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Welcome!     We are delighted that you are joining us for worship 

today. We are here to equip the saints for the work of ministry and to 

build up the body of Christ. The key to eternal life is a saving 

relationship with God the Father, through His only Son, Jesus Christ, 

by the working of the Holy Spirit. Our prayer is that God would use 

us to help you build and strengthen that relationship. 

 

Prepare for worship in stillness and prayer. Enjoy 
worship by lifting your voice and your heart to God. 
After worship, enjoy the company of one another. Then 
when worship is over the serving begins. 
 

As We Gather: It is not uncommon to hear someone say they are 

followers of Jesus Christ. Or maybe you are familiar with the 

statement, “I have decided to follow Jesus.” However, if one wants to 

follow Jesus there is a crucial item that every follower must have to 
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be a true follower of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus Himself 

tells us that as His follower we must take up our cross and then we 

can not only follow Him but be worthy of Him. So, what is this cross? 

This cross symbolizes death. Jesus says we must be willing to die 

without giving up our commitment to Him. Those are some harsh 

words, but they should not surprise or shock us. Jesus was willing to 

take up His cross and give His very body and blood without His 

commitment to the Father in order that we might have eternal life. 

Life is pointless without Christ as our Savior. Are you willing to die for 

Christ? 

 

A Worshiper's Prayer: Dearest Jesus! You are my Lord and my 

Savior. People are being led to believe they should make their own 

choices and select their own paths in life. You call us to be Your 

followers. This means we let You be in control and allow the Holy 

Spirit to take us by the hand and guide us where You want us to go. 

This is all in the context that we are willing to die while remaining 

loyal to You. Help me to truly understand what it means to follow 

you. Grant me courage to take up my cross and follow You. Place in 

me the willingness to give my life in service to You. Help me to 

always seek Your will. I ask this in the name of the One Who died on 

a cross so I could carry my own cross. Amen. 

 

Holy Communion 

Today we celebrate Holy Communion which is a gift of God intended 

for those who have been baptized and confirmed in the Christian 

faith. Children and adults not communing are encouraged to come 

to the altar rail for a blessing. If you are uncertain about what our 

church teaches, you are invited to receive further instruction before 

participating in the sacrament. If you have any questions concerning 



this, please speak with Pastor. It is imperative, according to 1 

Corinthians 11:27-29, for a communicant to spiritually examine 

him/herself before coming to the Lord’s Table. This should include 

answering “Yes” to the following questions: 

 

1. Do you believe you are a sinner by nature and by choice? 

2. Are you truly sorry for your sins? 

3. Do you believe Jesus is your Lord and Savior from sin who 

graciously forgives your sins? 

4. Do you believe and trust Christ’s words that what we receive in 

the Sacrament is not just bread and wine, but also the very body 

and blood of Jesus in, with, and under these simple elements and 

that it provides forgiveness of sins? 

5. Will you strive, with the Holy Spirit’s help and guidance, to be 

more Christ-like in your daily life? 

6. Do you recognize that participation at our table indicates public 

agreement with our understanding of this blessed Sacrament? 

 

Guest Contributions 

If you are a guest, we ask you not to place any money in the offering 

plate. God shares His gifts with us in love and grace and we wish to 

do the same for you. 

 

We Welcome Children 

We are glad you are here! Don’t be embarrassed if your children 

make noise during worship. If you feel your child (or you) needs a 

break from worship, please feel free to use the Cry/Meeting Room 

(right as you exit the sanctuary) where you can see and hear the 

service. Please ask an usher if you need help. Activity packets are to 

the right before the entrance to the sanctuary. 



Children’s Offerings 

During the offering children are encouraged to bring change to the 

vase that Pastor will place on the step at the front of the sanctuary. If 

you do not have change for your child(ren), there are cups with 

change located on a small table to the left as you exit the sanctuary. 

 

Large Print Bulletins 

Large print bulletins are available from the ushers. If you would like 

one on a regular basis, please let Pastor know so there are enough 

for each service. 

 

Standing and Kneeling 

Please remain seated if standing at any time in the service is 

uncomfortable for you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prelude 

 

Ringing of the Bell 

 

Welcome 

 

Confession and Absolution 

 

O Holy Spirit, Enter In        913 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Please Rise 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 

baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  



P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 

pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 

holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all 

of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 

Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 

 

Introit 

 

P Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer; listen to my plea for grace. 

Teach me your way, O LORD, that I may walk in your truth; unite 

my heart to fear your name. I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, 



with my whole heart, and I will glorify your name forever. 

For great is your steadfast love toward me; you have delivered my 

soul from the depths of Sheol. O God, insolent men have risen up 

against me; a band of ruthless men seek my life, and they do not 

set you before them. But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and 

gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and 

faithfulness. 

 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

P Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer; listen to my plea for grace. 

 

Kyrie-II  

 

 
 

 

 

 



Heavenly Hosts in Ceaseless Worship     949 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

 



P Let us pray. 

O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy 

Spirit that, ever mindful of Your final judgment, we may be stirred 

up to holiness of living here and dwell with You in perfect joy 

hereafter; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C Amen. 

 

Please Be Seated 

 

Children's Message      Pastor Eaves 

 

 

Old Testament Reading     Isaiah 44:6–8 

 

(Isaiah reminds the Israelites and us that God, the true God, is always 

with us.) 
 

6Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the LORD of 

hosts: “I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no god. 
7Who is like me? Let him proclaim it. Let him declare and set it before 

me; since I appointed an ancient people. Let them declare what is to 

come, and what will happen 8Fear not, nor be afraid; have I not told 

you from of old and declared it? And you are my witnesses! 

Is there a God besides me? There is no Rock; I know not any.” 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



Epistle        Romans 8:18–27  

 

(We are to pray boldly because the Holy Spirit intercedes for us when 

we pray.) 

 
18For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not 

worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19For the 

creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of 

God. 20For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but 

because of him who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will 

be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the freedom of the 

glory of the children of God. 22For we know that the whole creation 

has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 
23And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits 

of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, 

the redemption of our bodies. 24For in this hope we were saved. Now 

hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25But 

if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know 

what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us 

with groanings too deep for words. 27And he who searches hearts 

knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for 

the saints according to the will of God. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Please Rise 

 

 



Alleluia-II  

 

 
 

 

Holy Gospel     Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43  

 

(God is patient which brings comfort to us and calls us to do the 

same.) 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
24[Jesus] put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of 

heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his 

field, 25but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed 

weeds among the wheat and went away. 26So when the plants came 

up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. 27And the servants 

of the master of the house came and said to him, ‘Master, did you 

not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?’ 28He 

said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the servants said to him, 

‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29But he said, ‘No, lest 

in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them. 30Let 



both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell 

the reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be 

burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’” . . . 
36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples 

came to him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the 

field.” 37He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son 

of Man. 38The field is the world, and the good seed is the children of 

the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 39and the 

enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the close of the 

age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds are gathered and 

burned with fire, so will it be at the close of the age. 41The Son of 

Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all 

causes of sin and all law-breakers, 42and throw them into the fiery 

furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 

Father. He who has ears, let him hear.” 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Please Be Seated 

 

Eternal Spirit of the Living Christ      769 

 



 

 
 

Sermon  

“The Holy Spirit fine tunes your prayers.”   

Matthew 13:24-30, 36–43 

 

Sermon Notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Holy Conversation        772 

 



 

 

 
 

Givings Back  

 

“Hear the Pennies Dropping”    

 

Hear the pennies dropping, Listen while they fall, 

Ev’ry one for Jesus, He will get them all. 

Refrain 

 

Dropping, dropping, dropping, dropping, Hear the pennies fall; 

Ev’ry one for Jesus, He will get them all. 

 



Dropping, dropping ever, From each little hand; 

‘Tis our gift to Jesus, From His little band. 

Refrain 

 

Now, while we are little, Pennies are our store; 

But when we are older, Lord, we’ll give Thee more. 

Refrain 

 

Tho’ we have not money, We can give Him love; 

He will own our off’ring, Smiling from above. 

Refrain 

 

Please Rise 

 

Apostles' Creed 

 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

 

PAX (Kiss of Peace) 

People may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace 

be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in 

the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

 

Preface 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love 



for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form of a 
servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. 
Risen from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and 
given us life everlasting. Therefore, with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 

Sanctus           

 

 

 

 
 

The Words of Our Lord 

 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 



the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the New Testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as  

 you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the 

Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, remember us in your 

kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

Lord's Prayer 

 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 



and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Pax Domini 

 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei  

 

 

 

 
 

Please Be Seated 

 



Distribution 

 

Please Rise 

 

Post-Communion Canticle 

 

Nunc Dimittis         

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 

You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 

and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Our Mission Outreach Prayer 

(As you say this prayer, ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you the name 

and face of someone specific whom the Lord may touch through you.) 

 

C Lord, lay some soul upon my heart and love that soul through 

me and may I ever do my part to win that soul for Thee. 

Amen. 



Benediction 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you 

And be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Please Be Seated 

 

Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling       650 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Announcements 

 

Our Mission Reminder 

(As you leave the sanctuary you enter the mission field. So as a 

reminder we join in proclaiming the following.) 

 

P As you exit the sanctuary, you are entering the  

C mission field! 

 

Postlude 

 


