christy Petersen Dave & Pam Neisendorf Bette Wine Fred & Linda Rackow 

Worship Assistants 

When:  
Friday, February 3, 1:30-3:00 pm 
 
Where:  
Church Fellowship Hall 
 
What:  
Cutting/preparing plastic yarn for 
Orphan Grain Train sleeping mats 
 
Why:  
Have fun working on this worthwhile 
project, along with fellowship and 
snacks.  
 
Please come if you can! 
 
Contact Kathy Pergande if you have  

any questions. 
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Rev. Thomas Eaves 

Pastor 
224.242.4151 (office line) 
701.340.8324 (cell) 
pastor@stpetersnorthplato.org 
pastorflyboy@gmail.com 

Mrs. Kristina Kolodziej 

Little Saints Preschool Director 
847.464.5134 
preschool@stpetersnorthplato.org                  
www.stpetersnorthplato.org 
Facebook: Little Saints Preschool 

Mrs. Denise Kohlmeyer 

Office Administrator 
847.464.5721 
office@stpetersnorthplato.org 
www.stpetersnorthplato.org 
Facebook: @SaintPetersHampshire 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm  
 

Pastor’s Office Hours 
Mon., Wed., Thurs. 
10:00 am - 4:30 pm 
Tues., Fri. 
10:00 am -12:30 pm 
 

Livestream St. Peter’s Sunday Worship at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCY-0ZhtspZkK7vIpJ7DEY1Q 

This Week   

Sunday, 1/29 Worship 
Children’s Sunday School 
“God Heals Naaman” 
Adult Sunday School 

9:00 am 
 
10:00 am 
10:30 am 

Tuesday, 1/31 LWML Quarterly Bible Study 6:30 pm 

Wednesday, 2/1 Deer Path 10:00 am 

Thursday, 2/2 Bible Study 
Elders Mtg. 

1:30 pm 
6:30 pm 

Friday, 2/3 Prayer Shawl Ministry 1:30 pm 

Saturday, 2/4 Men’s Bible Study 7:30 am 

Looking Ahead   

Sunday, 2/5 Worship 
Donut & LWML Mites Sunday 
Children’s Sunday School 
“The Lost Son Returns” 
Adult Sunday School 

9:00 am 
 
10:00 am 
10:30 am 

Wednesday, 2/8 Deer Path 
LSP Chapel 

10:00 am 
11:45 am 

Thursday, 2/9 Bible Study 
LSP Chapel 

1:30 pm 
11:15 am 

Sunday, 2/12 Worship 
Children’s Sunday School 
“Jesus  Challenges the Pharisees” 
Adult Sunday School 

9:00 am 
10:00 am 
 
10:30 am 

2/13 & 2/14 LSP Valentine’s Day parties  

Wednesday, 2/15 Deer Path 10:00 am 

Thursday, 2/16 Pinocle 
Bible Study 
Preschool Board Mtg. 

1:00 om 
1:30 pm 
6:30 pm 

Sunday, 2/19 Worship 
Fill The Pews 
Children’s Sunday School 
“Jesus Shows Martha  
What’s Most Important” 
Adult Sunday School 

9:00 am 
 
10:00 am 
 
 
10:30 am 

Monday, 2/20 LSP - NO SCHOOL 
President’s Day 

 

  

1/29 Michael Bensko 

1/31 Owen Kuhlman-
Trimble 
Meta Meyer 

2/2 Nicole Bensko 

2/4 Lois Wood 

  

1/31 Meta Meyer 

2/1 Marcia Mikesell 
Linda Rackow 

2/2 Claudia Andrews 

2/4 Elaine Adams 

Birthdays 

Baptism Anniversaries 

 

Men’s Bible Study 
February 4, 7:30 am 

 
We will meet in the  

Fellowship Hall, have  
breakfast, and continue  

our study entitled, 
“Outspoken Heroes of  

the Faith” and the session 
on Stephen. You can join  
us for any session. You  

do not have to have  
attended the sessions  

prior to this one.  
 

Pastor Eaves  
701-340-8324 

mailto:preschool@stpetersnorthplato.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCY-0ZhtspZkK7vIpJ7DEY1Q

