
  

Sunday Service 
9:00 am 
(Communion celebrated every Sunday) 

 
Children’s Sunday School 
(Ages 3 - 8th Grade) 
September - May, 10:00 am 
 
High School Sunday School 
(9th - 12th Grades) 
September - May, 10:00 am 
 
Adult Bible Study 
10:30 am 

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 
St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

Sharing the Truth of Christ’s Love  
by Caring  for the Needs of Everyone! 
Sharing the Truth of Christ’s Love  
by Caring  for the Needs of Everyone! 

January 22, 2023 

43W301 Plank Road  I  Hampshire, IL 60140  I  847.464.5721 

Givings Back 
 
 

M ost of us are familiar with the word “offering” as it applies to church. So why do I, Pastor Eaves, use 
the phrase “givings back”? I once heard it being used at another church I was worshipping at and 

found it to be more appropriate. After all, all that we have, including our financial treasure, is a gift from 
God; it’s not ours. We didn’t earn it. and it’s not from our own merit. Since it already belongs to God, we’re 
simply “giving back” what is rightfully His. That is why I prefer the phrase “givings back”.  

To that end, since we’re still in the beginning weeks of 2023, I thought it would be good to address  
stewardship, which deals with our handling what gifts God has blessed us with. It’s always a good practice 
to evaluate our givings to God and the church at least once a year, and the new year is a good time to do 
this.  

Regarding giving financially to the church, you may have heard the word “tithe” used, too. The origin 
of tithing, of giving one-tenth of your firstfruits, comes from Genesis 28:20-22 (ESV), “Then Jacob made a 
vow, saying, ‘If God will be with me and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat 
and clothing to wear, so that I come again to my father's house in peace, then the LORD shall be my 
God, and this stone, which I have set up for a pillar, shall be God's house. And of all that you give me I will 
give a full tenth to you’.” 

But then this, like many other practices of those who believed in the One True God, was changed by 
Jesus in the New Testament. Says 2 Corinthians 9:7 (ESV), “Each one must give as he has decided in his 
heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” God wants us to give back to 
the church according to our relationship to Him, which will look differently for each individual. 

God calls us to be Biblical givers, not church givers. What’s the difference? Biblical givers give to the 
church and missions as led by the Holy Spirit. Church givers give to budgets, programs, and things that 
meet their needs, and it typically comes from what is left, what can be spared. Part of our giving to the 
church is to give so that the church will be around for the generations to come and not just for our present 
needs or desires. 

Giving back to the Lord is not a question of reason or convenience, or what God will do for us. It’s 
about our faith in God as our Creator and involves complete trust in His providential promises. 

(continued on Page 3) 
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Attendance 
     
January 1: 33 
January 8: 45 
January 15: 54 
January 22: 
January 29: 
 
TRUE PRACTICE OF FAITH 
 

Tithing is a question not of  
reason or convenience or what 
God will do for us but of faith in 
God as our Creator and Owner. 
Tithing involves complete trust in 
His providential promises. 

Those who are ill 
Pamela Andrews, Gloria 
Balgeman, Lynn Baumgartner 
(Sonja Sporleder’s friend, breast 
cancer diagnosis), Marilyn 
Borhart (Carol Bahr’s sister), 
Payton Cowan, Don & Sandy 
Dorwaldt, Janie Eaves (Pastor 
Eaves’ mother), Mark Einwich 
(cancer), Jim Henk, Judy & Les 
Herman, Evelyn Hertrich, Wynn 
Howard (Sonja Sporleder’s dad), 
Ernst Kohn, Linda Mandell, 
Roger Peters (Marilyn Eave’s 
brother-in-law), Dennis Roush, 
Jacob Roush, Andy Schuring, 
Norm Schuring, Karen Stojan, 
Squita (Nakaila Slaughter’s 
mother, COVID), Marilyn 
Thompson, Ed Wesemann (at 
Alden of Huntley for 2-3 months, 
shoulder replacement), John 
Wieg, Sandy Voog (Marilyn 
Eaves’ sister), and Andrea 
Zachotina. 
 

Members residing in  
healthcare centers 
Dave Bahr (Highland Oaks), 
Meta Meyer and Ellen Nelson 
(The Sheridan at Tyler Creek), 
Bill Mikesell (Crescent Care of 
Elgin), and the residents at Deer 
Path Assisted Living. 
 

Members experiencing 
difficulties in mobility 
Doris Meilahn 

Altar Flowers are always,  
first and foremost, given for  

the glory of God. 
 

January 22 
Given in honor of Ruth Ann 
Kowalski and Meta Meyer’s 

birthdays, January 25 and 31, 
respectively. 

Prayer Requests Attendance Altar Guild 

August 21.pub

Lutheran Witness 

It’s time again to renew your  
subscription to Lutheran Witness, 
if you have one. Place the  
subscription rate of $20 in an 
envelope, write your name on the 
outside, and place it in the  
offering plate on Sunday. 
 
If you don’t have a subscription 
and would like one, please leave 
your name and address and $20 
in an envelope marked “Lutheran 
Witness,” and place it in the of-
fering plate on Sunday.  
 
The deadline is February 26, 
2023. 

The Northern Illinois District 
(NID) Life Task Force’s  
mission is to present unique  
education and outreach  
opportunities about life from 
conception through natural 
death to affirm God's will to 
create and sustain mortal life in 
the anticipation of Life in 
Christ. A $9,000 grant from 
LWML will enable the Task 
Force to offer more  
opportunities within each  
region of the NID to educate 
many more people on life  
issues and urge them to take up 
the Christian cause for life in 
Illinois—a critical need in light 
of the current culture of death 
that is enveloping Illinois. 
 
The NID LWML mite goal for 
2022-2024 is $160,000, and as 
of December 31, 2022, 
$39,611.11 has been  
received. Praise God! 

NID Life Task Force 
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(continued from Page 1) 

So, why do you give, and what is your giving based on? If you give 
freely and joyfully because of the great love that God has for you and allow 
Him to be in control of its use, then you are a Biblical giver. If, on the other 
hand, you give grudgingly because you have to, or because it’s expected 
and you only want to help with budgets or programs you approve of, then 
you’re a church giver. Furthermore, hoarding or withholding what you have 
from God does not please Him.  

Second Corinthians 9:10-15 (ESV) says, “He who supplies seed to the 
sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing 
and increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in eve-
ry way to be generous in every way, which through us will produce thanks-
giving to God. For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs 
of the saints but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. By their 
approval of this service, they will glorify God because of your submission 
that comes from your confession of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity 
of your contribution for them and for all others, while they long for you and 
pray for you, because of the surpassing grace of God upon you. Thanks be 
to God for his inexpressible gift!” 

God is the supplier, and He graciously supplies repeatedly, as long as 
you’re seeking His will with what He’s given you. He will reward you for your 
faithful giving, but not always monetarily.  

I encourage you to evaluate why and what you give at least once a year, 
not because I or the church want your money, but because God commands 
us to do this. 

 
Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!  

Christ has died. Christ is risen. He will come again! 

 Elder Usher Greeters Reader Altar Guild 

1/22 Steve Sporleder Fern Petersen Dave & Pam Neisendorf Bob Felbinger Cindy Kuschel 

1/29 Jeff Pergande Christy Petersen Paul & Darlene Tegtmeier Sandy Dorwaldt Cindy Kuschel 

Worship Assistants 

New Women’s Bible Study 
Saturday, January 28, 10:00 am 
I am starting a Bible study by 
Deb Burma, called “Living a 
Chocolate Life.” All women are 
invited to attend. Teens and 
children are welcome. Choco-
late will be involved! I pray that 
you’ll be able to take a couple of 
hours out of your morning to 
come and learn about the grace 
of God.  
 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary 
League  (LWML) Quarterly Bible 
Study 
Tuesday, January 31, 6:30 pm 
The study title is “Transforming 
Faith.” 
 
Altar Guild Meeting 
Tuesday, January 24, 6:30 pm 
The focus will be on banners, 
Lent, Holy Week, and Easter.  
 
If you have any questions about 
any of these, please call Mari-
lyn Eaves – 701-340-8323. 

 

P lease save all your plastic bags for our OGT Winter pro-

ject, SLEEPING MATS. Please fold the bags and place 

them in the basket in the Narthex.  If you are able to help cut 

the bags, directions are on the counter in the Narthex. Each 

mat is crocheted from 500-700 plastic grocery bags and can 

28-36”wide up to 6 feet long. Mats are lightweight to carry, 

protective when lying on the ground, and easily rinsed out. Some of the countries they are 

shipped to include Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Philippines, and Haiti. Thank you!   Kathy Pergande 
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Rev. Thomas Eaves 

Pastor 
224.242.4151 (office line) 
701.340.8324 (cell) 
pastor@stpetersnorthplato.org 
pastorflyboy@gmail.com 

Mrs. Kristina Kolodziej 

Little Saints Preschool Director 
847.464.5134 
preschool@stpetersnorthplato.org                  
www.stpetersnorthplato.org 
Facebook: Little Saints Preschool 

Mrs. Denise Kohlmeyer 

Office Administrator 
847.464.5721 
office@stpetersnorthplato.org 
www.stpetersnorthplato.org 
Facebook: @SaintPetersHampshire 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm  
 

Pastor’s Office Hours 
Mon., Wed., Thurs. 
10:00 am - 4:30 pm 
Tues., Fri. 
10:00 am -12:30 pm 
 

Livestream St. Peter’s Sunday Worship at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCY-0ZhtspZkK7vIpJ7DEY1Q 

This Week   

Sunday, 1/22 Worship 
Fill The Pews 
Children’s Sunday School 
“Elisha Takes Over for Elijah” 
Adult Sunday School 

9:00 am 
 
10:00 am 
 
10:30 am 

1/23 &1/24 Denise is out of the office 
Please call Pastor directly, if you need 
anything, 701.340.8324 

 

Tuesday, 1/24 Altar Guild Mtg. 6:30 pm 

Wednesday 1/25 Deer Path 
LSP Chapel 

10:00 am 
11:45 am 

Thursday, 1/26 LSP Chapel 
Bible Study 
Board of Outreach Mtg. 

11:15 am 
1:30 pm 
6:30 pm 

Saturday, 1/28 Pew Sisters (Women’s) Bible Study 
“Living a Chocolate Life” 

10:00 am 

Looking Ahead   

Sunday, 1/29 Worship 
Children’s Sunday School 
“God Heals Naaman” 
Adult Sunday School 

9:00 am 
 
10:00 am 
10:30 am 

Tuesday, 1/31 LWML Quarterly Bible Study 6:30 pm 

Wednesday, 2/1 Deer Path 10:00 am 

Thursday, 2/2 Ladies Aid 
Bible Study 
Elders Mtg. 

12:00 pm 
1:30 pm 
6:30 pm 

Friday, 2/3 Prayer Shawl Ministry 
at the church 

1:30 pm 

  

1/23 Teddy Beaman 

1/25 Ruth Ann Kowalski 

  

1/23 Phil Stojan 

1/26 Scott McBride 

Birthdays 

Baptism Anniversaries 

A s you may know, the  
LWML Mission Goal for  

the 2021–2023 biennium is  
$2,150,000.  
 
We have great news! The Mite  
offerings you have shared now  
total $2,154,511! We’re filled  
with gratitude and joy as we  
announce that God has worked  
through your generosity and  
stewardship to surpass this goal. 
  
Let’s break this BIG praise  
report down into small but  
mighty details: 
  
Each time you choose to give to  
LWML Mission Grants, you’re  
directly pouring God’s mercy  
and message into the lives of  
others—some you may know  
and others you may never meet.  
The people you’re helping range  
in age from little children to the  
elderly, and their homes are  
located across the globe. Some recipients  
may be right in your neighborhood, others 
are men, women, and children living 
abroad. No matter their age, or how near or 
far, God knows the needs of every single 
person. 
 
If you would like to take a look at the  
various ministries the 2021–2023 Mission 
Grants are supporting, please visit our  
website: www.lwml.org/mission-grants.  

 

The 2023 Milwaukee National LWML Convention in June will be here 
soon. The newest Quarterly, which is on the table in the narthex, has the 

registration form inside for anyone interested in attending, male or female. 

Many volunteers are still needed.  If you have any questions, call Marilyn 

Eaves, 701-340-8323.  I pray that since the convention is so close there 
will be others besides me who will be available to attend, at least for one 

day, and experience a national convention in person. There is nothing  

like the exciting feeling of being with so many people experiencing the love 

of God in one place through speakers, worship, and music. 

mailto:preschool@stpetersnorthplato.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCY-0ZhtspZkK7vIpJ7DEY1Q
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001utS0WXnaFfSxjywaBHESA13lJC_SzQAwo8KUSmADa3lGU45IQPyny3vqE6rXlUjdtDTX-2uR2rrUWH5wTDdYPShvDqytxOTO545Dq35qnJmZ4ph39KntOEnFnWgC9tQc0NTpSTZmIUwTSp1LNtd_WlI6RZVha0GX&c=-dOnY-Q-5AJzs9LLriBJSYlH8gU2srL5X_INUaOOV0s9bGHpcW5pXw==&ch=XZ6W

