
  

PASTOR’S PONDERINGS 

T he prayer (below) burst into the public consciousness back in January of 1996, when the Rev. 
Joe Wright, senior pastor of the 2,500-member Central Christian Church in Wichita, was invited to 

deliver the opening prayer at a session of the Kansas House of Representatives. On that occasion he 
offered the following “Prayer of Repentance” (which was not entirely of his own crafting but rather was a 
version of a prayer written in 1995 by Bob Russell, who had offered it at the Kentucky Governor’s 
Prayer Breakfast in Frankfort). 
 
Accordingly, Rev. Wright read this prayer at the opening of the legislature on 23 January 1996 and then 
departed, unaware of the ruckus he had created until his church secretary called him on his car phone 
to ask him what he had done.  
 
Here is his prayer: 
 
Heavenly Father, we come before you today to ask your forgiveness and seek your direction and 
guidance. 
We know your Word says, “Woe to those who call evil good,” but that’s exactly what we’ve done. 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
(ages 3 - 4th Grade) 
September - May, 10:00 am 
 
HIGH SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL 
(9th - 12th Grades) 
September - May, 10:00 am 
 

SUNDAY SERVICE 
9:00 am 
(Communion celebrated 
every Sunday) 
 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 
(5th - 8th Grades) 
September - May, 6:00 pm 
 
ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
September - May, 10:45 am 

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 
St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Sharing the  
Truth of Christ’s  
Love by Caring  

for the Needs  
of Everyone! 

Sharing the  
Truth of Christ’s  
Love by Caring  

for the Needs  
of Everyone! 
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ATTENDANCE 
     

Jan. 3:     43 
Jan. 10:   52 
Jan. 17:   43 
Jan. 24:   41 
Jan. 31     

 
TRUE PRACTICE OF FAITH 
 

Tithing is a question, not of rea-
son or convenience or what God 
will do for us, but of faith in God 
as our Creator and Owner. Tith-
ing involves complete trust in His  
providential promises. 

Prayer Requests 

Those who are seeking healing 
and comfort during a difficult time: 
Kristy Bartels, Jean Brewer,  
Rhonda Driver (Rose Harmon’s 
daughter), Al Hendon (friend of the 
Sporleders), Peyton Howard and 
family (Sonja Sporleder’s niece), 
Lynn Hubbs and family, and Neva 
(Rose Harmon’s niece and sister), 
Ernst Kohn, Mary Jane Lindaas, 
Dennis Roush, Denny Sunderlage, 
Marilyn Thompson, and John 
Wieg. 
 
Members who are residing at care 
centers: Meta Meyer and Ellen 
Nelson at The Sheridan at Tyler 
Creek, and Fern Warfel at Tower 
Hill Care Center. 
 
Members experiencing difficulties 
in getting around: Alta Dittman, 
Mary Jane Lindaas, Mabel Maas, 
Doris Meilahn, Eleanor Miller, and 
Betty Roush. 
 
People suffering from physical, 
emotional, economic, or COVID-
19 pain, and residents at Deer 
Path Assisted Living. 
 
St. Peter’s Mission to be  
revealed by the Holy Spirit and 
inform us of how to share Jesus’ 
love with our neighbors. 
 
For the people who are grieving 
the loss of loved ones. 
 
 

Altar Flowers 

Altar Flowers are always,  
first and foremost, given for  

the glory of God. 
 

January 31 
Given in honor of Meta Meyer’s 
95th birthday, which is today. 

 
Given in honor of Ruth Ann 

Kowalski’s birthday, which was 
January 25.  

 
 

Attendance 

Food Pantry Update 

In January, we served 27 families (87 people). We’re in need of: facial  
tissues, bathroom tissue, canned tomatoes (diced, sauce, stewed, etc.)  
Hamburger Helper, variety crackers (no saltines), and diapers, sizes 3 and 6.  
Thank you! 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) Mite Sunday 

This is a reminder that next Sunday, February 7, is the first Sunday of  
February, which means it’s the day we collect the LWML Mites and  
recognize that ministry. If you don’t have a Mite box, please take one from 
the table in the Narthex and return it filled with change, bills, or a check on 
Sunday, February 7. Thank you for supporting the LWML and their  
mission grants to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) Bible Study 

On Saturday, February 6 at 2:00 pm, there will be a women’s Bible study  
at St. Peter’s from the most recent LWML Quarterly. The Bible study is  
entitled, “More than Conquerors.” If you would like a copy, please let  
Marilyn Eaves or Pastor Eaves know, and they will get a copy for you. 
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 USHERS GREETERS READERS ALTAR GUILD 

January 31 Christy Petersen Sally Hartje & Nancy Miller Kathy Pergande Cindy Kuschel 

February 7 Fred Rackow Paul & Darlene Tegtmeier Fern Petersen Fred & Linda Rackow 

February 14 Jim Butt Bette Wine Jeff Pergande Fred & Linda Rackow 

February 17 
Ash Wednesday 

Nancy Heine   Fred & Linda Rackow 

February 21 Fern Petersen Marilyn Eaves & Dolores Schuring Sonja Sporleder Fred & Linda Rackow 

February 24 
Wed. Lenten Service 

Christy Petersen   Fred & Linda Rackow 

February 28 Fred Rackow Dave & Pam Neiendorf Paul Tegtmeier Fred & Linda Rackow 

 

(continued from Page 1) 

We have lost our spiritual equilibrium 
and inverted our values. 
We confess that we have ridiculed 
the absolute truth of your Word and 
called it moral pluralism. 
We have worshipped other gods and 
called it multiculturalism. 
We have endorsed perversion and 
called it an alternative lifestyle. 
We have exploited the poor and 
called it the lottery. 
We have neglected the needy and 
called it self-preservation. 
We have rewarded laziness and called it welfare. 
We have killed our unborn and called it choice. 
We have shot abortionists and called it justifiable. 
We have neglected to discipline our children and called it building esteem. 
We have abused power and called it political savvy. 
We have coveted our neighbors’ possessions and called it ambition. 
We have polluted the air with profanity and pornography and called it freedom of expression. 
We have ridiculed the time-honored values of our forefathers and called it enlightenment. 
Search us O God and know our hearts today; try us and see if there be some wicked way in us; cleanse us from every 
sin and set us free. 
Guide and bless these men and women who have been sent here by the people of Kansas, and who have been 
ordained by you, to govern this great state. 
Grant them your wisdom to rule and may their decisions direct us to the center of your will. I ask it in the name of your 
Son, the living Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
What to make of all the fuss? Syndicated religion columnist Terry Mattingly probably explained it best when he wrote: 
“The easy answer is that he read a prayer about sin. The complicated answer is that Wright jumped into America’s 
tense debate about whether some things are always right and some things are always wrong.” It’s interesting that our 
government officials in 2021 have not changed from 1996. 

*Reprinted excerpts taken from an article by David Mikkelson, June, 21, 2000 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
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Rev. Thomas Eaves 

Pastor 
224.242.4151 (office line) 
701.340.8324 (cell) 
pastor@stpetersnorthplato.org 
pastorflyboy@gmail.com 

Mrs. Kristina Kolodziej 

Little Saints Preschool Director 
847.464.5134 
preschool@stpetersnorthplato.org                   
www.stpetersnorthplato.org 
Facebook: Little Saints Preschool 

Mrs. Denise Kohlmeyer 

Office Administrator 
847.464.5721 
office@stpetersnorthplato.org 
www.stpetersnorthplato.org 
Facebook: St. Peter’s Hampshire 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm  
 

   

Sunday, 
January 31 

Worship, w/Communion 
 
Bell Practice 
 
Christian Education 

9:00 am 
 
10:00 am 
 
10:00 am 

Tuesday, 
February 2 

Church Council Mtg. 
(rescheduled) 

7:00 pm 

Wednesday, 
February 3 

Confirmation Class 6:00 pm 

Thursday,  
February 4 

Elders Mtg. 6:30 pm 

Saturday, 
February 6 

Women’s Bible Study 2:00 pm 

  

January 29 Michael Bensko 

January 31 Elaine Kulman-Trimble 
Owen Kuhlman-Trimble 
Meta Meyer 

February 2 Nicole Bensko 

February 4 Lois Wood 

  

February 1 Marcia Mikesell 

February 2 Claudia Andrews 

Birthdays 

Baptismal Anniversaries 

This Week at St. Peter’s 

If anyone is interested  
in coordinating a  

Trash to Treasures Weekend  
this year, please contact Beth 

Jack, 630.365.9970. 

The offering money that the Sunday School children have 
brought during the first half of the year, was combined with all 
of the coins that were in the glass jar that’s set out each week 
during worship for the children. The total collected came to 
$68.06, which was sent to Lutheran Church Charities in 
Northbrook, to help with all of the many  ministries 
there.  May God bless these gifts.   
 
Also, during this upcoming Lenten season, our mission focus 
as a Church and Sunday School will be on providing Personal 
Hygiene Kits, which will be distributed around the world to 
those in great need, by Lutheran World Relief.   

Children’s Offerings 

Record of Contributions for 2020 will be 
available beginning Sunday, January 31. 
The Statements will be in the Narthex at 

church. If you would like to have your 2020 
Statement mailed to you, please let Kathy 

Pergande know, 630.269.3210. 

 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Mission  
Grant for Philippine Students 

 

By God’s grace, and through His faithful givers, LWML Mission Grant #21: LCMS Deacon-
ess Ministry – LCMS Office of International Mission has been paid for $39,523! This grant 
will provide educational and financial support to our partner churches who introduced dea-
coness training programs within their church bodies, such as the Philippines, Latvia, Liberia, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, and India.  

 

Lutheran Witness 
If you’d like to order or renew your subscription to The  

Lutheran Witness (cost is $15.96), please pay the church,  
and include your mailing address. Deadline is February 22. 

The February Ladies Aid Meeting has been 
cancelled. It has been rescheduled for  

Thursday, March 4. 

mailto:preschool@stpetersnorthplato.org

