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PASTOR’S PONDERINGS 

I f you want to test if a church is theologically sound, ask about their doctrine on suffering. The Apostle 
Paul warned us about this in 2 Timothy 4:3-5 (ESV): “For the time is coming when people will not 

endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit 
their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. As for 
you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.” 

Being pulled into a prosperity gospel may feel good in the moment, but it will ultimately lead to 
disillusionment down the road. In the Lord’s kindness, He blesses us with moments of joy and 
happiness in this current world. But never limit yourself to this world; it’s not our home. A utopian view 
of world peace, where everyone loves and no one suffers, will never be achieved until the appointed 
time when the Son of God returns to establish His kingdom. Until that time, none of us is free from 
suffering. In fact, we need to be prepared for its intrusion into our lives. Our Lord Himself walked the Via 
Dolorosa as a suffering Servant so that He could redeem us from the curse of sin on this earth. 

While this may not sound like good news, but did you know that even in suffering your Father in 
heaven will personally restore and strengthen you? Now, that is good news! 

Let the powerful words of 1 Peter 5:10 (ESV) comfort you. “And after you have suffered a little 
while, the God of all grace, who has called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will 
Himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 

 

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
(ages 3 - 4th Grade) 
September - May, 10:00 am 
 
HIGH SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL 
(9th - 12th Grades) 
September - May, 10:00 am 
 

SUNDAY SERVICE 
9:00 am 
(Communion celebrated 
every Sunday) 
 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 
(5th - 8th Grades) 
September - May, 6:00 pm 
 
ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
September - May, 10:45 am 
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Love by Caring  
for the Needs  
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ATTENDANCE 
     
Jan. 3:    43 
Jan. 10:  52 
Jan. 17:     
Jan. 24:     
Jan. 31     
 

TRUE PRACTICE OF FAITH 
 

Tithing is a question, not of rea-
son or convenience or what God 
will do for us, but of faith in God 
as our Creator and Owner. Tith-
ing involves complete trust in His  
providential promises. 

Prayer Requests 

Those who are seeking healing 
and comfort during a difficult time: 
Kristy Bartels, Jean Brewer,  
Rhonda Driver (Rose Harmon’s 
daughter), Peyton Howard and 
family (Sonja Sporleder’s niece), 
Lynn Hubbs and family, and Neva 
(Rose Harmon’s niece and sister), 
Ernst Kohn, Dennis Roush, Denny 
Sunderlage, Marilyn Thompson, 
and John Wieg. 
 
Members who are residing at care 
centers: Meta Meyer and Ellen 
Nelson at The Sheridan at Tyler 
Creek, and Fern Warfel at Tower 
Hill Care Center. 
 
Members experiencing difficulties 
in getting around: Alta Dittman, 
Mary Jane Lindaas, Mabel Maas, 
Doris Meilahn, Eleanor Miller, and 
Betty Roush. 
 
People suffering from physical, 
emotional, economic, or COVID-
19 pain, and residents at Deer 
Path Assisted Living. 
 
St. Peter’s Mission to be  
revealed by the Holy Spirit and 
inform us of how to share Jesus’ 
love with our neighbors. 
 
For the people who are grieving 
the loss of loved ones. 
 

Altar Flowers 

Altar Flowers are always,  
first and foremost, given for  

the glory of God. 
 

 
 

Attendance 

Upcoming Meetings 

Please mark your calendars for: 
 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 26 
Church Council Meeting 

7:00 pm 
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21 
Congregational Assembly to ratify the Constitution 

Immediately after service 
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 USHERS GREETERS READERS ALTAR GUILD 

January 17 Nancy Heine Marilyn Eaves & Dolores Schuring Bob Felbinger Cindy Kuschel 

January 24 Fern Petersen Dave & Pam Neisendorf Steve Sporleder Cindy Kuschel 

January 31 Christy Petersen Sally Hartje & Nancy Miller Kathy Pergande Cindy Kuschel 

January Worship Assistants 

 

(continued from Page 1) 

The Creator Himself promises to 
extend grace to you, as it says in 
Psalm 84:11 (ESV): “For 
the LORD God is a sun and shield; 
the LORD bestows favor and honor. 
No good thing does He withhold from 
those who walk uprightly.” 

God also promises to call you to 
Himself through Jesus Christ, as it 
says in Ephesians 3:1-6 (ESV): For 
this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of 
Christ Jesus on behalf of you 
Gentiles— assuming that you have 
heard of the stewardship of God's 
grace that was given to me for 
you, how the mystery was made 
known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of 
Christ, which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy 
apostles and prophets by the Spirit. This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, 
and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.” 

God promises to restore your soul. “He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name's 
sake” (Psalm 23:3 (ESV). 

The Lord promises to establish and anoint you. “And it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has 
anointed us” 2 Corinthians 1:21 (ESV). 

God promises to strengthen you. “...fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen 
you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand” (Isaiah 41:10 (ESV). 

The Lord will also support you. “Behold, God is my helper; the Lord is the upholder of my life” Psalm 54:4 (ESV). 
So, how do we respond to suffering? By claiming 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (ESV), which says: “So we do not lose 

heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. For this light momentary 
affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen 
but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.” 

We fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, and trust in Him. 
 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
Christ has died! Christ is risen! He will come again! 

During times of 
suffering and 
uncertainty, fix 
your eyes on  
Jesus, the author 
and perfecter of 
your faith, and 
trust in Him. 

During times of 
suffering and 
uncertainty, fix 
your eyes on  
Jesus, the author 
and perfecter of 
your faith, and 
trust in Him. 
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Rev. Thomas Eaves 

Pastor 
224.242.4151 (office line) 
701.340.8324 (cell) 
pastor@stpetersnorthplato.org 
pastorflyboy@gmail.com 

Mrs. Kristina Kolodziej 

Little Saints Preschool Director 
847.464.5134 
preschool@stpetersnorthplato.org                   
www.stpetersnorthplato.org 
Facebook: Little Saints Preschool 

Mrs. Denise Kohlmeyer 

Office Administrator 
847.464.5721 
office@stpetersnorthplato.org 
www.stpetersnorthplato.org 
Facebook: St. Peter’s Hampshire 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm  
 

   

Sunday, 
January 17 

Worship, with  
Communion 
 
Christian Education 
 
Adult Bible Study 

9:00 am 
 
 
10:00 am 
 
10:45 am 

Monday, 
January 18 

NO PRESCHOOL 
Martin Luther  
King Day 

 

Wednesday, 
January 20 

Confirmation Class 6:00 pm 
 

Thursday,  
January 21 

Preschool Board Mtg. 6:30 pm 

This Week at St. Peter’s   

January 15 Linda Rackow 

January 17 Mary Jane Lindaas 

January 18 Gloria Balgeman 

January 20 Fern Petersen 

  

January 15 Alexis Cangelosi 

January 17 Mary Jane Lindaas 

January 17 Chuck Petersen 

January 23 Phillip Stojan 

Birthdays 

Baptismal Anniversaries 

 

LOST & FOUND 
 

We have unclaimed items that 
have been collected over the 
years on a table in the coat 

room. They will remain there 
until the end of January.  

Anything left unclaimed will 
then be donated. 

Givings Back/Offering  
envelopes are still available  

in the narthex. Please pick your 
envelopes up this week. If  

you would like them sent to you, 
please call or email the church 
office and we will mail them  

to you. 
 

847.464.5721 
office@stpetersnorthplato.org 

Please join us Saturday, March 6 from  
12:00 pm-3 pm in the Fellowship Hall for  

Family Fun Bingo, hosted by the  
Board of Outreach. 

 
Cards are $1each.  

Prizes will be White Elephant.  
 

Hot dogs, water, soda, and snacks  
will be available for purchase.  

 
Bring your family and friends.  

Children are welcome.  
 

Proceeds will go to the Outreach  
Committee for upcoming events.  

 

*Masks are required. 

mailto:preschool@stpetersnorthplato.org

