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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ! 
 

 

We continue to move ever forward and upward as St. Paul says in Philippians 3:13-14 
(ESV). I am sure that you are aware that the “Stay at Home” order has been extended 
until April 30. These are extenuating circumstances and I understand that. If at any time 
you feel the need to talk or visit, please contact me at 224-242-4151 (church direct 
line), 701-340-8324 (cell and text), or pastor@stpetersnorthplato.org and I will make 
myself available to you. 
 
We find ourselves in a time of chaos, uncertainty, and fear over the Coronavirus-19 
known as COVID-19. My first counsel to you comes from Holy Scripture. First, I go to 
Joshua 1:9 (ESV) where it says, ”

9
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 

courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is 
with you wherever you go.” Then go to Psalm 91:1-6 (ESV) which says, “

1
He who dwells 

in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 
2
I will say to 

the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.” 
3
For he will deliver you 

from the snare of the fowler and from the deadly pestilence. 
4
He will cover you with his 

pinions, and under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness is a shield and 
buckler. 

5
You will not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day, 

6
nor 

the pestilence that stalks in darkness, nor the destruction that wastes at noonday.” 
 

As Lent is coming to a close, Palm Sunday is April 5, Maundy Thursday is April 9, Good 
Friday is April 10, and Easter is April 12. Many are discussing the idea of postponing 
Easter until we resume regularly scheduled worship services and others even talk of 
cancelling Easter until next year. It is incumbent upon me to remind you that not only 
do we celebrate Easter at each and every worship service, we also celebrate and live in 
Easter each and every day. 
 

Even though we can pinpoint the first Easter to a specific day, Easter truly begins with 
our Lord’s resurrection and continues until His second coming. We are in Easter and it 
cannot be postponed or cancelled. 
 

The secular celebration of Easter, which entails Easter Sunday meals, Easter baskets, the 
Easter bunny, and Easter eggs, can be postponed or cancelled. The two are not the 
same and only share the name Easter and the day. 
 

The Church chose Sunday as its day of worship because Jesus rose from the tomb on a 
Sunday morning. Thus worship is meant to be a reminder of the resurrection of our 
Lord on that first Easter Sunday. 
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In consultation with the church president, vice president, and elders, all worship 
services and other events are cancelled until the government allows them to resume. 
Abbreviated midweek Lenten services and abbreviated Sunday worship services should 
be available on our church website and Facebook page at the regularly scheduled 
time, i.e. 9 am Sunday morning services should be available at 9 am on Sunday 
morning etc. So when you visit the website, put your cursor over the link “SERMONS” 
at the top of the page, click on “SERMON” and scroll down to the sermon or sermons 
you would like to listen to. We have added hymns to our services. If you don’t have a 
hymnal and would like to sing or follow along at home, please call the church and you 
are welcome to stop by and borrow a hymnal until this is over. If you need devotional 
materials such as Portals of Prayer, please contact the church and we will arrange for 
you to pick them up, mail them to you, or deliver them to you. 
 
Martin Luther responded to a letter he received during the civil unrest of his time. The 
writer asked why anyone would bring a child into the world with all the conflict and 
brokenness of the world at that time. His response was, “Even if I knew the world 
would end tomorrow, I would still plant my tree today.” His counsel held true then and 
still holds true today! God calls us to live each day according to His will and not worry 
about tomorrow as it holds its own issues. 
 

These are the plans for now. However, the situation has been changing almost daily. 
Please monitor your phone calls, the website, your texts, emails, and mail for changes. I 
will be reaching out to each of you in the days before Easter to offer a visit and Holy 
Communion. We are working diligently in the Lord’s and your best interests. Continue 
to pray for all that is going on, our leaders, and the church and I continue to pray for 
each of you. 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you. And be 

gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you His peace. Amen! 
 

With you in His service!   
 
 

Pastor 


