
  

SUNDAY SERVICE 
9:00 am 
(Communion celebrated every Sunday) 

 
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
(Ages 3 - 8th Grade) 
September - May, 10:00 am 
 
HIGH SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL 
(9th - 12th Grades) 
September - May, 10:00 am 
 
ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
10:00 am 

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 
St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

Sharing the Truth of Christ’s Love  
by Caring  for the Needs of Everyone! 
Sharing the Truth of Christ’s Love  
by Caring  for the Needs of Everyone! 

December 19, 2021 

Biblical Church verses Church Church 
 
 

T here are those who believe that a church is a church is a church. There’s nothing further from the 
truth. Within the realms of Christianity, church differs greatly from denomination to denomination, 

and many times it varies greatly even within denominations. Church as a building is one aspect and 
with few exceptions has any true impact or merit to our beliefs and worship styles. Church as a worship 
service has a huge impact and merit upon our beliefs and will be formed and molded by those beliefs. 

The church we’re concerned about is the church as a gathering of believers in Jesus Christ, who 
strive to follow Him and His teachings. 

A church church is concerned about secular and 
material things and encompasses a lot of reason and logic. 
The church church is concerned about how the building 
looks, the number of members and worshipers, the amount 
of money in the bank, programs, etc. In other words, “What 
does the church have to offer me and what do I get from the 
church?” With this attitude comes concerns over aesthetics, what we’re doing to draw people in, who 
we’re inviting into our congregation, and what we’re doing to keep them. Giving or our time, talent, 
treasure, and technology to a church church is all about what the church needs and what I get in return. 

A Biblical church on the other hand is all about God and divine things. There’s a focus on what we 
need to do to accomplish God’s will. There’s more concern about engaging people and growing 
disciples who want to be in worship, hear God’s Word, receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion, and 
serving others. The Biblical church is centered around what God wants from me and how I can come 
alongside Jesus and be an everyday missionary so that people hear the life-saving Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. With this Biblical attitude comes concerns over the message that is being preached and taught, 
the correct distribution of the Sacrament of Holy Communion, a desire to engage all people without 
exception, discipling people, meeting people where they are in their Christian life, and helping them to 
grow in their Christian walk. Giving of our time, talent, treasure, and technology in a Biblical church is all 
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True, Biblical worship is 
about how much time God 

wants us to spend dedicated 
to Him and His will. 
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ATTENDANCE 
     

December 1:     27 
December 5:     50 
December 8:     27 
December 12:     59 
December 15:     21 
December 19: 
December 22: 
December 24: 
December 25: 
December 26: 
 

TRUE PRACTICE OF FAITH 
 

Tithing is a question not of  
reason or convenience or what 
God will do for us but of faith in 
God as our Creator and Owner. 
Tithing involves complete trust in 
His providential promises. 

Those who are ill 
Rev. Reuben and Martha 
Baerwald (friends of Bette Wine) 
Kristy Bartels, Jean Brewer, Don 
Dorwaldt, Judy & Les Herman, 
Jim Hulke (Joe’s brother, 
COVID), Ernst Kohn, Linda 
Mandell, Linda Riley (Dave & 
Carol Bahr’s daughter, PSP), 
Lorissa Rivers (friend of Pastor 
and Marilyn), Dennis Roush, 
Robert Schneller (Marilyn’s 
cousin, cancer), Ginny Schuring, 
Squita (Nakaila Slaughter’s 
mother, COVID), Marilyn 
Thompson, John Wieg, and 
Stacy (Jim Hulke’s daughter, 
COVID). 
 
Members residing in  
healthcare centers 
Dave Bahr (Highland Oaks), 
Meta Meyer and Ellen Nelson 
(The Sheridan at Tyler Creek), 
Fern Warfel (Tower Hill Care 
Center), and Mary Jane Lindaas 
(Bethany Healthcare), and the 
residents at Deer Path Assisted 
Living. 
 
Members experiencing 
difficulties in mobility 
Alta Dittman, Doris Meilahn, and 
Betty Roush. 
 

Altar Flowers are always,  
first and foremost, given for  

the glory of God. 
 

December 19 
Given by Donna Happersberger, 

in honor of her mother, Milly 
Winkelmann’s 95th birthday 

(today). 
 

December 26 
Given by Carolyn Follman, in 

memory of her husband, Wilfred 
(Willy) Follman. 

Prayer Requests Attendance Altar Guild 

  

12/19 Milly Winkelmann 

12/20 Donna Butts 

12/25 Chuck Petersen 

  

12/22 Chase Wacker 
Katie Wacker 
Mason Wacker 

Birthdays 

Baptism Anniversaries 

 

 
 

PORTALS OF PRAYER 
(January–March)  

 
Now available in the narthex.  

Large print are on the credenza. 

Poinsettias are  
given by: 

 
Betty Kurtz 

In memory of Ed Kurtz 
 

Sandy Santoni 
In memory of Dennis Santoni 

 
Chuck & Christy Petersen 

In memory of Mary Ann Calhoon 
and Cindy Cangelosi 
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Three-year-old Class Pre-K Class 

about giving according to our understanding of what God has done for us and making those givings first and not part of 
our leftovers. 

So, what does this Biblical church look like? The blueprint for the church is outlined in Acts 2:42-47 (ESV), “And they 
devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. And 
awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. And all who believed 
were together and had all things in common. And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing 
the proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, 
they received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all the people. And the 
Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.” 

 God’s plan for the church, specifically worship, included preaching of God’s Word, Holy Communion, and prayers. 
Fellowship was also a key part, but not of the worship service itself. The congregation would be of the same belief and 
their primary concern was for the well-being of the everyone. They met and worshipped every day and because of their 
faithfulness to God and His will, many wonders and signs were done through the Apostles and God added to their 
number every day those who were being saved. This is what a Biblical church looks like: God’s people wanting to come 
together in worship, listening to God’s Word, praying, and celebrating Holy Communion. God doesn’t prescribe the day, 
time, or length of service. Instead, He loves us despite our sinfulness and calls us to put His plan into practice. 

People get involved with the running of church and too often it quickly becomes a church church. Decisions are made 
without seeking God’s will but with human reason, logic, intellect, and emotions. Between the first churches in Acts and 
the time of Martin Luther much had changed. In fact, it wasn’t uncommon in Luther’s time for church to not have a 
sermon. Time passed and the demands of society and culture began to eat away at the time allocated for church 
(worship) and the offering of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 

While meeting every day in the 21st Century is not feasible for most people, we can easily allocate several hours on 
Sunday, or whatever day is chosen, for worship and Bible study, an hour or two more during the week for additional 
Bible study, and an hour or so each day for personal devotions and prayers. 

True worship is not about the least amount of time we can spend dedicated to God and His will for us. True, Biblical 
worship is about how much time God wants us to spend dedicated to Him and His will. That’s what our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, did for us. He spent every moment carrying out the tasks necessary for the 
redemption and reconciliation of us to God. This included all that led up to and included His death on a cross and His 
glorious resurrection.  

How much time do you have for God and your neighbor? Jesus’ answer was, and still is, whatever it takes. Our 
answer should also be a resounding “Whatever it takes!” 

(continued from Page 1) 

Little Saints Preschool  
Christmas Program 
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Rev. Thomas Eaves 

Pastor 
224.242.4151 (office line) 
701.340.8324 (cell) 
pastor@stpetersnorthplato.org 
pastorflyboy@gmail.com 

Mrs. Kristina Kolodziej 

Little Saints Preschool Director 
847.464.5134 
preschool@stpetersnorthplato.org                  
www.stpetersnorthplato.org 
Facebook: Little Saints Preschool 

Mrs. Denise Kohlmeyer 

Office Administrator 
847.464.5721 
office@stpetersnorthplato.org 
www.stpetersnorthplato.org 
Facebook: St. Peter’s Hampshire 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm  
 

Pastor’s Office Hours 
Mon., Wed., Thurs. 
10:00 am - 4:30 pm 
Tues., Fri. 
10:00 am -12:30 pm 
 

Link to livestream St. Peter’s Sunday Worship services: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCY-0ZhtspZkK7vIpJ7DEY1Q 

THIS WEEK   

Sunday, 12/19 Worship: Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Scrip Card Pick-up  
Honey Sunday (Outreach Fundraiser) 
Children’s Sunday School 

9:00 am 
 
 
10:00 am 

Wednesday, 12/22 Deer Path Assisted Living Ministry 
Soup & Bread 
Midweek Advent Services 

10:00 am 
6:00 pm 
1:30 pm, 7:00 pm 

Thursday, 12/23 Midweek Bible Study 1:30 pm 

Friday, 12/24 OFFICE CLOSED 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
1:30 pm, 7:00 pm, 11:00 pm 

Saturday, 12/25 Christmas Day Service 9:00 am 

LOOKING AHEAD   

Sunday, 12/26 Worship 
Adult Bible Study 
Children’s Sunday School 

9:00 am 
10:00 am 
10:00 am 

Wednesday, 12/29 Deer Path Assisted Living Ministry 10:00 am 

Thursday, 12/30 Midweek Bible Study 1:30 pm 

Friday, 12/31 OFFICE CLOSED  

Sunday, 1/9 Dismantling of Christmas decorations 
 

***  volunteers needed  *** 

Immediately after service 

This is the last Sunday to purchase honey for the Outreach Fundraiser.  

Proceeds go to benefit the Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch, and Outreach events for St. Peter’s. 

 

Suggested donation: $10/bottle 

Order forms are in the narthex 

 ELDER USHER GREETERS READER ALTAR GUILD 

12/19 Steve Sporleder Fred Rackow Bette Wine Fern Petersen Tegtmeiers 

12/26 Jeff Pergande Nancy Heine Paul & Darlene Tegtmeier Bette Wine Tegtmeiers 

1/2 Bob Felbinger Fern Petersen Dave & Pam Neisendorf Jeff Pergande Cindy Kuschel 

Worship Assistants 

mailto:preschool@stpetersnorthplato.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCY-0ZhtspZkK7vIpJ7DEY1Q

