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Greetings to you in the name of 

our Savior Jesus Christ, 

 

Let’s face it, we don’t like to wait. 

We are in a culture that doesn’t 

like to wait for anything. We want 

things to happen and we want 

things to happen NOW! When 

things don’t happen on our 

timetable we get mad and 

frustrated. When the internet 

doesn’t work as fast as we want it 

to, when the line at the store is 

long and there aren’t many lanes 

open, when the food at the 

restaurant is taking longer than 

usual to get to us, we get annoyed 

and we might let the people 

working know about it as well. We 

just don’t like waiting. 

 

Advent is a time of waiting. It is 

that season of the church year right 

before Christmas. All around us 

we are seeing Christmas lights and 

decorations in our houses and in 

the stores. We have a countdown 

at church with the Advent wreath. 

The anticipation is almost more 

than we can bear sometimes. Yet, 

we wait and we wait. Think of  

 

God’s people in the Old 

Testament. God had promised a 

Savior to Adam and Eve. God had 

made a covenant promise to 

Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and 

still the people had to wait. They 

had to wait until God fulfilled that 

promise and sent His Son to be 

born as a baby in Bethlehem.  

 

As Christians, we are still waiting. 

Yes, Jesus has come and has paid 

the price for our sins and won the 

victory over sin, death and the 

devil. But we wait. We wait for 

Jesus to return to do away with sin 

forever and to give us the full 

experience of life and salvation in 

Him. It is hard to wait in this world 

of sin and destruction. It is hard to 

wait when we see Christians being 

killed for their faith. It is hard to 

wait when we face serious health 

issues. It is hard to wait when there 

is family strife. It is hard to wait 

when the bills are piling up and 

you aren’t sure how you are going 

to pay them. It is hard to wait 

when religious freedom is under 

attack in our nation. It is hard to 

wait. And yet we wait. We wait for 

the Lord’s perfect day and time 

when He will return to put an end 

to sin and destruction.  

 

As we wait, I pray that we would 

remember a couple things. The 

first thing is that we don’t wait  

 

alone. It can be frustrating when 

you have to stand in line at 

Walmart and wait to go through 

the line. When that happens, I find 

myself texting someone just to say 

hi or send a message. I can 

communicate with someone as I 

wait. It is always better to wait 

with someone than wait alone. It 

makes the time go by faster. God 

has given us brothers and sisters in 

Christ to wait with. Let’s not 

dismiss one another as a burden 

but see each other as a gift and be 

thankful that we don’t have to wait 

out this sinful world by ourselves. 

We have help and support. 

 

The other thing to remember is that 

there is a purpose to our waiting. 

In 2 Peter, Peter writes, “Bear in 

mind that the Lord’s patience 

means salvation.” The Lord is 

waiting to return so that more 

people would come to know Him. 

As we wait, we need to be like 

those shepherds who left the Christ 

child and went and told everyone 

they met about all that they had 

seen and heard. As we wait, may 

we be going out and loving others 

and telling them about Jesus who 

loves them and is returning soon.  

 

Until the whole world hears, 

 

Pastor Brian 

mailto:deshlerluth@gpcom.net
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Official Acts     
 

10-25-2015 ...................................  

  Private baptism of Joseph Daniel 

 Fleenor (non-member) 
 

The Lutheran Hour     
 

You can tune into The Lutheran 

Hour Sundays on these stations:  
 

Omaha 1110 AM. . . . . . .6:30 a.m. 

 Omaha KOIL 1290 AM . 7:00 a.m. 

 Grand Island KMMJ 750 AM. . . .   

                                                7:00 a.m. 

 North Platte 107.9 FM . . 8:30 a.m. 

 Topeka WIBW 580 AM  7:30 a.m. 

      on Saturday mornings 
 

or anytime during the week at       

www.lutheranhour.org  
 

December 6 - "The Voice" 
Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz 

The voice of John the Baptist calls 

us to repent and trust in the Savior 

Who walked in our shoes. 

(Luke 3:1-20) 

 

December 13 - "The Lord is 

Near" 
Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz 

God's message is simple and 

straightforward: Jesus is near-put 

your trust in Him! 

(Philippians 4:4-7) 

 

December 20 - "The Gift in the 

Manger" 
Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz 

From the manger to the cross to 

resurrection life, God is in the 

giving business for all of us to 

receive and believe. 

(Luke 2:8-12) 

 

December 27 - "No Regrets" 
Speaker: Rev. Ken Klaus 

Jesus invites you to leave your 

burden of regret at the foot of His 

cross. 

 (1Timothy 1:16) 

 

Update from 

Missionaries Dale & 

Suzanne Kaster 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in 

Christ, 
 

We thank and praise our Lord that 

you have enabled us to serve Him 

and bring His word of salvation to 

Ghana. We thank you for your 

continued support of our work. I 

must apologize for being terribly 

behind in my correspondence. I 

was traveling to the Women’s 

Fellowship Conference when the 

July report arrived in August. 

Shortly after that our fellow 

worker Rev. Konbat was involved 

in a serious motorcycle accident. I 

was just getting around to writing 

our notes when the August report 

arrived. And then Dale came down 

with malaria, followed by a deep 

vein thrombosis and pulmonary 

embolisms. By God’s grace, he is 

feeling fine but still in the process 

of determining his health. He has 

more blood work at the end of this 

month, with a follow-up doctor 

visit on December 3. We have 

been busy! It is our plan to return 

as soon as we are able to continue 

the work we were called to do. It is 

your gift that is making that 

possible. We thank our Lord Jesus 

Christ for your partnership with us. 

Please know we are more than 

grateful for your gifts. We praise 

our Lord because of you. 
 

We commend you to Christ, 

Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster 

Your missionaries to Ghana,  

West Africa 

 

LWML Mites 
 

In October on LWML Sunday 

Pastor Brian highlighted a couple 

of the current Mission Grants from 

the LWML Nebraska South 

District. One of those mission 

grant projects is Lutheran Braille 

Workers. The largest Christian 

library in the world, it serves 

people who are blind or visually 

impaired, providing them with 

Christian materials in Braille, large 

print and audio. Grant funds will 

be used to offset yearly rent and 

utilities of $21,000/year.  

We encourage you to continue to 

be collecting that loose change 

and putting it in your mite box. 

When your mite box gets full, 

come to church and empty it into 

the big mite box on the LWML 

table. There are mite boxes for 

adults and kids on the table. This is 

an opportunity for all of us at St. 

Peter to use our loose change to 

make a difference for Christ.  

 

Waiting for More 

Cement . . .  
 

 

 

Thank you to Jarrod Watson, Zeb 

Webber, Troy Hansen, Harvey 

Sorge and Rod Watson for their 

cement work in the back of church 

on October 29. 

 

http://www.lutheranhour.org/
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Thank You Note from 

The Haiti Lutheran 

Mission Society, USA 
 

Dear Members of St. Peter, 
 

We at the HLMS want to sincerely 

thank you for your generous 

support for the Lord’s work in 

Haiti. 
 

Please join us in our prayers for 

Haiti. I thank you so much for your 

financial support in furthering 

God’s work in Haiti. We are 

reminded so often of the needs for 

help, both financially and 

physically for help for our fellow 

Lutherans in Haiti. We are all 

trying to work together to further 

God’s plan for the people of Haiti. 

To view current pictures from 

Haiti be sure to see the website at 

www.Haitilutheran.org. They may 

also be viewed on the face book 

page: Haiti Lutheran Mission 

Society, USA. I continue to be 

humbled by your generosity. 
 

I pray God’s richest blessings on 

you and your loved ones. 
 

Dick Buethe 

Executive Director HLMS 
 

Lutheran Laymen’s 

League Meeting 10-

26-2015 

 

LLL met October 26 with five 

members present. Pastor led a 

devotion on 'Dead is Dead,” a 

Jewish saying when someone 

dies. For those who know Jesus as 

their Savior, it is the beginning to a 

life eternal. There were no changes 

or additions to the secretary report. 

The treasury balance was 

$1096.50. 
 

Old Business:  Discussion was 

held regarding meat for the church 

luncheon on November 1. 

President Doug Harms was in 

charge of purchasing ingredients 

for Sloppy Joes and hot dog 

fixings. Members were to meet 

Saturday morning at 9:30 to 

prepare meat. 
 

New Business:  Christmas 

decorations will be discussed at the 

November meeting, November 23. 

Jon Peters motioned, seconded by 

Vic Sorge, to donate $100 for 

military Biblesticks, and motion 

carried. 
 

John motioned, seconded by Vic, 

and motion carried to adjourn 

meeting. Pastor closed with prayer 

followed by everyone praying the 

Lord's prayer.   
 

Dennis Harms, Secretary 

 

Letter from Gary 

Thies 11-13-2015 

 

My Dear Christian Missionary 

Friends, 
 

Special greetings to you today in 

the name of our Lord Jesus who 

brings together special family 

members. Your heart is certainly 

driven by a spirit of mission and 

understanding; that the only thing 

really important in this life is 

telling people about Jesus. Your 

gift is such a special blessing, and I 

wanted to take time today to thank 

you.  
 

I have enclosed some pictures of 

activities (see church bulletin 

board) of the last several days here 

at Mission Central. I hope you 

enjoy these pictures. We were 

blessed to have our newest 

missionary family going to 

Ethiopia. I was very touched by 

this family. They are very sincere 

and the three little children will 

make wonderful missionaries also. 

We had the sending of three 

missionaries going to Hong Kong, 

Ethiopia and the Czech Republic. 

We have been drawing such huge 

crowds, and in the one picture I 

counted people from three states. I 

think you will enjoy seeing the 

new additions to our museum. 

What a blessing to have the 

Neuendorfs from the Dominican 

Republic spend a couple of days 

with us. More and more young 

people are finding out that one of 

the most unusual places to come 

to, where these is so much 

excitement and unusual clothing to 

try on, is Mission Central’s 

museum. We also sent 

missionaries to Sri Lanka and to 

the Republic. We were so happy to 

have a group from the parochial 

school in Columbus, Nebraska 

come and visit.  
 

Please let me know if I can ever be 

of any help or assistance to you. If 

you need any prayers, let us know 

as we have a huge number of 

people that make up our prayer 

warriors and they are so committed 

to prayer. May the Lord guide, 

lead and direct you each day. 

Please know that you will always 

have a special place in my heart. 
 

God bless you for your gift of 

$601 for your missionaries, Pastor 

Dale and Suzanne Kaster. As you 

know, Dale is recovering now in 

Florida from an extreme case of 

malaria and two blood clots on 

each side of his lungs. It appears 

they have the problem arrested, but 

they have a specialist to see and as 

soon as they get the green light, 

Dale wants to head back to his 

assignment in northern Ghana. 

Please continue to pray for this 

dear family. Your gift is an 

encouragement for them. 
 

Your Co-worker for Christ, 

Old Missionary Gary 

 

http://www.haitilutheran.org/


4 

Nominating 

Committee 
Serving on this year’s nominating 

committee for upcoming election 

of officers were outgoing three- 

year-officers Doug Harms, Randy 

Meyer, Karla Deepe, Tyler Harms, 

Robert Ludwig and appointed 

members Tony Deepe and Vic 

Sorge. Election of officers will 

take place at the budget and 

election meeting on December 13. 

 

Christmas Committee 
Appointed to serve on this year’s 

Christmas committee are returning 

couples Kent & Rhonda Betten 

and Jeremy & Addisin Schardt 

along with new couples Lonnie & 

Lindsey Biltoft and Logan & 

Desirae Schardt.  

 

Christmas Cards and 

Napkins 
Christmas cards and napkins will 

be available in the card bookcase 

beginning Sunday, December 6.  

 

Poinsettias 

 
We will be decorating the Chancel 

for Advent and Christmas with 

poinsettias. If you would like to 

help, you may order a poinsettia 

through the church or bring your 

own plant in. To order through the 

church, please fill out an order 

form, attach payment of $25 per 

plant to the order form, and 

poinsettias will be purchased 

through Amanda’s Cottage in 

Hebron. The deadline for placing 

an order is Wednesday, December 

2. Order forms are in the Narthex. 

If you are bringing a poinsettia in, 

please have it here by noon on 

Friday, December 4.  

 

Advent Midweek 

Service December 2  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please come and join us for our 

one Advent midweek service on 

Wednesday, December 2 at 7:00 

p.m. This will be an opportunity to 

gather in worship and prepare our 

hearts to celebrate Christ’s birth 

and to look ahead to Jesus’ return. 

 

Deshler Lutheran’s 

Cookie Walk 

December 12 
 

 
 

Home-made Christmas 

cookies and candies 
 

Saturday, December 12 
 

Begins at 8:00 a.m. at Deshler 

Lutheran School Gym 
 

Donations of fancy Christmas 

cookies and candy are welcome  
 

Coincides with the Deshler 

Chamber’s Breakfast with Santa  
 

FOS (Friends of the School) 

Fundraiser  
 

Come at 8:00 a.m. to get the best 

selection! 

Christmas Eve  

 

 

You are 

cordially 

invited to 

come to 

church 

Christmas 

Eve -  

Thursday, December 24 at 6 

o’clock in the evening for a unique 

Sunday school program. In 

Christmas Presence, our Sunday 

school students focus on building a 

tower of Christmas presents to 

honor the presence of Christ on 

earth. From our preschool students 

through our high school students, 

every small group adds wrapped 

presents to the Christmas 

Presence Tower while talking 

about presents we offer Christ on 

His birthday this year. Mark it on 

your calendar! 

 

Pastor’s Day Off Is 

Changing 

Starting in January, Pastor Brian 

will move his day off from 

Thursday to Friday. As always, if 

there is an emergency or you need 

to get in contact with pastor on his 

day off, please call his cell phone. 

Thank you for your understanding. 

If you have any questions, please 

talk to Pastor Brian. 

 

Tuesday Bible Study 

Series  
We will be starting a new Bible 

study series in January, “The Life 

and Ministry of the Messiah.” An 

eight week series, it will explore 

more of Jesus’ teaching and how it 

can be applied in our lives today. 

Join us for this deeper look at 

Jesus’ time here on this earth on 

Tuesdays from 10:00-11:30 a.m. or 

7:00-8:30 p.m. If you would like to 

be a part of this series, please sign 

up on the sheet in the Narthex.  
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Sunday, December 20 

6:00 p.m. 

 

Advent, Christmas, 

New Year’s Day 

Worship Schedule 
 

Advent Service 

   7:00 p.m. 

   Wednesday, December 2 

  

Christmas Eve Service 

   6:00 p.m.  

   Thursday, December 24 

  

Christmas Day Service 

   9:30 a.m. 

   Friday, December 25 

 

New Year’s Day Service 

   9:30 a.m. 

   Friday, January 1 

   

Annual Report 
 

Treasurers of all organizations, 

please submit your 2015 financial 

reports to the office by Monday, 

January 4. 

 
                     
Matthew Sasse ........................... 1 

Jenscena Hansen ........................ 3 

Myron Poppe .............................. 4 

Colleen Hansen ........................... 5 

Autumn Noojin ........................... 6 

Peggy Sorge ................................ 6 

Velma Koch ................................ 7 

John Noojin .............................. 11 

Lawrence Holtzen ..................... 13 

Anita Harms ............................. 14 

Roger Roskilly .......................... 14 

Brett Loontjer ........................... 15 

Douglas Grupe .......................... 17 

Robin Sedlachek ....................... 17 

Jamie Fritz ................................ 18 

Jayne Roskilly .......................... 20 

Dorothy Reinke ........................ 22 

Barrett Harms ........................... 24 

Jason Poppe .............................. 24 

Madison Sasse .......................... 24 

Logan Schmidt ......................... 25 

Russell Reinke .......................... 26 

Harvey Weideman .................... 26 

Audra Capek ............................. 27 

Dale Hoops ............................... 27 

Kristine Miesner ....................... 27 

Steavan Sedlachek .................... 28 

Don Betten ................................ 29 

Nicholas Houtwed .................... 29 

Gina Lindenmuth ...................... 29 

Shelby Schardt .......................... 30 

 

Baptism Birthdays 

 

Jenna Lemke ............................... 1 

Larry Lueders ............................. 1 

Sheryl Fangmeier ....................... 2 

Mary Loontjer ............................. 3 

Neil Bohling ............................... 4 

Brett Finke .................................. 4 

Lakin Schardt ............................. 4 

Pavel Patino ................................ 6 

Evan Endorf ............................... 9 

Austyn Lindenmuth ................... 9 

Margie Zoch ............................... 9 

Velma Koch ............................. 10 

Colleen Kruse .......................... 11 

Colleen Hansen ........................ 12 

Kara Dunn ................................ 14 

Jadelyn Calkins ........................ 15 

Myron Poppe............................ 16 

Jenscena Hansen ...................... 17 

Nancy Lueders ......................... 17 

Joston Wassom ........................ 19 

Christopher Dunlap .................. 20 

William Larkins ....................... 23 

Bartholomew Cabrera .............. 24 

Logan Schmidt ......................... 27 

John Noojin .............................. 29 

 

Wedding 

Anniversaries 

 

Marvin & Sharon 

Baden ........................ December 2 

 48 years 

Douglas & Naomi 

Grupe ........................ December 3 

 50 years 

Don & Brenda 

Betten ........................ December 7 

 8 years 

Dave & Helen  

Watson .................... December 10 

 38 years 

Gerald & Cindy 

Sasse ....................... December 25 

 20 years 

Gregory & Janice 

Hornbostel ............... December 26 

 46 years 

Larry & Rose 

Plock ....................... December 28 

 24 years  
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Deshler Lutheran School Dinner and Auction Fund Raiser 
The Friends of the School, Deshler Lutheran School’s parent and community support group, hosted their biennial dinner 

and auction fundraiser on Saturday, November 14, at the Thayer County Activity Center in Deshler. The theme was “Go 

and Make Disciples” and based on Matthew 28:19-20. 
 

The tables were covered with dark red cloths, and the centerpieces were made of wooden boxes filled with a pillar candle 

and autumn-colored flowers. Guests were invited to purchase the centerpieces at the end of the evening.   
 

The silent auction, which opened at 4:30 p.m., consisted of a variety of items to peak bidder interest. They were displayed 

along the length of the room on either side. During the silent auction, guests mingled, bid on the items, and were 

entertained by pianist, Howard Reed.  
 

A Giving Tree was also on display. The teachers of Deshler Lutheran had detailed several items needed for their 

classrooms and the playground. The wishes were made as “ornaments,” and guests could choose wishes from the tree and 

pay the cost as another way of supporting the school.    
 

After the silent auction closed at 6:15 p.m., guests were invited to take their seats. Every place setting featured a thank you 

note colored and personalized by a Deshler Lutheran student. Winners of the silent auction items were announced by the 

engaging and comedic hosts for the evening, Pastors Brian Francik and BJ Fouts. Those who purchased raffle envelopes 

were invited forward to simultaneously open their envelopes and see who the lucky winners were. An iPad Air 2 and two 

Arend’s gift certificates were awarded at this raffle. 
 

The meal began at 6:30 p.m. with a buffet style serving line. Ricky’s Café of Hanover, Kansas were the caterers. Drinks 

and desserts were served by the Junior High students of Deshler Lutheran School as a service project. 
 

Auctioneer Brad Elting began the live auction following dinner. Lively bidding and lots of “encouragement” from our 

auctioneer made the auction entertaining for bidders and observers. All money raised goes to a good cause, as Deshler 

Lutheran looks forward to using the proceeds from the fundraiser to install new flooring in their gymnasium. 
 

Much hard work and planning went into this special evening, which was coordinated by Mary LeFave. Willing volunteers 

assisted her executing the numerous jobs that are involved in an event of this size. Over 200 tickets were sold, and the 

evening’s success gives satisfaction that DLS has the faithful support and encouragement of many community and 

congregational members. The Friends of the School organization appreciates this showing of support for Deshler Lutheran 

School and its mission of Christian Education to “Go and Make Disciples”.  
 


